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(2) Davis, Gene 
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(11) Thomas, Alma VM70l 

ZlElE1_Q5EE_§_§lZS QQEE 
yQ§Q¢$L§)“Lh3g_i9ss $30,000 
04 x 12 

Eliihmfihlihfl 7°'°°° 
88 5/8 x 84 1/8 circa 1964 

355555 - 1967 7,500 
96 x 54 

Untitlegi 1958-s9 1,000 §I";*§§ @,(,,,,,;%5,501»11) 
252213 circa 1959 10,000 
74 x 71 

£s2£s£_§5i§ l8'°°° 
72 x 72 circa 1960 

Hggigleé, circa 1959 15,000 
101 X 

EE£iEl£Q1 1959 l4'°°° 
102 1/4 x 96 (@¢~%) 
ggiigleg, circa 1960 12,000 
91 3/4 x a1 3/4(§mwu¢ifi%b) 
QEEQKE 4'50° 
64 X64 

§a£§_§ef1eE£igQ 1972 14,000 
60 x 60
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W Andrea Epstein Untitled 48 X 60 Oil 1989 1000 

' H°“a‘d Mehring Unt;-Alp->r;r€>\;1edf0FT|g¢a?|e\arse'202;]/'01/‘29€)8679%5(0:ty1ic 
195? $3500 

/ Norman Bluhm Passing VM 45 X 58 Oil 1958 3500 
Waterfall

1 
\/Norman Bluhm French 75 v1~1 61 x 3,0’ Oil 1960 7500 

/-Andrea Epstein Untitled 48 X 60 Oil 1989 1000 

Facilities Management Group is providing support to the Fine Arts 
Commission (FAC) as arrangements are made to return two loaned paintings, 
recalled by the Melzac estate, and acceptance of replacements which will 
be gifted to the Agency. On 5 September, PAC members were transported to 
a storage facility in Romney, West Virginia where they selected five 
canvases, one by Howard Mehring and two each by Norman Bluhm and Andrea 
Epstein. These paintings will join four currently loaned works as gifts 
from-the Melzac estate. Two loaned paintings by Alma Thomas are being 
returned according to request. _Up0n receipt, existing painting are 
expected to be rearranged and hung along with the new arrivals throughout 
public areas of the Original and the New Headquarters Buildings. 
Transportation, hanging and insurance of the paintings, will be managed 
by Space Management Division. 
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Downing, Thomas 

Downing, Thomas 

Mehring, Howard 

Mehring, Howard 

Thomas, Alma 

Thomas, Alma 

Number 

VM4S 

VM5l0 

VM45l 

VM299 

VMB 

VM 

£i£ls;_B2£s_§_§££s 

E2l§_ll_;_l2E§ 
40 x 11a 1/2 

EEQQEL (Parallelogram) 
&fii“$%3-x ¥9—§%%— 1965 
|4{¥' M 0%“ 

Hniiilsé; 1958 
28 x 28 

Untitled 
36 x 50 

For Vincent 1976 
25 x 49 

Ei2Q_B22sins_Ei£h_§2£i22 Flowers 50 x 48 1969 
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Lefif to NMAA 
Bequest of Painter’spWidow Gives 

Museum Freedom to Sell Works . 

_ 

From staff reports -I 

The late Florence Coulson Davis, widow of Washing- 
ton Color School painter Gene Davis, has left theirhouse 
and the bulk of his paintings to the Smithsonian's Nation-T 
al Museum of American Art, according to museum Di- 
rector Elizabeth Broun. - 

“She showed extraordinary generosity, and we're 
very grateful for the confidence she showed in the Na- 
tional Museum of American Art," Broun said yesterday.‘ 
The museum is expected to release a statement an- 
nouncing the bequest today. - 

The bequest reportedly includes paintings, drawings 
and prints, as well as the Davis residence at 4-120 Harri- 
son St. NW, with studio, climate-controlled storage 
space and archival materials. 
By the terms of the will, Broun said, the museum will 

be able to select from the works to make up a major 
Gene Davis collection. The will gives the museum the 
freedom to sell or otherwise place his works, and with‘ 
the proceeds to establish a Gene Davis Memorial Fund 
for research, care and maintenance of his work and of_ 
20th-century art in general. - 

“We will see what additional works of his should be in‘ 
our museum," Broun said, “and then look at a plan as to 
how to place the rest.” _ 

By Broun's understanding. Davis also left $100,000 to 
the Corcoran Gallery of Art to establish a Gene Davis‘ 
Memorial Scholarship, and expressed a desire that the 

V See DAVIS, C2. Col 4 . 
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NationalGalleryofArt,thePhillipsCollectionandanother 
museumortwomdireceiveamajorpainting.Allother 
woritsandassetsgototheNMAA._ - - - 

The source said that Florence Davis's wish was to honor 
themernoryofherhusbandandtokeepthecollectionin 
Washington,hisnativecity.Thesourcealsosaidtl'iatsl1e 
discussedwith museum officialstheestablishmentofastudy 
center. Speculation is that the Washington residence could 
housethestiidycenterfortliepromotionofconteinpor-ary 
arr‘ 2 

5. " 
. 

-.- 

_"We haven't madea determination"on the house, Broun 
said.“Myconoem right nowissecurity. It's important that 
wesecuneitfirstandthencorneupwithaplan.” 

Tliesarceiiidicatedthattlieestatecmitaiiuhimdredsd 
worksofartproducedbytheartistoveralmostwyears. 
Manycanvasesremaininstorage,but,bypreviousarrange- 
ment,_somewillbeshowninAprilattheKornblattGallery, 
Washington, and the Charla Cowles Gallery, New York. 
Gene Davis, who earned national attention with his 

stripedpaintings,diedotaheartattad:in1985.Altl1oughhe 
wasmoredoselyassociatedwiththeCorcoranGalleryof 
Art.itwastheNMAAthathonoredDavisin1987witlia 
large-s<2leniemorialexhibition.FlorenceDavis,asupporter 
0ftheartsanduritilr'etirernentanexecutiveolRiggsBank, 
diedofcancerDec.28. -

V 

GeneDavismmedaninternationalreputationwithhisin- 
dusioninniaioreichibitionsaiidmanymuseumsoloshows. 
Hisworkmwbelcngst0tbe.TateGalla'y,tlieWhimey, 

' ' ‘ ‘ ‘-' - -- - . ._;--..

l

l 

'l‘heDavlsu’bomehNonh1vesti§a|bhgtom 

Gu@enheiznandMetmpolitannmseimis.theWallzerArt 
Center, 
mnyothers.

' 

AsatudierattheCorcoranSdioolandAmsicanUni- 
vex-sity,Davisservedasnieritorforinanyaspiringartists. 
lfswidowfsbequestcmildaisnetbatsudaltsaflre 
seard1erswillliaveaccessirithermisemn'sardiivestotbe 

filesaniisbdeinveatoriesttntwaennmtamcdovethe 
years. 

GeneDavis'sownwordsseerncdtoforeshadowthebe- 
-"lbelievearthasmmethingtodowithdafl1.Kpec> 

die,ldoubtwe'dhaveamuchgratart....I’m 
theunconsciousrnotivati<nioralotofart—to 
Toleaveaomet1iirigc£yuurselfbdi'nd.' 
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