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TO: Office of Alien Property
. Department of Justice
Attentions Nancy A. Thompson

FEOMs Frank 0, Wiscer
Deputy Direoter, Flans

SUBJECTs OLJAN, Michal -

1. FReforence is mads to your telsphons request of 1l Jamary
1553 for information concerning tichel OLIAN. The filss of this
olfice reveal tha follewing information conesrning tha subject of

‘yorir roequeat,

2. A report vhich inoludes & pumary of Subjactt's activitiss
from 1923 to 1927, reportadly complled froa Frasmch official files,
roflocts the followlngs

a. Michael OLIAN aka CLIANSKY, son of Laeon OLIAN
and Annis CHAIT, Ruaelan citisens, wag borm on 7 July
1897 in Rigs, Latvia, A Latvian subjeot of Rusaion
origin, ho rencunced the lstter nationality and im
1947 waa considered es stateless, On 10 July 1923, he
waa married to Elizabeth FREUDEXSTEIN, & Rusaien eitisen,
torn on 18 September 1899 in Petrograd, Rusaia, A
daughter, Tatiana, was born of this marriage.

be. Aftar bhaving completed his studiss in St,
Petorsburg and Figa, Subject founded an importeexport
company in Rige in 1918, He owned this compeny mntil
1922 zt which time ho encountered difficultiss with
the authoritiss of Riga, the nature of which {5 un-
specified, He waa impriascned for soms time and later
reloased on 150,000 rubles bond., OLIAN laft Riga and
wvent to Barlin whaxs he engaged in varlous commercial
entorpriges; late in 1923 he went to Italy and in Mayah
192 entored Prance with Ruaaien passport No. 1327,
isasuad in Berlin on ) July 1923, Aftor a brief stay
on thas Cote dtAsur, hs moved to Rarle whore bo }Mwed
at 48 Ruo des Bolles Feuillas, LS Rus da Psrgnlase, L
Rus de Colonal Renard, 1 Avenua Alphonos XXIT, k8 bis
Bue Raynouard, 57 Boulevard Suchat, ond lagtly at 12
fus do Civry. )

€. At the time of his arrival in Paria, OLIAN
wna in possacgion of a sigeable fortuns and scon bogan
a;aociat.i.ng with one COLDWASSER (fou), a residemt of
15 Rua de Marivauxz, one of Lhe best .knotn mo; ) T
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foreign banks, In 1926 the Franch Consul in :iga for-
warded infomation %o France which accused OLIAK of
1llegal iraffic in cuzroncy and the latter became
the subject of numerous investigations, as a result
of which an expulaion order was issued against him

on 26 April 1926, iowever, OLIAN wus suthorized to
renain in france by #inisterial reprieves,

d, An investigation initlated by ths presiding
Judge of the reine T1ibunal revealed OL7AN's clandeatine
possesaion of & short-wave trangmitier with wvhich he
broadcast stock market quota.ions &bgoad for purposes
of speculation. On 1Y .vesbar 1928, be was sentenced
to one month imprisonment aend 500 francs fine by ths
Seine Tribunal, His sentence wasd suspanded. On 9
“arch 1933, at Subject's request, the expulsion ozdar
issued against him in 1926 wae refcladed,

e, In 1927 Subject became intexrvwsted in the
purchage and sale of real eatate and mortgagss znd

" becaa the manager of the Socigte Civile Imrmobiliere

with headquartars at 2 Fue kelaton, Paris. In December
1935 he purchased the Agence de "ransaction et de
Gerance Immobiliere, located at 80 Sue St. Lasaro,
Paria, in partmerahip with Enile Foge, who wes also
co-owner of the Soclete Civile Immobiliers, OLIAN
continued his commercial activity in France umtil 1939.
f. In July 1939, Subjeot lcf: France for Switgor-
lend via Italy and at the outbreak of Lorld ijar II he
was living in Ceneva, He moved tc Bapel where s vwaa
8t1ll living in 1947. In Svitamerland he was in contact
vith Andre SPIFA and conducted the greater part ol his
vrensactions through the Fides Trust (ompany (Fidea Union
Fiduciaire) in partnership with Dr.. Haps STREICHENBERG,
Louis BPAR'HE and one VON BERQ, the lastter an atiorrney
for Hermann (DERING. BRecause of an infraction of
monetary laws and repgulations concarning the sojoum
of forsigners in Switserland {conduecting a liacrstive .
businasas without prior sutborisation), OLIAN was ore
dered to pay six mlllion Swiss francs to the Swlies
i'reasury, In viev of these facts, an exmulasion order
wag issued apaingt him by the Swiss authwrizies on
13 July 1944k, Subject appsaled cthis measure, and in
1947 a final deciaion still had pot been reached, ‘How=~
aver, he was under “ouse arrest in Bagsel for an unspecified
1mgtﬂ of iims,

The report gtated zhat as a result of the numsrous inveanlgﬁtiona
of OLIAN'G activiiies conducted by the rrench authoritles, varlous
facta emergad:s FOR CIITiCsr “ICTRMY FEASOND
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a. Ad early zs August 19i1, iichaal OLIAN was
utilized by the Cemman authoritiss-for ths pnrclnso
of property and aquipment in occupiod sonss.

b. OLIAN vas accused of having sngagsd in
activity in favor of the Germans during the ccoupaticn
of France and was ingcribsed in the official list of
enewy agenta, He wos alao accused of 1llegal traffie
" in gold and currency.
. Ga OLIAN was aloo accugsed by tha Freach authoritiss

of espionage on btehalf of & forslgn power.

d., He ws puspacted of being an agent of the
OGFRJ (Soviat. Intalligence Serviea).

Tha report furthsr stated that, while consldsring OLTAX es a
very capiblo and clover financisr, the Prench autboritics hed
 no conpreta proof of his dealinga with tha Carmens nor thst hio
fortune was made in a bighly profitable coopsration with thsa,

Threo faecto comeéaming OLTAY are reportodly proven,

a., e wes given a suspsnded sentemes of one
month end finsd 500 france for tha clmdsatm use
of a short-wavs radio tranomitter. -

b. An expulaion order was iogued against him
for Nlagnl traffic in

6. In 1931 hoe was charged vit.h having operated
cn tha French Stock Bxchange without authorigation.

3. In March 1545, a usually reliahls soures, with goed
bunipcog connastions in Switserland, supplisd information con-
camning OLIAN'a eommarcial activities fyem 1938 to 1943, Sourcs

edviged thst the information raprasentad &n ircomplaete reguns
of a peport in ths ti.laa of tha Swias polies,

19331 Subject, a Latviiny: of Jewlsh origln, oparsted
Severul gmall buresux ds changs (forsign currency exchsnge
booths) on tis boulsvards of Paris., In Juns 1938 ha ro~
portadly laft Faris for Svitearland whoro ha asquirsd logal. .
reaidance within a vory short time. An arrsot warrant had .
raportedly been iosued against him by Froneh suthoritice !
oinoe 1939. Entaring into partnerahip with Balle CGsorges |- @
FOGE, a Parlis banker domiciled in Laucoinne, Subject becams | . ! .-
Joint owner of several lLauganns buildings., Mo fiscal oA
dosalaration of Subjeotts foralgn-held properties can be

-
v,

found for thia poried except a reforanse to his intarssta "¢ i -333 03¢
in tho CULBENRTAY Trust (Iraq ofl), In Switserlepd, Sube  © ° ,: =0
Jost effectod moat of his fimapcial transactions through P

" tho Hentach Bank. Ho reportedly employed Plerre Edouard "S~uaME
AENTSCH of Carvalla, Suitgerland, as an agent for various CEHYSE?
operationd on tho stock-exchangs, and wag very slose to HCo8 ;Es
Conrsd HEMISCH, brother ef Plerre Bdouard end a divector PoEBES

_of the Hentaeh Banlk,
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19393 Subject'a partner, POGZ, and hio friends, carried
from Switgerland to France; these funds found their
way into the “entach Rank. Subject bought up the majority
of shares in the Lyon Banque Veuvs Morin, Mons, et Cle,
and began currency wransactions on a large scals. He than
acquired an interest in the Shell-jupiter holdings of one
Maxime GRAOMI of the Forges d'Indochins, Faris. -During
this psriod, Subject!s rsquest for srench citisenship was
refused, . . :
1940y In April 1940, Subjec: nepgotiated for ihe purchase
of & number of Jewish {ipms in Fraance at a low price in
the name of the Hentach Bank of Cenava. In September 1940
Subject founded the fimm Cuba-drance in Lyon {16 Ave,
victor Hugo) in collasboration with the fimm Gunsburger et
Cle. of Gasel. Subject financed varlous merchandise com-
pensation trensactions for Gunsburger et Cie. for which bs
recuived 25-35% commission ed valorem. Suias banks ro-
portedly refused io f{inance such .ransactions as they in-
volved too much rigk. One X. VIELI, a Sulss, was Subject's
agent in Vichy, France, and in October 1940 he engaged
one. Milippe LAiBAY as secreivary for his businsss in France.
Subject aleo was involved in [oreign exchange transactlons
with pegetas betueen Soclete de Banque Suisse (5.3.5,)
Geneva and S.3,5, .adrid.
194l: Subjec:i, using the .orin, rons Bank, and jessTr.
RIIECH, #ICK.LI and Di:l as intermediaries, transferred
currency (pounds and dollars), platinum and gpld froas
Switgerland to France. {hrough his agent in Vichy (VIELI),
Subjeet financed purchages and sales of foodstuffs of Bungarian -
origin, using Gunsburger et Cie; as a front. zach trong-
action was said to bave natted OLIAM 30-h0% profits for his
sexvices ho received 30 nillion Swisa francs in 1941 and
2 million Swiss francs in 1942,
1942s Using tha firm Sopara, which was resctivated to
camouflage certain financial transactions, OLIAR bought
the majority of shares in the i:alian Snia-Vigcosa, acd =
thereby esoquired an interest in Viscosa Suisae. Dr. ilans )
STREICHENBERG seived as adviser for the whola transastion
and made frequent trips to Paris to sell French francs
belonglng Lo Subject, Durlng this period, OLIAN also ags™ =’
complishad the following: RO
K '{ﬂ 7 j'. RS
(1.) :hrough his agsnts in Lyon he gold such p! . "}.-’ L.
ducta as insulinevanilin which vere smupglsd in b ¢‘§ Lo
A\ Y3

davious methods; digitalls wus sold in Ilaly and

Cermany.
(2.) e bought peveral real estate companies in %
Zurich through “hs Fides !nion Flduciaire, He

zained control over a Fanasianian firm through a
Bern soliclror, one YUGLI. . ils coupary waa later . A
uged o campuflapo Subjectts dollar exchange transactions L 015%; -

CRLRLEL G 4 FE I S R N

ait G TATEINT TSR




SECRET CUNL L -ub Lo Wb FICIALS Uik x

/e a
o T BSFORISTY

(3.) He bought wocol and lamb siring in Spain whioh
wore smuggled into France via Andorra, using the:
Comzarcials ot Fiduciaire Suisse (Zurish) and Pereo
of irdorra-la=Visilla (Andorm) as intormedisres,
(L.) B3ubject bought tena of thousands of frunsa
worth of Arerican and Briilish stocks through the
Hentgch Bank, without affidavit for cne-fourth of
thelr valus, and dsposited thom wich a compmy
diracted by Charles de LOES.

(S.) Subject bought frosen oredita in Gomemy at

a low priee, and then e0ld some of thsa to Dre
Mansal de ZUG, a porsonal friand of COERING, ubko hzd
them unfrosen at their real valua. The remaindsr
wae #0ld to a Dr. OESCH, a lampysr in St. Gallsn, He
also had dealings in gold with gna Emnest W0OQ of
~ Lausamnoe,

subjeot's financial transactions, on ths wholo, passed
through the hands of Jacques HMEYIR, director of Cuba~
Frence, who had keowledge of the transactlins through
Orunsburger ot Cis., Horin-fons bank, Rossngtock (agmt.
for the du Pasquisr-¥ontmollin Bank at ueufchsbel)
uith Ernest W0O0G, -

t Subjeot'a partner, Zuile Csorges ROGE, wag ar-
ed end ioprisonsd; Pailipps DAUBAT roge in renk
and ednministerud wors of OLIAN's affaiym, Asmong othe?
things, ha convinced one Da WILDER to allcw Subjost to
wirezse 5 oillion Swisza francs in Prench holdings in

which Subject natied a 20% commigsion.

h. Acrording to a report mcd.vod in Jeamazgy 15&6 from.

‘mourcss whoss rallsbility is unimown, Michol OLIAY wEa gu3e
pocted of complicity in the ammggling of euwrrmiy, $ld aad
eharse of atock into and out of Framee during World War IT,
Ha was reportedly in aloge contact with a former Franch
Consul in Cangva, who wad involved in the sama tyaffie. In
1942 Subjeet was in contast wvith Bmils ROGE (329 cbows), dop-
coribsd a5 an officidl of the Sous-profecture, Haoute Savols,
Pranes, who usod hiy official ear to zomurs fromtisr lmmnity.
Subject was roportodly on the Amorican Statutory List, and

- was said to have had a hand in practically all Osyeen smaggling
of mongy to South Amsrica., He was also reported to hsve hed
extanzive contacts in Spain.

5. A veport recolved in August 1945, which noted thut cous
of the information comcerning OLIAN was talom frem a dooumaed
fourd in tha Qoyman Embassy in Paris by a "highly relisblo sourcs,?
Wm OLIAN hed worked for tha Carmsn Righ Cozmand
T 1C PE FULTHER )
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in some undescribed contact with one Von KAISER, allegedly Chiaf
of the Finance Division of the German Army, but wes compslled

to liquidate bia undartakings after he was placed on tha Englizh
and Amarican black lista, It was also reported by various sources
that Subject had provided millions of pesetas to one Hhorstlautnant
RAYSSF who had been arreated by the ermans on churges of stsaling
money and shat in 1941 Subject was knoun to be employad by the Gaew
mans for “he purchase of real eaiate and wools in vhe unoccupiad
zona of Srance.

7. According vo a report received in April 1945 from & re-
liable source, Hichel NLI\, w:o was described as a specialist.
in 1legal foreign exchange 1m§aact.ona and <he freeing of froscn
or blocked asgets in the Cnited 5 Staces, was proparing to return
to France with the help of one -aitre LENARD, an attorney in Paris.
It was not known whether Subject's entry into Francs would have
been clandestine or legal, but QLIAY reportedly stated that once
there hs would be vafe in view of the large sun of money which
he had promiged to various persons in Prance. It was subzaquantly
roported tha: Subject was refused an entry viea into France by
ths French ambassadsr at Bern because of hig pro-lersan activity
during the “ermen occupation of france, Source stated that OLIAM
was expelled from France on 26 April 1926 as persona non grata,
snd anovher espulsion decree was isened on 21 February 1933 for
the same reason.’ In liovember 1945 it was reliably reported that
Swiss uuthorities were attempting ‘o expel Subject fros Switasrlard.

8. A report received in September 1945, concerning Communist
astivities in Swituserland, advised that Jacques TIMEY, ownor cf thas
Oasis Bar Lo Ceneva, was frequently in the company of OLIAN., TIMEY,.
born TIMBNOVIFCH, was belisved at that time to be sarving a3 a channel
for paymenta in the finsncing of a Soviet espionage net in Switserland.
It waB rellably reported that in 1942 Subjoct mat frequentiy with ono
Hicolag XKAGAN, a director of several Suiss banks; KACAN allsgedly
adninistered Communist funds in Switserland,

9. It uwas relisbly rsported that OLIAM was suspecied, during
World War II, of being connected with a band of Balts and white Rug--
aims (including the notorious Gregoire BERIDZE) who worked for the
CGarmang in Paris by bringing into Switserland end selling there,
intematicnal stock, currenclea end gold confiscated by the Germans
froa tha Jeuws in France. In this way, Subjeot reportediy amsssed
an enormous fortuna., Allied and Swviss investigations ¢f his ac-
tivitiea were revortedly foromtalled for years by his axtremaly ablae
and influential lawyer, Professor Walter HUS of Zurich, vho repurted-
1y lept Subject in a sanatorium mosv of the time, clalming thmt hs
vag too 111 to appear in court. sually reliable sources have re-
ported that RERIDZE and Pnile !OCE were instrumental in concsaling
Corman intereats in the Balkans and France. UOCE was arrested in
August 1943 trying to leave Switzerland with documants balonging
to BEHIRZE and OLIAK, It was also reported by a fairly relishle
source that dur:Lng :orld hsr *I, Subject wag peraonally backed hy

u\_) Uik L,
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Piarre LAVAL and actod as the intermedlary for the Vichy govemme-
ment in finsncial tmnawinna in switgerland,

10, According to information received. fm & vsually re=
1iabls source, OLIAN stated, in late 1548, that his one and
ona-half million dollar holdings in vhe Uniwed States would
soon bo meleaged thyough vhe efforta of Dr, Hans STEREICHENBERG
and Lowis BArTHE (sce paragraph 2 ebove). Togother, these 'w
individuls were to ayrenge vitih the French govermment to oarti-
fy Subject's dollar holdings. In December 1949 it was reportad

‘by & falrly reliable sourca that, gt that time, OLIAF falt that

LE2.ciON OF THE

.
e

HELEASING OFHICE

hia lauyer, Dr, wWalter 200, had not bsan wgnt.i.e erough in
puahing hio (Subjoot.'s) case with the United States Treasury
Departnemt whore quite a large account waa still blocked ag

ey funds. Sourve stated that it was ganarally understocd that
thase furds resulted fron ths 3ale in Switperland of Germsn-
printed Pyench francas in iho early days of world war II, “hds
monsy woo allogedly converted into dollara and dsposiced in ths
thitod States. Tt was believed that the smm inwolved might e=ount
to approximately four million dollars,

" 11, subject left Switserland for Italy in March or April 15h3
aftor Swise anviorities threatcned hinm with impricomsont if hedid
not loave the countyy, In Italy he has conducted suscecsful eom.~
moveial emrorprises. In Cctobor 1548 hs was allegedly negotiating
uith the Credito Commgrciale of 'ilan and othor Ttalian bankezs for
ths loam of 10 alllion dollars to flamnes a gyndicaloe which would
build ; 2 roads in Venesuala. During 1949 Subject mada saveral
lags gifts to I1talian clawfiiss, for vhich he was parsoaally
thanked by Prasident ZIKAUDI and i#rs. 09 GASYEFI. Several souress
have rspoarted that QLIAN obtainad the controlling lotorseto in a
9 largs movis company, Scalera Filma, ard aloo the Bdelwsiss Filn
Co. (Gns acurce placed the purchase of Scalara Films in Septombor
1950.) 4 usually reliable source advised that Subjeetta interest
in tho film companiva amounted to morw tham two billion lire.
Plaro CAiI, ecn-inwlaw of Premiar Alcide De GASPER!, was reportoed
by savezal sources o be Subjeci's busineas partnar in tha {ilm

“@aterprises; Subject 18 said to mova in high Itallan official amd ™7 ™7

bankdng eircles. ins sourcs, whope raliahility is unlmown, re-
ported tha. Subjeci nad comuragted to coin gld money for iorzel.

12. In cayly 1950, OLIAN acquired an iatarest in a Swize
ayndioata whicn waa formad to sell thisle time fuses., (According
to 8 ¥alisble coures, :imo fuses can ba commidagzed mllitary equips
msat 1f thay are bullt into shall tops, t:. ihey also are used im
leexponsive clocl3 and mechanical toys. 1L was said that ths Sulse
governhent decide® in each case whathar vo consider tims fuses 6z
war eatgrials or noi; Swiss regulations allegedly require liceansss
for tha axport of war materials,) ¥hile thesee fuses were sold in
sevaral differsnt Zuropsan countries, it waa roportod that no Soviat

_or amt.auita ordars lmd been acceptad. Subject'es Lmsediate aoe
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soclates in the syndicate were [r. Yans S:'Z-EEICI-{‘;!-.";-EF.G, Louis
BAETHE and Prof, tialter HUG (eee paragraph 9 above).

13. OLIAN was thse subject of a strong attack by the fome
newspaper .omento Sers, vhich appeared Ln leus issues of 9and
10 January L1951 in the fora of a sensational expose of his past
and present activities. It wag reliably reported that Subject
ingtivuted suic against thé caper, bul che parties, in &y 1951,
were able .o settle their differences on recommendation of the
court. According So one sourr , the seiilement was predicaied
by thu secret paymeni bi Subjs L of 12 million lire es hush
money. _he newspaper artic! sharyged, amung other things, that
Subject had been instrumenia. in ithe sale of "Sierman" vanks
o Israel; one sourcé reporied thac ‘nale allegation was confirmed
by an individual wiwnn food contacis in [talian commerc.al circles.

ili. According to iniomation received in February 1551 from
a fairly reiiable sowrce, CLIn. was velleved wu be dedling in
war materials on a large scale, and nandling lergs sums of money
for the Soviet inion. e allegedly ccnceals his activities through
film companies controlled by him, (7 hese allcgations are not con-
firmed by other reports in our files). A usually reliable source
reporved in early 1951 that Subject was still wanted by the French
authorivies who are amxious tu apprehend him. Tt was previously
reported that in 1949, CLIAN was iried and convicted in Franse,
in absentia, for illegal exchange dealings; he waa fined 200,000
French francs and sentenced to two ysars in prison.: It was algo
rerorted that, although he vas expelled from Switzerland, Subject
was a witnees in a fraud trial in Easel in 1550.

15, Hecent informacion, obvainad through a source wiose re-
ligbility is umimown, aileges that Subject produces movies in tho
folloving manner. RKD, anxious o use its blocled funds, will
contract with OLIAN's Italian filwm company to produce a movie for
$1,200,000, OLIAil will deposit a cashder's check in the Umited
States for 31,000,000 agy a periormance lLond and will then fail to
perforn on the contracy, forfeiting the 1,000,000 in the United

Llatea. ile will, however, reiain iLke §1,200,000 wsrih of blocked
lire in I.aly, with which he way produce a picture. ’

16. Tu is belitved vhai vhe Depariment of State may have ade
ditlonds iuformation convernlny :ichele OLLiN.

17. Your attention is direcved o the securiiy restrictions
stampad on this memorandum which limits the distribuiion of the ine
formation coniained herein to Unived States orficiale within the
United Staves., hese resiricrions are imposed because of the sen—
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sitivity of eartaln sources, and must be strictly adhered to,
You are furthez infopmed that the foregning information is for
Jour offizial use anly, and sannot be uged cg evidence in a

oourt of law.
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