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Could Saddam Step Down as a Ployto Delay U5 Action? (S//REL) -' 
. .- -4 

p1'nahat'¢'Iltd|eflb:tm&r|w't*t5;p{arn, ' 

malodomw. Sutdemmigbtellculntee sudden, wi!I-dmld~nu!gnae'an- dlmougn no die shots In Iraq-couldetirmw the lfiaffstride andpumonean IfilIIfl'0nI'_'8' de:mm_1an.at81ns-nnne.~ aft/he “nerr"sItubtIon foqmillhryacebri emdea. IIl_!_l3*lgnJbbn ' 

ploy hedlilfle emcee Saddam his reallta power "by 
his gestumh stvkeAmbmrf:bnce to

_ 

Saddam realizes that lftheusinvedes Iraq. b8Wil|l05ep0werand'-pmbably_hl§llfe.Ba$ed on hispastbehavior, Saddamsurelyhassom_esurprisa"uphissleeve.11\eRed=Cell 
consulted CIA analysts‘ and onan eleventh Saddam might use to 

' 
~

_ 

Standing Down to Upstege '

_ 

Sadddm relishes power and will dovirtuaily anything to retain it. Hlsfo'esfare»tl%rel'ore prudent to prepare for the even Saddammight seeas anathema until he sees theend approaching. For asliam resignation in which from behind the scenes wouidbe far preferable to him than exile a_b’toad; but he might fear-‘loosing tontrol, especially of security He would be mindful"of'Mllosevic’s 
_l;_at§, mlcuiatinqa successor weuld eventually tum him over to thelivar Crimes V 

[1 u . -_ 
_ 

. 
. 

‘ 

-
. 

-Moreover, Sadmm-'s pelsonalltyislllsultedtostepplngaside. Hereactednegatlveiy whenadlplomat ralsedwfliliimthepossibiltvofadle, reflecd 
J _ 

Nevertheless, in the face otoverwheiming foroe, to seea resignationgarnbita's.offeringthebes_t'hopeforpersonaI survivaland the~en|y'way' to preserve»his'lnfluence. Compared to death atUS hands or foreign exile, voluntary resignation might strike him as a_ retain oontrol.thi'w9h -"a hand-picked posturing as elder statesman, Sifllflcing position for the good‘ of Iraqi and Arab 
‘ 

- Saddam has already puppet master. Beforehe pmident in 1979, 
heexerdsedn$rabaoiute"pmverhornbeh1ndthethrmeasImq'smmber-hue 

. 
._ 

""-=H-w="~»r~==-nt 
0

- 
If en atteck against ‘trad Saddam might-calculate: that a last minute resignation would at least buy him adfitional time while the world puzzled over the sigmficance of such a move. If key aetors played their parts adroltly, Saddam might hope ‘ 
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to break up any existing coalition while denylnq the US the objective-of regime In a 
best case for him, Saddam might even be able to resume formal power at ‘behest of 
the Iraqi people" when the heat eventually subsided. ' 

. Even if the US refused to bite and moved ahead with invasion plans, Saddam would 
probably calculate--correctly. ln our states would pressure 

V 

Washington to pause and let the UN -try to deal-with the “new” regime. -

i 

. Neighliorlng Arab leaders might even praise Saddam's statesman-like-move to avert a 
potential crisis for thern indealing wlththe Arab ‘street’-especially-Vif 

_ 

._ 

claimed his departure would allow the world to focus on the ‘teal’ issue oflsraeli ' 

. aggression apalnstthemiestinians. - 
-- 

. 

' 
-- 

‘ 

, 

'

_ 

- A Saddam-resignation would also throw the already fractious iraqopposklonoi'f* 
balance and-cause a scramble for influence inside and Iraq; Despite suspicions 
ofwhatsaddamwas really uplio Kurds and Shiaoppoaitioneiemenu mightapproach 

. 

- I .

" 

A resignation rnightenhanoe Saddam's policyoftrylnotoappearfortlicomlngonuu 
inspections-., Saddam oould calculate a figurehead would be even more effective inselling 
the notion thatlraq tohide. with several year_s_'to‘oonoeal its programs and 
remove evidence from suspect facilities, the reglml stands an excellent chanoewof. fooling 
UNMOVIC and creating pressure in the UNSC -Sanctions 

’

_ 

- with inspectors-bacit in Iraq and Saddam on the sidelines, international a 
hard iinewould er . time, a“new"Iiaql regime oould resume its effonsto 

. develop wno. . 

y
_ 

Qualified "Candidates -for Front Man (S//REL) -

, 

To undertake a-faux resignation, need -a ‘stiooessorf to 
Saddam‘spersonal safety-andtlieinterestofthefemilyand1:iioo_derTii<ri‘t;dari. The new 
president would need to be wiiiingto serve an facade behind would rule - 

-and to resist efforts to transform the system or-marginalize the Bath ’party'.‘A-Saddam 
surrogatewouidaisoneedcredmiiitywldidiesecuntyservlcesandthek‘ 
and have a measure of internationalstandino,- especially~arnongArahs 

V
I 

Withthese oonsideratlons in mind, Saddafn might ‘go one of threeways:
‘ 

- Dynastic. Saddam's successor-is his younger son, Qusay, whomhe has 
been grooming for power. andthe 
Bath party. He would protectfarnliy andclaninterests.-He is lnthe Arab 
tradition ofdeference to parental authority and has-less potential 
successors to betray Saddam's trust, asilong as he remained coniortable in an etsatz 
role. Qusaywould be-seen as tosaddam, however, withalmost nofg leafto 
cover Saddam's continuing power. _ I 

- Constitutional. According in the interim 1970 Constitution as revised, the Vioe
’ 

Chaiman of the Revolutionary Command Council, Izzat al-Dun, shoulcibe Saddamis y. 
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successor. Al-Duri is a iuyai Saddam henchmen, having‘ survived in the oosition sinee” 
1979. His poor health and iack of charisma suggest he would not beta threatto‘ V 

Saddam., He is, howe-ver,' a sleazy figure tainted,by‘invoiv_emeni; in 
ap00r“face"tod1eoutsitieworid. ' ' 

» 

1 

‘

_ 

- Pragrnltic. Saddam might’tum'to Deputy Premier Tariq A'ziz ifhe" someone 
_ 

with greater standing in the outside world would oompietethe ruse. Aziz is weii known 
abroad, havingdeait with Western and Arab leaders for years, and is seen asa _ 

relative moderate. Asa Christian of some urbanity_,_A_ziz might be the -sort of benign‘ - 

face that can make Saddam's 1 oftacticai retreat H‘ -r

1 

power-base andage(72)vroiridmakemmeasytomanipuiate 
_ _ 

i 0 

If he decided to resign at the eleventh hour,‘-.§addar'n would in aii Hteihood makea major - 

speech. perhaos to a Bamist co'nciave,' erpiairiingthat he was stepping down to savehis 
oountrymen and to promote Arab interests. He might biametne US, with its imperialist ‘Z 

ambitions dndilionist string‘-puiiers, noting ma efforts in oust mm violated the V 

wiiiofthe Iraq peopieexpreszred in his“unanimous" reelection in Oeinber. i-iewouid make 
hi from 

' ' 

~ apieatotheArabworidtonoiongerieta“fa' "roonfrontationwith mdefiect ' 

r resistance to US-and,Israeii»ag*gr'ession. -

. 

Saddam wouidavoidtouching-'.much iess playing-the untiihewas ~-.9’, 

convinced he had noother alternative. In 1991, heorfered-to.witi\draw from'i$uvvaitoruly' 
.when maior ooaiition rriilitaiy rnovernenis were underway, but by then the coalition saw’ - 

Saddam's offer as a tactic. This time; support for moving against 
Saddam is much softer and a late surprise (5//REL) 

' ._i-
V 

If Saddam plays this"‘low probabiiity; gambit-, we might see indicators. 

.0ntfieeveofaresi9hation{S,'qddam'rr\igiit"‘pw‘g*e oifiomdiaisofquestionabie ioyaity 
"- 

"iestawowsvwedm-issdneevfi-,0 y 
" 

-

‘ 

.saaaamena:m1mq|meaa'migis:mereamwpomwe~¢eru99r.»wm~eh¢us" ‘ 

exciusiveiyasapersonaivendettaa9aisstSaddam,heipin9paved1e-.wayforari". 
accornrnodationwitlnhenewieader. " ' 

- 

i 
' 

-Y 

Q-Saddam lTiiQiitd>riSU|!iN_iUii'iiS$OIi$,3|-Dilfl andsomeBa'!h‘Pa ieaders.Wemight 
detectsucheflutsm‘5criptliresignadon, 

If a staged resignation unlkeiy m'd§'|3Y U5 
reassume the reins. He wouidiswing the into behind a -rj. 
“grass roots” necaii topower. fies: in a iastatterrlpt to 
avert conflict and protect people, had been wiiiing to step aside, but that eveiiiztiiis 
"magnanimous" gesture would satisfy the “rapacious" US administration and its aiiies, 
the Israelis and anti-Islamic Arab “iackeys." .0 -_ 

_ 

. 

. 

'

' 

"- -SuchthemeswouidresonateintheMiddie<Eastandcotidaci$vaterti1eArab‘street'-to 
violent protest againstkany support provided to US I
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