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o the days
Neubr: ibtached herete I s oopy of the letter of SLanl
i vm'& cause the propossl his not bemn
: . tbomc-&tn. snawer Teguested by His Majesty
;ﬂnnu'luboum o . '
l %] have regwoduced this text think it 45 es short as it is '
' i of ¥his orgin of lesdership
of Romnian action alwond, he snewers - without having the permission
of the author - to the firet questian asked by Your Wnjesty through the
letter of Gowral Netre-lasar, omowning reascs

to
reaounce the presideutial otriks with which he pumishes the comaon cause
fram persoanl wotives.

A

"It should fcllow thus that in his conception his oma will anger
como befcro the public interest, the Baticmsl Camiittee being svbordimeted
-- cauplekely to the will of its president, v \
‘ } : "Perfectly logicnlly, this dednotion appears sssgparated beomuge of tho - !
| ' ymomolusi.mthntie renches, Nobody, fncluding the signer of these i
. 68, caztests the patrioctimm w Bou, %o which A long and
\ t3ful 14fe otands witmess. , :
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It unbappily, the leck of palitioal experience, the tapersnat, the
formation and weaknesses of age, to which is sdded the tad influence of
aoe friends', have produced in him - without wishing it or without his
bedng amare of it « & omfused moral camplex, in which the lines dividing
the natiomal interest fram his persomal semsibility are lost, making him
inproper for leadership in a democratic spirit, of a politioal action as
& tesn anmid ths hard and involved ciromstances in which we £ind curselves.

"This diffioulty, which began vo show itsslf in the course of long
asgotiatians for the farmtion of the Casmittes, becanme evident soan
} after its crextion and became aggravated with time, has brought the weskeming

\/t'q::ouwwmmrmmntwmzuwdmmmehm

reached a dead end.
"Sire,

'mmu&mcnmmmmmmmumm
begimning, the formatim of a Camiittes 'of his om' is imown, in which if
not all then & mjority of the mabers would be noxivated by hinm and dovoted
persomlly to him. Nobt succceding, hotoocpbdthopum-myotﬂm
existing group, cnly to declare at cnoe his dissatisfection and to exnounce
mmmmwu«mpunm-towmnmima

the Camittes. a e

"Tiue, from the tznb noment, aramd thepNetiona) Camittes there tus
_orested an atmosphere of mm.w and oFINtey ORTECREBIV YT Bormal
qnnuan.

"It is a pity that the dissatisfection of Gemers) Radescu was net

appeasad by these imitial verbal manifestations. The modificatiomm of the

Cammittes as he desires it Ims beccme the domimant iden of his entive

aoctivity, his zajor reocoupation, A Passionete fighter, he has pursued the

::oaplhhm of this ocbjective with energy and parseverance really worthy
& better cause,

"fhe mobilisation of the Rumanian emigration - an easy operation taking
into oomsidaration the state of norel deproesicn, the excited state of maral
.| depression, the excited state of mind and permanent pressure in which our
wundering trothers live ~ was the first tactionl sbep in the fight which
the president began against his Comaittes, 'The men of the Gemeral' in
'various countries began to npeak of the incapacity snd incaupetence of the

!toam fer the leaderahip of the Rumanian actimm, dm& especially same
&d‘ tho nezbers who, seised by persoval ambition, or a isen and negative,
‘Lq:pc 4ll ths noble initintives of the president.

! "The representatives of the politicel parties, especially the leadors
”uf the Naticoa)l Peasant Party, vers hald respanaible first of all for

. 'bringing about this deplarable stato of affairs, Their principal error was
,’ that they kept stubbornly to the pretense of establishing Ruomnisn action
{abroad an the will of the mation at home, as expressed through the demooretic
palitical parties, whone leaders by thousands oonfropnt martyrdam on the
altar of the Rummnian osuse.

"Before this antiquated partisan comcoption - avidestly errcmecus = the
maent the sluice for personal ambitions was openod, full of the mamory of
a too elastic politicel past the ideclogues around Gemernl Radescu invented
\a new political theory, that of 'persaalities?, vhich would a&lone correspond

|

SECREI/CGMROL - U, S. OFTICIALS OMLY

e




Tl CICUSAIGPITRAT

LR B s

SRR TR

BT R

R L

T T YT

g
&
|
§
é
g
R
E

) i A
IR + - .IT/COMRA - U, $, OFFICIALS Wiu. T

CENTRAL INTFLLIGINOE AORICY

8- 80 DB-26260

to tthe laws of ocur exile's By this dofinition, the palitical parties should
be oonsidered as & sart of misfortume which divides and aggravates tho

» says part', Genersl REdesou stated in ane of his
o8, being formlly suppressed in the country by the
Commmi st govermeent, no longer have mandstories and represartatives abroad.
3o opinion specifionlly kmowm, it
is very doubtful that the parties to which the Rumsnian nation gave its
votes in the historic dectiam of 1948, still enjoy today the same popularity,
n top of that, without regard to the presmt unsontrolladble situaticn, the
future of these political organs bdeing \moertain, it would be a mistaks to
build the action of liberetion on them,

"Yhe laws of exile’ demand that this aotiom be oonducted by ‘representative
persomalities?, who, without regard to their past and to the repute they enjoy
in the country, are qualified for this role beoctuse of their talent and
mmde wlue « appreciated, certainly, Ly themselves or at least by General

ou - and through their commections with various influential ciroles
abroad,

"It is useless to insist upon the wvalue of this theary of 'the elite',
which, ealthough of Nazi inspiration, will eorhinly have the approvel of

_ traitors in Bucharest,

"The existence of political parties and their pert in the life of
demooratio comamitios doos not depend on definitions or on the wishes of
our nev theoriticians. On the other hand, the lational Peansant Party receives
and looks upan such verbal attacks with serenity. lot onoe but many times
during its stormy past it has been *suppressed’, and 'dissolved', only after
overy such 'mortal blow' to appear more poverful than befors, to witneas tie
overtirow and disappearance of its suppressors,

"We are then not warried about the future of our Party. In this action
of liberation we do not thirk in terms of party, but anly of national
interest. Fut into appliocation, the new theory would take from the National
Cormittee the right and authority to speak in the name of the Natiom end to
represant the imterests of the Rumnion State, reducing this organ to the rank
of & ocomittes, any single committes of refugees which is farmed any place,
acoording to needs and possidilities, representing the sufferings and the
interests of its assooisted menbers. So, under the pretext of the doubtful
fefficiency’ of same individuals, the right of action of the Rumenian pecple
wonld be suppressed and the authorized voice of the Patiom trould be silenced.

"Ho matter how strange, the theory was spread not only smong the Rumanian
emigrants, but alse in important foreign oiroles, and especinlly here in
Mﬂ“o :

7N .

! "Bt through & logic even more strange, parallel with its launching two

. obher tacticel operations Were begun. On ons side, Oenersl R¥descu amounced

| with much fuss, the creetim of a naes culturel and political group for
Rumanien refugees mmed ThedPomocratio Uniom of Rumanians®, vhich, in
order to be mors demoorstic, O neshers of ¥e being
organized had alrendy a president and officiel newspapers. Un the other hand,
it enoouraged the action of other groups vith a political charecter different

) fram that of the demoaratic parties, trying at the same time to breek thoe

; selidarity of the members of these latter, Ths promiseo of places in the future,
Q}atioml Comittee has played an impartant part in this action of dissclution.

"The atmosphere of distrust, confusion and discontemt created around the
Comitteo in the way chown above, does not canstitute a favorable framework
for nermel operation. But it could have beem dispersed and the authority of
the Cammitteo restored throush an incressed activity, ordered nnd systvematic,
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; "For this purpose, thers was requested, on e sids, the publication of
f clear politioal direotives which would orient and harmonise the thoughts of
! the refugees. wnid the whirl of problems confrenting uss on the other side, &
omorete program of work, in which Rumanian emerglies should be engaged,
eanerglies which are wasted today in sterile oritioimm and intermal quarrels,

"At the begimning of October 1949, in Paris, I showed Genersl R¥doscu
the imperious duty to close the ochapter of small misunderstandings and to
atart the retabilitation of the Hational Camittes, follaring the raad shom
above, the road of oonmstructive and organized laber. Wo examined ooncretely
all questions emmerated by him as *in litigation', finding for each of them
satisfactory solutions. In sxchangs, he promised to do everything possible
to end the cuppaign to alander and disaredit the Matiomal Comittes and to
strerwthen ite nosition and mrestirce.

; "This campleted I loft far America, having high hopes and sspecially the
firm deoisicn to oontribute, in a spirit of large ococmprehension, to the
establistment of pence and harmony within the Coamlttee, in the work of which
/ 1 had not partiocipnted them direotly, Unfortunately, in & shart time these
_/ hopes proved to be simple illusions, From the very first sessious presided
/ over by General ou, following his retum from Burope, 8 state of
! hostilities was deolared within the forum which had the mission to pacify and
harmonise Rumanian emigres abroad, A word uttered a little louder, an opinion
different from that of the president supported by scme of the members not in
his group of friends was onough far the disoussiona to deepen into explamations,
interpretations snd personsl recrimimetions, and to temimate sudderly without
it being possible to make decisions comcerning the problems of the day.

"Ganerally, the Comittes Was not djvided on mational questioms or general
interests. Disoussions of such mattws were oalm and the decisious wore made
in good understanding, The underlying reasons for such sosndal were usually
minor questiocns, of internal administretion or fnvolving porsons and facts
within the ferment of the world of the Rumanian emigretiom,

: "Many times during friendly sessions of the members of tho Committeo,

! without the partioipation of the president, solutions for various difficulties

: were tried cut, attempis were made to find practioal methods of work, dividing
funotions emong the menbers nnd obtaining their agrosment in advance, thus
moking the official sessioms simple formalities Pgr the approval of some
resolutions agreed to befarehand, reducing discussiocus and therefore misunder-
standings in the sessions,

[

"0n my side, for this purpose, I made concessions, vhich have brought mo,
Justly, reproaches from my colleagues, the leadership of the Iational Peasant
m.

"All in vain. The temperament of General REdoscu, the woy he understands
o direoct the activity of the Committes, to lead the discussions in the
sessions and to act cutside the sessions have condemmed our good intentions
to failure.
i . ,! "General Ridsscu loses his temper oasily. It lappens that simple opinioms
oontrary to his wighes are taken by him as parsonel affronts. lle does not
wnderstand the norma) and gonersl mothod for deciding facts by a vote of the
;| mjority, He does not respect evan unanimous deoisicmns of the members of tho
Comnittee if they do not ogree with his om.

‘ "He considers himself the enly one having the right to determine he order
i of the dey and refuses purely and simply to discuss mntters which do nob suit
: | him, even if such are requested by the Sovereign Himself. The carrospondence,
addressed to him as presidont he considers as personal, prosaating it o the
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_ Comittes or depositing it au the archives 8 he wishes, For this reasen it

could happen that important papers, as for example & remorandunm from the
Polish Govermmemt in London, Wero forgotten smong his persamal papers.

"0: the cther hand, General Ridesou thinks he bas the right to meke
declarations, interventions, to recomuend perscns and the like, in the msme of
the Camittee, but without the kmowledge and approval of its members. Thanks
to thene proccdures, it was possible for unqualified persons to be named to
poaitiona involving the matiomal actiom and for soms of his favorites to
rooeive salaries and hanors an which more refugees could live, refugees who are
today starving to death though they deserve well of the lation for their
diligence and although their qualities would be an addition to the actim
abroad,

“To complete the exposition, I recall alse & fact Which seems of especial
gravity, It no longer passes umoticed, the moment Genersl R¥descu wanted to
let it be kmawn through an officisl act, such as his letter reproduced at the
begiming of these lines,

"It ocnoerns the introduction of authorities and foreign fastors into
the resclution of cur internsl probl aus, .

"I mass over the fact tiat I bad culy sn inoidertal and inooxplete
imafledge of the 'Barnes proposal'. I had then no possibility to meke a
statapont about it, Probably its formal commmication was th
useless, bectuse of the fact that it was not accepted by same of ths members
of the Camitteo, understanding by this, I think, Gensral Ridescu himself,
beonuss as we know he at first rejected it. But I find this proo
itself reprehensidle and not compatible with the dignity which must be
obaserved by the Comnmil

in his appeal oI August 1648, in which he showed that the urgency feor the
oreation of a Natiooal Committes emmvated from the Wwill of a Fareign Power,

a will 'above Which no ame could pass®. I see with deep grief that, fallowing
the canstitution of the Camnittes, this practice hus contimied in our executive,
The authorities here who mintain contact with various Eational Committees
hive been kept informed not enly of the decisions mnd the activity of the
Batimal Committee - a3 was namml « but were informed, and not always in an
objective mammer, of all details concerning the misumderstan within our
Committes, attexpting to give to them the role of arbitrator tutor which
is umacoeptable from the point of view and faredgn to their
intentions, !

"o appreciate oo mich the good will and help af the Porers cn which
depends, in the last amalysis, the liberation of Rumania, to create for those "
Povers delicete situations. On the other side, the sentiments of rational
dignity and the interests of Rumamian action oblige us to maintein not only
true independence = which we have ~ but cblige us to avoid carefully contrary
appearances whioh oould give propaganda material) to adversaries who lurk
about and vateh us,"”

"Siro,

"In the above exposition, appenrs, I balieove, the anawer to the secand
question put by Your liajesty by means of the letter of General P

"To bo able to ingure for the mresemt committee, the possibility of
laborious and useful work. before sverything else the mature, menmtality,
cancopticns and method of Work of the Fresidmt should be changed,
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"0n the basis of experisncs up to the present, following the failure of :
: all effarts to paoify the spirits and harmmnize the aotivity of the Camittee, |
} I do not believe that this mirscle can be accomplished, I think, on ths '
) oontrary; that the different attenpts at 'technioal’ arrangments have only
“ worsaned the situation, General Radescu interpreting then in the sense that X
no matter what happens, his fareign friends will never agroe to his removal !
from the 1leadérship,

"The replacenent of Ceneral Rsdescu in the leadership of the Natioeml
Comaittes beoomes thus & nesessity whish cannoct be ~voided and camet be
delayed without real loss for Ruwmnian activity.

i "But teking into oomsideraticn his past diligence, his prestige end P!
: venerable age, it would be desirable thet this change, which has besaw :
wumveddable without guilt on his part, because of his sge and bocause of his :
nature and ‘friends!, be made at the same time taking into oonsiderstion
and treating with care his prestige and his semsibilities. I proposs then
that he be relieved of the obligations of leadeship and kept as Homorary
President of the Netiomal Committee without other functioms.

"The action awaited from the Camittes cammot be accomplished without a
undfiod leadership. I do not believe them, tlnt arrangements invalving
larger or amller camittess, which by their very mature weaken unity and
spread authority, would achieve the purpose. I believe then that the
nosimtion of & new active president to head the Natiomal Camnittee, is
necegsary in the peraom of a capable man who knmws the political prodlens amd
democratic practioes, is master of his ideas and his nerves, emd would be the
elenent of cchesiomn and harmony nscessary for the action of liberation.

“If Your Majesty will mske a deoision in this senss, the Hatiomel Pessant :
Party and the Counsul of Politioal Partios will fulfill their duty to meke
concrete proposals both for the porsm of the future president, amd for the
oventual enlargenent or greater change that could became neocessary on the
oocasicen of a change in the presidenmt.”

"8 ’.I'O.

"I lave writtem this report overcome by vivid bitterness, and only with ||
a fng'm-ring ‘heart have I put on paper the conclusion at whioh I have
arriv

A A e .t ks

: "I was emong those who thought that the errival smong us of Generel , -
; Radescu was a great good fortune for Rumenisn activity. We thought that thus P
it would be posaible to form a Comittoe in exile that would oontinue, ’
symboliocally, the last legol Govermment of the country, formed by the ,
democratic palitical parties and mresidod over by him. The mrestige and ;
suthority he enjoyed at homs and abroad, mturnlly placed him in command, and C
his ago indicated him to be the ideal harmenizer of variaus views in such a '
ocanpl ex activity.

[EVERNY

"We are obliged to ses, hawever, that this last factor, old age, whose L
raveges nobody escapos, has became the main reascm Which requirds the passage ' D
of Geweral Radesou from activity to the positiom of honor which is dve him," .
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