
Approved for Release: 2022/03/09 C06877060 

TOaS‘E6?ET//HCS//ORCON/NOFORN 
Classified By: UNSPECIFIED 
Classification Reason: UNSPECIFIED 
Declassify On: X1 

—(‘FS'l'fH'CS'I7‘OCTNF‘) SUBJ: PUTlN'S PREFERENCE THAT 
OLIGARCHS GUSINSKIY AND BEREZOVSKIY REMAIN IN EXILE; 
DETAILS ON THE GAZPROM - MEDIA-MOST DEAL 
Identifiers: 

(b)(3 

Dates:
> 

Date Acquired:I 
I 

(b)(1) 
Date Published: 07-Dec-2000 1s;17;00 (W3) 
Date Received: 07-Dec-2000 23:17:03 

Coverage: 
CIA Country Code: RUS 
Region: EURASIA, RUSSIA 

Publisher: 
Agency Acronym: CIA 
Office Name: NCS 
Contact For:I ICOMMENTS, EVALUATIONS, AND (b)(?> 
REQUIREMENTS WELCOME. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ -- CENTRAL 
INTELLIGENCE AGENCY INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE ------------------------------------------------------------------ -- 

(u) CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

(U) INFORM TION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE REPORT CLASS T 
O P S R E T--HANDLE VIA HUMINT CHANNELS ONLY--NOFORN--ORCON 

(U) EXCLUSIVE DISSEMINATION TO ADDRESSEES LISTED AT END OF REPORT 

(U) REPORT CLASS T O/WS{C R E T--HANDLE VIA HUMINT CHANNELS ONLY--NOT

) 

RELEASABLE TO FOREIGN NATIONALS--DISSEFVIINAIIOMAND EXTRACTION OF 
\ 

( ) INFORMATION CONTROLLED BY ORIGINATOR, b 3 
I 

I’-\LL PORTIONS CARRY CLASSIFICATION (b)(3 
AND CONTROLS OF OVERALL DOCUMENT. END OF 

1. 
I 

(W1) 
IAS OF MID-NOVEMBER 2000, PRESIDENT VLADIMIR (W3) 

((PUT|N)) AND SOME SENIOR MEMBERS OF THE PA PREFERRED THAT OLIGARCHS 
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VLADIMIR ((GUS|NSKlY)) AND BDRIs ((BEREZOVSK|Y)) REMAIN OUTSIDE RUSSIA IN 
THEIR SELF-IMPOSED EXILE AND AGREED THAT IT WAS BEsT IF THEY NEvER 
RETURNED AT BDTH GUSINSKIY AND BEREZOVSKIY, 
WHO HAVE BEEN UNDER INTENSE KREMLIN PRESSURE FDR sEvERAL MDNTHs TD 
SELL THEIR RESPECTIVE MEDIA HDLDINGs, ARE CURRENTLY UNDER INVESTIGATION IN 
RussIA FDR FRAUD; AN INTERNATIDNAL ARREsT WARRANT HAS BEEN ISSUED FDR 
GUSINKSIY, ACCORDING TD THE RUSSIAN PRESS. BDTH REMAIN ABRDAD, AS DF EARLY 
DECEMBER) 
(TS//HCS//OC/NF) IN NDvEMBER WITH GUSINSKIY 
DvER THE MOST-MEDIA DEBTs HELD BY GAZPROM WERE PROBLEMATIC. THE 
SECURITY SERVICES DISLIKED THE DRIGINAL DEAL BECAUSE IT LEFT NTV'S CURRENT 
MANAGEMENT IN PLACE UNTIL SUMMER 2001. ADDITIDNALLY, AN UNSPECIFIED 
MEMBER DF PUT|N'S INNER CIRCLE CONVINCED PUTIN THAT THE ORIGINAL GAZPROM 
MOST-MEDIA DEAL NEGOTIATED BY MEDIA MINIsTER MIKHAIL ((LESlN)) AND GAZPROM 
OFFICIAL ALFRED ((KOKH)) DID NDT EXACT ENOUGH CONCESSIONS FRDM MOST- 
MEDIA. THIs ADvIsDR ALSO TDLD PUTIN THAT LESIN AND KOKH HAD NDT NEGOTIATED 
IN GDDD FA|TH AND sTDDD TO REAP PERSONAL FINANCIAL BENEFITS FRDM THE 
ARRANGEMENT. AFTER LEARNING THIs, PUTIN SEVERELY REPRIMANDED LESIN AND 
HAD KOKH'S SIGNATURE DN THE DRIGINAL DEAL REVOKED. LESIN IN TURN SCREAMED 
AT KOKH, AND KOKH THEN HELD ADDITIONAL TALKS WITH MDsT-MEDIA, WHICH 
REsuLTED IN THE SECOND AGREEMENT. LESIN CONVINCED PUTIN THE SECOND 
AGREEMENT HAD ENOUGH CLAUSES AFFORDING THE PA SUFFICIENT INFLUENCE 
DvER THE NTv PROGRAMMING, WHICH ALLDWED THE REvIsED AGREEMENT TD BE 

NEGDTIATIDNs INvDLvING A DEBT-FOR-EQUITY 
DEAL BETWEEN GUS|NSKlY'S MEDIA-MOST COMPANY AND ITS MAIN CREDITOR, THE 
STATE-CONTROLLED GAZPROM, HAVE BEEN DNGDING SINCE THIS PAST SUMMER. THE 
DRIGINAL DEAL REFERRED TD HERE Is PROBABLY THE AGREEMENT ANNOUNCED IN 
THE RUSSIAN PRESS AS HAvING BEEN sIGNED ON 11 NDvEMBER BUT SUBSEQUENTLY 
REVOKED BY KOKH DN 14 NDvEMBER. THE SECOND AGREEMENT MENTIDNED HERE Is 
PROBABLY THE DNE ANNOUNCED AS A "PEACE AGREEMENT" DN 17 NDvEMBER, WHICH 
RAIsED GAZPROM'S CONTROL DF NTv sHAREs FRDM 30 TD 46 PERCENT, WITH 
GAZPROM HDLDING ANDTHER 19 PERCENT OF NON-VOTING sHAREs As COLLATERAL 
FOR LOANS DUE IN SUMMER 2001, ACCORDING TD PRESS ACCOUNTS.) 
(TS//HCS//OC/NF) 33 COMMENT: IF NTv FALTERs, THEN LESlN'S "V|DEO 
lNTERNATlONAL" (VI) PUBLIC RELATIDNs AGENCY WOULD BECOME THE LEADING 
RussIAN TELEVISION ADVERTISING AGENCY. LESIN TYPICALLY IGNORES sTATE 
INTEREsTs AND WOULD DD ANYTHING TO SUPPORT vI, HIS DWN PERSONAL CASH 
COW. THEREFDRE, IT IS NDT SURPRISING THAT LESIN AND HIS VI AGENCY BENEFITED 
FRDM THE ORIGINAL NEGDTIATED DEAL.) 
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