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Office of Alien Property
Department of Justice
Attentions Rangy A. Thompson

PSOMs	 Fronk 0. Wisner
Deputy Director, Plans

SMWECTs OLIAN, Riche/

1. Reference is made to your telephone requeet of 14 January
1953 for information concerning Michel OLIAN. The files of this
office reveal the folloeiag ieformation concerning the subject of
lour request.

2. A report which includes a summery of Subject's activities
from 1923 to 192?, reportedly compiled froa French official files,
reflects the followings

a. Michael °LIAR aka ()LIAM!, son of Loon OLIAN
and Annie CRAIT, Russian citizens, yes born on 7 juIT
1837 in Rise, Latvia. A. Latvian subject of Rumaien
origin, has renounced the latter nationality and in
1347 was considered as stateless. On 10 Oily 1923, he
aaa serried to Elisabeth FP.EIIDEISTEIN, a Russian citizen,
born On 18 Septedber 1899 in Petrograd, Ruaels. A
daughter, Tatiana was born of this marriage.

b. After having oompleted his studies in St.
Petersburg and Rigs, Subject founded an import.-port
company in Riga in 1918. He owed this compel*, until
1922 at ehich time he encountered difficulties with
the authorities of Ripe the nature of which is un-
specified. He wee Imprisoned for same time and later
released on 150,000 rabies bond. OLIO left Rig* and
meat to Berlin where he engaged in various comeerciel
enterprises; late in 1923 he vent to Icily end in March
1924 entered FT21100 with limed= passport No. 1327,
issued in Berlin on 3 July 1923. After a brief stay
on the cote (Maur, he moved to Paris where ha lived
at 48 Rue dee Bales Females, 48 Rue de Pergelese, 4
Rue de Colonel Renard, 1 Avenue Alphonse XIll, 48. his
Rue Rommouard, 57 Boulevard Suctet, and lastly at 12
Eus de way.

C. At the time of his snivel in Pule, °LIM
wee in pewee-ion of a eiseahle . fortune and soon begin
associating with one GOLDWASSER (fnu), a resident of
15 Rue de Mariveuz, one of the beat -known money changers
in Eerie 'who yorkea in behalf of the large French and
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foreign banks. In 1926 the French Consul in eiga for-
warded information to France which accused OLIAH of
illegal traffic in clierency and the latter became
the subject of numerous investigations, an a result
of mhich an expulsion order was Limed against him
on 26 April 1926. However, OMAN was authorized to
remain in France by Ninisterial reprieves.

d. An investigation initiated by the presiding
judge of the reine -.album/ revealed OLIAU's clandestine
posseaaion of a short-wave transmitter with which he
broadcast stock market quota-ions abroad for purposes
of speculation. On 1 eetwbor 1928, be was sentenced
to one month imprisonment and 503 francs fine by the
Seine Tribunal. His sentence wee suspended. On 9
:arch 1933, at Subject's request, the expulsion order
issued against him in 1926 was raiciaded.

a. In 1927 Subject became interested in the
purchase and sale of real estate and mortgages and

- became the manager of the Societe Civil. Immabiliere
with headquarters at 2 Fue Nelaton, Paris. In December
1935 he purchased the Agence de '.'ranaaction et de
GeranCe Immobiliere, located at 80 Fue St. Lazaro,
Paris, in partnerahip with Emile Sege, who was also
co-owner of the Societe Civile Immobiliers. OLIAN
continued his commercial activity in France until 1939.

f. In July 1939, Subject lcit France for Seltzer-
land via Italy and at the outbreak of World War II he
woo living in Geneva. He moved to Bezel where he van
still living in 1947. In Switzerland he was in contact
with Andre SPIFA and conducted the greater part of his
transactions through the Fides 7ru8t Company (Fides Union
Fiduciairo) in partnership with Dr. Hams smactraBERo,
Louie EAR:HE and one VON RERO, the latter an attorney
for Hermann (X)RING. Because of an infraction of
monetary lawa and regulations concerning the sojourn
of foreigners in Switzerland (conducting a lucrative
buaineee without prior authorisation), OLIAN was or-
dered to pay six million Swiaa franca to the Swiss
ereaeury. In view of these facts, an axpulaima order
was issued againut him by the Swiss authorities on
13 July 1944. Subject appealed this measure, and in
1947 a final decision still had not been reached. liov-
ever, he was under house arrest in Basal for an unspecified
length of time.

The report stated that as a result of the numerous investigations
of OLIAN'a activiciec conducted by the erench authorities, various
facts emerged,	 FOR crirc;.r.	 u-Asoma
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a. AB early so Auguat 1941, Michael OLIAN
utilised by the German authoritias.for the purchase
of property and eqpipmant in occupied some.

b. OLIAN vaa seemed of having engaged in
activity in favor of the Germans during the occupation
of Franca and ma inacribad in the official list of
mow agorae. Be was also accused of illegal traffic
in gald and currency.

c. OLIAN was Also &nomad by the French authorities
of espionage on behalf of a foraigp power.

• d. Be was vuspected of being an agent of the
MFG (Soviet Intelligence Service). .

The report further stated that, while considering MIMI as a
very capable and elaver financier, ihs French authorities had
no. concrete proof of him dealingp with the Germane nor that bin
fortune vas made in a highly profitable cooperation with than.
?brat facto concerning GLIM are reportedly proem,

a. Ha was given a suapended bantams of one
month and fined 500 francs for the clandestine um
of a ohort-wave radio tranamittor.

b. An =passion order vas lamed against him
for illegal traffic in currency.

a. In 1931 he ma charged with having operated
on the French Stock Exchanga without autbariaatian.

3. In March 1946, a usually reliable aource, with good
buoinsoo connoctions in Switzerland, supaliad information con-
caraingOLIAN 0a commercial activities from 1938 to 1943. Source
adviaed that the information rapreamted an incomplete resume
of a report in the film of the swim police.

19382 Subject, a Lend= of Jewiah origin, operated
rril small buranum de change, (foreign currency exchange

booths) on ths houlavarda of Peri]. In June 1938 he re- 	 ,-cr-t-i3
portadly left Paris for smitnarland where ha acquired loge.
reaidence within a vary abort time. An =oat warrant had
reportedly been lamed against him by Frcnch authoritim .	 .

since 1939. Entering into partnership with Emile George.° 	 7'0
ME, a Faris banker domiciled in Lausanne, Subject Imams ,
joint °mar of several Lausanne buildingp. Nb fiacal
declaration of Subject s (' foreign-held properties can be	 C:
found for thin period sacept a reform*. to bin interests 	 C.
in the CULBEBRIAar Truat (Iraq oil). In Suitaerland,	 '
ject effected moat of his financial transactiona through
the Hantach Bank. He reportedly employed Pierre Edouard	 •Tti.1
marscn of Carvallo, Switzerland, ea an agent for Tallow 	 QE:1(,',1%H
oparatima on the stock-exchange, and vas very close to	 Z1'.1.74g.46

Bank.
Conrad

the
d H

HEentaah
NTSCH, brother of Pierre Edouard and a director
of 

•ÉCREt CON.	 HU A LS UN 1.;‹



SECRET CO:: I	 - S. Ok tiCIALS

SECatirkliffaVATICI

WI: Subject's partner, 'MU:, and his friends, carried
from Switserland to France; these funds found their

way into the ';entsch Bank. Subject bought up the majority
of shares in the Lyon Banque Veuve hbrin, Bons et Cie,
and began currency transactions on a large scale. He then
acquired an interest in the Shell-Jupiter holdings of one
Maxims Ofel:440NI of the Forges d'Indochine, Fans. During
this period, Subject's request for French citisenahip was
refused.
1940: In April 1940, Subject negotiated for the purchase
oT number of Jewish flees in France at a low price in
the name of the Hentsch Bank of Geneva. In September 1940
Subject founded the firm Cuba-eraoce in Lyon (16 Ave.
Victor Rues) in collaboration with the firm Cuneburger at
Cie. of Basel. Subject financed various merchandise com-
pensation transactions for Gunsburger at Cie. for which he
received 25-35% commiseion ad valorem. Seiko hanks re-
portedly refused to finance such 6ransactions an they in-
volved too much risk. One M. VIELI, a Striae, was Subject's
agent in Vichy, :ranee, and in October 1940 he engaged
one. Philippe LACBAT as secretar7 for his business in France. •
Subject also was involved in foreign exchange transactions
with peeetas betueen Societe de Banque Suisse (S.B.S.)

	

Geneva and	 .adrid.
19410 Subject, using the :Orin, eons Bank, and 3sear.
RnEtH, ;.:ICKeLI and :Via as intermediaries, tranaferred
currency (pounds and dollare), platinum and gold from
Switzerland to France. through his agent in Vichy (VIEW,
Subject financed purchases and sales of foodstuffs of Homegarian
origin, using Cunsburger at Cie, as a front. Zech trans-
action was said to have netted OLIAN 30-40% profit; for his
services he received 30 million Swiss francs in 1941 and
22 million Sides francs in 1942.
1942, Using the firm Sopara, which was reactivated to
camouflage certain financial transactions, OLIAN bought
the majority of sharee in the Italian Snia-eisesoa, sea
thereby acquired an interest in Viscoea Suisse. Dr. Bens
51• REICHENBERG served as adviser for the whole transaction
and reads frequent tripe to Paris to sell French francs
belonging to Subject. During this period, OLIAN also
compliabed the following;

'
(1.) ';hrough his agents in Lyon he sold such p
ducts adinsalin-vanilin which were smuggled in b
devious methods; digitalis was sold in Italy and
Germany.
(2.) He bought several real eatate companies in
Zurich through the Fides L:nion Fiduciaire. He
gained control over a Panauienian firm throt.et a
Bern solicitor, one '.ULT. :his company was later ';4(used te camouflage Subject's dollar exchange transactions

	

abroad.	 '
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(3.) He bought wool and lamb skim in Spain which
wra smuggled into Prance via Andorra, =in the
Comercinao St educiaire Sulam' (Zurich) acd Parma
of Indores-la-Vieine (Andotra) as intormediaras.
(4.) Subject bought two of thousando of frown
'North of -American and British stooks through the
Bentach Hank, vithout affidavit for one-fourth of
their value, and deposited them with a compaqr
directed by Charles de W.
(5.) Subject bought frozen czedito in aorawy at
a loarpries, and then cold sone of thee to Dr.
Hansel de ZUG, a personal friend of WRING, mho bed
them =Seamen at their real value. The reaahadar
vas sold to a Dr. mai, a lover in St. Gallen. Re
also had doalingo in gold with one Ernest W000 of
Lausanne.

Subject i a financial trannactions an thechola, ;mooed
through the handa of Jacques HEIGSR, director of Gaba-
France, who had knowledge of the trananctiens through
Granoburger at Cie., Horin-Bons bank, Roaenstock (aggmt
for the du Pasquier4dontmollin Bank at Saufchatal) and
with Ernest WOOG.

Wed and imprisoned; Philipps MUT roma in rank
SUbject o a partnar, Emile Moron MOE, vaa ar-

and administered sore of OLIAN's affairs. Among other
things, be convinced one Da WILDER to alLre Subjcat to
carcase5 million Seism francs in Preach holdings in
which Subject netted a 205 cosuiaeinn.

4. According to a report racaived in January 1946 from.
coaxes whose reliability is unkruneo, Nichol OLIO visa one-
petted of complicity in the oisuggltag of oarrassz, ipld and
sham of stock into and out of France daring World War
Be was reportedly in 	 contact with a former Franah
Consul in angora, who vaa involved in the ease traffic. In
1942 Subject was in contact with Emile ROGE (oaa doors), de-
ocribad es an official of the Sous-prefect:are, Hants Savoio„
Prance, who wed his official car to secure frontier inaannity.
Subject ens reportodly on the American Statutory List, and

• was said to have hod a hand in practically all asuman waggling
of money to South America. He ens alma reported to have had
ostensive contacts in Spain.

5. A nspokt received in Aaguat 1945, which noted that some
of the information coucarning OLIAN was talon from a docammmt
found in the derma Embassy in Pane by a 'highly Wishie overcool

Ton crlIcm. FreAuffsgEleaTtachal OLIO had marked for the Gam= High Commend
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in come undescribed contact with one Von KAISER, allegedly Chief
of the Finance Division of the German Army, but esa compelled
to liquidate his undertakings after he was placed on the English
and American black lists. It was also reported by various sources
that Subject had provided millions of pesetas to one Oberstlautnant
RAYSEF who had been arrested by the eermans on charges of stealing
money and that in 1941 Subject was knoun to be employed by the Ger-
mans for the purchase of real eseate and tools in the unoccupied
sons of Prance.

7. According eo a report received in April 1945 Leen a re-
liable mere°, eichel OLIA:, weo was described as a.apecialist
in illegal foreign exchange temesactione and he freeing of froacn
or blocked assets in the United Staees was preparing to return
to France trite the help of one •litre LENARD, en attorney in Paris.
It was not known whether Subject's entry into France would have
been clandestine or legal, but ULIAN reportedly stated that once
there he would be safe in view of the large airs of money which
he had promised to various persona in France. It was subsequently
reported that Subject was refused an entry visa into France by
the French ambassador at Bern becaese of his pro- Darman activity
during the eorman occupation of Franca. Source . .stated that (MAN
was expelled from France on 26 April 1926 as persona non grata,
and anoeher expulsion decree was isceed on 21 February 1933 for
the same reason. In November 19he it was reliably reported that
Swiss authorities were attempting to expel Subject from Stritaerland.

o
-	 ;.! 7.•

• I.; 0	 8. A report received in September 1945, concerning Coszuniot
activities in Switzerland, advised that Jacques ?DIE!, ouner ce the

• : .	 45
Oasis Bar In Geneva, was frequently in the company of OLIAN. TIHEla
born TINENOVITCH,Was believed at that time to be serving an a channel
for peymente in the financing of a Soviet espionage net in Seitaerlend.
It was reliably reported that in 1942 Subject met frequently with one
Nicolas WAS, a director of several seise banks; KAGAN allegedly
administered Communist funds in Switserland.

9. It was reliably reported that OLIAN was suspected, during
*ad War II, of being connected with a band of Baits and White Rae-'
*liana (including the notorious Gregeire BERIDZE) who worked for the
Germano in Faris by bringing into Suitserland and selling there,
international ,took, currencies end gold confiscated by the (101=13
from the Jews in France. In thin way, Subject reportedly amassed
an emormoua fortune. Allied and Sties investigations of his ac-
tivities were reportedly forestalled for years by his sort rarely Wale
and influential leeyer, Peefessor Walter HUG of Zurich, who reported-
ly kept Subject in a sanatorium MOM of the tine, aliening that ha
was too ill to appear in court. esually reliable sources have re-
ported that RERIDZE end Deile eODE were instrumental in concealing
Garman interests in the Balkans and France. eOGE was arrested in
August 1943 trying to leave Switzerland with documents belonging
to BEHIDZE and OLIAH. It was also reported by a fairly reliable
source that during eorld War II, Subject wag personally backed by
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Pierre LAVAL and acted as the intermediary for the Vichy goveen-
meat in financial traneactiena in Switzerland.

10. According to information received.frna a usually re-
liable source OLIAN stated in late 1948, that his one and
one-half eillLmn dollar holdinge in the United States would
soon be released througnths efforts of Dr. Ham STERICHSUBMG

• and Lenin Bae:IS (see paragraph 2 above). Together, thee* tuo
• individuate were to arrange with the French government to certi-

fy Subject's dollar holdings. In Deceaber 1949 it was reported
by a fairly reliable source . that, at that time, OLIAN felt that
his leayer, Dr. Walter HUO, had not been energetic ersugh in
pushing hie (Subject's) case with the United States Treasury
Department where quite a large account was still blocked as
enemy funda. Source stated that it was generally understood that
thaws funds resulted free the eale in ewitearland of German-
printed French francs in the early days of world War I/. :his
money me allegedly converted into dollars and depooieed in the
Caited states. It was believed that the sea involved might amount
to approximately four million dollars.

e U. Subject left Switaerland for Italy in March or April 1948
'eH. „.!	 g after Swim antiorities threatened him with imprisonment ifAmedld

>5 not leave the courary. In Italy he has conducted successful come
eercial enterprisea. In October 1948 ha was allegedly negotiating

e ,	 with the credit," Commerciale of !elan and other Italian bankers for
4 the loom of 10 aillion doll= to finance a ayndicato which uould
• build ;se roads in Venezuela. During 1949 Subject made several

:11 lams gifts to ItaliaaCeteZra.aa, for which he was paremally
thanked by President RINAUDI and Mrs. De CASPEFI. Several sources

0 have reported that OL1AN obtained the controlling intereete in a
• "..7 largo movie oespany, Scalera Film, and also the Edelweiss File

Co. (One ammo placed the purchase of Scalera Films in September
1950.) A usually reliable source advieed that Subject l a interest.

•:	 in the film companiea amounted to sore than two billion lire.
Piero CAYTI, eon-in-law of Premier Abide De °AMR:, was reported
by several sources to be Subject's business partner in the film

• esterpriseal Subject in said to move in high Italian official and
banking circles. une mums, whose reliability is unknoun, re-
ported On. Subject had contracted to coin gold moony for Israel.

12. In early 1950, OLIAN acquired an interest in a Swim
syndicate which ma formed to aell Thiele time fusee. (According
to a reliable coerce, time nem can be conuidered military equip.
sent if they are built into shell tope, te,. they also are uaed in
inorcerusiere clocks and mechanical toys. It was sail that the Seim
goVeallirtent decides in each cum whether to consider time Naos to
war materials or not; Swiss regulations allegedly require licensee
for the =port of war materials.) While these fuses WM sold in
several different airOpMn countries, it was reported that no Soviet
or satellite orders had been accepted. Subject's immediate an-
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sociates in the syndicate were Cr. Hans	 LOU13
HAF:f.11E. and Prof. Walter HUG (see paragraph 9 above).

13. OLIAN was the subject of a strong attack by the Rome
newspaper .omento Sera ehich appeared in Its issues of 9 and
10 .Tanuary-Trrin—Ehe. fora of a sensae5onal expose of his peat
and present activities. It was reliably reported that subject
instituted suit against the eaper, but the parties, in :say 1951,
were able to settle their differences on recommendation of the
court. According to one sour' , the settlement was predicated
by the secret payment, be' Subj • t of 12 million lire as hush
money. :he newspaper artie 	 •iharged, ameng other things, that
Subject had been instrumentwe. en the sale of ^Silernan" tanks
to Israel; one source reported that this allegation was confirmed
by an individual wit: ;cod contacts in Italian commercial circles.

Ili. According to information received in February 1951 from
a fairly reliable source,	 was believed to be dealing in
war materials on a large scale, and handling large aums of money-
for the Soviet Union.	 allegedly conceals his activities through
film companies controlled by him. Chests allegations are not con-
firmed by other reports in our files). A usually reliable source
reported in early 1951 that Subject was still wanted by the French
authorities who are anxious to apprehend him. It was previously
reported that in 1949, 0LIAH was tried and convicted in France,
in absentia, for illegal exchange dealings; he was fined 200,000
French francs and sentenced to two years in prison. • It was also
reported that, although he vas expelled from Switzerland, Subject
was a witnese in a fraud trial in Basel in 1550.

15. Recent information, obtained through a source wtose re-
liability is unknown alleges that Subject produces movies in the
following manner. 40, arednue to Ise its blocked funds, will
contract with OLTAii , a Italian film company co produce a movie for
$1,200,000. ULU! will deposit a cashier's check in the United
States for J1,000,000 act/ a performance bond and will thee fail to
perform on the contrecy, Corfeiting the 41,000,000 in the United
States. He will, however, retain the 1,200,000 werih of blocked
lire in i'-aly, with which he may produce a picture.

16. It is believed .thak the Depar'iment of Statamay have ad-
ditionai eurorrnation coneerning :Eichele OLIN.

17. Your attention is directed to the security restrictions
stamped on this metaieandum which Unit the distribution of the in-
formation contained herein to United States official° within the
United States. :hese restrictions axe 'imposed because of the sen-
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eitivity of certain mamas, and moat be strictly adhered to..
You are further informed that the forcing information is for

official use only, and cannot be utsed ea evidence in a
wort of law.

ca DB-3114

1■.•

RI/ac: AFW/Flqukd.

111R-86143
F-40144	

- -3
Based on:

BX-516	 C 
PIR-10351.
FlIfk-842	 WFFA-4990	

WFF14273

F-6271	 u	 eurtms-274	
' liFF1-6188 -
?ti -Inv: ")

XX-10513	 FIR-7729
1,31R-86143 ---)

FFI-002-10.4	
MSB-1663 .B1-004-1005
NSBA-2585	 (memo from Gan. Counsel

. FIR	
u_

11-71494	
-2965	 (Ta	 o P/irril..i.	 xF-2173	 WIR	 t W

FTRA-6701	
PPA-591:6	 __...).

Ji pa - 2 oid? -#.4.4eLay

FOCZILCI55:011105ITIASONS
TIOREPOE7 1.1:1:GT 70 a I'd,:rara11:1?. Uttar)

STPSES,	
LC);

OT	
1.W.17F.1)PES116.1C1s, 0i 1.1-fi,

(...(-;.‘


