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N . SUMMARY

o 'The French Communist Party (FCP) is the largest 51ngle political o
party in France. Its strength derives from its: ‘ L |

L]

, ‘ 1. monolithic party structure built around a core of trained
militents, :.j e S . o 1, “', IR !

s 2, domination of the largest 1abor union which enables it to. E U
‘ exp101t economic discontent and threaten the social and economlc stability ' B

- of the nation,;. , T S “

. "3 partisan press which reaches large segments of the population
with. Communist propaganda- ' 4 A '

L 4. financial resources which make it the wealthiest political - A ?
party in France. , _ ,

f-ThefFCP can be weakened by: o
'_1; more rigorous application of existing anti-Communist legislation~

2. revision of existing legislation which allows the CGT a’

o v,majority on Social Security boards and C Comités d'Entreprise, use of" public
~ facilities and funds, and control over 1ongshoremen's hiring halls. -

N 3., strengthening a non-Communist labor unions and the 1ndependent
1eft political party. . . :

: 4., exploitation, propaganda-wise, of its subservience to Moscow
- and its extra-national natyre; emphasis on the. repressive and. anti-
 individualistic aspects of the Soviet system which run. counter to Frenoh
- tradition and national psychology. Y. A

| - .
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REDUCTION OF COMUNIST POWER I FRAKCE

PART I

1. Anclysis of Strength of Coprunicm in France

~(a) Subscquent to Yorld War II (191&5-50')

The French Comxmnist Party (FCP) reoched the zeaith off its
strength and influence in the period immediately Tfollowing World Wer II. :
By 1947 Cormunisnk had penetrated 2ll phases of French national life; Con- ;
minists not only sat in the Cobinet but appointuent of key persouncl cone
\ trolled the Ministries of Industrial Production, Treasporg, and Acronautics,

ag well as many mnicipal councils;’ they represented the largest group in
the National Assermbly and the second largest in the Council of the Republic
(1946 clection)., Commamists had infiltrated the police forces, vhile tue |
largest lavor union, tie Confederation Genérale du Travail (CGT),_numberina " i
6,369,000 merbers, had becn subverted into an arnm of the Party. - Through '
their numerous front organizations, Commmists:.werc able to influcnce

such specialized groups as war vetercns, sporis enthusicsts, wouen's &8so-
ciations, and the like, 4 large seguent of the population wos reached

by the Conrnist press vhich had been built up into onc of the lorpgest
outside the Soviet Union., Commmist propaganda wes spread through such
Party organs as 1'Humaniteé and Ce Solr, 75 woificial weekly and daily
papers scatbered throughout the country, and 25 national megazines whic
closely followed the Party line, _

- In this period the FCP was the largest single political party in o
France. In the Hoverber 1946 electioas to the Hational Asscmoly Com- ’ ;
mmists polled 5.5 million votes, or 28.2 porcent of the total vote., Cou- ‘
munist Porty strength was cstimated ot 850,000 card-carrying mervers, vith

~ peruenent professional cadres of 30,000, ‘

| " Even more cifective, perhaps, than the monolithic Party structure

‘ has been the tentacwlar Cormunist grasp on labor through the internediary
\ of the CGT. When the Corrmmists in 1946 succceded in capturing the CGI's,
‘ Confederal Bureau, they acquircd their most irportent ingstrunent for pro=-
Toundly affecting the econcmic and politicel life of the notion. The ine
 gurrectionary character of the 1947 and 1948 strikes is innediately troce-
| : oble to Comwnist manipulation. : ‘

" (b) Current Period

Since 1947 the FCP has been notably wealkencd. It still remains
o threat to the democratic regime ond to US interests in France, but its
effectiveness in teims of ability to impose its foreign and domeatic
policies on Centrist governrents is being curbed, Corrmnists have veen
expelled frou the Cabinet and have been weeded out of the more important
pesitions in public administration and the natvional econouy including the
 Ministrics of InGustrial Production, Traasportation and Acronautics, the
Atomic Energy Cormission, and the police and the armed forces. }

Successive Freach Govermuenis during the last fowr ycars have
instigated various anti-Commmnist measurcs: they have expelled forcign
Communists living in France, imprisoned Communist minc=-strike leaders,
revised clectoral lews for the National Assenbly and the Council of the
Republic 80 ag to cut down 2 lerge percentage of Commumnist parliomentery
representation, ond nede nore Tlexible the legislation governing treason.

'
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At the same btime, the IC? has experienced & loss of nenbership, a
reduction of its Linancial resources, and a smll loss of populority
anong the masses. The curreat strength of the Party is cstimated to be’
600,000 neubers, vhich rcprescnts & decline of' 250,000 adherents since
1946, Peid Party officials have been reduced from 30,000 o 11,000, A
suall part oi %his morbership loss can be attributed-to defection but ruch
of it is the result of Cormunist weeding out of "soft" or opportunist '
clepments {rant their ranks, ~

There has also becin o significant decline in the strength off the
Cormunist-dominated CC¥ As o result of the Commnist attcumpt.in 1oL
to use the COT as an instruument of political coercion, some non-Conrunist
clenents of the CG seceded end Tormied separate trade unions closely
aligned vith the French Socielist Perty, which the FCP regords as ivs
greatest adversory, Iany individual workers also left the CGT but joined
no other unions Current membership is estimated by the US Embossy in Paris
to be about 1,500,000, as opposed to the CGT clainm of 3,615,440 verbers, .
Neverthelcess, the CGT vermins the lergest and most dymawic French lebor
union, though it can no longer call nation-wide strikes without the support

of the non-Cormwmnist unions, .

o Despite this decline in the Party and the unions, and despite the
anti-Cammnist measurcs taken by the "middle~of-the-rcad" goveraments, ,
the FCP remoins the stwosngest single political party in Fraage; it reccives
the largest popular vote, is the best disciplined and organized of wll
partics, commands the greatest Tinencial resowrces and operates the lorgest
partisan press and propeganda mochine, The FCP enjoys the position of
defender-of the interest of the laboring c¢lass, the poor peascnt, and the
lover niddle-class. It likewise draws much support Trom youth movencats,
and serves as a focal point for many dissident clements in the populotion
waich are opposed to the present policles of the government.

In the Junce 17, 1951 aational clections the FCP recceived 4,926,530
' votes or 25,7 perecent of the total vote,  This amounted to o loss of
e 562,000 ballots in coiparison to the 1946 nationcl elections and a pore
- centoge loss of 2,9 percent. However, the geographic distribution of the
Corrmmist vote .shows the FCP to have the greatest nationwide strength.
Its candidates received 30 percent or more of the popular vote in more
than one-third of the voting districts, and polled more votes in 43 out
of the 90 metropoliten districts than any other political formation., The
yevised clectoral law governing the electiops was ouly partially success-
ful in reducing Comrmmist represeatation, since Camnmist deputics still
hold 101 seats (instead of the 180 they occupicd in the 1911-6?-51 period).

(¢) Anolysis of Strengihk Projected through 1952

In the lisht of the preseat doumestic and international situation,
"1little can be expected in the way of reduction of Cormanist streagta in
France in 1952, Should no satisfactory solution be found to adjust the
real vage of the vorker to rising prices - ond none oppears in the offing --
the unity of action campaign now being instigated Jy the CGY will undoubtedly
bear fruit. TFurthermeve, as the cost of the arus progron nekes itself felt
in the form of additional taxes, Comwmist pcace yropogenda mny find more

receptive audiences, .
}

(d) Devictionisn

Commnist deviationisu in France is so week as to be currently of
littlc comsequence. Ia the June 17 elections the Independent Frencihh Com-
rnmnist dovement, led by Darius LeCorre, polled only 21,233 voies. These
vere taken primarily not from the Corsanist Pardy, bubt from the Socialisis
and Trotskyites. '
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2. Psycholozical-Vulnerability

There arc & nwiber of characteristics of the French population wiich
might be cxploited to wcaken the appeal of Comrmnisni:

(2) Privotc ownershin of property is o deep-scated aubition among all
classcs dn France. Any progran having as one of its aims collectivization
of Tarms should be especially unpopwlar with the French peasant., It is
significant thot Communist leader Duclos, at the lest FCP Central Committee
neeting, nede a special effort to picture Corzmnists os protectors of pri-
vate owmerchip and to reconcile the Soviev Xholkozs systen vith proorictor-
ship.

, (b) TFundementally, the Freach possess a strong fecling of patriotisn
which is capoble of rising above class or perty. hile these feclings
have suffercd the cownterweights of two world wars in wvhich French mon-
pover was dungerously weakened, pride in Freuch ceaicvenent and national

supcriority of culture are active forces vhich night ve used to foster the '
re-birth of ether aspccis of national power. - ‘-*

The French fecl superior to most foreigners. They feel that they
should be, if they arc not, wiversally adwired.for ¢helr unique cone
tribution to western culiurc, Freach Comunlst boastings of Hussion
techniczl and social suveriority, and their ainm to ucke the world over in
the Soviet imnge, might be exploited. .

(¢) 4Yne Prench are socially conservative, the Tomily, cspecially, being
o very svrong institution. : .

(@) Thae Catholic Church is cu irportoant cleneat in cermenting ahighly
strovified society, but of the 90 percont of the population noninally
Catlholic .less thoa one third are practicing Catholics. Linny worlers sce
no conflict between Leing Catholic in religion and Cormumist in politics

g or cconomic thought, It is possible, hovever, thot the influence of the
loczl Church hierarchy could be brought to bear on the women, of worker
familics, vio still attend church. Youen in France are &till nore conservo-
tive than men, despite the rclative success oX the FCP among women,

3. Calendar of Special Lvents Tor Irance.

(Sce Appendix I)

L. Means Aveilable o Breek the Streupgth of Cormmnist Lebor Unions

(2) One of the wajor sources oif strength of the Cormunist-dominated

0Gi is its rajority among tiic clected Social Security and Conitces

. d'Entreprises lebor represciatatives, I the CGT could be put in & uinority
position in these sectors, it would be uppreciably weakened - '
wvhile, conversely, the non-Commaunist uanions would e strengthened, This
would, howevesr, necessitate changes in present luys and decrees which
govern the election of Sociel Sccurity and Couites d'Intrepriscs roprescata-
tives. Under the preseat national Jegislation, thaey are clected by lists of
ccndidates, according to the system of proportional representation. An
electorel system could be devised vhich would result in parity for cdch
of the wnions, thercby ensbliang the coibined non-Cormmmist unions to out- = -
vote the CGT. The Tirst phase of the clection would cllow union workers
to clect delegates wiho, in turn, would elect Jrom cnong thenselves, in
cqual nuders for each wnlon, the pembers of tac Corudtes d'Entreprise,

(») Existing legisletion cnobles the COT to retain control over hiring
hells Tor loagshorcuen, A revision of legislation designed to break thals
coatrol would meterially weeken the €GT, ‘

rd B . .
. < .
. I . ot
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(c) A nore stringent enforconcnt of cxisting laws dealing with dise
serination of propaganda, with sabotape, and with demonstrations aitTecting
public order could be applied against CGT officials and denonstrations,

(4) Recognition of CGT representatives as borgaining agents at the
factory level could be refused since they have indulged in political
agitation on the grounds that the CGT is not strietly a labor union,
Refusal of recognition has been used, with some success, by uanagenent
in decling with the naritime unions, .

(¢) The weckest point in the CGT eruor is its anti-national oricntation.
"A oropogenda carpaism designed to show.up the CGT as a nolitical instru-
pment of Hoscaw would seriously cubarrass o portion of its membership. HNot
all CGT nerbers are Comnmnists or Comrwnist sympathizers. Hany adhere to ' ‘
the COT because they view it as-the only real tradc-inion in Fronce thet !
is capable of protecting the vorker's intercsis. 4 poster compoign,
possibly by Paix et Liberte), aimed specifically at non-Compamist nerlers
of the CGT might be eircctive in influencing them o withdruw thelr
neibersihip, o

(£) French trade unions with no foreign alleglance and strong enouzh

%o wrest real wage advantages Trom menagement and governnent would act '

as o trenendous attraction both for non-Corminists in the CGY and the

unorganized workers. Thae rost effective way of wealening the CGT, however,

is to strengthen the noa-Corrmnist unions, Until greatly reinforced mone
© Comamist trode-unions ave ir being, an attempt to "break" the CGT, with
which the non-Conrunist unions now Tfeel constrained to adopt sone ricasure
of unity of action, would be regarded by French worlers as an eriort. to
"breck" lovor itsclf. ] .

5. Licans Available to Strengthen Hon-Commnist Labor Unions.

The non-Communist labor unions in France could be strengthened by’
v financial aid, by Govérnment and Conféddration Nationale du Patronat -
REN Francais (CNPF) partiality in wage negotiations, und by encouragement of ;
organic union and unity of action on specific workers' demands between the ,
Porce Ouvriere (FO) and the Confederation Frangaise des Travailleurs
Chrdtiens (CFIC). ' )

(a)‘ No appre-  (p)(1)
ciable aid, however, has & = CFTC, the second largest labor union (b)(3)
"in France, In the past, have becn used -
to pay expenses at the confederal level and have not been of direct
benefit to the local orgonizations. Futurc aid going directly to lower
union levels could be used to spark recruitment drives, pay the expenscs (b)(1)
of trained organizers, and finance non-Communist labor propagande. Only " (b)(3)
about three million out of the total of eleven million French workers
are organized. Aid used specifically to win over the unorganized should
bear more positive results than that given in the past. Any financicl
aid given to the FO or the CFIC should be extended discrectly, however, in
order to avoid association of these unions with the US in the public mind.
The allegation that non-Communist unions are su gidized by the US would
seriously limit their effectiveness.

, (b) The non-Communist labor unions could be strengthened by partiality

on the part of the government and the. CNPF in wage negotiations. By and
large, in the past, the CGT has won the largest concessions from employers.
Non~Corrmmnist unions feel unsure of their ability to wring bencfits from
monogement and government and have felt obliged to follow the lead of the

8GT or allow it to outbid them in wage demands, If employers were to favor
- . - * - ., 1~ 1‘ -d ~ -
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non-Communist unions in wage nepotiations, it would give the non-Communist

unions ot least an appearance of effectivencss whichithey now lack in the ,
eyes cf the workexs, - This policy of particlity has becn practiced to o S
linited extent in the past Ly loccl enployers, It could be.greatly ex- :
tended, if the majority of employers were willing to refuse to deal-with

CGT adherents. T ’ .

(c) One of the greatest causes of weakness of the non-Cormunist labor
novement is that it is divided while the Cormmunist-dominated C@T functions
as a well-disciplined, monolithic organization. Organic unity between
the two largest non-Cormmunist unions, the ¥O and €FIC, would greatly
strengthen the non-Communist labor movement, = Unfortunately, orgonic unity
must remain a long-term objective, There is little possibility of such
o union in the near future because of the closencess. of the CFIC to the
Catholic liberale and the decp-seated anti-clerical feeling that exists
in the ranks of the non-Catholic unions, As o long-term objective, how-
ever, organic union of the non-Commuwnist worker syndicates nerits attention
and encouragerent, ’

(a) A more immediate objective exists in the encouragement of coopera-.
tion and unity of action between the FO and CFTC on specific workers'
demands, In the past they have acted in'unison, mostly on the plant level, -
only after the CGT had taken the initiative. The result has been that
the Cormunist-dominated union has usually received the credit for any
adventages gained, A case in point is the currcent unity-of-action ctil~
paign based on labor dissatisfaction with the goverrment-fixed mininmm
wage scale of September 8, 1951, The CGT in the month of August, while
other union leaders were on vacation, formulated its progran with respect
to the minirum wage. As a result, when the High Comission on Collective
Agreenients met, the non-Cormunist unions, for lack of a program of their
i A own, accepted the CGT program and subsequently have presented a coryion
- front on this issue., This docility on the part of the non-Corrwunist unions
“ adds to the prestige and influence of the Cormmmumist-dominated union, | '
~ Dynamic joint-plahning, cooperation, and unity of action on specific issues
§ could be encouraged between FO and CFIC| ]
L . - | . ,(b)(3)
Any of these means for strengthening non-Cormmunist unions, however, are |
palliatives. These unions are essentially weak because of their inability
to win real-wage advantages Tor the worker., They suifer from lack of : C
dynamic and imaginative leadership, lack of tradition and long~established
organization, and perhaps most important, from the basically passive
nature of the postwar governments wherc the interests of the wage-earners
_are .concerned, ' .

The non-Comrmmnist trade unions, however, do not labor under permanent
disadvantages, whercas the CGT, tied to the political dictates of Moscow,
can never hope to free itself from its anti-national and political taint,
Today the great rass of French workers find nelther the Commnumistedominated
CGT nor the non~Cormmunist unions to their liking, Hence, the non-Cormmnist
unions have an unlinited opportunity for expansion in the over~hauling of
their prograns, in younger and more aggressive lecadership, and in unity
of action, : S _ \ j

6, Vulnerability of Cormunist Press (Including FNewsprint Import Restric-
tions and Allocations and Restrictions on Replacement Parts for Press

Equipnent)

'There is a current shortage of newsprint in France which will have
to be made up fron US-Canadian sources, It is estimated that France will
have a 30 percent deficit in its current newsprint needs, If the deficit

—Approved for Release: 2020/11/09 C 0076185
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is to be made up,- 28 percent will have to come from the US and Canada, ,
. France is, moreover, faced with a serious long-tern newsprint shortage, ;
and in the coming years she will be increasingly dependent on external K
supplies of pulp-wood,

— S EIE)
Newsprint is at present allocated by the §ggiété '

Professionellc des Papiers de Presse (SPPP) whose merbers are appointed (b)(1)
Dy the government and include representatives of both the newspapers and (b)(3)

- government, This organization has the over-all responsibility for fair
distribution of the available newsprintu to all newspapers according to
their nceds and on & strictly professional basis, ,

An example of the adverse type of re-
action was evident in the recent Beuve-Méry affair. When pressure wos (b)(1)
put on Beuve-Méry because of his neutralist views in Le Monde, he offered (b)(3)
his resignation, whereupon some of the ranking correspondents on the

paper, although pro-Americon in their own views, threatened to resign if

he were removed cn the grounds that the principle of freedom of the press

had been irpugned, -

. What Are the Specific Cormmnist Institutions in Franée
b_ , (b)
(b)

Tnstitutions and activitics of Cormunist origin| ]
RN are the Cormunist front organizations, the Cormmnist
centr: raining school, CGT training centers, and the Banque Cormerciale (b
‘de 1'Burope ‘du Nord, ' - ' (b

(d) Front orponizations

. The nurber of Commmunist front organizations in France is too
large to list here, Those that concern thenselves especially with indoc-
trination and reach proups which are not glready converted to Cormmnisn
might receive special mention:

(1) Traveil et Culture is an adult eduction effort among workers,
organized on a plant basis locally, principally in the Paris region, and
enploys indoctrinated workers'as leaders. "oudlture” ‘doées not confine
1tself to lecturcs but uscs pictures, photographs, books, movies, outings,
and other pleasant coatings for the pill of indoctrination,

(2) Peuple et Culture,whose efforts are similar to those of
Traveil et Culture, also ains at preparing workers for higher degrees in
the College de France, It seeks to influence students through the use
of a Marxion interpretation of literature, history, and philosophy,!

(b) Corrmnist Central Training School

The Ecole Centrale des Catres du Pafti Corrmniste Francaise gives
general political and Party training to selected cadres destined to becone
future Party leaders, The school is located at Viroflay.

REY ' - w6-
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(¢) CGT Training Cenbers .

CGT training centers are as centers
of Conmmnist indoctrination,

| | - | (b)(3)

o (1) Institut %eriew Guvrier is an institute for workers
directed by the CGT in the departments, Each-institute is autonomous but
the instructors are directly responsible to the Confederal Bureau of the
CGT. ' . ] . - P _- .

- (2) Journce d'Etudes are COT training programs organized on a _
departmental basls for militants and workers who want to become pilitants,
One there, such as "peace", is covered each day, Discussion is pernitted,
but the official conclusion rmst be agreed upon, Conrades who attend are
rated for attitude and interest shown, Attendance is voluntary,

(3) Ecoles du Soir are usually for younger people and those who are
not yet militonts, About 20 to 25 attend at a tine, Indoctrination is
stressed, These lectures are organized on a "local" or "syndicate" basis,

. (4), Ecoles de 'lg-'J‘ours are fifteen-day courses organized by dee
partoental ons and federationsa Since the CGT has not been able finane
_ clally to institute these courses in all industries and unionsj they have
' been limited to the metallurgical, building and nining industries in the
Poris, Pas=de=Calais, Nord, AlsaceeLorraine, Marseilles, Toulouse, and
Bordeaux regions, Since many patrons fire workers who take off for these
fifteen days, the CGT frequently follows the practice of not reporting
where the worker 1s going and solliciting financial assistance for hin’
and his fanily fron fellow workers, although the collections oftén cone |
too late to enable a worker to decide to enroll and go to the coursc, o
Those who attend this course are only nilitants, who come when they can ' |
o and nore than onhce, o ' ‘ o
Sy . . .
(4) Banque Comercinle de L'Europe du Nord

This bank acts o.é a clearing house and depository for French and

Foreign Commmist funds, (b))
‘ [ The (b)(3)
Bapk has been the scene of several bombings, ’

8. What C sts Y'Hold ‘Posts of Responsi-bility in Public Administration

or 3 ‘Econory?

Corrunists have been weeded out of the nore important positions in
public adninistration, but still play a prominent role in the national
econory of France through thelr control of the CGT and by virtue of their
nepbership in the National Asserbly, The more important anong these are
Jacques Duclos, Etienne Fojon, Benoft Frachon, Andre Marty, Leon Mauvais,
Waldeck Rochet, Laurent Casanova, Georges Cognoit, Pierre Courtade,
Florinond Bonte, and Auguste Lecoeur, A short biographical sketch and
evaluation of each is listed in Appendix II, - '

9 Whot Soviet amd Coudnforn periodisals are €irculated in France?

The scale and distribution of L*Union Sovietioue, La Litterature C
Sovietique, Ln Ferme Sovietique, Ogonyok, Krodkodil and the cominiorn | |
~Journal,’ %orTT;zstin Peace, For A Peoplels Democracy, are prohibited ;
by order of the Ministry of ttorior {Dec, ?7',’1'9’5’6'%& Jan, 6, 1951),
Cormunist propaganda, however, gets wide distribution through the French
Cormunist press, which has an estimated 7,000,000 rcaders, o

.7 -
e st
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Cormmunist propagaenda QlaO reaches France by radio (" Ici, Paris"

via Prague; alsc prograns beamed from Belgrade and Budapest and Warsaw) «
The FCP makes extensive use of posters, pamphlets, etc, During the three
weeks prior to the June 1951 national elections, Communist propogande
costs for the campaign alone were estimated to have been somewhat over
$700,000, Some observers place the figure for total annual expenditures
by the Cormmmnists for propaganda purposes at $15O OOO 000, inecluding an

© estimated minimum of $30,000,000 for overt publlcatlon and dissenination

- of printed material by the Party and by Soviet and satellite organizations,

10, Cireculation, Financ1al Strength, etc,, of Anti-Commmunist Prop1~andn
Media in France

The largest medium for the dissemination of anti-Cormmnlst naterial
18 the non-Cormunist press, USIE materiasl is used by Franc-Tireur,
Populaire, Figaro, Aurore and possibly other dailies, As a means of
Jjudging the importance of this medium in terms of number and types of
‘Fredch men and wonen rcached the following table is given for purposes
of comparison:

Circgggtion
' Cormunist Humanite, addressed chiefly to workers - 175,000

Indepepdent Left Franc-Tireur, a}so chiefly to workers ~141,000

Ihdependent Left Combot, addressed chiefly to intel- = 55,000
‘lectuals o

Soetalist Po ululrc, rcad by sone workers and others - 29,000

Independent Franoe-Soir,prdbably addressed to buglness -585,000
and white collor class

| -s_.\ )
‘ .
| . Moderate Aurore, to business groups chiefly - 28k, 000
pro-Government Figaro, to business and white collar 355,000
class - :

4

One of the most effective ami-Cormmnist riedic in France is Paix
et Liberte which puts out posters, tracts, and radio broadcasts. Its
attack on Cormunisn is aggressive, specific, and thoroughly French, Its
carpaign material is prepared by Frenchmen and relies chiefly on satirical
treatment of themes handled,

Paix et Liberte receives help from the French CGovernnent (free
office space and roughly 800,000 francs a nmonth), and fron neubers of the
staff of Figaro, Combat, and Franc-Tireuar, Tﬁ

| _ (b)(1)
‘ 3

| ' Other specifically anti-Comunist organizations are:
, }

(a) BEDES (Burcou des Etudes et de Doeumentation Economiques et
Szgdicales)_zo rue Guersant, Paris 17c, Its financial strength is un-
known but is derived from business nanagements and law circles, The
effectiveness of its weekly bulletin and other publications is consider-
able since it has direct organizational contact with the Socialist trade

. union, Force Ouvriere, particularly in the field of publlcatlon of the
latter's provinciol press,

-8~ .
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(v) BEIPE (Bulletin d'Btudes ot d'Informations Politiques Inter-
nationales), piblished by the Association d'Etudes et d'Informations *

* iPolitigques Imbermetidpales, an anti-Commnist resenrch bureau, Financial
strength is unknown, The effectiveness of certuin specific pamphlets ° _
(showing to the French the complete contempt which iloscow has for the E
French and effgctlvely exposing Soviet propaganda methods) has been evals &
uated as "arousing a great deal of curiosity and interest" in those
circles to vwhich it is principally distributed: Puoris Jawyers, provine
cial movie theatcrs, editors, and schools. :

11, Economic Vealnerability Pattern ' " S

-«

The French worker's dissatisfaction with his inadequate standard
of living and with his inebility to improve his status contributes to
his receptivity to Conmumnist doctrine, It follows that Communism can
be attacked by reforming all those areas of the French cconouy which
inhibit an improvement in the workers!standard of living.

An increase in the nunber of workers' houses, and in the amount of
consurierst goods - even nore, an over-all increase in production « would
clearly be a contribution, The present French cconciy, however, hes not
been able in recent times. to sclve the riddle of increasing production
and wages at thé sane time so that increased goods could. go to the worker, ;
Instcad, wage increases have usually led to price incrcases, while pro-
duction of workers! goods stagnated, It 1s unlikely that thc French
economy can solve thls problen without outside aid,

The French economy requires substantial foreign aid. to help it
increase its industrial capacity and its housing, Foreign aid could bde
conveniently extended in part in the form of sharing the French military
burden of Indo-China and of defending Westerm” Europe, as this would re-
lease,productlon which would be available for: consuners, Eorcign aid would,

' however, be dissipated without basic reforms of the cconomic systen it-
“vag self, These refqrms must be directed at improving the efficiency of the
economic system, and at shifting the distribution of income toward the

working class,

12, . Which Seaports.in France Are Dominated by Corrmnist waterfront Unions?

(a) The Corrnnist-doninated CGT does not “"dominate" any major French
port in the sense that it hes not been able to carry out its program of |
stopping the handling of MDAP material by calling prolonged work stoppages |
anmong dockers, The CGT is, however, the lergest and best organized of the
French dockers! unions in all major ports and can corry cut strikes of
1limited duration,
|

(b) Ports in which the CGT is strongest:

(1) La Palllce. There has been only one major political protest
strike in ILa Pallice, The strike lasted eight days, but an American
military ship was unloaded by non-striking dockers, .

(2) Bordeoux, Bordeaux is the main supply port for US military
shipments., There is an active CGT dockers' union in Bordeaux but it has
not been able to carry out any major work stoppages in the unloading of
US ships carrying militory supplies, There is a sufficient supply of
non—unlon ldbor to unload ships should the CGT refuse to do so,

(3) ‘Morseille, There are 14,200 dockers in Marseille. One
.thousand of these belong to the CGT, but only 300 are considered to be
"hard-core" Comrmmists, The FO and CFTC each have about 600 merbers

anong the dockers, and the remeinder belong to no unlon.
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(h) Le Harve, An active Colrmmlst kerncl hos carried out derone : j
strations, but there has been n¢ corious work stoppages. | ~(b)(1)
no more than 20 percent of the lcengshoreuen ave Commmumists or fellow- b

travellers,  However, therc is a strong paciris®t senbiment among all the
dockers that cannot be ignored. The Ccasulate hns reuonngndcd that MDAP (bx1’
shipments not arrive for unlodding at Ic Havrc.

(5) Cherbourg; There is no serious Corrianist problen anong the

dockers of Cherbourg. In Junuary 1950, 256 out of 279 nockers voted in
referendun in iavor of unloadinc U5 chipe ecarryin: military sapplies,

(6) Calais and Duuerque. In both ports the CGT is strong enough -
to call short strikes against the handling of nilitory supplics, Both
ports are relatively unimportent as far as US nilitary shipuents arc cone
cerned, :

13, Analysis of Conrmnist Strength in Maritime Unions of TFrance’

Cormmunists arc not sufficiently strong in the moritime unions of
France seriously to hormper shipmnents of nateriel, Communist cells are
known to exist in many of the larger ships and are perhaps nore nurerous
arong the crews of smcller vessels, The Communists‘have not, however,
heen able gcrlously to delay the sailing of ships carrying militory sup-
plies, _

The Corzrnist hold over French seamen appears to have been ¢Xe
agoerated, In 1950 in a referendum strike vote based on legitimate wage
demonds, the CGT suffered o serious sct-back, Ballots were-passcd out to
several thousand seamen but only 983 bothered Lo vote, Of these Tik
voted in favor ‘of atriking. . '

The CGT Maritime Union in Marseille, where CGT activity has been
eoncentrated, has recently been under attack, The Minlstry of Merchhnt
Marine has instructed its Marseille office not to receive CGT represent=
atives .of the Maritine Union; the Ministry has also forbidden CGT organe
-1zers to board ships under its jurisdiction in Mﬁruelllb. Private shipe
ping companlcs have followed suit,

.‘\

The Meditervancan Committee of The Intcrnational Transport Workees!
Federation is currently ecarrying out an anti~Corpnnist campalgn arong
the Scamen‘s Unions,

«10~
o SECEET

SECURITY INFORMATION

I  proved for Release: 2020/11/09 C00761 850 m s ——



