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20 Saptember 1950

‘BUBJECTs Preliminary report un interrogstion of Dr. N. N. Poppe of the

Far Bastern Department, University of Washington, on Boviet

Far Bast,

!ntroduotog.

On 14 September 1950 I had an opportunity of spending ¢4 hours

with Dr. N, N. Pdppo. a DP, who is now a Professor of oriental languages

~ and an expert on Far East st the University of Washington.

Dr. P. appears to bs an outstanding scholar. Ho was a professor

at the Leningrad University and & coirvesponding nember of the Academy

of 8ciences of the USSR. ZThe latter position indicates an unusual

distinotion which suggests either outstanding scholarship or an

exceptional stending in the Party, In Dr. P.'s oase the soholarship

- .opensd the door to the Academy. Dr. P. is very intellicent and cbservant.

Eis lmowledge of the Soviet Far East sppears to be very good. At sny

rate, originally in view of his specialty I did mot expect to spend

'n'oro than one hour with him, Very soon, however, I realised that Dr.P.

may supply smuch more information on health and sanitation and on

kKindred questions of the Boviet East, or seversl parts of the Buropean

‘part of the USSR, than his speoialty would indfoats. I would have

-'np;nt with hh more than 44 hours, but for consideration, both, of

Ure P. and Nr. T Jof the CIA who was present at the lntorym.'l

torminated the interview not because the subjeot was exhausted but

because I felt that any further extension of the interview would not
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give results, importance of which, would warrant any furthor demand

on time and efforts of Dr. P. and ur.i )

Outer Iloggolu.
Dr. P. had made trips to Outer Mongolia in 1926, 1927, 1929,

- 1988, 1938, 1940, 1941, Fe thus was able to observe developments in

publio houth sfforts of the oountry,
: : o Ouliy Jupnnalin
Ve o i ’“.\ sq lo;}nl OO?IPIOO\II 1n 1928 a8 1% conunned to bo 4n
S ToettN - K “\(’"”" vwﬁn‘ \M ‘Uw—?(w L+‘h"
1941, ﬂdnvor. louo !nprovonent could be 1939 /. % /o g/
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' Mongolimna are pu:mbly }nndl 1n a-way tlu/t definite tribes awuld
! $“A"—C.A.4t€- '
/ migrate ucordi.ng to seasons wlthin )a defintte 'royon and never outside
JLI‘U'\ A 0‘- s
( of the Wrthrts regions} Evary reiich souldJave a central hospitel and

Ten:
/ region physicians wouldd travel within the region to exanine and treat

;/ the mogients population, This procedure has proved to bo very effective.

- VYonereal diseases are widespread among Mongolians, It was

unrtod that in 1926 as mw as 60% of the popuhtion w8 infected
: hanl )
with Vel., but by 1939 the ntio\ohl-idonbl muued\ so that in 1930

_more than 50¥ of recruits were accepted into the army.
L TETE

Bubjeotively Nongolians are luttorhg troi gonorrhu nore
" than from syphilis., ZTuberoulosis is also extremely widespread. As a
matter of fact, Mongolians soldiers are unable to live in standard

barrecks. Nany of<she Nongolian soldiers develop tuberculosis ifuput

.__L\W‘\Jw{w‘l ?‘ [, XY
under eonditions prevalent in ¢he army.

oflather xnporwst disessos, typhoid and dyuntory, Anoluding

——

v
- { amoebio dysentery are to be-mentioned ut the tint,phoo. R«mmmn

{
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A e lpooh.l efforts had been made. Ne-bad.-no anything en < *° «—/,‘
J—-LN«——n:'U‘a 7_"{8 ;\/,f‘.,.. Fe,
Cah-cc Ml \‘(' )\/f PR :-.'; r.;"-_.”..j““"'-.‘,,',
of veotors ho—nnunmdmly flies, fleas and llce; he-hed . 7 c
. 7. A., o
a very slight knowlodge on tieks. mlytnn pnnat in llongolu. et

.oonditionsin Mongolin was-extremely-bad, Indesd, ntor was supplied

as a rule suffer from dysentery, wm Vr, Po-wis not -'opand-.
Bpidemios of plague have ocourred, but plague has nsver been

ﬂu "4” A /«

endemioc. he=aesexts, Of-the rodents, serving as hosts to fleas, marmots
(tarbugan) are espeoinlly widespread, Mongols eat marmots; but thay
avoid sick animals. They u-uany mun away frox a siok animal, br.'F.

(20 /n’.'-s ‘g Jore ?

1s-inolined to think. that ‘thie u th- Teason why plague opidonicc

never spread.

\f nf{( XL K
Bre-F. was not aware of axy Mct‘w spidemics of malaria

or typhus. Soabies is widespread. So are helminthic diseases with
l’{.lC Jf‘

whioh pmti.oauy tho whole population is n; otod Rpilepsy is very
common, Of snimal diseases, espocially of diseases which my be s

Jia 2,
AN & .
oommunicated to men, brucellosis appears to be widespread. ’ ! Rergould Co e
rellivae .)M’rp 2l ov Q’Y_."_..)""‘J : ﬂ/{""" i .
not tvn—tnyﬂanm ;abion er anthraxg 'th amder control
' w ngod e anidigef Sy e *(’{"(“" ALIE

- "" r ¢ LR - I N

PR 4 /
h.-du—uot.hu»'.m,mx:bhor detalds, fLi:¢ & wiha T vl

The aboze-statement m@unm?ﬁMt‘ sanitary
#.\4-\.‘: u( 2 eelcod. o Jooo e

| in barrels from the river; waste was disposed in tho most prmun way. -
ﬁnnnJoxo}-ota was M used as tortutur.zfl?g;‘ ?(g;?ﬁ:‘:;.; ;s o

_.nmagcﬂ. u.trinu were relatively scarce, buernuonoo or'thm, Bri~P,
.cdd was prororabla,:"’fugtﬁpmahnt in latrines would make thea use- {
J.on. and b%“.iiﬁf ﬂéﬁ‘g foous of infection Md Epidnio- l:

v

. o



o o~ | BBOREM ~

S
/ logionl leauom wore prhuitivo. bue dhey—hxve rendered useful work,
Btaple food consisted of tea, water, milk, ult. flour, put‘ _'
\ ‘ (L we K
wr ; together in a bowl, The latter utensil u-»i-; carried by every
s ’i was
; Mongol in his pocket. After usage it je not washed but rather 1ioked .
{ until ’it looks oloan. ')\“.(._“'__‘.,_‘Zj G \,. ,(n. P ey e /"""3‘(, :
N | t & ~ N ] "’c\., "(J' frrut N
(.,J.n..:‘ (lc l (‘ :
Buryut Mongolia. \~.~.\.:L. Yot o Crirtsant M&fn @ deel e
N3 {ind u-(u_«rl.a ke
Dre-Re tut-nlso opport\mlty to visit sexesel.-tines Buryat otle fus |
Cofion glAMTA CTET, ey, 4lwc/«-rm.- : :
Mongoliu, M@- upit&l. Tlan tde. - tions in this republic e
|

were bottar than thoy were in &he- neighboring om:or lﬂonaolh. yet
there was much room for improvement 'in Buryat llongnlh. "..o.

skew ke JRiot
M«uwjﬂ o da6 relatively  modorn, dndustrial atgy,, Vater was

svgpuve

dorivod fronm the rivor'l uppor -trou. at’ was very wsafe. contro.l
1

W ENE o

water worke was M:Har-be installed in 1940. Thsre was no u%go
system., Richt soil and other refuse vﬁ collected in primitive coss-
R w2 P11atlivc! z elaperafion i
pools ‘only ocouionany Bna “be warsied in
. it e
wooden bumll,\mt very strong 56 oop the eontcntn intaot during the
"truuport. an'bq;a wuid-bo collected in wooden bouu. enptiod
.p;i:joxi,uteljr every two wesks and cunped outside of the oity bouuds,
Inéimuton‘ were non-existant. ' :
e Connfinn: PYIveS ¥
. bome new houses, including the best and m hotol
ucludod flush toilets, but po,per. ovcn newapaper was &l&t; Kalls '
of tho othenin modern touotl were aooordingly smeared, Bonp was

' ran and expensive...

0f diseases, tuborc on:c/l WAS very oommon ospeohdly anong
Lo

' \) berceo :
'formr uoladel. . wo tonor!y they "“‘j“ 4n teants, after
4




settliexent they were housed 4in sluns, Basedow's disease was widespread
in tle region of the Tunka mountains ‘
fooaanet ameall £l ':‘“‘"' "Q.“"“o- £y Q""'-’-(f-:f’_w (.:.LL()
b A-Mo\f}n aleo widespread in Buryat Mongolia, She—mwwe—of

ve-by

whick-eseaped D Peols-mamory. /ynptonlv re fiaS%ures of the bone,
W;ﬂr'thmplog is unknown (osteoporosis? MXg). A
dootor dissertation was prepured by‘Dr. xlnntuvil of the Omsk Nediocal
I;:ltttuto. I shall try to looute this pisce of work, or at least s
reference to,lt.j

' Enterio diseasos due to ‘gm&ury oondltioz; are ooarson,
Ticks of the neighbori.ng. Xaign are veotors of euoephalitis. Brucellosis
is widespreud. ~'I.oi;r"t'z" ;.; endezice There is a leprosarium in the 1slgro wé_
01®hon on &.\awm% Diteto.0 06-Rot~nOW -t he L0 -0f ~the |

 leprosurimm, - |
Medicel care, pa.ru:ulu'lz a::.i:?bj}}ty of professional

physiocians (and not feldshors) was uﬂ';g’;ic' LaVOrmole, Buryat
Mongolia than it was in the Furopsan part of the USSR. This was especial-
iy ti"ue with regard to the rural areas.

- Leningred,
a. Nater supply.

Leningrad still derives water from the river Nevae, D¥ale

M'. A . . bof | m‘g. ]

TIty. MEEEwKEar{fas been extramaly . Bt. Potouburg)mtfond

& major cholera epidemic in 1908, and typhoid has besn endemic. OCeptral
R HA».M

water works used to be inudejuate. & major projéot ol~derivation of

SBCR .
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water fron bhe- lake lagodu and f:tﬁngunuon of a modern and large
- WA S
oentral water purifiostion plant, atarted in the thirtfes, was still
- at the initial stage whan Vorld Var 11 began, Drm Por ‘
S derwde
“Brr—-Re-doubss-.

‘obvlo\u reanon tho work waos discontinued during the wmr,
whsbher—the projoot hag boon realised by now.

be huste disposul, |

"IN tworage syaten e w, 1n Loningruds but 1t was obsolets,
cudﬁL_ not all lwuses, or indewt %otuu of tle oity, were included
ing tle network. HRefusv was cullectod in concrete boxes. Removal was
supjosad to teko placo overy week, but thia regulation wus ouly oa |
paper. As a result, whenevor the boxes were full, refuss would be *
dumpod bosie the boxes. Au idual bresdla, place for rats and flies
. was thus provided,

o. llousing conditiou. '
. WAL
Housing conditinggvliough better $au in Xosoow, mae- very bad,

lun syuaro nater (10,76 u.wl) per person was the nom which was not

- e ot e o et m e .

allowsd to be cxooedod, with the exoeption of a yoom for professional

dne A ALeEr-quuld-taxe A ututy,. MWM

_but-wntually it wis, Godeufe, in cuse of energoncy it

was allowed to reduce the norm wp to six IQL:N metcrs (7.19 sg. yd.)
or person. Aolund2T, tha ujority of tue leningrad population werc
_nllotod this nora. Mgﬂ‘ an addzif.m to ths 4 “v &ﬁ place,
not necessarily u new born ochild (it u9 be a pmnt)mou wore

knowg—to-Brs P. when the minime of 6 84e M. was at811 farther lowered.
As a rule rank and file would have only one room pur fanily,

8
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d. Bospitals, e
U)u 3
In spite of overorowding, people muld:ha relustant to go

0 hospitals in oase of & major 41lness. AS many believed in Western
Burope several decadss ago, the unugud population of a decade ago
generally bulisved that hospituls did more dumag: thau good, and (.
ybubﬂitysf dying 4n & hospital wus great. ¢ n-tha-sther-handy-Drs
Pe W8 5 patient 4n & large holpltd. call~d loohnunov Hospital located
on the-Okhta Btn-t.a:b-b’phd.au s oity in 1tutfm It ooouples
24 dbulldings. Doehy estimatey 424 this hospital s about 85000 bods.
1, for mo.,umﬁlwm;w) “sould.nos-glve w Turthar'
“debails, T hospital ward ;-jmt:)h mm“*.. aoq?‘(c‘i)n
was sutisfactory, but the food was bad. ‘
o. Medioal Distriots.

Nedical distriots in which & plysioian is responsible for the
sanitary condition of his district and in which he aots as & Gensral
Miuoner of the district populaticn wore established too late for
Dad—lo tmcpMon about the efficscy of this systas,

Mwmmumﬁwnw ubous,projoct
undertaken shortly bafors World ¥ar II. A physioian would visit homes
on @ saple basis without invitation just to learn about health amd

sooial oondition of the families. 7his method, if uu.ﬂ‘unvm
wondd (,,,, NS ;uesfvf
this was one of many measures

of the Ooverzment which were not respectedy but-miuir-tiw—public Jms
not-expegted -to-tisours, Pallure—te-disvulis THI BAforelEst-und-Hrv-Rulp
reagtion -throws-snother 1ight on-the situation in the USSR. |

7
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B l L B, Genoral sanitary oondi.tlon.

e . - . | Bmcn.mﬂ L~

Before the pnunt syaten of nuul distriot was utu.bnlhod.
‘s member of the patisut’s family had to inform the looal outpatient
dispensary ("smbulatoriia”) or olinic (“polikliniks®) 4f the patl.ont
et unable to visit the dispenenry or the olinio, This-is-a-lmown. M
Now-was -Dry—Ps T KNS TEIGtimt u' [ 3 pl.tiont e m for several days
o.nd he needed a dnily visit by o..?lvlbchn. he would be visited by one

Alhwa 1 4l sl lialiel usdlie.

of the B=3 p}vuohnl assosinted~by the looal clinics, who is Just on

w4 Gl vy Jag
duty. In other words he may be visited éoday by one physioian, bemerrew
by encther dpster and on the third day still br--uztrd-mr and f
this rotation may be repeated during the ocourse of the patient's illness.

Persomnel in the outpatient clinics was overworked.

GENERAL

ugpceilmous quutioan”p;x"tum to no specific locality were
touched upon in the course of conversation.

» & Fater, Dot et s £ UESK,
‘ ek Qs VAN T
IRYY R T Y H
02 . ., , Vater vau mhor‘ safg,~even i.n Mosocow. )gatorl were-widee !

e
 spresd-with the m Dontt drink wnboiled water®. Bailway Stations
© were provided with officially boiled water, but aotuany,M'-“m.

s tlo water was seldam boiled though it was warn,

7-2 r

General sanitary oonditiom ul? $ouse L‘a w" et
%, \3“‘*,-‘::_

m&dwm sluos: wniversads Drv—Re-and-hie-fautly-belenged -fio
e &Uouc \:M‘.-nﬂ ﬁb+{£l "U'Qﬁ )
Mwupuonﬂ in this wxpevt, @Smoo ordinary P
J wedd boas ‘
expensive, 4hey-would-iny pe d toilet socap which )bmuu of its

8 o P
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S aeldlrtz
prohibitive price was always available. - Hestdes, booause h hnd tho

e
right to havo & lecge study Mmm-w family
was not as overcrawgd as wus the vast majority of the population, On

hh:rroquont trips 4in railroad coaches v would rudb himself with a

LWl '.d .g[ {“ )
repullent. Ha used For this purpose, wibh~sueoess, & gabadilla lotion

| Sruvee . .
| e culled 3E 8. "spirt" (ucoiwlﬁ.

C. Dinecases.
a) Malaris.
. i~ i
A large scule movement of po pulation}includin(; Shat "

st

Al
, between Central Asia or Ca.uoasas\ ahd the rest of the USSR jrnsulted in
a s L.QA \*’\&(O."Le- Ot -LI( {\,‘d e
WMA&M in Iocalities which M—m alrnost

wa s

free of ma3nrin. Ianingrndwuo such looa}xe:sm-sor—&ct??nﬂ
A 4 " .. /

VA damsa a& Wﬁ.\ ot bvve ok B o Dicnn. Flid Lhe o,
"’erhou sh the aslar:.l‘t was W Semeined an e::treme Y >

' serious problen throughout the UsSE Ltte-Kine_vhen he—ieft Russin. {1948),
mm~_’graodiu", of LALR wus lm‘\; ons of propgluctio nousures.
'b) Tvphus epidemics.

NP"V / 'u«.l
Typhus opi.dcuics heve not Pachod dimenlionu observed s ..

the early twuntles. Iven duriuglie war Uhere were no major epidemics

e ropurted.

c) BEnieric diseuses.

\ Baterio diveuses were videuproud everywhose,

d .4n Usbekintean, | - :
) Lelshmuniesis.in Usbekintan | F Fave g,‘

Lonirary to. Dr.um {Pliladelphin). axsertion, Or.. P. m
R 'heurd tlw.t leislmaninsie wup endemic in Uzbelkie tun loculni.en bordsring
| Tadzhu;iatun.
9
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o) Venoreal disoases.
M VJDe wus on the deoline prior to Vorld far I, He-aneeresé-Nimxt
pronhcuih wus not widesproud in Russia, at wqy rate not to the extent
s wf“-«»{. N »C—uA
: bo-the-ease in Gormuny. Prostitution wus practised but to
.nunitod extent, he-wwid;- uann booa.uunfthno{ro-dodhoulng |
eondition, promisculty and prostitution had to ‘mewt With enormous
obstacles. Beocawse ox' souroity of oonampr goodl) including stockings
and other apparel, many girls would readily sell themselves for a
pair of stockings or the 1ike,-Ju—~admi4bed; but usually they would
have & yather steady 1tdson with a mun 4n & high position who would be :
able to proouro swh things as stockings. n»m—:me ‘
“She Sovmt sdolescents wore less &szga & Z.)”em thnn wore
German wovdolelcontnfdurms and after the wur. xb:::;m a)tr:;: to 7/4,,,‘_:' :
send YW two sons ia & German school to&m-m
Dre-Peulso-wtuted that V.U, uspma.r}‘fimlmng
proplylactios were avallable in lu.xiohnt numder where treatment was
readily afsorded. The pstiaut-\_gf'\, D) SCate thotr numes.
- 1, for ona, was sonmewhat skeptical about the above, too
favoreble, statoment. In the courss of our discussion en this subject
1 offersd br. P. to explanations, if he is right in his assertiona:
, Firet, poor nutrition, referred to below and overwork mxy be responsible
for the behavior of the youth, asserted to be a rule by Ur. P.3 secondly,

" orowded housing condition may weaken sonsation, awalwned in another sex.

10
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/ Dre Pe thought that this might have besn the oase. At any rate,
should similar assertions be forwarded by otbher informants, I think
~ they shoulu be taken with a grain of salt.
£) Psyohiatric d!.leuoﬁ.

A
D:.J«cnm- that there wn?h less serious psyohiatrio
e R

onaes &an oancutiomg tha ms@mﬂé luggut. 1t 4is true that depression
1‘.‘

was wj.du;r-;ﬁ‘%ut nooordinb to what ho-M heard, thoro was loss need
X .‘-LI‘
for asyluns than there was in Western Europe. It is sz o A ]

e
speculation whather or ot phlegmatic attitude of rank and file wes |..

resulted rron poor nutriti.on and from a constant dictatorial regime.

Dr. P. said thut@ Wﬁn&gﬁon iBy ba oorroot. At-sny_event people
were-uot ohaer&l,——m’d'ihe—mjor purgu. mﬂ:ed 156 31937 had their ...
- effests on _population,--
De Mutrition.
Butrition has never been adequats. After the famine of the

sarly thirbin the situation wus not ocatastrophio any longer, it is

. true, but never ldaquata. In order to dhoounga buying too much
" &M«L‘A*V—o

/tood w restrictions’ evan after the ration system bad been

provinomny discontinued, and priooa were prohibitive. Those wf
~blve farmsrs who had their own plots and a cow per family would have
been better provided with food but for the fact that they had to pay
R Clrra At~ 2
too-mush taxes for milk gained from the family cow. Imbre—Pi*s un g
opinion farmers wevo better provided with food in spite of the just

/
mentioned hardship. 7his opinion is not shared by some experts. At

11

SBCRE )



SBORE!

/-': any rate food was mot plontiful in the USSR taken as a whole cn the eve
{ . _
~ of World War II. (At present, the situniiemappears to be yomowhat

/ better. UKG). " Db.—~P.-wad not Bocustcmed to ‘make his estimutes 4n terms-
j ' of_caloric intakes. er@u this mepedt, but -
} { fa/\ﬂ. J’M“u- ."u-’—'/'t'( M{)l ﬂjwﬂ Co,.lrM/(/,\hjl &.d \f{‘f“%
| ' he’ thought, GEt-the average oalori intake ed hardly sxceeded 1800
|
‘f ‘ oalories per person per day, and that of a worker was at the most 2000
‘ j)or dﬁyn
E. Pood sanitation.
MHeat inspeotion in leningrad and possibly in other major

1 oities was observed. MNilk was unsafe, and it was distributed in an

», old fashioned way from canes. G(rogery stores and food markets (so
, called "kolkhose™ markets) were extremsly dirty everywhsres, so were
the food handlers., Packing paper was not available. |
F. Mediocal 8are.

Rre-Po waz\able -to.compar® Bome methods of treatment in

) o~ \
~_Russia and in Germany:” The German doctors asserted :;hat Russian
mothoda vere mostly out of date. Qn-$hevther_hund he knew of & few
ek TN 'U“\\ " & e slere fea

oue\whnn mdom and efficient methods were employed. -Mostly (... ... -
plwuici.m were too overworked to Le able to bs up to date even if

facilities for their progress were avalilable.

In outpatients olinics patients were mostly handled very
hastily, Certificates for sick leave would be granted ouly if the
patient's temperature was above mormal, independent of whether or not

fever should be considered as a eriterium of diuhiii’cy.

12
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In one aspoot Dr. P. was able to remova my diffioulty to
mdﬂ'-cﬁn‘d pnp!riy tho,wiot-;y;eon of mediocal ocare.

It will be reocalled that large fwotories have their owmn
modica)l staff whioh treat also membors of the workers' families. I
was unable to £ind out whether or mot there was an overlapping of two
agencies as %o factory dootors and distriot medical officers. According
to Dr. P.-'l knowledge, factory dootors as & rule, have never treated,
they acted moerely in oonsultation capacity apart from their funotions
conneoted with industrial hyglene.

Only workers and students were Jsubjeot to periodical physiocal
exanination.

G. Modical supply and equipment,

Medical supply was scarce, especially sulfa drugs. Dr. P.
esould rot moke any statement on medical oquipment with the following
exception: Dentists' boring machines were mostly old fashiomed. .
Even in & Gerxzan village equipment was more \xp to date, than equipment , . i .
in Leningred.

H, Physioal standards.

Dr. P. suffered from myooarditis, he had once TB which was L
hesled, and he suffered frou the effects of euteric dissases contracted "

in the bmet. |
In 1640 at the age of 43 years he was oalled to military o [

pervice., The verdiot of examining physicians was: "Pit for service
during the war, unfit during the peace". Bimilarly he knew of a 63

13
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yuﬁ old man without two fingers on his right hand, who was acoepted
for military duty. | |
Bafore the war, at times all reoruits were considered as fit
unless orippled or afflicted with open tuberoulosis, he said.
I, Freparation to war, inoluding BV and CW.

There was no doubt that the Boviet government has taken
nunerous moasures fé; m i)r;fwi'rodmn. Ure Po-did -not -Jmow -anything
gpecific about B¥ or CF. The extend at which measures of defense were

s+ e ey e A

treated had sugiested to Dr. P, and to many other.  gbservers ths extent
at _whioh %ama of M being prepared.

...,—"

.H- hnd to uttond Iocturu. on BN and CW defense, twioce a

month. He could not remenber-eny deteils with the -exoception of
gensrulities,~since cuch lectures could not be taken seriously. -He
wfo;; example : A ured.n gas (-h"f—tor;ot thich one) could not be
easily detected. Particularly canaries wore susceptible to this gas.
m_pen discussion wus not omouugod. but among m
audfEoriim would Joke{al %o where to got & camarye..

‘ Dr. Po did not belisve that prisonsrs of ooncentration camps
were serving as guines pigs for mediocal experinments. He has met about
eavan former prisoners who told him that in spite of complaints thay.
were rarely treated at all. Bven if anmong the prisoners there was a
physioinn he was helpless on this account, On the other hand he knew
of several instanoces, u&ro prisoners had disappeared, and where

relatives were unable to traos them. Iln such cases the information
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given to rolativos wus that the prisoner died soveral years before,
This may suggest that soms of the victims may have served as objects

of experiments.
J. bi rth contmlo

In the oitios birth oontrol wus in prauoctices Solf-induced
abortions wore widesproade Iir. s did not belivve that the sume could
be generaliced \d.fh respoct tu tho rural population. On the other
hand young villagers bad the trend to nigrute to cities, ‘

~ Fe Hempower,

Alﬁoual workin; conditions, both in the industry and on the
‘farms wore extremoly difficult, runk and file of the population
endoavored to be included in the csategory of "workers™ for social

reasons.
Dr. P, agroed with me that thers was over=population anong

the ferwers beforc the war, not}iwitmtandihg assortions of fha Soviet

pmp;mdl to the eontrary. However, this wus true only with the

~ following madifioations Luring the Lharvest scason there wns scarocity

of labor in the USSR (as elaowhere, inoluding USae KXG)j but, during .

the rest of the yoar, members of the oolleotive furms hud .to sesk

" work elsewhere, or they would be given assigments within the collective

farns to repair or bulld roads and the like, which thoy did using

-obsolete mothols, In‘othar words, productivity of lubor was low, or

%411 exprossing othorwiso, whut is Important to mote, there wus &

,' lirge reservoir of manpower,

i N
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