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* WINE, WOMEN AND MONEY

. Michel Olinn is a pal of celebrities. a bonanza for bartenders and
B.wirls. and a man acho acill handle an internoational movie deal or a
trade of forty tanks with equal nonchalance. provided the price is right.
His activigies in the past. howerver, haee not aliways been so respectable

BY MICHAEL STERN
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the Failio ol Artre Toscanini, Pranier Meide De Gus-
peri and Feodor Chaliapin: Orson Welles who visited Olian
for dinncr one night and stayed for a ycar. and countless
stars and producers from the cinema world whose sympa-
thies are stired beciuse poor Olian. having oo much of
his wealth ticd up in cash. finds himsell in an unhealthy
financial condition. Each of these biceding hearts is armed
with a script guaranteed o cure the rare ailment.

Like most gotrich-quick multimillionaircs, Olian runs
the gamut batween overwhelming generosity and penny-
pinching tightness, When he wished o Jiberate himself
from a [ricadship with Assia Noris. a blonde movie actress
whose real ability does not come through on the sareen. he
put up $270.00K for a movie production designed to prop
her sagging carcer. He gave the money with a single condi.
tion—the picture was to be shot in Egypt.

on another oceasion hie ok Maria Montez to lunch at

the Cisterna Restaurant, a colorful leftbank spot in

Rome’s Transtevere During the meal he pulled a scuffed
leather change purne of the kind used by Russian peasants
from his pocket, opened it and pulled nut a fabulous col-
lection of diamonds valued at one million dollars. Among
them was the champagne-calored Cross of the South and a
20-arat diamond Napolcon had once given Josephine.
Maria coocd with delight. She lifted the Napoleonic dia-
mond. held it over k2 hnger and said. wenderly, that it was
now in a perlect setting. During the maneuver it slipped
from her fingers and Iell to the Hoor. For hall an hour the
apologetic restaurant proprictor and his waiters scarched
feverishly (or the $75.000 trinket. Finally anc of the waiters
found it at some distance from the table where it had evi-
denily been kicked. He returmed it to My, Olian who
- promptly handed him an 80-cent tip.

Tovarisch Olian is one of the lusticr livers of life and in
this he comoares favorably with such high-Jivers as ex-King
Farouk, Ali Khan and Errol Flyan. This is made samewhat
easier for him by his Jack of scruples. A heart actack slowed
hiin up, but only momentaiily. A leading cardiograph spe-
cialist, afier 2 careful examination of the paticnt. gave as
his considered opinion that Jlian. il he did not immediately
give up drinkiug. smoking, and the more vigorous type of
feminine companjonship. would not survive the ycar,
Olian took the diagnosis as a personai insult. He told
friend recently. “Do you know what I did when he told me
that? [ went out and smoked five packs of cigarcttes a day
and drank three botdes of champagne at a sitting.” Despitc
this nose-thumbing attitude. Olian does take certain pre-
cutions, Fricnds who spend the night with him arc taught
the facts about cardiac firse aid.

Oliag 'is a farrulous extrovert who is bappicst when sur-
rounded by people who will listen to him speak about his
_prowess as a financial manipulator. In spite of his loquacity
he manages t0 keep his real affairs sccret. He docsn't lie.

He merely mixes up the teuth. For example. should there -

be a discussion about trees, he may drop the information,
off-handedly. that he passesses a million acres of teak forest
in India, This is not fact. Yet it is not wholly Action because
he possesses 2 million acres in mangrove and savanna, but
they are located in the French Cameroons in Africa, not in
India.

Acquainances listening to his storics for the first time
suspect that hie is in 2 class with the show-off who wraps a
thousandlollur hill around a thick bankroll of one-dollar
notes. One of these was an American motion-picture pio-
ducer. long on ideas but short on csh. whe was hungrily
lnoking for a biaker. Olian, having imbibed (our boules of

wine and tyo of champagne at a meal av which the pro-
ducer was present, said airily, il somewhat thickly, that hed
be glad to put up a quarter of a million dnllars. The im-
pecunious producer, having heard his hiat conversationally
jugrle utterly funtastic sums, concluded that the man wis
a phony and haugitily brushed the offcr aside. Next morn
ing. Olian sent him 2 check to cover the prixluction crats,
This didat surprise the producer. What did send him inte
a state of shack was the fact thae the check was a ged one.

Oflian's irreverence {or truth is noticcable in his storie
about his amorous adventur-  ton. At dinner one night re -
cently he told some friends about a brief aflair that he had
with a lady I shall cll Countess Marina Pirza. wife of a
wealthy lalian industrialist. This surprisest the dinner
guests-—not for the brevity of the liaison, becise a Ewro
pean waman’s idea of romance is inclined to be rther
direct—but because she was young. beautiful and wealthy.
Her white-haired host did not compare favorably in Jooks.

“It was at the Lido in Venice last summer.” lie sid
dreamily. “When | tried to give her a fitting prosent she
brushed it aside and, instead, gave me a check for 100.000
Jire”

“MWhat did you do with the checki” one of the gueis
asked. :

“I cashed it, of course.” Olian replicd.

Just then another dinacr paity entered the restaurant,
paused at the Olian table to say hello to some of the diners,
Onc of the ncweomers was a remarkably beautiful woman |
about 30. As she walked toward her table Olian leaned
forward and remarked to the man on his right. "Now there
is a beautiful woman. Who is she:”

“That is the Countess Marina Pirza.” was the reply.

The answer didn't disturb Olian 2 bic, =1 fisul it very
difficult 10 sec with these glasses.™ he said calmly.

There is nothing in Olian’s appcarance that would mike
him stand out. He has the ncat, scrubbed appearance of
bank clerk. is of medium height and favors dark pinstripe
suits. He has round owlish eyes set in a pink face thar wums
purplish when he is angry. People who have done business
with him say that he autématically divi’. . all penplc intn
two classes: These who need hintand 1. e wham he necih,
With the former he @n get rather rough, with the iter
he is servile and compliant.

) Mudl ol his background is shrouded in mystery. Born

July 27. 1897, i Riga when it was still part of Russia.
he has described himsell variously as a Lithuanian, Rou-
manian. Latvian. and at one time or snotdier he has had
passports from laly, Russia. Lawvia and the League of
Natiuns and a natjonality status reulting (rom residence
in Gennany., France and Switzerland. One of the low hin.
of intormation he has confidded o friends is thae his father
was a high govermment official under Crar Nicholas and
that when the Bobsheviks came int power in 1919 the
family was foreed to fee. Yet there are official indications
to show that a few things are wrong with this sympathetic
portrit of a persceuted individual, apparently kicked from
onc nation’s dnorstep to another.

The Intemnational Police Bureaus fave a complete rec-
ord on him—all, that is. except the onc in faly where a
high member of the present government has lifted 1l
dossicr. The record contains an entry dated 1922 showing
that he was arrested and imprisonad in Riga for an oflense
connccted with a small exportand-import business. On -
this charge he was relcased in a 1500-ruble bond. No final
dispasition of the case is given. and with the USSR in it
present maod of international conperution, it is not likcly







that there will be one. In 1924 the Ruws-
sians pave him a passport. bearing num-
ber 1927, so that if he was “escaping” it
was certainly with the sanction of the
Bolshevik rulers. All this tends to show
that he was neither a Whitc Russian fee-
ing lrom the Balsheviks or 2 Red Russian
flecing from the termor of Uncle Joe's
political police. His departure from .nc
mather country appears to have been
hastened by a bhit of unplcasanuness he
had with 2 garden-variely loot patrol-
man for an infraction of the criminal
«nde. .

Today Olian is a recognized expert as
a dealer in foreign curvency. He carned
kis teputation the hard way. During his
briel yesidence in Berlin in the mid-
Tweniies he became a smalltime money
changer, but whether he operated out of
an office or out of a sidewalk suitcase
is not known. For about [ourteen months
hc worked in clase contact with the sliarp
clemenis of this hall-world of finance. but
post-war inflation was wo lunatic cven
for him. In describing chis cpisode 0
fricnds Olian adds characteristic color.
“l opened a private bank but it failed.”

His auitude toward the law is highly
individual. Where a aiminal statute re-
stricts his financial operations. he will
blithely ignore it and only sometimes do
the gendarmes know or are. For exam-
ple. soon alter he reached Paris, he hit
on a very profitable gimmick in the
mofiey busincas. The value of dollars,
marks, francs and pounds fluctuated cach
day and the changing values were sig-
naled 10 the Parisian Bourse by tele-
graph. Buause national boundarics were
crosied messages took anywhere [rom one
to four hours 10 go through. Being a
clear thinker, Olian reasoned that by set-
ting up his own nctwork of radio re-

ccivers and Uansmitters he wuld get the’

information through in a matter of min-
utes. With the prices on the money ex-
change being set by the telegraphic
adviscrs, Olian would be in the position
of a horsc player who knows the result
of 2 yace before he lays his bet. Assisted
by radio operator Jacques Parent, banker
Alfred Goldwasser, Nicholas Freuden-
stein, who describes himself as a journal-
ist, and Sam Dubrowitch, an old Russian
buddy, he got the scheme rolling and the
profiss poured in. There was one minor
defect in the scheme, however. It was
illegal. The suddch prosperity of these
genUemen brought them under suspicion
and pretty soon the gendarmes collared
the whole arowd with the excepion of
uld pal Sam Dubr ~vitch who took it on
the lam. Before he common criminal
coury of the Seine Olian was convicied
of violating the government radio-
tclegraph mongpoly laws and was sen-

wnted 1o one month imprisonment and

a 500-franc fine.

Olizn began his experiments in shift-
ing nationality during his Paris residence.
Bolshevik passports were not regarded
with great favor in France and Olian
renounced his Russian citizenship. In its
plate he secured a police residence per-

mit bue the French authoritics were not

o happy about their new guest and on
April 26, 1926, ordcred his cxpulsion
from France as an undesinable. Olian

managed to secure a chain of three-month

ions on the expulsion order until
February 21, 1933, when the order was
cancclled.

A French banker wold e, “Olian was
a man who took large risks, which marked
him as an unusual person in the moncy-
chauging husiness where brokers arc con-
went with a .05 cent  commission.
When the Sovicts were having trouble
buying equipment (rom our factories be-
cause they were short of forcign exchange
they paid in notes which Olian dis-
counted for as much as 25 percent. On

aper he made an cnormous profic. but
it was all worth zera il the Sovicts didn't
honor the notex. In his case the gamble
paid oft. The business of discounting
their notes petered out as the Soviet gov-
crament became more stable, Olian inok
all his moncy and risked it in a dcal
with it man named Gualini, and all of it
went down the drain” -

There is one business about which
Olian is duly reticent in his eonversation.
I the late dhirties he opened a real-estate
office which was alled the Societe Civile
Moabilicre, 1t was a liar setup
since the business that it did didn’t war-
rant the exp of its i ce
Neighbors and brokers wondgred what
business really did go on there, since Ol
isn was always away on long uirs. and his
absence gencrated a good deal of suspi-
cion dunng these unsettled days when
Hitler was setting up an efficient spy net-
work. During the war our 0.S.S. learned
that he was an. agent acting for enemy
interests. [t is not unusuzl to find such

ple working both sides of the fence.
nless a person takes up this hazardous
profession from matives of patriotism—
nobody ever accused Olian of this un-
profiable sentiment—he is apt o be a
double or riple agent.

Olian’s great fortune stems dircedy
from World War JI. It is entirely likely
that he would have achicved wealth in
time of peace, also, although not as much
or as fast, becausc he recognized carly
that the Horatio Alger hero who becomes
a success through hard work and honesty
is as out of place among intcrnational
finaglers as a virgin at a Polly Adler
soiree. The usual wartime success was one
who found himscll with raw material that
was suddenly vital and hard to get. or
the owner of factories or communica-
tion lines. What makes Olian's triumph
wmore remarkable is that he had none of
these. The French banker told me,
“When the war stanied. Olian left France
for Switzcrand with less than 10,000
francs in his packet. He succeeded with-
out capital and out of an office no bigger
¢han his hat”

Like many moncy-making schemes his
was extremely simple. The war had closed
alt normat avenues of trade. It had sud-
denly become a wreasonable act for 2
Frenchman to do business with a Ger-
man. Those who had business Interests
in Germuany or other Axis countries knew
that their property would be sequestered
and, most probably, lost to them forever.

¢ same went in reverse for the Ger-
mans. That's where Olian came in, He
lived in Switzerland, a country that en-
couraged {ricndly financial relations with
buth sides. Olian, a man without a coun-
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.Y, owing allegiauce to neither side,
didn’t give a damn as to the cventual
outcome of the conflicL

This is the way it worked. Say a Ger-
man had a million dollars worth of Gen-
eral Motors stock in a safety-depasit box
in a Berlin bank. These were sent on
0 Switzerland where Olian would con-

" vert them into cash. Or suppose a French.

man had a stock interest in a German
corporation. The stock was sent to
Switzerland and converted into cash. His
assistant handling the Axis lands was a
Russian named Grégoire Berdre. His as-
sistant in France was another Russian,
Alexander  Kronstein. Quite naturally
the way had been sinoothed Ly Olian in
advance. He regarded the recurn of
propertics to their rightful owners as no
morc than an act of simplc justice per-
formed on a global saale. Funds going
from west to cast and from cast to west
passed through his hands and, with
mcticulous bonesty, he deducted the pre-
armanged onc-third commission for him-

ful partics. Just how large a volume of
busiﬁam he Jid is hiddenrl'Elc!he notorious,
spyproo!{ number iccounts he kept in
Swiss banks. Onc Swisy official estimated
the gross at hall a Lillion dollary, but
he cirefully pointed out that the payoff
in both Germany and France must have
been  cnormous.  Techniaally, Olian
should have had a license to do this sort
of business in Switzerland. Less technicat
was the law which required him to pay
a tax on the business hie did. The result
was that the Burcou du Compensation,
csting an ¢ye over his visible dealings,
levied 2 $1,250,000 fine against him.
Much of the heat that the Swiss put on
Olian in an cflurt to collcct this sum
was chilled by a high governmeat of-
ficial who was eventually forced by the
resultant scandal to resign his position.

France was less charitable. After the
war, following an cxhaustive investiga-
tion, he was placed on trial in the
Deuxieme Chimbre Corvectionnelle of
the Paris Criminal Court, charged with
these activitia. He was convicead. In
scntencing him to a 2-ycar term of im-
prisonment, the judge said thae during
the Genman occupation Olian was a spe-
cialist in fraudulently transferring funds
from enanyoccupied  couatries  into
France. Convicted with him were his
two Russian assistants, Kronstein and
Beridge.

There were oter sources of income,
ton. During the carly days of the war
businessmen of all pations, suddenly cut
ofl from sources of raw material whick
were in the hands of their enemy,
sought to circumvent wartiine embarmoes.
Again Olian. working as a neuwral from
neutral Swiuerland, was able to place
a large volumie of orders in many coun-
trics, including the United States. This
lucrative practice was not cut off until
Amerian intclligence services caught up
with him and had his name placed on
the offcial blacklist.

A French banker who knows Olian
rathor well told me, “He bhad the repn-
tation of being very correct in his deal-
ings. Clicnts in my bank had occasion to
use his services. In the carly days ol ther

- scll and ransmitied the rest to the righe. |

-
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wir the 3wiss govermment sent several
billion dollars warth of liquid assets 1o
Canada as a precaution against an in-
vasinn of heir caurury by Germany. The
Canadiap governmem held these funds
as custodian for the Swiss, but put a
freese order on them for the duration
on the raund that much of these assets
belonged o enemy vationals. Olian was
able o unfrecze uch of these monies
for Bis wsual conpnission of 3314 per
cent”

Ofiage was [ortunaue in heing on gouod
terms wich Hinvler and Gaering, Ac
cording w the information gathered by
our O848, in Swierland, Goering used
Ofizt for many of the intermational
phases of his financial operations. For
Goering he opened one of the lamous
pumber accounts. This was the system
devised when spics of all natinns filled
Switzerland. to keep financial transac-
tions seeree It penmitted banks 0 give
pumbers .'mu:ul of names to the people
whn had accounts with them. The same
attorney, Fromberg, scrved as legal coun-
el for Olian and Gocring. According 10
vur Sute Department afier the war, when
Gocering's number eame up ot the Nurem-
berg wrials, his other number, in the
Swiss banks, passed nn to his agent.

Atthough Olian's name is twtally un-
known in the United States, this being
the Bt article to be printed about him,
it is entirely tikely that in the very near
future it will compare {avorably i« fame
with suchy prolessional wystery men as
Gearge  Dawson.  Rasil  Zaharel and
Aristote Socrates Onassis. for at this
writing the military attachés of scveral
fricnd) goverminents, the French Sureté,
the Swiss Gevernment. our own Central
tntelligen-e Agency and the Congres
sional investigating  committee  under
Represcatative  Kenacth  Keating  are
scrutinizing his prosemt activities with
morc than passing interest. Congl n
Keating's major assignment is an attempt
10 pin-point the Irequent lapses from rec-
tittde of various junctionarics of the
sprawling Department of Justice. Specif-
ically, he wants to Kpow why the funds of
Michel Olian. scized during the war by
he Alien Property Custodian, hecause his
name was on the blacklist, weve raiurned
1o him. Sinee Oliaw's gencrosity in deal
ing with public oflicials is nat able, the
Keatayg,  committee  wishes  to knnw
whether it was in any way respansible fac
the strangely (avorable wreaiment our
nwn governuent employes have accorded
him.

The simple facts in the case were these.
tnformation gthered by the O.8.S. indi-
eated thay Olisnn was an cnemy agene.
For this reason be ways placed on' the offi-
cianl ULS. blacklist and it heeame a crime
lor any citizen of the United States to
trade of conununicate with him, Freasury
agents uncovered the fact that the Pan.
nanian  Holding  Corporation, duing
Dusisiess in che United Staces, was l\'hnlly
ownetl by him. and jts usscts. consisting
of stock in Du Pone. Standard Gas. Shell,
wWestinghouse  Eleeuic, ATRT. and
Socony were seieed and turned over to
the Alicn Property Custedian, Scverat
vears after the cnd of the war Olian feh
that it would b pice 1o have thewe funds
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in his own pocker again, even though
they unly amounted 10 a piddling §125.-
000. In order 1~ get this back it was neces-
sary for him v+ prove that he had had
ho busincss aznsictinns with the Axis
wers, e prompuly swore an oath that

e hd «.ever been guilty of such heinous
conduct and anyone who said differemt
was citber a jealous business rvival or a
tiar. How did he happen to be put on
the blacklist? Prabably wartime hysteria,
Somehaw the French government found
aut abuut it and the French cmbassy in
Washiugton told the American agency
that they had an action pending against
Olian. This action was concluded on Oc-

tober 28. 1119, when the money operator

was onvicted of dzaling with Axis
countrics and given a two-year prison
sentence, fined 200,000 francs and ordered

.t pay pecuniary danmges of 16.163,950

francs—roughly $13.000. Reasonable men
wiould have reg i this as doc v
proof that Olian was not being wathful.
The A Propenty  peaple  cvidently
cither didn't know ar dida’t care about
other Olian statements in their fle or
they would have discovered. as 1 did. that
he was also carchkess with the truth in such
minor matters as sweaving that he was a
Swiss national when, as a matter of aciual
fact, he had hurriedly Jefe that country
months carlier becuuse of nonpayment
al the $1.250,000 finc: and that he was
alse Leing carcless with fact when he
wld them that he was born in a part
of Lithusnia that was annexed o Ru-
mania. when the simple truth was that
he was and is a Russian. In spite of this,
on December 1, 1449, barcly one month
after his conviction in France. the funds
were unblocked and returned to him.

I checked with the genteman respon-
sible for dhis strange dccision. one Paul
Gewirtz. | told him that ‘'TruE was run-
ning an article about Mr. Olian. and
that since his manncr of doing husiness
was, to put it delicately, unorthodox. 1
was trying to find out why there had been
a decision in his favor. The snswer
thay, he old me, was nanc of my damned
business. The Alien Propenty reconts
dealing with this matier and his own de-
vision wore seerets of state into which
the press had no right 10 inquire.

As has been intimated, Olian is noted
tor his bighly individual approach to
movernment macters. Take his conviction
hcfore the French court. He did not
hether (o appeal the verdict. fnstead. two
vears later. Lc filed what-is cuphemisti-
ally alled an “intormal” appeal which
consisted of an offcr of 50 million
francs. roughly $120.000. to go tn the
special charity of the public official who

“would snucceed in taking the conviction

off the books.

Hard as he is in business, Olian can
be stirred by a charitable appeal. even
though the singlc charity o which he
contributed was the one nearest the heart
of the wifc of the lalian premicr. This
was a home for mutilated children of
war to which he gave ane million dollars.
The major pertion of his gilt was in
real estate. He had taken over the Villa
Negroni-Morosini near Milan in pay-
ment of a husines debe and had tricd

o turn it into 2 gambling Gsine. When |

hiv idea was frowned upon he wrned

S O

. plicity itself. Aty ¢ time all the camnings
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-+ over to Signura De Gusperi's favorite...
charity. There was some sort of vague
understanding that his generosity was to
be recugnized with a passport. There was
some unpleasantness over which should
come first, charity or its reward, but this
was cvemually ironed out. Olian's char-
ity brought him 50 dowe o Jualy’s first
family that the premicr's son-indaw be-
came his business associate,

In fairness to laly's rigidly honest and
able premier, the close connection be-
tween Olian and his son-in-law is a
source of keen embarrassment and De
Gasperi has tried ta keep the pair apare.

Since the end of the war Olian has
Lmited himself to business deals which,
if not quite legitimarc, are at Jeast legal.
His first appearance in the motion pic-
ture industry in_whick he has since be-
come a potent figurc, was as backer of
an Amcrian production: The Dark
Road, hlmed in lualy and relcased here
by Republic Pictures. The financing of
some ul his picture deals bas been tim-

-~

of American £hm «ompanics in Jaly were
blocked. This meant that their moncy
was tied up in lalian bank. The funds

, only could be released if they were used

for Blm production in faly. 1t wes com-
mon pr.ctice on interiational moncy ex-
changes for major American studiot to
pay a 30 pereent premium to obuin their
release. An Olian st draws up a con.
tract with a2 major studio, calling for the
production of a fiim in ltaly with the
use of blocked lire to the equivalent of,
say $1,500.000. As a nece of comple.
tion of contract, Olian hands the studio
a check for onc million dollars. As snon
as the funds have changed hands both
sides wear ur their contracts.“The studio
has the million for which it paid the
normal 30 percent premium. Olian has
his million back plus a proht of $300.000
which he invests in the picture. Asa critic
who has scen Olian-backed films, | must
confess what I 6nd his deaks far morc
intcresting than any of his pictura.

Another deal jrulled by Olian was pris-
tine in its  profitmaking simplicity,
though it icft 2 chain of more or lews
swrious complictions in its wake. For
a whilc it threatened to put a aimp in
our plans for building a NATO army.
11 did st our various intelligence agencies
hack on their beels beaause they didnt

“fnd out about it until it was tno late,

It deale with forty-one Shennan, tanks
which the Uaited States Kad given laly
as a part of its program to build up the
annies of its Western Allis. One of
Olian’s companies. assisted by some of
his social and charitable contacts, man-
aged 1n have these vehicles declared
“wrecks” and purchased them from the
Ialian Army as saap lor a price of abous
$1.600 a vehicle. He immediately resold
them to Israel for a reported  §$30.000
apicce, so that by a mere pa transfer,
Olian had madce for himsell a profic of
$2,000,000. This ‘tramaction took place
while luly's able Minister of Defensc
was in Washington making an urgent re.
quest for tanks so that he could build vp
his armored forees.
Tt was. matwnlly. mest embanasing -

for the Defense Minister tn discover.s
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when he returned howe. that his armored
forces were even weaker than he had
thought. He ordered an immediate in-
vestigation into the afair and learned
that at that very moment the tanks were
heing lnaded aboard a specially chartered
freighter in the harbar nf Civiuaveechia.
He sequestered Loth the vessel and ts
cargo an the spot and orderud the wnks
brought back into the army depots. This
action was considered very high-handed
indecd, Lecause Olian's company had a
valid contract with the Armv and lsracl
had a valid contract with Olian’s com-
pany. The u(shm of the matter was that
the Defense Minister saved the tnks but
bad a $500,000 damage claim stapped
on him Ly the Israel goverminent A lunc-
tionary in the Isracl ministvy in Rome
inlormed me that 80 ypercent of their
claim has Leen paic. Whether Olian re-
ccived any compensation as a rosult of
loss of profits is not 3 maucr of record.

Olian's closest friends in Italy arc Don
Carln Gooechi. an lalian priest. and
Countes Waliy Casiclbarco, daughter of
Arturo Toscanini. He rented her flac
at 20 Via Durini in Milan, for a reputed
SIOU0 3 yedr. His prosent residence in
Rome is Villa Madams, a sixteenth.
century palue desighed by (he great
Renaimance anist Raghael. whith he
rents from Countess Bogothy Di Frasso,
i i . This abeule

a next<loor
-neighbar 10 my villa on ‘Monte Mario,
Jast a mone's throw away. For this 1 am
exceedingly grateful since it made cov-

-Frage of the story almost a foot assign.

ment.

Today, Olian is 2 dominant figure in
the Jalian motion-picure industry, in
size second only 10 Hollywood. He was
attracted to this Lusiness, about which
he knew nothing o few ycars ago. be.
cause he likes ‘the charming company
of the pcuxlc in it. For a time Mike
Frankawitch and his wife, Binnic Bames,
were his inseparabl: companions. Then
Onon Welles replaced them. The one-
time ey geoius visited Villa Madama
o dinper one night and explained thac
he was just Rnishing o flm, Othello, in

“which he was both the star and direstor.

Five shorting days were Jeft but, unlor-
tunately. no funds were availuble. If
Olian would put up the $35,000 necessary
to finish the picture, he would gladly
grane him int recoup rights in England
and the United States plus a 50 percent
general ownenship. Thas dinner brought
Onan mn oaly a backer but a home as
well, tecause he moved inee the Villa
Madaina and staved for a vear. Olian and
Welles miade o gay pair in Rome’s night
Jife, A bavorite amusenient was the Flor-
iy Club. a Bgirl joint where soiled doves
get 2 perientige an what they induce a
astomer to drink and are one step above
their sreetwalking sisters. The enormous
tabs pated by Olian made hin the out.
standing (avorite of both the proprictors
aml < accommudating cmployes. Ofen
ol evenimg. slicr ushering pwernment
o als thurch dignitaries snd other im-
portant guests vut of Vills Madama. he
woull usher in o selected group of as
many as filicen Florida Club lovelics.
Onc vear and $200,000 after Olian had

2”7

nuule his surcement with Wells. Othello
still was not completed. The parting of
these amiable companions was inevitable
because the chiel facet in Welles' genius
is his ability to run through a bankroll,
his own included. Recenly, walking
through the Iobby of the Excelsior Ha-
tcl, one of the true cmssmads of the
world, 1 saw Welles and Olian in a
heated. though thoroughly onc-sided.
discussion. What the Russian hankroll
was angrily shouting, while no clearly
audible in the street. could he nver-
heard by anvone in the Iobhy. He made
a paint of calling Welles a_fool, dwel-
ling on the reasons, while the .an-
barrassed actor-director tricd desperately
to mollify him with: "Tu as raison.
Alichel” You arc right, Michel.

.. On the whole Olian ontinues 10 be

Y the idol of the distalf side ol the inter-
natinnal sct, even thaugh his experiences
with them bave not been uniformly
happy. The girl to whom he was most
decply attached was a raven-haired, sultry
lalian beauty with flashipg bLlack eycs.
2 young charmcr somc thirty years his
‘junior. He set aside in Parioli, Rome's
plushicst guarter, a asiclully lurpished
apurtment for the woman and her baby
daughter born of a previous union with
an  American  airdorce aaptain. This
charming  arrangement  endured  un
Otian onc day paid an unexpected v
and (ound Ler entertaining a former high
United States ollicial. The emborrassing
encounter Tuptured  the  sentimenul
hands between thew, The girl packed the
furniture and. assisted by her new pro-
tector. moved o a home of her own
choosing. When Olian heard that the
furniture was gone he literally Lit the
ceiling. The {urniture. he shouted, is
minc. No, replied the girl, it's mine be-
causc you gave it to me and evza il you
didn't give it to me. | am keeping it
because 1 gave vou the bist two years

of my lile. This cvidendy was a sound .

argument and Olian gave her u check for
2 million lire, about $3,300. With true
Latin shrewdness, the girl had her maid
endone the check, cashed it and then
told Olian that he still could ot have his
furniture because she had not heen paid
for it. The rooked millionaire let om
an snpuished seream and hurricd o the
Crisinal Courts where he filed charges
against her.

Olian has changed his nationality as
lightly as some people change a suit of
clothes, Knowing that cventually he
would either have to pay the Swiss gov-
crnment or be thrown out. the good
Tovarisch, on February 19, 1946, sceured
a Latvian passport. Since the short-lived
Republic of Latvia had been gobbled u
hy Russia six vears hefore and since it s
known that Russin docs not issue these
documents lightly, it pave risc (o the sus-

icion that Olian hud entered into a

resh alliance, Talian Intetlipence Serv-
icc hles cover this point with: "Olian has
been indicated by many suthoritative
sources, such as Senator Falk. as being an
agent of the Russian secret service.” Onee
in ltaly he renounced his Lagvian pass-
bort and with the hedp.olasocialist aiem-
Lcr of the Chamber ol Depuiices named
Dugone. whom he met through a French
resistince  deader named  Hinch w0

wrther complicate Olian's intcrnational
sasition, while doing business with the
{'ichy government. he helped finance the
French rosistance movement) he was
granied a suateless.person certificate. The
police gave him a carta di sogiomo per-
mitting him to remain in lualy indch-
nitcly.  Shortly thercafter, he added
lalian nationality to his long list when

he managed to wangle an ladian pass -

port for hisnself and lor a Latvian
munist fricnd of his. All this, according
to ltalian regulations. was highly irregu-
Yar and certain voices rosc in anger. One
such voice was Realine Carbone, pub-
lisher of Momcato-Sera, 3 Rome after-
noon daily. Olian’s passport was quictly
lifted. but his friend had alrcady used
his to get out of e country. The chicl
of police ol Rome who had issued the
sparts was asked to justify his actions
in writing. Hiz cxplanation was simple.
It was 2 spy passport. isued at the request

of the chicl of the lalian Corps of Ma. -

inc Intelligence.

Exaaly how much Olian is worth today
is difhcult o judge accuratcly. In laly
where he made a single cash deposit of
$1.500.000, bankers put his worth at §10
million. Olian’s own cstimate goes as
high as 31040 million. It is probable that
the truth lics ssmewhere between these,
extremes. When 1 was in Ceneva recently,
1 stayed at the Hotel des Bergues which
way Olian’s home und office during his
proficable war years. The director of the
hotel told me, ~1 don’t know o much
abuut his busines. But [ do know that he
spent thousand.frane notes ($230) faster
than my ordinary guests spent franc
picces. Of course, this bebavior on his
part made him stand out as a person who
was. 1 put it delicately, not acting in the
very best taste, since many of vur country-
men. vspecially those depending oa the
tourist trade, were in very poor cdrcum-
stances, § remember on one occasion sume
polite oflicers asked me to open his safety
deposit box. 1 told them that | ecould not
dur so unless they had a court order. They
returned abocat'a month later with the
order, but of counc, by that time. Olian
had clcaned it out.”

Lawcly Olian has begun pulling in his
horus. His night life is considerably
quicter. and his business aflainn more
nearly normal, None of it, though, has
brought him peace of mind. He walks as
though snucouc were continually shad-
owing him. He has a positive dread of

being alone. One of bis confidantes re- .

rrted that Olian (auldn’t fall asleep un-
ess she held his handd. When he rented
the Villa Madama from Countess Di
Frasso he reccived with it Luigi, 2 il
coat butler of impeecable manaer. Under
the Olian influcnice this butler is apt to
receive visitots in his shirtslceves, pour
drinks (or thein and one {or himself. Fre-
quently. when Olian’s gucsts arguce, Luigi
will join ir.

Friends report thae Olian is becoming
vestless again, and that he is casting
arund lor another country in which
reside. One of them suggested that he go
to the United Siates.

*1 will never go there,” Michel Olian.,
said. raising his lip in a sncer. "It is a2
country o gangsien.”—Michael Stern
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