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'SECRET

20 December 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

FROM:
PPS/SIB

SUBJECT: Subscription Lists for QRPLUMB English Language
Publications :

1. This is to make a record of the conversation I held on 19
December 1989, with [ -~ ]+ PCS/PGG/CB, regarding
subscriptions by U.S. persons to English language publlcatlons
produced by the PPS project QRPLUMB, formerly a proprietary and
now a controlled subsidy.

2. Background: During FY-84, QRPLUMB began publishing an
English language monthly newsletter, "Soviet Nationalities
Survey". It was intended for third world audiences, with part of
the press run being distributed in Western Europe and infiltrated
"into the USSR and Eastern Europe. In 1986, the English language
quarterly, "Soviet Ukrainian Affairs", was started. It dealt with
Soviet Ukrainian topics and was aimed at East and West European
audiences. In recent years, with the growing world interest in
the nationalities issues in the Soviet Union, the interest in
these publications also increased. A number of U. S. persons,
including some members of the media, requested subscriptions. For
operational cover reasons, these requests could not be denied and
were treated as "unavoidable spillover". Recent examination of
the subscription list indicated that the number of U.S.
subscribers has reached the level beyond what could simply be
considered "spillover". This was discussed with the QRPLUMB
principal agents and a decision was made to cease publication of
the "Soviet Nationalities Survey" and "Soviet Ukrainian Affalrs"
by March 1990 at the latest.

3. Per agreement withC /;] during the 19 December
conversation, the current subscription list for the "Soviet
Nationalities Survey" and "Soviet Ukralnlan Afﬁa@rs" will be held

\

in the QRPLUMB file in PPS. . . N
oo dl
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SECRET

20 December 1989

MEMORANDUM FOR: (- J
C/PCS/PGG/CB

FROM: (; 9
C/PPS/SIB

SUBJECT: " Ukrainian Press Agency

1. Referring to the telephone conversation between you and an
officer of this branch, Cecilia Larkin, on 19 December 1989,
following is the background on the Ukrainian Press Agency in
London and its connection to the QRPLUMB project.

2. For a number of years now, the QRPLUMB organization has
employed Taras Kuzio in London, primarily as a distributor and
organizer of infiltration of the QRPLUMB product into the USSR.
Kuzio heads the Society for Soviet Nationalities Studies which
publishes "Soviet Nationalities Survey" and "“Soviet Ukrainian
Affairs". While Kuzio's salary, office rent and expenses are
provided by the QRPLUMB project, he is not witting of the Agency's
connection with QRPLUMB. C_ Jhas been briefed at the
highest level on our indirect involvement with Kuzio.~

3. In 1986, Kuzio began compiling and translating information
on current event in Ukraine and providing it to the media in the
form of the Ukrainian Press Agency (UPA) releases. These releases
were offered to the public by subscription and the cost of their
production is being covered by the subscription fees. Portion of
the press run is distributed free of charge in Eastern Europe and
the USSR. Although majority of the subscribers are in Western 7
Europe, the current’subscription list contains twenty-eight @ 34'/37'
addressees who are either located in the U.S. or are members of
"U.S. media assigned in Western or Eastern Europe. This
constitutes less than six percent of the 164 listed subscribers,
not counting the free copies distributed from the 200 copy press
run.

4. It should be noted that the QRPLUMB organization has no
editorial input into the UPA releases. In fact, for the most
part, they consist of translations of information provided

WARNING NOTICE cL BY C |
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directly from inside Ukraine on events occurring there.

5. While we recognize that even the indirect involvement of
QRPLUMB in the UPA may be interpreted as providing information to
U.S. public by our assets, it would be extremely difficult to deny
subscriptions requested by U.S. persons for two compelling
operational reasons. First, because of Kuzio's unwitting status,
he cannot be instructed to refuse U.S. subscriptions without a
reason. Second, as the product is available to the public, there
is no plausible reason to deny subscription to anyone who requests
it.

6. Copy of the current subscription list to the UPA press
releases is attached for your review.

C B
< 3
" C/PPS/SIB

Attachment
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