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1. On the basis of available information, Beadjuarters feels that ASTROMSKI
is, at best, an opportunist; at the very warst, it is possible that he might be - !

EG@-2758

probably wwittingly - an instmment of the RIS. Because of this it is

improbable that clearance to cooperste vith him would be granted, Therefore,

4t 1s recommended that any relations with ASTROMSEI be conducted with utmost

caution. This, however, does not preclule exploratory talks in an athempt to l_

dhoover as nearly as possible, the strength of the BR. B ;

2. Hesdquarters discussions also reflect wmfavorably on the principle of . i

EUBARKY attempting to ‘é-“_: two rival political factions to coopsrate. ook

Therefore, should future uxploration of the ASTRONSKI group roveal that the 1

above mentinned doubts are wfomded and should it also be discovered that
Apis cronias o iaklooing agent-candidate reservoir, 1t 1s then suggested

that, the BOR be treated ss a completely separate operation functioning vith i
. upnnio swport, training facilitiss, ete.: : |
3. Attached 1a T ] analysis of the reports culmitted bty ASTROMSKL. :
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1. Aldthough it is-ealized that the following questions have Loen copsidered :'_ .
by the fiald, theyare expressed hers as indicating this Case Officer's  oi.. S
=X reflections. T following is, therefore, submi‘ted for your wwwmmd T
R b .

mmr&;éﬁgutimsxﬂormtsmnyvuhto
; _ or supW&o wsky :
i 2. ps3ible Reagns fo 5 Refuead v !
. 7 ©'y - f
h ASTRONSKI claims that "the British
vere interesté’ rely in the procurement of milifary intelligence®, but at
the same time - :—~ng that "the British did not seem interested in operations ,
into the B - -if interested, were unable to do anything about it", Inassmch | o .
as ASTROWSEY: .. . 77ed assets (and BIS must also have been 20 ‘informed) present
eaxtonsive {1017 7onco gathering potentialitiss, it does w0t appear plausible
that the BIS s-old have neglected to exploit the BCR mless:
e a. mmmtmmm,ma»mmt&&gdumm

largely o:coapletely upfomdad, o
b. Had deided that ASTROMSKI has been miminformed or deliberately misled

t0 believethat such contacts exist, &

. ..

c. Had usovered that the assets are RIS monitored or are RIS

4

fabricetons or provocations, «ff
d. Fac ilscovered that although ASTROISKI's assets may be existent,

e s g e e

his a-gnization, the BR, is unable to undertake such missions into
'-"@5’\'0!' that his organisation is {nsecure for such penstration missioms, o .1

NS
i ' e. TE2-(and this is rather unlikedy) it IsJ)s.a actually umable ar
I ward11ff 1o meet ASTROWSKI's demands. Regardless of what ASTROMSKI's

w
de=n>3s o the BIS may have been, political A/fimncial, it appears more
DrOCE-" ghat the BIS would have attempted, mest-emeousdw, to exploit
by
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\/August visit, decided to throw dis "the wind, and, therefore, claimed

 SEGET
@ . Seturity Information @

-2 -

3. According to the minutes which were submitted to Headquarters covering

the conference held between [ o s 1 and SIS, it .
appears that SIS is willing to allow KUBARK to procure.agent éandidates

vho are members o2 ASTROWSKI's group located in the United Kingdom. .It

appears to the unders:lgz.zed that SIS n:l.gh.t possai 1 request, once any operations
xm ere lawnched, all operational -intelligence information obtained or Tequesteyl

to be cocrdinators of any such penetration undertakings. The above, then, w ot
resultadeh-t SIS ga!.u{)f\ull benefit of KUBARK succenses without having to

upend their funds or Tesources. This, by the same token, affords SIS an

opportuni..tw evaluste the B(R as to its cleanlinesc of RIS implicatdcns
and sis for determining their futwre operational interests vith this
emigre group. ;
4. The report written by ASTROWSKI in Angust (Ret B, Attachment C, Page 2) z
montions the improbsbility that RADKEVIGH "has helped many Bysloruseian ‘
pertissns to get jobw in the militia or the secret police". The above l i
statenent, hovever, s refuted by Lt. Col, ZAREGHNYI in his repart to = |
ASTROWSKI (Ref C, Attactment B, Page 2, report titled Report on the Bvelorussian
Underground Movement) if wo assume that Gen. R. 16 one and the same RADKEVICH
mertioned by ASTROMSKI, In this latter report it is claimed that a Gem. B. smd |
bis Facle OK...... directly aided Byelorussian partisans in acquiring "legal .
existence and responsible positions", Noting that the latter ZAREGHNYI repaft
¢laims many more assets thad is found in Ref B ( submitted to [ i |
in September 1952) the undereigued forwards the following as possibtles gt
ma. ASTRORSEI, fearing KUBARE was not particularly impressed by his
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tinditdes. . b, ASTROWSKI, believing KUEARK to be in
) 4 I 4

desperate need for sgent candiGates, decided to present potentialities which.
he teiieved KUBARK could not overlook. ﬂn 9. ASTROWEKY, finding himgele

S——

in degx;erate need for funds or political prestige, decided upon this course

of action as & last resort position, ”

4. RIS vis-a-vig ASTROWSKI's Aljered égge&g\—-——'—_-
It is noticed that ASTROWSKI's claims concerning his contacts (regardlese,

of vhether these are in Paolind or Byelorussia) offer the following as doubtful:
8. That an inportant personality such xxf as Gen. R. would have remained
uncovered in his role as a defector, or that Gen, R, would have surviwed
the many investigations conducted by Security Forces prior to his
obtaining a ministerial appointment. (If this Gen. R. is RADEKEVICH

W'RAMIEOZ‘, then it becomss almost impossible to assign any credence

) ANichly impaobable
to ASTROWSKI's claims A It is M&h that RADKEVICH,
NEVD-trained, appoitted by Moscow ss Chief of a position
]

he h:;mce 1944, alleged to be in direct comtact with BERIA, and
reportedly being more highly trusted than Marshall R VSKI{~could be
sympathetic to sny partisan forcesi.)

b. If Gen. R, is someone else .tha.n RADKEVICH, it is nevertheless unlikely
that he is allowed to conduct or support partisans unless the RIS is [
monitoring Gen, R, in his clandestine role on the assumption that
considersbly more can be gained by monitoring tactics than by completely
annihilating &,msietance movement, It is also possible that the RIS
is sponsoring Gen, R, in his clandestine activity which thg_n_x;gsl_n_t_g_.,_

in effect, @ the resistance movement is an wwitting ergan of the RIS
SE°OET o

ot
Secum) “rmation




et A A

e s e 31

- araAnRET . ]
. SECher . @ -
Security Information Coy
- 4 -
¢, That Soviet Security organs, possibly mmaware of Gen. Rfs. role in
r partiean affairs, are probably mxgam cognizant, by this time, of his
appointing individuls of knovn mrelisbility to responsible positions, oed
AW pbetly fellmnmniy (L Tees By S0 fad futaaes P
5. Analysis of ASTRONSKI's Alleged Assetg
In screening the reports submitted to AIS by ASTROWSKI, the undersigned
observes the following: v
a. ASTROWSKI's description of the commmnication system, by which be
oltained knowledge &f partisan ac_tiv:_i.ties, appears to be rather poorly
adrinistered. That premise being trus, then 1ittle doubt remains that -
the RIS is completely aware of the pa.r_’tisans' identities, the gr:'mpa'
locations, their activities, and their plans. :
b. In that ASTROWSKI is claiming an wnusually large amount of assets i -
behind the Iron Curtain; this tends to indicate fabrication and/or .

provocation,

[

c. In listing his assets, ASTROWSKI contradicts basic assumptions as

/‘ fm internal Soviet policiag, By stating that numarous former
Byelorussian partisans are presently employed within State Secwrity
Services, ASTROWSKI is attempting to have AIS believe that no RIS or
UB socurity checks and clearances are conducted on the applicants.
As the security =x force:“:re largely ﬁ%m nembe;rs, ASTR(W SKT,
by inference, is further claiming that/SRe have succeeded in joining the
CP, In ad@itionkﬂimwsn claims that \_:ti:\e second, though less powerful,
underground group is composed mainly of people deported from Byelorussia
between 1944 and 1946, but &p. ;nation So=ferwxrem as to how these

deported people returned to the BSSR., It appears that ASTROWSKI infers )
oer i Y t

SEGHET ¢
Security Information W’J/




ne e A LN

(I Securlty Information -
. 5.

{ that little control is excercized over departees, but all information
(e De—— AN

~

s s e

restz-o.ining‘peoplei f‘m returning to their former place of m.
In conclusion, ASTRONSKI's claims indicate that these assets are known.

j lmown to the undersigned indicates,strong measures mm.m
y

to his secrot operations section, but he admits that there has been no
contact, other than written, since the spring of 1948, In_Lh_e__}g,._

’éfp' -analyoip, therefore, there 1s no definite proof that these assets still
exist, or, if existent, remain free from RIS control,

d. ASTROWSKI's eagerness to combine the B(R "in all operational phases”

with the CAMBISTA 1 organization vresents the following as possible: Being

denied by t}:e BIS the definite prestige of possessing a functioning -
clandestine network, ASTROWSKI, attempting to arganize his own political
unit, has q':}';roached the AIS for purely political expediency. It would
be more likely, should ASTROWSKI possess such contacts in - to insist

that AIS cease opsraticnal contacts with CAMBISTA 1, thersby denying CAMBISTA

1 the benefits oft.such penetrations. Furthermore, by agreeing to cooperate

with CAMBISTA 1 in clandestine operations, ASTROWSKI would be denying himself
the inherent propaganda value in having his organization being the sole emigre
group successfully operating for the liberation of the Byelorussian people.

e. Yet another aspect worth considering is that according to CAMBISTA 10,
ASTRONSKI did not reorganize the BCR umbil 1948; this,then, tends to
indicete that any information known concerning resistance within the BSSR

would be known to the Headquarters personnel in the BNR., ASTROWSKI reports,

however, that no information was received by him, except by mail, since the
spring of 1948, This, therefors, indicates that "Captain ¥xit Vasily S

returnasEﬁEm.to the spring of 1948, and similkaneously,prior to ASTRIWS
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forming the BCR. It, therefore, becomes doubtfnl that the information

 trought back by Captain Vasily S. would not have becoms known among the
BMR leadership, nor does it seem likely that the BMR would not have been
knwlgdgeablo of Captain Vasily 5K S's nission. Had the BIR been svare
of thisf Captain, bis mvaﬂd@nwma prominently
than it has to date. It is difficult to reconcile that the BCR and 7
Vasily S's information arose concurrently “vithmrt the BNR ever strongyy ¢
considering ASTRONSKI as being anything but an opportunist.

6. CAMBISTA 1°p

The wndersigned also questions that CAMBISTA 1 cannot act in any other
marner than by cooperating with XUEARE. To dape, all correspondence indicates

that CAMBISTA 1 is strongly opposed to the BR and that it has considerable

doubte as to ASTROWSKI's genuiness. It is quite possible that CAMBISTA 1 v)"q( )

7

would prefer severing any operational contact with KUBARK rather

endangering themselves, or their agents, to vha 1)believes "may be

a Soviet controlled organization®. CAMEISTA 1, s appears to have :
definite and powerful motivation in its aims and anbitions. Therefors, it ‘
does not seem likely that CAMBISTA 1 would compromise to willingly collaborate

with the BCR whom they consider an opportunist organization, There also seems

to be some doubts that the financia) backing ihat is supplied by KUBARK is so

great tha*AHBISTL 1 could not possibly refuse KUBARK merger proposals., The
possibility always remains that CAMBISTA 1 would attempt to find support far

its activities elsewhere.. In any case, whether it agreed to collaborate with

the BCR or not, KUBARE-CAMBISTA relations would certainly become more strained.

Should KUBARK insist and realize success in establishing this proposed
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wﬁabomtion,mleahgeofmhﬂ&ﬂmamgtbedmﬁmﬁ-
'large might result in sericus complications with other emigre groups.

W

%
?r LI
= P
v z

&
¢
- ‘,(4'-’) - ‘

. <,

g,

a

SECRET
Security Information

a5

By




