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MEMORANDUM FOR: | Director of Gentral lntelligem{cj‘ S

THROUGH : | Deputy Director for Plansj:'
SUBJECT : [Options in Chilean Presidentizl Election
... During the Congressional Run-Oif Phase

/

1. On 25 March the 40 Committee endorsed a proposal for
or political action designed to reduce the threat of a presi-
dential victory by Salvacor Allende, candidate for the Popular Unizy
(UP - a coalition of Communists, Socialists and other leftists). On
27 June the Committee arproved Ambassador Kbrry's‘;request for an
additional Sfor anti-Allende activities, but defefred action on
the Ambassador's proposal for influencing the congressional vote

. should the election go to the Congress. (b)(3)

Z.EI'he zttached memorandumi,ibased on the assumption that
-po candidate will win a majority of the popular vote, provides the

" Committee with a series of options which, if implemented, could

influence the outcome of the election of'a president by the Chilean
Congress on 24 October. It is recommended that you adopt the .
following positions with regard to the options and issues raised in

' the paper in connection with the electoral situations listed~bqlo':v:g

T N T
LR N T TR P P

!

Alessandri in first place over Allende by more than

. 100, 000 votes, . wZ

. " .In this situation the propaganda campaign should con<
tinue in order to maintain pressure on the Congress to '

"elect Alessandri. propaganda mecha- ' (b)(1)
nisms should be used exclusivelyl /. - “

"Alessandri over Allende b‘y less than 100, 000 votes:—

_In this case the election of A:lessa.ndri is less certain

and the U.S, Government's effort should include a propa-
om.wsau, ganda campaign in tandem with limited political hctigx_:? : O
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La:'axr‘st nersvadamc congressmen in an attemnt tO Obtd.lll

their vote for Alesszndri., As m e carlier si uancm.
these actnzt:cs should be coaductcd tm. ough

excluszvel) . ! .-
4

‘Allcnde over Alessardri by any number of votes. /

T

No action should be taken in this situation because of
the increased risk of exposure caused by a more hostile
environment that would be -created by the UP followers.
On this point, our COS has stated, "If Allende emerges
first, even by a small margin, UP forces rallying to his
support may soon prove to be overpowe_rmgﬂ

H Alessandri has stated -
publicly that he would accept the presidency only if he
received a plurality in the electicns. In this situation
most of the Radicals and many Chnst’an Democgrats could
be expected to vote for Allende.,m a congressional run-off,

['—I‘—};us, even if action is taken des.mte the risks, such action
probably would not prevent Allende from bemg chosen by

the Congres_s_u

remeranp

Allende over Tomic by any nu.niber of votes,

‘As in the situation above; . t.here would be mcreased‘
risk of exposure caused By a more hostile environment,
but there would be a greater chance for success because
of the large PDC vot:.ng bloc in Congress. In this situation,

‘ 'the Ales sandri
supporters in Congress urged to vote for Tomx_c_.]

3..;" Furthermore, it is recoxm'nended t.ha.t the COS be authorized

to contact as soon as possible after the elections on 4-Septem-
ber in order to implement and/or plan whatever progra.ms are author-
AN e S SRR ized.7 e et e e e -~ et wrf G e e 8 ete, et se o = .
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4.7 L the Co mmittee decides in favor of a propacanda effort,
it is estimatcd that would be reguired; if in favor of
lirnited politiczl action, wevld be recuired; and if in favor
ol broad political action, would be required,

5. L\"h;le a prcl ifminary discussion on some aspects of this
paper to the 40 Committee was held with Mr. Charles A, Meyer,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs, the paper only hes
been discussed extensively with Mr. Viron P; Vaky, Senior Staff
Member of the National Sccurity Counczl /
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LDeputy Director for Plans Kew ), Date

—~ : . A

Executive Director-Comptroller . . Date .
bt . “,

Relea.s; of the ‘attached proposa.l to -

the members of the 40 Committee
~ is authorized:

,'Du-ector of Cent.al Intellxgcnce ~
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