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Report on AntonovicheZarechnyi and the
so-called Belorussian Liberation Movement

This undertaking cammot actually be called a movement, since no new ideas
or conception entered into its founding, It would more properly be called a
?diversion®, with which Agtrovski is trying to bwreak up the ranks of the BHR,
Since Astrovskl is a master of intrigue, he has had some success with his di-
version in the past five years,

A tendency toward stagnatlon can be noted in all the emigrant groups,
and more so among the Belorussians, since they are the poorsst materially.
And when thore is some kind of action it 18, for perfectly understandable
reasons, kept dark, But action is taken openly around “Lt. Col." Antomovich
Zarechnyi, proclamations are lssued, military units are organized, officexs
schools are opensd, anxd so forth. Of course intelligent and politically in-
formed persons are scornful of this kiid of thing, but the masses, and particu-
larly ths youth, are attracted.

Zarechnyi's personality: is rather dark and enigmatic. Despite all of my
efforts, I have not been able to find out anything about his past. No one -
among the former officers of the former Belorusalan army knows him or has even
heayd of him; His real nme is not known, Antonovich and Zarechnyi being pseundo-
nyns. I assume that he was a Soviet officer, if he was an officer at all,
because this is evident from his proclamations ind orders, They are written in
bolshevik style and with marked Russisms., Zarechnyi's style is not very literate,
and he makes grammatic as well as stylistic errors.

[~ rostscript: July 24, 1952. I have lately received'a repert on Zarechnyis
His real name is Lyubovlik Golubovich, He comes from Sovist
Belorussia. He has studied law. Officer and judge in the
A ) NEVD, He was in the Vlasov movement during the war and
collehorated with the S.8,

These two institutions, the XKVD and S5, do not call for o E
furtker comment. j .

I first encountered Zarechnyi's astivities in Hovember of last year, shen
Bortnik showed me a circular that he had been sent. The circular, which was
umsigned, vas an appeal to Bglorussimns to unite in the struggle for independance,
I thought thet it had been authored by that graphomanisc Fopko, but later, when I
I saw other material that had been signed by Zarechnyi, I believed that he must

‘have uritten the first as well.

Zarsohnyl's first public appsarance took place March 9, 1952, in Manchester, &
England, vhere a conference of former Selorussian servicemen had been called. -
There wers 75 peopls at the conference, including women and children., The sumaons
to thls conference had been signod: Maj. L. A. Zarechnyi, when hs had been in
England befors, he had called himself Antonovich, I managed to obtain the
protocol of that meeting and I have talked to soms of the people who attended it.
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JAme of the conference was taken up by Zarschnyl and his n-.l.onda

_JSranchik and Ragulya, threstening to have them shot in the Mm

—v they were selling out the Belorussians to the Americans, Zarechnyi
then said that he was working with the English staff and counter-intelligemce
and that they had promised him every help; he then invited all of those present
to join the ranks of the military organisation under the nsmme of the Belorussian
Liberation movement (3VE). At the closa he sald that this orgamizstion would be .
politically subordinste to the Belorussian Central Council (B 73 R), with

- Agtrovski at the head, Oply 15 persons signed up.

On uazch 25 Aistrovski issued s decrse making Zarechnyi a lieutensnt
eolonsl. ﬁ. the same time 5 captains, 3 senior lieutensnts, and L lieutenants
vere creatsd.

on April 3rd the staff was organiued. It consisted of L. N, Zarechnyi,
Chiaf of Staff; Ch. Sen'ko, assistant to the chisf of staff for the military
arganisation section; B. Sushko, assistant to the chief of staff for the :
oparational section; B. Ryibak, political and propaganda unit; Eastyukevich,
Bikanorov, Veayaliowski, Gryib, and Dub were consultants on staff sections.
Bight BVR groups were organuad in England, - -

Structure of the BYR staff:

1. There is a staff reprosemtative in each state (up to now, that means only
. England).

2. Sections-10 groups. . o,
3. Groups-three to five persons (no more).

A maried characteristic of this organization is the practice of using . 5
-secret informers to Spy on one ansther. Thus, point 15 of @ Staff Order issusd .
May 18th of thia year reads; "The section chief will remain informed of the - .
political visws of his subordinates by way of bis agents and ks w211 report his - v
findings to the suthorised staff deputy. Anyons who has relations with inimical
olements or who vorks with other agencies against the BVE is considersd politi-
ocally unreljable.® It 1s worth noting that "inimical elements™ up to now have
“haan Ahnnchik, Ragulya, and others who have collaborated with the Alericans.

I am informed on matiers rnlating to headquarters, because I have two
people thare who report to me. -

In Englapd there is an officers' training course which 13 held two svenings
a week., The gourse 18 on a very low level, of course, but its attraction keeps -

1t. going.

The attraction that Zarechpyl's organiution holds f‘or young people is
undsratandable, but it is harder to understand why he bas the support of the
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P 3 sra 13 the tonowing gvidence that Zarechnyi does have SomM6 cOne . . . '
¥ «aong the Bnglishs . .
e 1. He hinself boasts about :lt.
s TSl 2. When ne was in England and had to go from Manchester to Bradford, tha

English police let him have a car,

3, His address: Zarecsny, ¢/o Mr. Beck (22a), Iang;enfeld Rd.
Mr. Beck is rnmredto belnihg

. . Furthmore, thoro are the not inconsiderable axpanditures of the organmi- .
N o sation and of 7arechnyi himself, Astrovski's trip from Argentina to Burape, ;
SRR i the publishing of a paper, and the 1ike, whose source has Dot been made clear. b
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One other characterigtic episods occurreds In the middle of June, Bortnik, Ca '
as the president of the Belorussiam National Committee in Germany, received a - !
lstter from the AVN (Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations) requesting either the .

Lo appointment of a delorusaian delegate to the AVN (to take the place of : \
* B Dr. Starkevich, who left the AVN shortly after the arrest of Mina 3.) or that '
T he refuse to partioipate, The lotter spacified a very short period as the time
. for which an answer would be awaited. This seemed rather suspicious, but it
Lk was eleared up within a few days. Zarechnyi was in nun:lch, trying to get his
" . .. organization accepted imto the AVN. I think the Pnglish,’who have done favors
. . i *  for the AVN, may have recarmended Zarechnyi to the AVN administration. This
) could account for the brief time allowad for Zortaik to rep.'LY.

R On June 18 zarechnyl vas at Don Levine's and asked the latter to be .. L '
. H allowed to participate in the Starnberg confarance. Don Levine did not sgres '

to this, and his seoretary obsolutely refused to allow Zavechnyd to attend the ' X
conferenca, .

W ke D o 7h

rho willingneas of the BEnglish to work with such mple as utrdnki and

Zarechnyi may ba dus to the fact that no one from tha has approached the-
English to establish comnection with them. I do know that Abramchik was
opposed to a double play with the British and the /Americans, but an empty
spzes has baen left which Zptrovski and Zarechm are now trying to f£ill.
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