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Marxist Salvador Allende's' assent to the Chilean presidency on _ 

3 November. 
' 

This eifort was to be indenendent of concurrent endeavors‘ 
’ 0 

being undertaken through, or with the knowledge of, the 40' Committee, '
' 

Department of State, and Ambassador Kerry. _ 

‘ ’ 

A J ' 

' 
’- b. Briefly, thetsituation at that time wasthe follo\ving: 

» -- Mlende had attained a plurality of only some 40, 000 . 

,General 
__ _ 

./ .0 . 

_ 

-_ . 

. 
- 

ya...’ On 15 Septexnber 1970,. CIA was directed to try to tnrevent __ 

I . . 

in the Chilean popular vote for president. Jorge 

Alessandri, a conservative and the runner-xip, would
l 

face ‘Allende in a Congressional run-off on 24 October. 

_The run-off winner would be invested as president on 

3 November. 
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Allende's designation as president by Congress was i 

very probable given all known factors in the Chilean 
political equation. 

. 
- 

i 

_ 

'
-

0 

Given the dismal _prospeets of apolitical forrnula 
being worked out to prevent Allende's designation 
as.president by Congress, remainingfalternative s 

centered around overcoming the apolitical, c'onstitu- - 

tional-oriented inertia of the Chilean-military. 

U. S_. Government intentions were lzighly suspect, 
particularly in Allende and certain" government 

sectors. Suspicions erctended to all Americans in 
Chile for Whatever declared purpose. In addition, 1 

the Chilean rnilitary were being monitored quite 
closely by the Allende forces. for warning signals 

I o 

of any interventionist proclivities. '

- 

Z. §pecia.l 
_ 

. 
-

V 

' a. 5A Chilean Task I_.-‘orce was assembled and functioning tbrée 
days aiter CIA was assigned the mission. It was headed by twoisenior

~ 

and highly-qualified CIA Chiefs of Station recalled from their Latin 
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'.'American posts specifically for this purpose. A special communi- 
cations channel was set up simultaneously to Santiago, Chile, and 

Buenos Aires, Argentina, to handle sensitive cable traffic for the 

Task Force. ' 

l 

__.'______‘_.a.. 
° 

- - 

. . b. ‘Subsequently, an “illegal” team started filtering into 

Santiago. 
V 

It" consisted of four CIA. oificers with the appearance, 

language, and experience to sustain the fiction of'vario'us foreign 

nationalities. They were recalled from their overseas posts to 

Washington, briefed, and inserted individually into Chile 

nationals. In Santiago, their only U. S. contact was a CIA officer 
. , ‘

. 

who 
J \ 

had resided in Santiago for some time 

l These ;'ill'egals" rapidly} established eontactiwith 

Chilean intermediaries or principals interested in promoting a 

military coup. ' 
' 5 

c. By a special (and unique) arrangement requested by CI.-‘\., 

the U. S. Arrny.Attache in Santiago wasvplaced under operational 
. . ~ 

direction of the CIA Chief of Station there. His assistance ‘and 

Chilean military contacts were invaluable in this program. 
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3. i'('1‘he Dual 1/\p§>!‘OD..Ci72 - Constitutional and Coup_ 
a. Prospects foi' inducing Congress to vote for Alessandri 

rather than Allende were never bright and, they all focused on
i 

inspiring a reluctant, indecisive President Prei to assume an out- 
of-character role: dynan-lic leadership within his own party, with 
the "persuadables'.' in_Congress, and with the military. Frei was 
under no illusions about Chile's fate under an Allende regime. 

_

5 

"Chile has a. very short future, " he said, -"and after 4 November it 
‘will only have a past. "' 

i 

t 

' 

' 
' 

‘ ' 

bi Initially, I-‘rei was willing to consider and even advocate a. 
constitutional solution: the so-called Frei re-election gamhit. The

1 _ . 0 
'

‘ 

question was whether he would be willing to cornmit his prestige- 
completely in following through on such a difficult political maneuver 
with the outcome, at best, unassured. The basic gambit consisted 
of marshalling enough Congressional votes to elect Alessandri over 
Allende with the understanding Alessandri ‘would resign immediately 

_ 0’ - 

_. bl. 

after ‘inauguration and pave the way for a specialuelection in which -- ~. 2 

_ a.- 0 
, .. ' Frei could legally become a candidate. As a preliminary step, Yrei

- 

¢ V . coordinated Alessandri's post-election statement that if he were 
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selected for the presidency by Congress, he (Alesszmdri) would '

G 

resign. ' The thrust of C1A's endeavors, then, was to use every 
plausible pressure» combined with inducements to move Frei clown. 
this peth. To thisend, virtually oyernight .CI.Aimoh.ilized an inter-. 
locking political action and propaganda: campaignidesigned both to ' 

goad and entice Frei into following through on the re-election H 

gambit. 0 

' 

" 

'

i

~

0 

. 
- c. At. the same time, recognizing the fallibilities of Frei, 

» ‘
, 

CIA 
focused on provoking a._ military coup. This undertaking was segre- 

gated from that oi the Frei re-election gambit with the intention that 

it be pursued independently of Frei if.necesse.1-y,‘ but with his acqu 

escence if possible. Pursuit oI‘th_e military solution ‘was assigned

d as the Z task of the recognition of the nee 

for fast action combined‘ with the best protection for the U.S. ‘Goirer 
¢ » 

ment against the inherent vulnerabilities to being uncovered. ' 

4. 1Propa.gn.ndz~. Camipaigg: 
_ _

> 

4 a. The propaganda campaign was tailored to generating concer 
- ’ 

. 

_ 
. . 

about Chile's future in terms which would condition the thinking and 

actions of the three key elements in the Chilean political equation: 
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,1 
Frei himself, the Chilean political elite, and the Chilean military 

(the latter two of which could well bring collateral influence to bear 

on Ifrei). Each of these elements had hastened to rationalize its 
'_ acceptance of an Allende presidency.. Their palliative was the built- 

_ 
. ' .’ 

. , 

a 
i‘ ' 2 

in checks and balance of Chile's demonstrated reverence for democ+ 

racy andcpnstitutionality, sweetened by Allende's prornise to honor
1 

. t 
- 0 ' 

these traditions. = 

' U 
"i 

l ‘I 

'-b. After the 4- September popular vote, th'e ivorld press had‘ 

tended to treat the prospect of witnessing the iirstifreely-elected
i 

-Marxist head of state take office as a curious aberration of dernoc- ' 

0 ' '

J 

racy rather than a politically significant event. Press interest and 

coverage was relatively light until _the _Allende forces vfOl'lZl1itO\1S1Y 

provided an attractive issue which could be exploited. By ' 

. , - 

_
n 

15_Scptember, it became apparent that Allende was conducting a - 

rather blatant campaign to intimidate the Chilean information media- O 

through threats of assassination and violence} takeovers by so-called
L worker organizations, and ultimatums to the management of news- 

papers and radio stations. Allende's purpose was to smother any 
opposition to his election by Congress and to take advantage of that 
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' peculiar1y'Latin, and pronounced Chilean, propensity to jump on an 

accelerating bandwagon -- ideals and the country's wcliare to the ' 

. n , . 
O -

‘ 

contrary. A majortarget of Allende was "El Mercurio", thernost 
.~ _ 

-
‘ 

‘ 
prestigious newspaper in Chile and the major opposition voice to 

' 
' Allende up to'that time. CI.1.\ mounted a pronaganda campaign 

centered around "El Mercurio"_ and the issue of Allende brazenly 
‘ '. '1. - 

4. 
taking his first step in "communizing" Chile by attacking freedom 

oi the press and, worse, with the election still unsettled. Covert C 

~ . action resources were used to launch: 
_ 

' ‘
' 

' -- Cables of support/protest from leading newspapers 

throughout Latin America to "El Mercurio". 

. 
-- A protest statement from the International Press _

' 

Association 

- --~ (The state? - 

ment was issued as a press release-on 19 September 

and began: "_Freedorn of the press in Chile is being 

V strangled by_ Communist and Marxist forces and ' 

' I... 
. 

_ 

‘
_ 

their allies. ") . 

'
_ 

‘ - ¢ ' 1 . 

. -- World press coverage of the International Press 

As-sociation protest and on the details ofllie I
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Communist efforts to seize control of the Chilean 
. - _ 

' press. 0 

._ 

' 4 
' -- A program of journalists --_ actual agents and other- 

, V 
. . . 

0 
_ 

' 

,

' 

wise .-V-~ travelling _to Cihile -for on-the-scone reporting.
i 

.(By 28 September, CIA had in place in, or enroute to, 

Chile 15 journalist agents from-‘n 10'dii"£e1-ent countries.
I

5

\ 

l" This cadre was supplemented by 8 more journalists _ 

’ \ 

from 5 countries under the diregtion of high level
_ 

4 
. , .

‘ 

. 

I 
‘ 

. 

‘
‘ 

' agents who were, for the rnost part, in managerial “ 

' " 
. 

V .1
» 

' capacities in the media field.) ' 
" 

' ' “ 
. 

~ ¢ ' ’ 

.

“ 

-as a result of the ensuing furore, Allende --- sensitive to world 

-- opinion and attempting to project the image of a. rpoderate, non- 
‘ _

. 

dogmatic socialist -- decided to become more circumspect. i‘ By 
‘ . ‘ v v_ 

. 
0. -~ 

_ 
. l ‘ 

_ 

Z5 September, hca.vy'-handed intimidation of the press had virtually 
. 

_ 

» I 
, , 

.¢°.a.sed. -. l 

' 
' ’ -' 5

' 

- -c. Al1cnde's show of strength had made its point howevez-a..th_e
_ 

.'Chi.1ea.n press, including _“El Mcrcurio", never regain its .
2

K 
' ' ' 

a . . Y . 

resiliency and remained thoroughly muted {rem thereon out. -Lnc§k- 

ingi the usual forums for spontavnooixs gcnc'ration‘a.nd replay of‘
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fpropaganda. inside Chile, CIA had to rely increasingly on its own 

. ,. secret/sz:<:-mva 
‘ 

.

' 

-9- = 

4_
‘ 

0 0‘ .
_ 

resources: " 

' ' 

-- an undergrouncfpress dependent upon direct mail 
_ 

. . 

. 
_ _

, 
- 1 U ' 

_ 

- - 
" '...........:.-' . 

' - 

distribution; 
' ' 

- ' . 
' .' 

-4 4- 

--' ‘placement of individual news items through agents - 

' -against the resistance oi a eowed management; ' €~ 

0. --- . financingeof a new, albeit small, newspaper; 

-- subsidy of an anti-Allende political group and its ' 

' radio programs, political advertisements, and 
d I 

'
O 

political rallies; and, 
A 

' 
'

- 

. 
- 4 

_- -- direct mailing of foreign news articles to P:-esi~ € 

dent Frei, .Mrs. Frei,_ selected militaryklieaders, 
' ' 

_ 
and the Chileandornestic press.’ - 

' 

l

- 

This, effort did not, and could not, .repla.'ce' a Chileanpress, ‘fully 
i

i 

operative and free of restraint. Virtually alone, it did keep the 
1 ' 

' 
- 

' 

_ - 
'

- 

‘voice of public opposition alive inside Chile for coup purposes 

during the final weeks of this period. 
4 
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- d. The magnitude of the propaganda cax_'n_paign mounted during , 

. 

‘ 
¢ ' .

0 this six week period in the Latin American and Europeanlmcdia --n 
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Easide from the U.$., the two "outside" areas with, by far, the 
v . 

greatest influence on Chile -~ is evidentfrom the fact that only ' 

} , partial returns show 726 articles, broadcasts, editorials, and 
similar item_s as a direct result of agent activity.‘ dust how many

f 
. 

' 
- ' 

- s 

of these items were replayed is not known
.

1 

/ 

Nor, has CIA any idea of the scope of the ‘ 

irnmeasurable multiplier effect -— that is, how much its "induced" 
news focused media interest on the Chilean issues and stimulated ' 

* ' - 
' 

- 
‘ 

_ 

' 
, . 

additional coverage -'- except that, even by conservative standards, . 

this contribution must have been both substantial and significant. » 

-. ' e. Specialtintelligence and ,i‘inside" briefings we're given to 
v

. 
~ 

. - u 
. 

r 
, .

_ 

U. S. journalists in deference to the international influence of the ' 

.. . 

U. S. 'media. Particularlynoteworthy in this connection was the 
' ' cover story which owed a great deal to written materials and Time 

briefings provided by CIA. The Time correspondent in Chile who 
- ' 

- - » 2... 
' 

. , - was providing much of thebackground material for the story ' 

apparently accepted ./\.11cnd_e's protestations of moderation and _ _ 

constitutionality at face value. . CIA briefings in Washington plus‘ 

- ease; 
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basic thrust oi the story in the final stages according to another 
° correspondent. It provoked Allende to complain on . Tame

_ 

'13 October,’ '_'\‘!e are suffering the most brutal and horrible pres-
_ 

.- _ . Q __ . .

0 

sure, both domestic and international, " singling out Time in 
particular as having "openly ¢au¢<1'-":55 ‘an invasion of Chile. 

- 0 - 

. 

'
' 

S. Political Action - 

1 0 ' 

o -
. 

A. The political action program had only one purpose: to 

induce President Frei to prevent Allende's election by the Congress 

on 24 October and, failing that, to support -- by benevolent neutrality" 
. . ' '

_ 

at the least and conspiratorial benediction at the most -- a military 
, n 

4 

I 

, 

. 

‘ 
I 

. . 

' coup which would p_revent Allende from taking office on 3 November. . 

_Realistically, the task was one of attempting to recast Prei, as a 

political personality, in a roledemanding dccisiveness and - 

2 '_'rriachismo" to a degree that,‘ thus far, had eluded him.. Pressures 

from those whose opinion and/or approval he valued -~ in combination 
. . °. . .¢ - 

with adequate propaganda orchestrations -- represented the only hope 
\ - . .

' 

q O 

of converting Frei. - ~ 
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-' ‘b. 5-‘As an initial" step, an Arnerican agent who had handled C1A's 

covert funding oi Frei's presidential campaign in 1964 was dis- 
i

‘ 

patched to Santiago to recontact Frei. ~p His discussions with Frei 

conveyed the following points (which 'wer_e:u.nder_sto'od to ernanaitle 

from the U.S. Government): " 

' '~_ ‘_ 
' 

_ 

.2 .' ' i ' 

1'
1 

un- 
I ,_ 

'
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. . . 

Allende as president would be an unparalleled " ~ 

disaster for Chile (Frei agreed). >: 

' 

‘ 

'
' 

Frei had both the power and obligation to prevent 2' 

this. .

" 

Should Frci need assistance in resettling in another 

country, a. generous resettlement and cost of living- 

stipend would be forthcoming. (The clcar~ implication - 

_ 

.., _. 

being this would be Frei's recompense should he try‘ ‘ 

and fail to prevent Allende‘s_inauguration.' )' ' 

I 4 

In the event of a military coup, the successor 
v \ 

government would enjoy U. S. support and quiet 
. 

' 
. 

' ' ' r.- 
applause. : Y 

_ 

- 

' '_
. 

In the event Frei's re-election gambit succeeded, _. 

the U. S. Government would be prepared to provide -_ 
. . 

' ' ‘ 

0 ' 

substantial support for Frei's presidential campaign. 
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i Though delicaflely stated, Frei understood clearly the subt1eties' 

and. implications ofthe foregoing 

\ 
Frei-was gracioixs, ' 

' understanding, and frank as always, and, _as a1wa.y"s with him, 
< 

‘ 

_ 

. 
.- . ' 

..' ,4 
- 

' ' . I 
_.. 

nothing happened. 
' 
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V

, 

c.‘ -In Europe end Latin America, prominent and influential 

members oi the Christian Democratic movement -as well as the 
. 

~ . , 
V

' 

Catholie Chureh were prompted to visit -Frei or send personal _ 

. 

- r 

'rnessa.ges to him urging that he save Chile. Some of these cncleavors
. 

" ' 

_ 
.1 

were the followingi ' '

_ 
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The Wcsf German Christian Democratic Party -- 
which enjoyed special equities with Frei by virtue 

of geixerous support to the'Christia.n Democrats in
- ~ -

, 

_ . . . 

Chile over afrange of_mauy__y_e'§3r_s' -- d-ispatched 

several top-1eve'1_ emissaries to Chile; They. con-P 

_ . A __tacted Prei and other Christian Democratic leader 

I . 
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Qui- 
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p ‘, »'. " 
in Chile as well as President Ca.1'dera._of Verzezucla. 

Eb:-President Romulo -Betancourt of Venezuela sen.

S

t 

Frei a. strong personal message on opposifig - 

.

- 

Communism and Allende as did the President of th 
Venezuelan Christian Democratic 'Pa.rt-y through 2. 

press sta.tement.' 
_ 

'

- 

Ex-Presldent Carlos Lleras of Colombia rrxade -a. 

special trip to Chileand me]; privately with Frei 

twice, each time urging courageous action to save 

Chile. ' 
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Jac ues Maritain, one of the international ii ures ‘1 
p . 

0 4- 

in Catholicisrn most respected. by Frei, sent a 

personal message indicatingithat Frei and his 
. 

. I

. 

party must oppose Marxism. , 

of the Italian 

Christian Democratic Party --‘ ivhich had. good . 

fratei-nal'rela_tions with Frei and his party -- 

2‘-efusecl to intervene. 
_ 
(He said it was a hopeless 

situation and. he saw no point in risking his reputa- 

tion in a. lost cause.) '

. 

. v 
'

~ 

Collateral e£forts__w_ere made to influence Frei or those close to
0 

Frei, such :-.-:2: 
_ 

I - 

. 

- , T ' 
. 

' Q
\ 

--4 Influential lay Catholics sent messages to or 

-- through a series of lay 

visited. the Vatican. ’ _' 
. 

_ 

_' 
_

' 

0 

- 

> 

' I 
'

. 

and clerical pressuresfrom other countries, was 

dissuaded from ceding an Allende victory prior to 
' ,__ 

his Congressional election actually taking placei 
. r 

u 
'

.

» 

Telegrams were sent Mrs. Frei from women's_ - 

0 0 
' 0 / " -groups in other Latin American countries. ,‘ 
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Foreign press items were mailed directly to Frei,‘ 4 

Mrs. Frei, and Christian Democratic Congressmen 

in 
_ 

- 

l 

_ 

- - 

I 
I

' 

- -- i Intelligence was surfaced indicating that, ' 

once in 

. power, "the Communists inténded to denigrate Prei 

Kits the first step in the dissolution of his party. _'
U 

‘ 

Id. _; In spite of everything, Frei never asserted himself. Indeed, 

he failed to attend or to influence‘ otherwise the 3-4 0ctober' Congress 
' - “$1. 

of his party at which tirne it was decided by a substantial margin to 

make a deal with Allende. With that decision, the Frei re-election, 
_

1 

. > ' . . 

gambit died and constitutional alternatives had been exhausted. Sub- 

sequently, 'Frei did manage to confide to several top-ranking military 

officers that he would not oppose a 'c6up, with a. guarded irnplication 

‘he might even welcome one. Yet, when a coup opportunity and 
0 0 ' 

4 
' I ‘ 

_ , :0 

_ situation presented itselfiupon the assassination of Army Commander 
in Chief Schneider,' Frei moved quickly away from it. " 

,_._
i 

5. Militarv Coup 

a_. :After early October -- absent any evidence that Frei was 

responding, politically speaking, to artificial respiration ‘-- 

1% 1:0. 1.
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I 
military coup increasingly suggested itself as the only possible _ 

solution to the Allende proble'm.§ Anti-Allende currents did exist 

if in the military and the Carabineros, bet were irmnobilized by: 

the tradition of military re‘s';3.ec‘t';'for_-‘:_l~.e'Constitetion:
I 

. , . . . 

_ . .

0 
- 

_ 

-- ' the public and private stance of General Schnei<ler,_ 

' Commander in Chief of. the Army, who advocated . 

strict adherence to the'Constitu.tion; ' Y 
I

. 

- 

v. 
.... . 

H 
fear of the reaction of non-commissioned officers "' 

. 
, 

' 
who tended to harbor pro-Allende sympathies; and,__'_i' 

. 

-'- 
_ 

a strong propensity to accept Allende blandishments 
. . 

- 
.

' 

‘ to the effect that the rnilitary had little to fear from 

him._ 
_ 

' 
' ' 

.'
_ 

' [Although individ<ua.l' officers among the top leadership of the military 

and ‘Carabineros were pre-disposedyto take action, they felt the Army 
was-central to a successful coup, and, as 1ong_as General Schneider 

' remained the head of the Army, the Army could not be counted upon. 
General Schneider's attitude could only be changed through the ~ 

"" 

personal intervention and forceful a.dvoca.cy- of a coup by President‘ 

“F:-e_i; something, it ‘Became obvious,‘ the latter alas most unlikely to 
W 

. ' . 

bringhimself to do._,/ J ' 
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b. [The-U. S. Ajrrny Attachein Santiago had a wide range of 

excellent contacts ainong the military with whom he enjoyed » 

.~. '

_ 

- unusually close, frank, and confidential relationships. ' 

0 

<b:»<1> 
f <b:»<8> 

"When, as noted previously, ‘the_U. S. _A1-my Attache xyas 
r . 

, . 

. placed under the operational control of the CIA Chief of Station, "the - 

two worked in tandem on the coup endeavor. a general rule, 

y 

members of the "illegal" team initiated and picked up those contacts ' 

J with.the highest risk potential, that is, ‘those individuals whose ' 

- ' 
, . y, 

credentials, reliability, and security quotient were unproven and, .
Y 

\JJ'lkno\VTl-,~" 
I 

. 
" I 

V 

. 

\ 
._ 

. H 

' 
I 

c.“ Between October and Z0 Qctober, the CIA. Station and the ' ' 

Q I , _ 
V ‘ . 

Us S. Army Attache --i for the most part, the lattere-fmadcij ~ 
- (b)(3 

_- contacts with key military and Carabinero officials. §i"I‘hese contacts 

required ahigh degree of overt plausibility or clandestinity since, ' 

by that time, Allende was acutely aware that only the vmilitary 
- 

Y 

' 

. . 
'.

1 remained between himself and the presidency, and, vaccording1'y,' 

monitored the activities of key military figures tluite closely. ..

4

U 

Through direct contact, the 
‘ 
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1 

the ' 

.Ma_.terie1, the Army Director of the War Academy, and the Army , 

Director of the Non-Commissioned Oificers School were advised 

.of the U. S. Government desire to deny ~A11ende_the.presidency and
D 

. 3 ‘ 

‘its willingness to support a coup attempt. The '

I 

and the were made 
1 A 

,0

_ 

H 

privy to the U. S. position through trusted "high-‘level. military inter-7 _ 

1‘ 

_ 

. 

"' , \._ ._
‘

C 

rnediaries. " ' 
' 

. 
- 

‘ ' 

_ d. During this same period in October,‘ the "ii1ega.1s'i estab- 

.1ishedAdirect contact and conducted negotiations with the leadership
1 

of the two incipient coup "movements". involving the greatest risk: 
‘ 

'

' 

claih-zed to 
_ 

' ' 

have 4, 000 rhen organized in the greater Santiago '

_ 

- area. He requested arms and axnmunition from his 
"illegal" contact. When it cleveloped .. 

was somewhat eccentric-and had little, i£'any', 
~

. 

e <b><1> 
. 

0 " 
<b><8> 

organization of the scope claimed, contact was ' ' " 

dropped.
A
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' 
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.,_ _. 
All activities. of retired Army General V_ian:~:’

' 

| 
Q 

' 

.

' 

were being careiully scrutinized byibotlu Allende 

and General Schneider during this period because‘--‘ 
H’ 

having led the unsuccess£u.l..T.a'<:na x;e_gi'ment revolt " 

in Dctober 1969 -- he was a. ‘know:-4 dissident Qeith
. 

sorrie residue of influence in the'Army. 
' Viaux 

was contacted by several "illegals" at different 

points of negotiation with him. He requested a 

sizeable airdrop of arms and ammunition in-the 

icountryside (which was denied as unrealistic under 

the circumstances), substantial financial support 

_prema.turely an action that would spoil the better 

life insurance policies for his princi- 

.pa1s_ (up to $250, 000 in coverage was agreed u;}¢5),- 
_ . 

_ 

I 

>. _ 

‘ 

- .. 

and paralyzing gas grenades (which were not 

immediately available), Finally, it became evident 
_ 

- , 
. 

' . . . 

thatjviaux did not hare the organization er support 0"-~ 

to carry out a successful coup, but miglit trigger» 

. 
- . . . / - 

chances of doing so from witlnn the active duty 1 

. 
, , . 

. . 
'- 'i§}_i§~;9.3/-\ . 
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e. Eventually, the best prospects for A successful _cou;>lwcre
' 

A 

developed among the _high-level military contacts. 
l 

On 18 Octooer, 
General Valenzuela, who was. in command of the Santiago Garrison,_ 

__ _ (H _ 

mas ONLY - 

‘ -2.1.. ~ 

‘ll military itself. -Direct contact was ‘suspended 
Q

. 

- . 

. 0 

and an alternate channel of emergency communi- 

cation was established. - 

' 

~ - T 

' 

adylsed that he, 

l 

- 
“-c'-\\¢~eu:'--:~'- ‘ 

"
, 

xvere prepared to sponsor a CO\.1p‘\ The plan was to: 4' 

~. 

' 

. 

<b><1 

p 
_ 

<b><8> 

-.. most of F:-ei‘s__ cabinet wolild resign“ and be replaced '--
l

1

I 

kidnap General Schneider; ~
V 

. 

' 5 

have the command of the Army pass to the neat 
' . 

in line, General Pratts who at least was not 

dogmatically opposed to a lcofip 

by military and Carabinero tnembcrs; 
u _ 

p 0 , . 

Frei would renounce the presidency and leave the
' 

- 
_

J 

country; and, 
. '. 

‘ 

' 
. ’ 

a military junta would be installed. * 

- 

’ 

- 

_ . .4139 =3 
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ilndications were that I-‘rci was aware of the main elements of this 

plan as were a few_cabinet'members.;’ The only assistance requested 

by Valenzuelanfito set the plan in motion‘-,through Schneider's abduction?1 

_ _ _, _ _ 
1... . __....‘. 

i
. -was several sub-machineguns, ammunition, a few tear "gas grenades, 

- and gas masks) (all of which were provided)/iplus $50, 000 for expenses 

(which ws'§ readyl to be passed upon dem.and).v_,-' 
_ 

V 

l 
4

0 

' 
I. On_2Z October, General Schneiderwas. mortally woundedon "I 

his way to work. General Pratts was appointed to command the _' 

Army in place of Schneider. Frei made a stronglstatement denouncing 

the assassination and declared a state of emergency; as a result
' 

- thereof, Gene:-allvalenzuela assumed control oi the Santiago area. 
- . 

‘ 
.

' 

' 

. 
u

-

. 

Inleffectfthe military were in contro'l_o£ Chile and in an excellent 

position to follow through with, a successful coup irrespective of L-‘rei‘s 

actions or inactions. They did not -- probably because of the strong " 

reaction 'of_Frei andlthe public to the Schneider affair and laclz of any 

positive encouragement from Frei. Their rationale is not-certain at 
_' 

- 
- 0.... 

. . 

this stage," nor, for that _matter, is it certain who or whatlgroup was 

ultimatel ' res onsible for .Sclmcider's assassination. §The Valenzuela ' 

Y . . . 

group claimed that it was not and that all materiel passed toit is stil \IL 
. . 

_ . I 
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_ 
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soon-passed; and, Allcnv; was easily elcc c_ Y ' O 
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