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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 

ONE 2 June 1972 
T0: The Director 

Fmm= George A. Carver, Jr. 

SUBJECT: Radio Project 

RHMM$:AttaChed are two papers dealing 
with the radio project. Attachment A, 
which you can read at your leisure (if you 
care to) is the concept paper I taiked at 
the l June WSAG, where it was discussed 
and endorsed. (Irwig asked a few ques- 
tions, Moorer pointed out the cost factors 
involved in using CORONET SOLO--1.5-2.0 
million of Air Force money--but the gen- 
eral atmosphere was warm endorsement 
ranging upward to positive enthusiasm.) 
Haig then directed that a memorandum be 
prepared for the President outlining all 
aspects of the project so he could render 
a decision thereon. Attachment B, at 
which I would appreciate your taking at 
least a quick glance, is my draft of the 
memo for the President, prepared per NSC 
staff (Holdridge) request as a memo to the 
SRG Chairman (Kissinger) from Sullivan 
(the chief psychological warrior). I 
propose to dispatch it to Sullivan prompt- 
ly if you have no objections.
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RADIO OPERA'l’I.O1\T CONCEPT PAPER 

I, Assurnptioii 

This PE-LPC1" is based on the assumption that Radio Ilar1oi’s six 
"t1'e.nsn1i.tte:rs in the It-Ianoi area are silenced tlirough rnilitary station. A 
sepatraite JCS paper discusses the ;rnilita.ry aspect of the problern, which 
in itself; should prove a. rnajor psychological initiative. 

ll. Proposal. ' 

l/Ve propose to preernpt Radio Hanoi's two n1ediurr1 wave 
frequencies (677 and 1010) for a. period of lLll'11G in oircler to: 

U} (1) hock the l\lorth Viotnzunose public into sense of 
the reality of their position, shal<in;_§ their conviction 

that they will eventually win the war. 

(Z) Exploit; tliie psyc'liolc>gic.ta.‘l. power of the suggestion of peace 
to sti.n1L1l.zite the Nortli Vietn.an1oso people to take a clifferent 

View of the struggle. 

(3) Create con.Eusion and genei-ate psycxliological 

pres:-:ure on the North Vietna.1nese leaclership and 

_ 

*(4) Gene1*a.te questioning doubts about tho officizil DRV 
leadersliip lino that North Viotnz.t1"n_'s goals can only be 

z-1.cl1ievec] tlirougli n.1i.l_i'l:u:ry‘ vi.cto:1_-y. 
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(5) Encourage the belief that peaceful negotizitions 
are a better rnethod, froni every perspective, for 

achieving tl1e North Vietnamese people's legitimate 

aspirations. 

IIL ,,r1i1?@f‘°‘1,3tti‘? epereech 
(1) If Hanoi's transrnittiiig facilities are incleecl silenced, We have 

no Way of knowing, or g"u.a.1'a1"1teeing, how long Hanoi will be off the air. 
The time lapse before the DRV can begin rebroadcasting via repairs or 
SO1'Il€3 forrn of jury rig niay be rneasurecl in rninutes, hours or clays. 
The concept here advariceci involves pi-eenipting lllaclio l~lei11oi's frequencies 

and conning up on thern the ininute IE~la.noi's C)"\-'\/'11 bro;1<;lcasts are silenced. 

Our loro2tclca.sts would be black in the sense that they would be st1'u.etureci 

to convince the North Vietna.n1ese listening public that they were hearing 
an official voice of the Lao Dong Party or at least sorne faction thereof. 

. . . . 
‘lo 

. . . . .
. (2) This black b1'a»oclcast would begin with st1'a;i1.ght news portraqylng 

a. grirn picture along these lines: "You are already aware of the g1'ea.t 
CS<38,lI.lliiOI"L in the bornbing being conducted on North Vietnarnese soil. You 
also know-of the /~\irnerica.n and GVN cffo rts to cut off supplies from‘ outs icle 
0111' country by rnining our ports and destroying our railroads ?.\.Il(l l1i.ghw2/iys 

rg_ 
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In aclclition rnany of our people have alreaxly dis covered at first hancl 

that power plants and factories are also being destroyed f1‘O1‘I1 the air. 

This has moved the bzittlefront. into our own country. The probletms this 

presents for us are very real. For CX&Lfl1pl€, supply ships frorn nations 

that have helped us in the past have turned away from the port of 

Izleiiphoiig and other ports because of the mines present and because of 

the A1"neric;an threat toptake other steps "toiprevent delivery of supplies 

to our country. 

"l3‘or about two nionths we have conmmittecl every 2LVELl.l.E;LlJl€§ division 

of our ziriny toe. I'I1ElSSlV(1 invasion of South Vietnztm. Despite our great 

e:Efc>rt., our forces have advanced only Z0 xniles into bouth Vie'tna:cn. Over 

/.lOU of the 'tar;il<s provided us by the Soviet Union have been clestroyecl by the 

South Vietnainiese rnilitizt ancl by the South Vietnamese a;r1nocl 1'01-(:05. 

l\/luch of our zirtillery provicled us by the Soviet Uiiion. also been 

clestroyeci. Al.thou§;h they have fought. very bfczivoiy, tens Qf Cl'l()LLS{liti£lS 

of our solcliers have been killed or Wounded. 

"The people of our country have wo1'1ceélha1"d and courzigeously, 

ez.1.rr‘ying out the slogan that the rea..i' supports the front. The actions of 

the US and the Govermnent of Vietnam in cutting; off outsicle supplies and 

_ 3-. 
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bor.nbi..ng all Ineans of supply a.:n.cl lI1'EL11SpOI‘lI2J_lIlOI1 Within our <;ountryl1a.ve 
created at situation where there no longer is a .1'c.a;r to ‘support the front 

Our own country is being heavily bornbecl, even our concrete plants, 
our ‘factories, our power plants, our railroads, bridges and our 
peizroleutm storage points. The rnining of our harbors and the cutting 
of ove1'lz1.nd CO'flT1TTl'1L1TllC€LlIlOl'_lS into our cowntry prevents our socialist 

allies frorn providing us with the rneans to continue the War. The pacificat-ion 
prograln in South Vietnanz, of which you have llezwcl so lnueh, prevents 
us fro1'11 relying 011 any Support Within that .éou11t1'y. " 

I 

(3) Once at llit-1‘Cl news picture of the true situa.ti.onl1ac1 been 
presented, our prtiposed b1*0adcast would then II10'\/‘Q. to stinrulzlte in'te;rnal 

stress by broa.(lca,sting the (notti.o.r1.al) co1nr.'.r'1L11.1i.qu.e of the "2151: Plenunq of 

the V‘i.etnan1 l/VO1‘l(Cfl.‘S Party Central Co"mn1i.ttee" -. (.21 rneeting; which has 
not ta}-con place --- the last was the 20th Plenutm). In "typical North 

Vi.etnan1ese janrgon this COi'111'I1U1'1l€1L1C will lay the blame £0 r the present 
crisis on the 3rd Party Congress (Which was in effectt their dec.la1'a.tio11 of 
war in 1960 on South Vietnaln) and state that "Peace has now berxorne the 
single guiiling obj ective of the Party. " (Full illustletive text zrtiiztehecl). 

._ /j;_
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IV. c_J*ll_'lci§\Z_:_c’>_11_V_a,1rc‘l f!&ne_il“l_.ary Ae_tio_1"_i_: 

(1) Radio Hanoi also l't'l&1SC1U_C1‘Z—l.(lGS as Liberation Radio (PRG) 
the Voice of the P'€L'l;1‘lOiZ Lao as well as the Voice of FUNK, Plans can 
be clrawn up to li)I‘O&2.ClCZLSt to those audiences in their lzinguziges on other 
radios with a. sirnple message of the clestructiotn North Vietnam is suffering. 
No twists are planned. ' 

(Z) All other White, black and grey radios will Inaxirriize their 
broacleasting cluririg the period that Radio llzinoi is clown on the assurnptioh 
that people with raclios will be sea.1"ching their dials for any news, even 
proscribed news. 

(3) If this project is zipprovecl, we propose to atetivate another 
p.1:ojec't Which could lend it verisir.nilitu<§le --- the ostensible inziiling froin 

Hanoi of a. "letter frorn I-Io Chi. Minh“ to exiles in PELIL‘iS. This letter 
would be ostensibly written at the SELITIC i.'l.1’11C% that Ho Wrote his will 211'lCl 

c:o:n_tain. his reservaJtio.n about the lezicle1'ship‘ qualities of Le Duan and 
his ;Fea.1' thzit Le Du:m.'s dcaginatisrn, stiiibboriless, and lack. of sophis"tica.1;io11 
could lead the Party into a cul do sate in the future; in which ease it is 

Ho's Vi/i.‘3l’1‘ill’iELlZ his 1.~ese1'vaitions be surfaced. 

._ 5 _ 
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V. CORONIDT SOLO appoams to be the only feasible way 
to l'l.T1plGT1"L(‘iIl'C this operation, for the following rcztsons: 

(1) There are no two alternate rnediuln wave trztnsinitters which 

could be Inacle ztvziilzible quickly. 

(st) The VOA rnccliuim Wave [ZrEl,IlSlTt1liIlICll3,',lI1 Hue cannot 

be hoard in Hanoi in the claytime —- when the bornbing has 

to talce place -- nor are they on the czorrect froqucency. 

(ll?) The VOA 1iI’l<i‘.(llLLL’I1 wave 'll1'EL11SI1'1lttCI' in the Philippines 

would require. tiine consnniing 1*e'tu.ning of the antennas to 

o;mp.l.0§J' Ilanoi's f1"equ.c11cios and cluring this period could not 

be used. for VO...’\.'s own p1"og:r'a.n:imi.ng. 

(c) Other" extant niezliurn Wave llI'ZL1'LS.T.1’1llliI(§l‘S present 

Sl1’I'1llZL1' techniczil (anti in SOI'I1\‘) cases political) p1'obl.e:rns. 

(Z) CORC).l\ll'Tl“ SOLO can be ready and corne on the ziir on Hai1oi's 
f.x;'equc11ci.es the 1no:men.t Illkiiioi Radio goes clown. 

(3) CORONE'l‘ SOLO's :n1odiu.n1 wave b1"'oadc.a,sts can be h-srarcl 

in the Rod River f[)olta but not in other World cities wlietro R:.idi.o Hanoi. is 

:n1onito1;‘ecl i.ntornati.ona.lly. Tllis fact coul.cll1cl.p 1T.Lll1l't'I.’1lZ(3: the blow l3E.‘.Cl< 

in Worlcl and U, 5,, opinion wl1.i.ch thus rnziy not learn of tho operation until. 

-.(,_ 

_ . _ ‘1 
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it is over. (This is the 1'eeLson that We do not plan to broadcast on short 
wave which can be heard ou.tsicle of North Vi.etnam_ ) 

(Kl-) A. final rea.so11 for trying to confine the broaclczlsst to North 

'Vie'l:nain for a. ll'f.I1llZCCl titne is to prevent any unprcclictable sicle effects 

in South "Vietnam. 

(5) The bornbing will perforce be carried out during darylight hours. 
'I'herei’ore our preelnptive b1'oaclcastS would start during the daylight and 

carry over into the evening. For planning purposes we consider that the 
operation will czontinuc only for these first few hours. V‘/“e assurrie that 

the DRV will (1) broa.clc.ast clenia.ls to the Hauioi City popula.ce on its 
clo secl circuit bi.-oa.dca.s'ting syste-In and (2) activate backup oquiprnent 

and deny ‘the br"oz-rdcastss on zi countrywiclo 'ba.sis in 9. n'1a.tter of hours 

if not rnir1.utes. ll/Vl1llO our operation rnay last only" at few l'I1il’lU.lf.C~!S, "the 

tot-ail. plan will inclucle at two to three clay contiiigency if .RZiCllO I-I:-2.uoi 

reznains off the air for that ].e11gtl1 of ti1r.11e. 

(6) To use CORONET SOLO for rnore tlien one or two clays would 
:rrequire considera.ble expense in l\/l'.lG cap and divertccl stril-ze sorties. 

Therefo re’, we would plan to s'l1ut clown our black operation after three 

clzaiys, pleadirig in1possibili.t*y to carry on because of allierl 1ni].itary pres surc-:. 

-. 7 ._ 
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Communique of the 2lst Plenum of the 
Vietnam Workers Party Central Committee 

The Central Committee of the Vietnam Workers Party has held 
an emergency meeting, its Zlst plenary session, to discuss and dee 
cide on the immediate tasks facing the Party and people in the 
present situation. The plenum heard a number of reports and adopted 
a resolution on the new strategic lines which are to be implemented 

>-;- (D by l~ entire Party, army and people. 
The characteristics of the present situation in our country 

are that North Vietnam is striving to advance toward socialism 
under extremely difficult wartime conditions while assisting the 
South in achieving the people‘s national demociatic revolution. 
The victories achieved demonstrate that the strategic lines_of the 
September l96O Third National Party Congress and the resolution 
of the December 1963 9th plenum of the Central Committee were en~ 
tirely correct. The long, hard and heroic war of resistance 
against the UJSD imperialists and their lackeys in South Vietnam 
has over the years attained notable success and these achievements 
of the Vietnam revolution have splendidly contributed to the sate~ 
guarding or peace in Southeast Asia and in the_world. It is with 
these factors in mind and in order to pursue on a more rational 
basis the everlasting goal of reunifying Vietnam that the Central 
Committee informs the compatriots and combatants of its decision“ 

i5."‘2'.»".'1f~*1-m-H ..‘.v... . .. 
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The current situation in Vietnam has reached the point where, 
in weighing the earnest aspirations for peace of the entire Viet~ 
namese people, the well~heinq and highest interests of all the 
people, and the efficacy of the revolutionary cause of the father~ 
land, the Party Central Committee has decided to advance the Party's 
strategic lines. 

Therefore, the Central Committee has decided the following: 
1. Peace in Vietnam f _ '2 

}..¢. i-" r"' become the single 
guiding objective of the Party“ The 
military phase of the struggle has lasted 
too long, too many brave sons and com~ 
races have died and become woundefl. The 

armed struggle line of the Partv is no 
longer appropriate and correct in View of 
the new situation and our people’s long~term 
interests. Peace is the earnest wish of 
all the peoplei Peace is the earnest wish 
of the Party Central Committee. Peace will 
return to Vietnam. This is the pledge of the 
Central Committee, It is the decision of the 
Central Committee to seek to end the war now.

\
¢ 
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The binding up the wounds of the war and 
the peaceful reconstruction of Vietnam are 
the most urgent tasks of the Party, army 
and people. These tasks are directly related 
to the maintenance of the Vietnamese people's 
independence, freedom and democracy. The 
Party Central Committee will henceforth devote 
all its efforts toward fulfilling these tasks. 
The Party Central Committee wishes to express 
its unbounded gratitude to the Soviet Union, 
China and the fraternal socialist camp for 
their qtrong and determined support of the 
Central Committee's decision to seek peace. 
The Party Central Committee has taken the 
following actions with regard to leading the 
Party; 
~~Comrade Politburo members will henceforth 
discharge their responsibilities solely at 
the behest of the Central Committee and be 
completely responsible before the Central 
Committee. 
~~In View ot Articles 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 
of the statutues of _ Vietnam Workers Part , Y (.1. 

3.. {D 
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and pending the holding of the Fourth 
National Party Congress, the Central 
Committee has decided to lead all Party 
activities on a regular basis and oolleo~ 
tively to be responsible before the people 
in implementing the letter and spirit of 
the resolution of the Zlst plenum. 

Dear comrades, combatants and compatriots, 
On the basis of the resolution of the Zlst plenum of the 

Party Central Committee, peace will finally return and the war 
will come to an end, The Vietnamese people's will has triumphed“ 
'The reoole.are indeed masters in their own lend. ‘Let all the . 1. 

Party, army and people, the people's security forces, the militia 
and mess organizations coordinate their actions, firmly grasp 
situation and uphold the Central Committee's Zlst plenum resolution 

r-i‘ 

5-.—' 
'7‘ (0 

The Party Central Committee expreeses its unshakeehle belief 
that our people, struggling heroically and perseveringly, will untgo 
around the Central Committee and achieve the resolution of the 

r- r" - 

Central Committee‘s 21st plenum for the sake of the fntherland and 
ruture C ““+ l ~nerations or LQ 

.,\ r'< 

\
. 

'1' '?\ >1 Vietnamese people, 
Eternal glory to the Vietnamese people! 

\ .. < \_3\ "1 
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~"Long live the Partyl 
~~Let us rejoice at the peace~loving decision of the Party 

Central Committee! '

. 

~~Long live Vietnam! 
Afinnouncer: You have just heard a major Party proclamation. 
It will be repeated at regular and dictation speed. Stay tuned 
for further bulletins§7 A 

[The National Anthe@7 

-"ff. 
I 

1 -J _ 
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1 June 1972 

l\/iEl\/iORA.l\TDUl\/l TO THE CHAIRMAN, SENIOR REVIEW GROUP 
Subject: Proposed Radio Operation 

Genesis. The operation and proposal outlined below was 

developed by the Psychological Pressure Operations Group (PPOG), 

chaired by Mr. John P. Horgan of CIA. The proposal was reviewed 

and endorsed by the senior psychological warfare oversight group which 

I chair (and under whose aegis the PPOG functions). At my request, 
a concept paper on this operation was tabled and discussed at the 

l June meeting of the Washington Special Action Group, which 

collectively endorsed the concept and directed that this summary 
1’I1€l"I'lO1‘3.1’1ClLlI11 be forwarded for the President's consideration. 

Assurnptipil. This proposal is based on the assumption that 

Radio I—Ianoi's transmitting capabilities are silenced more or less 

simultaneously in a single set of air strikes. A. separate JCS paper 

will discuss the details of this proposed military operation, which in 

itself would constitute a significant psychological warfare action. 
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Proposal. As soon as Radio Hanoi's own transmitters and/or 
antennae are knocked out, we propose to pre~ernpt Hanoi's dornestic 
frequencies with our own broadcasts on these frequencies. These 

broadcasts would be black in the sense that they would be carefully 

designed to convince the North Vietnamese listening public (at least 

initially) that it was hearing an official voice of the DRV/Lao Dong Party 
or some faction thereof.

H 

_Q__l_:3jec:tives. This operation would have the following objectives: 

. To create general confusion and generate 

psychological plessure on the North Vietnarnese leadership. 

. To shock the North Vietnarncse public into a sense 

of the reality of the DRV's position and shake the 

population's belief in eventual DRV victory. 
;. To exploit the psychological power of suggestion 

by playing the therne of peace to stimulate the North 

Vietnamese people to take a different view of the struggle. 

. To generate Qslgglencoiirage questioning 

doubts about the official DRV leadership line that North 
Vietnam's goals can only be achieved through military 

victo ry. '

- 

_ g _ 
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To encourage the view that peaceful negotiations are, 

from every perspective, a better inethod than continued 

Inilitary struggle for achieving the North Vietnarnese 

people's legitirnate aspirations. 

Thgematigc Approach. Our black broadcast would lead off with straight 

news giving a stark, realistic description of the DRV's situation couched 

in the right sort of jargon to sound like an official voice levelling with 

the populace. The news would cover and rnaéle clear (by direct statement 

or irnplication readily recognizable through the jargon's code-Word 

phraseology) the lack of Communist progress in South Vietnam, the 

ferocity and effectiveness of South Vietnarne se resistance, the fact that 

North Vietnamese forces are regarded as invading aggressors, not 

liberators, the heavy naatcrial losses and horrendous personnel 

casualties incurred to date by Hanoi's forces, the effectiveness and 

rnounting impact of the Inining of the ports and the accompanying aerial 

bornbardrnent of l\Torth Vietnam, the unreality of expecting enough Soviet 

or Chinese aid to arrive soon enough to irnprove the DRV's situation and
_ 

prospects, etc. , etc. 

_ 3 _ 
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Once a hard news picture of the DRV's true situation had been 

presented, our proposed broadcast would then move to stirnulate 
internal discord and encourage thinking along the lines outlined 

above. This effort would be built around a (notional) comrnunique of 

the "21st Plenurn of the Vietnam Workers Party Central Committee" 

(the last real Plenum, the 20th, was held early this year). The pitch 

would be that the Zlst Plenum had been convened on an emergency 

basis in light of the worsening crisis situation. Its official communique 

(patterned on the legitimate comniuniques of previous plena), in typical 

Party jargon, would lay the blan1e for the present crisis on the now 

"incorrect" line laid down by Le Duan at the 1960 3rd Party Congress 

(which Was, in effect, the Lao Dong's official. declaration of War on South 

Vietnarn). After levying transparently veiled criticism on the current 

Politburo leadership, particularly Le Duan, the 21 st Plenum's 

communique Would build up to the new line that "peace has now becolne 

the correct guiding objective of the Party. " 

Fsllsw-O2 e11&1_%\e9i11e3Y A<*ti9&= 
h Radio Hanoi also rnasquerades as Liberation Radio 

em‘- 

(PRC1:YA6ii Voice of the Pathet Lao as well as the Voice of 

_ 4, _ 
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FUNK. Plans will be drawn up to broadcast to those 

audiences in their languages on other radios with a 

simple message of the destruction North Vietnam is 
suffering, without further twists (which might be 

counterproductive). " 

All other white, black and grey radios will maxixnize 

their broadcasting during the period that Radio Hanoi 

is clown on the assumption that people with radios will 

be searching their dials for any news, even proscribed 

"xews. 

If this project is approved, we propose to activate 
another project which could lend it verisirnilitude ~- 

the purported (and plausibly docurnented) mailing from 

Hanoi of a "letter frofm Ho Chi l\/linh" to exiles in Paris. 
\;_3-ml-ii lum- 

This letter ostensibly has been written at the same time 

that H0 wrote his will and would reflect his reservations 

about Le Duan analagous to Lenin's deathbed reservations 

about Stalin. The letter would reflect "Uncle Ho's" concern 

that Le Duan's stubborn dogmatism, ambition and lack of 
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sophistication could one day lead the Party into a cul 

de sac and "Uncle Ho's" wish that those reservations 

be surfaced if such a situation ever began to develop. 

Implementation. The actual broadcasts would be made from tapes 
produced by CIA employing the proven skills of its controlled assets 
who already have considerable experience in minlicing Hanoi's radio 
output 

‘ ‘ 

For several reasons, irnplernentation of this operation would 

require the use of CORONET SOLO aircraft of the (Pennsylvania) Air 
National Guard. - 

These are t1*ansrnitter/jamming aircraft (C-121s) 

Whose equipment and crews are Well tested. (they Were 

once used to broadcast for Radio Cambodia). Each 

CORONET SOLO aircraft can transmit on one mediurn and 
two short wave frequencies. While orbiting over the sea, 

CORONET SOLO could monitor" Radio Hanoi and begin 
broadcasting on that station's frequencies the irioment 

Han0l's transmitters leave the air. CORONET SOLO's 
signal should be strong enough for easy reception on sirnple 
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transitor receivers from Hanoi to the Gulf of Tonkin 

and on more sophisticated receivers throughout the 

Red River delta. The aircraft can remain on station 

to transrnit from five to eight hours. 

Two CORONET SOLO aircraft are ready for 
deployment within 12. hours of notification, with volunteer 

crews whose participation (consequently) would not 

require federalizing the CORONET SOLO unit. Two 

additional CORONET SOLO aircraft are now being 
modified. They could deploy twenty days after the two 

aircraft now ready, but deployrnent of these ‘wvo 

additional aircraft would require federalization of the 

parent Air National Guard unit. 

CORONET SOLO is necessary because there are 
no alternate medium wave transrnitters that could 

feasibly be ernployed. 

The VOA rnediurn wave translnitters in 
“ Hue cannot be heard in Hanoi in the daytirne -- 

when the bornbing has to take place -- nor are 

they on the correct frequency. 
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The VOA nqediurn Wave transrnitters in the 
Philippines would require time consuming 

retuning of the antenna.s..to enriploy Hanoi's 

frequencies and during this period could not be 

used for VOA's own prograniining. 

Other extant lnediurn Wave transrnitters 

present sirnilar technical (and in some cases 

political) problems. - 

CORONET SOLO can be ready and come on the air on 
Hanoi's frequencies the lnoment Hanoi Radio goes down. 

CORONET SOLO's broadcasts can be heard in the Red 
River delta but are not likely to be picked up abroad where 

Radio Hanoi is inonitored internationally, This fact could 

help minimize the blow back in world and U, S, opinion, 

which thus inay not learn of the operation until it is over. 

Tirne—_l§_‘ra_1_ne_. If Hanoi's transmitting facilities are indeed silenced 

we have no Way of knowing, or guaranteeing, how long Hanoi will be off 

the air. ‘The time lapse before the DRV can begin rebroadcasting via 
repairs or some form of jury rig may be lneasured in minutes, hours 
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or days. For planning purposes we are assuining that the DRV will 
(1) broadcast denials to the Hanoi City populace on its closed circuit 

broadcasting system and (2) activate backup equipment and deny the 

broadcasts on a countrywide basis in a matter of hours if not rninutes. 

While our operation may last only a few minutes, the total plan will 
i.nclude a two to three day contingency if Radio Hanoi rernains off the 

air for that length of tirne. =7‘ 

The temporal extent of this operation will have to be played by 

ear in light of actual events. We would hit the airwaves with the hard news 
to ensure that that word gets through, then niove to our other tliemes. 

If we have to shut down our black operation after several days for technical 

or other reasons while the real Radio Hanoi is still off the air, we would 

plead the impossibility of carrying on because of inounting (i. e. , 

successful) allied militairy pressure. 

i*i"illo for more than one or two days would require 

considerable expense in MIG cap and diverted strike sorties. 
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_E>otential__l?oliti.cal Prc_>ble;rnpsp. This project -~ which those who 

developed it have christened ARCHIE BUNKER -— is based on a hoax. 
The fact that this is a hoax is bound to get ou.t, probably within a fairly 

short tinie frame. Within North Vietnam itself this fact of life is not 

necessarily bad. In denouncing the hoax the Party will have to lose face 

by acknowledging that it was put off the air and its own frequencies 

successfully pre-ernpted. Furthermore, genies of divisive speculation 

and hopes for peace, once let out of the bottle, will not be all that easy 

to re-cork. Also, given the innate Vietriamese penchant for paranoid 

suspicions and elaborate conspiracy theories, even the Party faithful 

will woinder to what extent the hoax drew on, or was stimulated by, the 

activities oi real live dissidents within the Party apparatus. 

Once awareness of the hoax has begun to percolate outside of 

North Vietnam, carping editorials are certain to be written and critical 

questions raised in Congress and elsewhere. If the operation is approved 

the President will have to be braced for the dome stic static it is certain 

to generate in time. 
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Our plans are being developed against a target time 

frame of fifteen days frorn the date of approval, i. e. , we would like to 

launch on or about D + 15. Given the unavoidable leak potential, it is 

clearly desirable on security grounds to inove as promptly as possible. 

It will require about two weeks after approval is given however, to get 

the necessary scripts written and taped, the aircraft deployed, and all 

the intricate machinery phased and ready to fire on the necessary 

synchronized schedule. 

William H. Sullivan 
Chairrnan 

Ad Hoc Group 
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