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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON, D.C, 20505

TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Invegstigaticn
Attention:

FROM: Deputy \Director for Plans

SUBJECT: Redex Corporation; Redex-Pacific,
Redex Corporati 231z i
Armaments, Iac.
above companies, 1404 New York Avenue NW.
William W. Turner, representative of both Redex
and Ramparts Majazine. | |

in Redex \Vietnam, Anc.

»

l. One William W. Turner) ¥ho is belicved to be
identical with William W. Turne® who wrote an article on
FBI "bugging” practices for Yovember 1966 issue of
Ramparts Magazine, called on/the headguarters of The Asia
Foundatlon, San Prancisco ox 26 Janwary 1967. He was
described as a tall, cleapécut, sand¥-haired young man in his
early 30’s and said he wat a free—~lance writer from Sausalita,
California. He said he/was also cnployed by the Redex
Corporation and producéd a business card\which listed simply
his name, Redex~Pacific, Division of Redex Corp. Turner
said he was calling upon The Asia Foundatiog as the result of
\1n New York City. Turner

a telephone call f£rom Mr.
: identified As a “"frce-lance writer who wontributes
i regu New York Times Sunday Magazina”. He said

larl U T
Mr. &ald im he was doing an articlic on *-wrlcan
foundations d wanted current, complete background information
- on The Asia foundation for his article. Turner then proceeded
‘ directly t¢ the gquestion of TAF's source of funds. \Ameng
' other guegtions, he asked: is your income reported o the
IRS? whérc can I examine these records? were you one of
the foufidations locked at by the Patman Committee? did\you
know at some American foundations have been used as a tonduit

for CIA funds?

Choud 1
Exgluiad from romn.
eoamnain e and
[ it LA
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2. Turncr was described asz pleasant, defoeront and
therwise a picture in studiced innoconce throughout the
conversation. At the same time, he asked oxactly the "righ
questions. Turner nevor revealnd a connection with Ramparts
Magazine, and the afficial yith whom hoe talked was not awaxe
of TuXer's or conncction with Ramparts.

v regarding Redex Corp. and itg
raisce interaesting gquestiohs as

of articlos om the San Francisco Examinor of 8 Tébruary 1967,
from the Washiugton Daily News of 28 lrobruary 1967, and from
the Washington Post of 3 larch 1967, are attachgd for your
convenience, Th indicote that Redex is cngaged in a wide
varicty of activitices including the sale of 3 to foreign
.governments and individuals, spy equipment, /anti~bugging
devices, telephone sgramblers, and at prasgnt arc recruiting
"ty as go-go gi ight ¢lub tg/be oponed in Saigon
by and ona

to a possiﬁi§§:onnection betweon Ramparts and Rede Copies

4. Name checks of Agancy files on subject individuals
and organizations are being run and £ho Burcau will be

Attachments ~ 3

Exduded
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N iscded for Saen
i

Ly JULIAN T2ORRBISCN club, but said it will seat 729

By late Aptil or carly May Qs porsens initially with rosa fo
i based in Suigon will ke cnjoying expand {o accommodate 1169 if
10 topless Amcrican go~°o dane- necessary.
crs imported {or the ciiy’s now-  ASSOCIAWE
: {:..t nz'ml:t cxubll:y an cm.erprx.:?l;
; Wasliagton busieessman {aken care of Ly Lis associate
his Vietnawese paiaer. M. Huag who, :irle yaid, has

.+ Yor an admission fee of {3 “interest” in the Sa:gm Pést,
. and a minimum of $10 (beer forwerly published by the outn
will be $1 a can, whisky $2 an Vict Namn Ambagsador Ao {he
> eance) Amencan troops caa Unifed States, Bue Dien.
: Nobserve” and talk to i Mr, Bast said Ahe sirict
«dancers at The Saigon sercening of prosghetive £o-go
,Disgcotheque A-GoGo, tie dancers is recesgiry because of
+ bralnchild of Ricinrd L. Bost'of  the high calivef he wants and
i Washingion and Nguven Ba because Ropfex-Vietnam  will
Lunz of Sajgon. ™~ invest approximately $1530 i
The two mun, who operate the ¢ach gifl in  fransportation
{ Lzl of Hed®y-Vielac, I..;.., alone. )
% yith headeyariels at hu'"i\__ ToAhat end, the lie detecior
York-av nw, wxe cuneatly festto be given each successiul [f
A4 ruaniag newspapexr gpplicant iacludes suca
-y edvertiseinents in Wsghington, Auestions as “Do you kelicve
‘¢ Baltimore and Spa IMwanciscp” fae- United States should Lo
' scexing topless reeruifs. %gnhng in Vic.; Nam?”, ezl “Ls
LT DITECTION 7 wye anything in your
To qualify, Mr, Bast Aags, baciground that would subject

. 1 I)l)
girl raust be-belweon 24 and 23 you {o blackmail?
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‘§ years old, single, wijlag lo sign SECURITY ] . :
% a sixanonth contragf and take a ., Bast said one of tio i
lie delector test. seelgity problems tie US. kes ‘ i

o cncounfered in conneetioa wiih T ' 5
X We don't Avant any hard- t.xx.,tm,, Saigon nigit clubs is , . .

- Litten stippers or prostituics,” hat vy of their B gidds eco
HMr.- Bagg said ycsterday. Viet Cono dyents. ]
r “Toat’s Ahe trouble with tne “Our é’w of course, will ko |

anything but,” he said.

,' ‘, joints Afie Gl's frequent over
{aery” now — the t {oken
Lafdre tioy know lté{' g The girls will also Le
Torbidden by their ‘qontracls {a |!

The Saigon Discotheque A-Go- rarry, and may “jave die

!
|
)
1
{ Go, he sa.d wil be a typical oonyrncts renewed onli on tie %

/4 Americsa go-go nightelub. company’s option. “Afthe all, TR ,
“For $15 the GI will have rock {liey have to be an asset fy us. |7 . L ‘ .
a - roll  music (by (w0 Vie're in business to make\a e cn

Vieinamese bands) to listen o, profit,” hir. Bast said.
J4merican gitls to obscive and 1 said that if the Saigon clid
1 Laseriean givls to talk {o. iz a success, Redex-Vietnz,
LECTAY plans others in Da Nang, gr;n
“} “Cf course they'll be topless R:-a.!; Bay ord in Bazgik,
(cily on slage) which P'm sure '1_“:'11‘““‘1 fn response fo t‘:"
{ wiil appeal to the GL” he said. b{nldup of American forees.
L soid the girls will wear ; HOTS: ,
“pasties" while daneing and S |
‘wil don a blouse or olacr e - :
; covering  when sitting at a
 cusiomer’s {able or dancieg
1 wiith b,

i “They will drink only ginger
‘.;:Qalc, provided by the
,“‘ management, " he said, noting
. the  widespread eriticisin of
.} Saigon B-girls in present night Coe s
‘ z clubs there. ot ; S
He said he, persona;ly, does |, ', . e Lt v,
-+ not know tht. site =y cluded—
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Ly Bichard Seviro

Waoshington Post Siaff Wiiter

If a wealthy Arab pxmce
fecls he'd like a few Cozen
Spanish machine guns or a
clutch of Italian haad gro-
nades, Richard Bast soys he
cen acrange it.

J

UGG

-—-_-.—-

Iig,

Hong Koang wita .{wo pairs of
trousers for Lod (R is cone
vinced it would cost %00 in

W eshdaglon).

“Iia in 1he capori-uaport
busiaess,” he sald. “reople Iy
oire coauatlsy waat rauehandise
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heeause @e wauls 10 GO some-
1thiny fof vur boys in Vietnzia.

Theta 3 a prolt aotive,
{uo,//1ie wias 10 clucge lue
5 (o 1o pet inlo Lis place
ad a rasiagaa of L1, whicn
tiuey roay wee up by wrinking
Josnntld e ab L1 oo oeanr
(525t 15 Cactusive Violonamese
bty for 8oy wo bes)
or Vissy for 62 a shot,
£ 1oy e’ pol wrinkins,
thox Liay we oble to aance
Titad B2 GF L@ 230 LU, [l
a0 wWid ue lopless va stage
Lub tlul‘: Jd ua tie Goace floun
oot was O n.cd it e service-

.o vl s dble o use wy

tu(.n Lu.u_.'lux 1:_.»!." l.l_)’ Duy-
in? Gt o ib 1,0-,,u girls.

407 cource nob ant gakd.
“euco mee uot padag o be
07 Lo fa s place.
Thal's just wiaal we \yant to
LUt Lwey from”

Bust i takiug {ivae cutgowm

. e an American infantry.aan {ruid c3olacs vodawy, L et it
in Vietnam wants to send his for tacdl. Yoa naie i
. Sweetheart an electric blanket, 1accenancice and Ieaa et ig”
'ihchar.d Bast says he can ar- . e paaced ot @ LioacHt in
rende it his tiny, cuailt, paaseled/oitice
If a Hottentot polentate on thie niata nocs of 1408 New
wants anything from a case of Yori ave. uw,
canned nuts to a planeload of A coupie of Cays ayo Dust
cl.ectronic 5py equipment, made aews whey e revealed
* Richard Bast cca arrange that, plais for hus -Kuost export—
{oo. . toviess §o-[0 s,
. “I'm a middleman,” says e 5o-go/4iis cue yoing to
Bast, a nightelup Lasi cad a Vietno-
I:Ie leaned forward in his rﬂc“e p"' ier plaa 1o opea’ian
swivel chalr, his 6-foot, 1-inch, Saig
180-pound frarae nattily io- '.l‘h J are sk to call it tie
splendent in a silk-lined blucx Saigon D;oouh‘_.,u\, A-Goln
wmohair suit he picked up in o 205t cays e i3 epealal it
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~Whlch3-'tﬁ!ght. refuse to issue '\
visas if the U.S. Government

requested such an actmn.;

' But At would be a‘mlstake fo -

‘of Richard Bast as ex-

el wely concerned. with such
chesty matters. JIn fact, he is-

~worried  lest peoplo think of

him pr qarily #s a qxght club .

" operator,
““l am a
d said. “I am

tional marketing.”
Bast is the pre

three companies:

. & Redex Viet-Namy' Ine,

4 which in addition to girls
ports Japanese cars (the Isuzu
Bellett with a 1500 cc enginy-
scotch, bourbon, Japanese and

l Philippine beer, and a wide

idcnt' pf

-3 variety of . electronic equip-

erchandiser,” he .

: reputable busi- . ;
nessman who\is not. a neo-
i phyte in the ways of interna- o

im- -
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: ment ‘ranging from'f;elevlslon
.sets to spy devices.

® Redex Corp., which sells

almost,_anything to anybody.in .
fom'elgn countmes othex than_ :
* Vietnam.s -~ - . Eln

o Consolidated Armaments
Inc., which sells mostly smaH

fu

arms — machine guns,rifles,’

.. pistols, -hand- grenades: < to.
" “foreign governments- and prx~
. vate individuals overseas. - .= ., .
Al companies are headQUar-

tered in Bast's. office in Wash+-

ington, two rooms which are *
only slightly -bigger than’'a
couple of tclephone “booths.:.-

His secretaty sits in one room;
Bast is in the other. In'th
room with" Bast' are somefile
cabinets, two teléx machines
for .sending and receiving. or;

.ders {or -overseas ‘busmess,

yearly gross,’ s:mled and said:

t say we do: &> nice bUai-.,~'.
_ngss.” -Nor.-could. he estimate |

is. ptofxt. margin, “It-varies,
dependlnd on: the - merchan-

v

dise. Sometiies itis only«g o )

4 per cent, ‘other tunesA

_ high as 50 pex: ent” .

Whatever - the ‘take', it 53
enoux,h to keep- him ine mohaxr

See Dast B4 Col.

cufflinks, a‘

suits, oversized gold-colo od
1965 ' Cadjllac,i
Fleetwood .and a homé

Bank of Washington and

Jolm J, O’ Bncn.
_|lawyer, as a pri ate'investipay
“Vtor'and Pprocess’ server. ,Ho

Bast saxd
He lives m Chcsterbrook
son, two da
dog and tw0 . 4
/ a tiger S§kin rug
picked up in Calcut-

/\ The customers, governmen—
tal and private, that buy arms,
spy -devices and other mer-
chandise, according to Bast,
are in French West Africa, Ni-

Arabia, France, Kuwait, Jor-
dan, ~ Lebanon, 'Sw‘itzerland
Thailand and South Vietnam.

d a: mounted ﬂsh identi-{’

geria, Uganda, Greece, Saudi|

form his counsel, Bernard
Margolius.

“My service is a question o
integrity with me,” Bast said.
“I' feel that when I am dcahng
with overseas clients I am in a
sense representing this coun-
try. I have to be honest.”

ton. After his graduation from

Washmgt.on Post. Then came

the Purple Heart there.
After the Marines he re-
turned to the presses briefly,

Bast is a native of Washing-}.

‘Eastern High School he wasl, - -
emplo_yed briefly as an api¥ -
prentice . pressman at Theff.

service with the Marines in
Korea. Bast says Le received|i

but that work did not appeal
to him. He had suffered a

* Richard Bast is a-man who

slipped dise and his back hurt,

cof

in 1954 he was employcd by
a 'Washingtlon

'started the Redex Corp:jn -

'1660. He is still licensed as a

private detective: .
“I've come a.long way from,
the pressroom.” he-said. “Life
as beea good to me. T’ am a
living example that there is an

oppottunity for”’ people with

integfity who -are. willing to
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