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SUBJFCT: Review of Ramberg Qpervations

zno

1. The originzl vurpose and intent ol seitting up a Bamberg Sub.-

15 to establisa a western zone unit to carry o1t the spervaticnal
of the Fastiae plan. Tne Bamberg site was selected Lacsu
rimity to the Soviet Zons border. Also taken intho consider:
ing for sventual expansion, comgunications, aand accessi
is located 44 km from Coxburg and 10C km from Hof which wery

Ldnwﬂlg

Two zeneiral areas vhere most of our cperating took place. We had -
posed Lo operate westerly over as Tav as dulda, howsver, as this

: chows, 1t was not necesssry L0 extemi aperasicns intoe that ares
Fielid wo:k LO rupp]@d“n Che Pastlme prograim was stavted in late
ﬁO/mmkP" * 1948, For making pre Llwinary contachts, members of

i 1rian boqur police were used, ané onca contact had been esiahll ]
with the Sovielt Zone pOlLC autnorlities, we shifted on our own withouz
the krow.edge of the Cerman police agenciss, CIC, o S, This was
seconplivhed primarily through the use of a bﬂ?lﬁzcup Vol KQanﬂai
divect contaey wWlth agents, and in one srea (Heustadt) whieh we wisited
fregquently, by appearing as black marketeers.

ontacting Soviet Zone border polles in the late fall ?C

e
was accoaplished with much wore ease and smoothness than we at
antlcipased, Despite 1@gu1ﬂt10ﬂ” of Tthe 3Joviet Zona police oyohlb«f
inz trelilr coming within 150 metzrs of the ooiab¢ and pionlo1t*nf thom
Foom mee;ing their Amzon counter berxr in viz: 1&17y_GVer Kommand o«
stelle along the borier there ave 00:0 T guards, or in some cases evan

oflxc\a.s from the Kommandaturasz, who frejuently come down to the

norder to do a 1ittle black marketeering and fo gossip with the
davarian border police. This does not hold true for sreas acd jacent to

of fic¢ial border crossing points such as above Ludwigstadt snd Hof, In
thase arnas thoere are generally severzl Soviet control volnts andéd i
oneder police are under much more stringeat control, In the Neusts
sra8 vhere most of our contacts with the border poiice took place

a2 ornly three w1duly separated Soviet coatrol points, These were
s3taifed by cne officer ond seven enlisted mern, spending most of thed
tine Crinking schnapps with the local faramers., They g@nerally carvled
sut théelr controls in the following manner:  the enlisted men on duty

to corntrol two or three Kommando polints would call the Kommando-leltew
snd 2el that his name be vegilstared in the control book at a speadilc
. The Fomnande-leiter generally did this and the Soviast BNy e

the house of a loval farmer and “nfr" their eight h i
a bottle., This sort of loose control oy the Soviets 3%

0O, Je at one Time tried o make covtact with a
ontrol points on the theory that szs long as there is only cas
cromer unit he could be approached and srrangenents Lo eonbso bz
mace, bult the entire unit of a Scvied conticl pelnt 1s changed

2y owenty days making 1t impraciticel o atvtenpt contact.

s pr@viouﬁly menticned, COUU; N w1,m tha Sovzon beorder pol
carasively easy dLu[Ol&h experience ha: snown that cne must
“ub.; caution because thers =,117 ere corteln members of the
nlice that arve Lknown as two hundred percsntars or extremaly
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rabid SED constituents. We found that the best way to contact Sovzon
vorder police svmpsthetic with the western ceuse was to first go to

the local Kommissar of the Bavarian vorder police. The Kommissars
gGHNﬂal'y know who the Soviet Zone policemen ars who are to be avoided
and who the border police are that can be contacted., We found that the
Bavarian border. police sre exceptionally well lﬁ'orwod and they are
also up to date on most all of the illegel border erossing poinGUQ On
the low level between the Baverlan bhorder police and the Soviet Yone
border police there is considerable friendship in soms areas and
illearal border crossing can be carried out without any difficulty what
soever, Our experience has shown that the con%rols on the Baverian
side of the border zie miuch more thorcugh than on the Soviet Zone side.
soviet Zone border controls gsnerally take place directly on the border
whiie Bavarian Zone border controls take place not only at the border
out »n streets, railroads, and in foi@q Cz going sometimes as far asg

~ 4

30 kni's behind th¢ border
4. Another excellent source for making contscts with illegsl

border crossers 1is in restaurants and Gaﬂﬁ?tﬁgr in towns near the
norder, In Hof, Ccburg, Kulmbach, and LuqurCuaac wa came across snall
nntels Wwhose maln source of i @vonun canme Irom border ecrossers. The
type of border crosser staying in such a hotel is generally quasia
professlonal and the police are aware. of theilr activity but generally
look in another direction. In recent weeks, since the counter-blackade
oxopwan has been instituted by the Westearn Powers, large scale L4¢3g8*

freight” border operations have virtually cessed and nost crossings
nov are “pessenger' fraffic type, or individuals crossing to visit

Triends or for busginess people who cancot ObLaLﬂ tha necesssry legal
crovﬂlng permits. e discovered that after visiting an aforementioned

Fa I

type of hotel a few times, and after getting a 1ittle chumny with the
pwopWi@tos, he could arrange 2 border crossing or recomiend various
ndividuals living on the border wno could st one or even take
Jﬂ@ over thea border. Ve started making 2 1i:zt of such bfos»ing pcints
to the conclusion it is n@%c@s vy for they exist virsuslly

A

Dut came.
1l aleong the berder and meeting the rthu type of individual to
ailrect gipe 0 cross the border presents no pioblem to anyone speeking
o9 [; nd the undersigned became zo friendly with a group
bhordef operattves at Purthaame«rg, near dJeustadt, that we were

considerved one cf thelr group and invited to a psrty given by various
local residents of both sides of the border engaged in border traffic,
as vell as a few ZSoviet Zone and a Tew Bavarian Border policemen. It

>}
wag an informal 1little Faschings pqlty where everyons was called by
als Jirst name. I cite the above merely to chow that despite rules,
rumonrs , and the supposed diffieculties rampant in tha border area,
there 1s in reality considerable fluidness on the porder. In s shoari
time on* ‘can intermingle with such a group and {or a little compenzee
tion. find sufficlent reliable people to carry on border operations:

o vlﬁgu 1ly any scale.

7. Ae mentioned in one of our raw intelligence reports, it has
7 our attention that o great uany of the Volkspolizel in the
Zone are Sudeten<-Germans or othei so-called German DP's who ‘
>figees from Siiesia or Czechoslovakia Host of the men expelled
izh areas have been unable to find mnploxlnnt, are generally
F0orn by thelir nelighbors and by the loc:l inh&bitants of tha are:zs
whers they are forced te reside and have no other altfrnative.ln oircer
( ' a living and support thelr familiesg but to joim a police or-
lon. The pay is attractive and they get the hlghnst'raﬁion
assible In the Soviet Zone¢ In reality, however, most of these
piltber antieComnunists marking time snd hoping some day soil
Communists will be dcieaCZG and they can return to thelr
the
b

SN INTA
Cone

DX gy & gy Ao
[ \_,a"-f-_\’t

i5. In desling with scwe of Sudeten~Gernans, it came o

tention that they are considersbly homogensous and hold togelther

so0lldly #s a group. They have asg yet not committed any open

violence or sabotage but we believe thst when the opporiunii
itself that the group will be capable of falirly strong organ-
istance,
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b ASE: jldﬂd the undersigned covered various areas
zlong the Yorder, we b¥Came aware of two sorts of activity that nmay

have Stateside interest. Ths first is that virtuvally ell intelligence
units such as CIC, 1IS, ONI, RUSTY, 2nd so forth, are engaged in under-
cover inrntlnvsﬁco zathering in the Soviet Zone through horder crossers.
In our occasional visits to CIC and IS in Coburg and Hof, the upshot
of many of the discussions consisted of an exuberant =gent telling us
about his latest chaln going into the Zone and the successes he' had
been having with it. %We have on a few oeccasiong seen file material
Justifying this, A% Bayreuth ve came across a German =gent running a
chain into the Soviet Zone having as member of the chain an engineer
and conductor who nak= fregquen® irips tov Russia with a rallroad briyddc
We agsumed this ©o Le a RUSTY operstion. whlle sitting in the mess

hell of the Hof Sub~Post for luncheon with the chief of the CIC Detach=
ment recentiy, he pointed out that more than half of the luncheon
gvﬁrto were lntelligence operatives of some sorit. He even indicated
thiat the British and french were copersting aleong our border aress,

Arother matiter which came to ou? atitention occurred at the
crossing points. A check of the official register, coupled
few days observatlon, showed that Fairly large number of
bzg¢n@»31®u -~ primearily ]La'lan ff“dgn Duucn, and a springs
Apericans -~ regularly cross h@ border at varioue points to
ut business transactions., st of thu@ men dealt with Tech-
n Kerlshorst. Two Americans representing an alreraft plant
in the Stvates,; were driving through to Foland to ftry %o arrange a
contract for the sale of small aircraft engine parts to the Poles.
Je observed en Itallan businescman going throuv‘ o contrasct for the
CENED Df ofalce mechinery built in the Soviet Zone and we also talked
with s few French business people on their way to conclude a business
deal wi?” the Soviets. I do not know tp what extent some of these
e n have been contscted for intelligence purposes. However,; all pass=
ports bore a military entry permit Jﬁqu@d Dby an Anerican Con suilate
wnd if they have not aLr@"dy been contacted by some intelligence
wwan-yg it 1is °nf11FlV possible that some of these businessmen naking
a~u10r trips could be of use from a long range standpoint.
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-80 The general cszliber of informesnt or agent that can be pro-

#d 1in the areras where we have been operating are of a low level and
l@ this may be satﬂgfactory for the CIC or WIS type of operatilon,
do not believe it is worthwhile or practical for this organization
o MQLALJin an f~xtra base to desl with thls type of Individual. It is
alSO my opinion that should a condition arise foreing our berlin oper-
ations To evacuate to the. zZone, 1t would be possible within a month to
st up a suf fficient number of secure courler.  routes and erossing points
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in order c¢o carry ocut the Pastime plan. If we were to continue opera-
tions at the Bamberg Base, it would raqulrn at least two more case of«
ffc@r° becsuse contncts along th“ border arerz consume considerable
travel and a great deal of waiting. fost of cur contscts were made
during the afternoon or at night and very often we did not retur:n to
Baubery befor 10 or 11 p.wm. The roads are extremely bad in the border
a where contacts are made. It was only bscanse the roads vwere

l

Tozen dn?iqr the winter that they were pascsable, On a recent trip to
the border, the yroads thawed cut to suech an extent that they were
deceply rutted and so muddy thet they were impassable.

9. In w.ew of the above, I COQSLdﬁl it advisable %o close out the
Bamberg Sub-Base, but before doing so will make arrangements to keep
two or three of the bstter sources and maxe sleepers out of the re-

aalnder, Also hefore c¢losing, we will stage a trial operation involve
ing the Lran511ttai of = dummy intelligenge pouch throneh ~ne of our
pedtter contacts and agents controlled by This

will be =~cgomplished Lefore 1 Aprll at Wnich time the Base Till be
completely clozed ont in accordance with verbal Iastructions by CO09,
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