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PREss COVERAGE OF LIFE 
ARTICLE'S ACCUSATION THAT NORIEGA WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR 
THE "ASSASSINATION" OF EX-PRESIDENT JAIME ROLDOS 
1. 0N 20 FEBRUARY 1990, A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE 0F THE QU1T0 . 

DAILY "EL COMERCIO" REPORTED THAT AN ARTICLE IN "LIFE" MAGAZINE 
IMPLIGATED NORIEGA IN THE 24 MAY 1981 DEATH 0F THEN-PRESIDENT 
JAIME ((ROLDOS)) AGUILERA. OTHER MEDIA SOURCES WERE QUICK TO 
F0LLow UP 0N THIs SENSATIONAL sToRY, AND ON 21 FEBRUARY MoRN1NG 
RAD10 INTERVIEWS AND A FRONT PAGE ARTICLE IN THE QUITO DAILY 
"HOY" wERE DEDICATED To NORIEGA'S ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN 
ROLDOS’ DEATH. N0T sURPR1sINGLY, BLAME HAs ALREADY BEGUN TO BE 
TRANsFERRED FRoM NDRIEGA TO THE c1A. JAlME'S BR0THER LEoN 
((ROLDOS)) AGUILERA HAS sAID THAT "SINCE NoRIEGA wAs A CIA 
AGENT, WE cANNoT PLAcE THE REsPoNsIBL1TY s0LELY WITH NoRIEGA, 
BUT MUsT ALso FIND FAULT wITH THE INTELLECTUAL AUTHORS, IN THIs 
cAsE THE CIA." IN REsPoNsE TO A DEMAND BY oscAR ((CELLERI)), 
NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF THE EcUAD0RIAN RoLDosIsT PARTY (PRE), 
coNGREssIONAL PRESIDENT wILFRIDo ((LUCERO)) HAS ANNOUNCEDTHAT 
HE WILL FoRM A NEw COMMISSION To INvEsTIGATE oNcE AGAIN THE 
EX-PRESIDENT'S DEATH. dj COMMENT: F0LLowING ROLDOS‘ DEATH 
IN 1981, THREE sEPARATE coMMIssI0Ns wERE FoRMED To INvEsTIGATE 
THE DEATH: A MIXED-PARTY coNGREssI0NAL c0MMIssIoN, A 
c0MMIssIoN 0F THE EcUADoRIAN AIR F0RcE, AND 0NE 0F THE U.s. AIR 
F0RcE. BASED 0N AN ExAMINATIoN 0F THE REMAINs 0F THE AIRGRAFT, 
THE coNGREssI0NAL c0MMIssIoN c0NcLUDED THAT THE PLANL cRAsHED 
DUE TO A FAILURE 0F THE TURBINE ENGINEs, wHIcH wAs CAUSED BY A 
LACK 0F FUEL1 . 
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