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MFKORARDUM FOR: Chief, Spccial Operations Division Z/ :
" SUBJECT: . Project ONYGAS

1. This report is submittod for informntion only. ror
attachments 1 arnd 2, the nature of tho Froject and its prog-
regs to date are such that hroad spectrum attention to 1t may
be indicated at a lateér dato. :

‘2. TIroject OXYGAS was conceived for the purpose of
explering feasibility of utilizing {he bottlo-ncse colphin
- (Tursiows trurcatus) in undermator attacks sgainst encamy ship-
pitg. OO apd CRD/LE (DDE2R) nre co-uponvorlng OXICAS w

2D/LS baving comtractod ($07,870) through
for the cxploration plus providing techmical guidancoe and
SOD/

A2 providing tho necesyary operational insut.,

3. At the outset, tho OXYCGAS concept and the nodeost
invostnent were considored nore than Justifiable providing
feagibility cculd Lo demonsirated to deliver a simulated

- weapoens packago over aa open sea distonco to a proprellor of
& moored PT boat. CObviously, if 4o UT boat attack systen
can o developed, many spill-ovor areas of interest will then
appear feasiblo such as: si2acks on yarietics of ship types;
barbor and coastal reconnaiscancs through photopraphic nmeans;
spocialized LLINT functiocas: cortain tyses of resupply opera-
tions; placexont of sonnr, 2coustic, 2nd seismic buoys; place-
rent of rochet detection units, and R¥Y, UV, DY, CW scnsors
and trace element collectors,

4. A3 is known, the Agency and the Kavy bave spent con-
siderable time and monoy <oveloping swinner delivory systowrs
to accowplish these scane purposes with the end-product beinug
of marzinal effectiveness at bost, : :

S. A3 2 matter of interost, 4t 4s estimated that the
combired Azerncy/Kavy annual coste inp mxintaining warginally
effectivo swinmor atiZck e€votoms run in excess of five million
collars For the swimasrs and speociaiized equipnent alone. :
This estimate does not includa support shippirng or outfitiing
costa. ‘ot an inconsiderable factor in a manned systen is
‘the physical donger to the wmnn in exnozing hiwself to on
unoatural environmeant with or withoui tho additional herard

T . of eneny sciion.
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6. Progress to dato with OXYCAS has been so encouraging

" ¢hat 1%t is now docnmed appropriante to invite high level aticn-

tion to the project. I, a3 expocied by Loth 0aN/LS and
SOD/EB, feasibility of the use of dolpilns in this faznion
can beo demonstrated, guidonce and support of moderate mogni-
tude will be roquired if tho concept is to bte transiorwmed
from a tochnical feasibility stazo to an operational system.

7. Assunping feasibility is démonstroted, SCD/UE feols
the OXYCAS concept shonld be developsd into an operational

Csystem. In this context it chould b2 understood that the
. dolphin cannot be oxpeocted to cormpletely replzee the ozn in

the water. “The dolnhiin should, bkowover, ke oxpected to

obviate the need for a m2jor portien of our ran-cifort with
& resultant considerable short and long-xenge dollar saving
and many othor advantages..
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