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31 January 1946

. TO:	 Mr. Emerson Bigelow

FROM:.	 Douglass Orengers

SUBJECT: Alleged Soviet Attempt to Purchase American Surplus Stocks

The following is an unprocessed copy of our report No. .F-5644,
which is being sent to you In the belief that it will be of
interest:

°The following report, from a conservative French industrial-
ist source, is submitted despite ita general vagueneee, for
whatever use it may have in offering leads or supplying
checks.

01. The United States has demanded payment in dollars for the
purchase of surplus stocks. As Switzerland is the only
country in Europe eith large quantities of dollars to dispose
of, various countries are negotiating with her for the purchase
of American materiel; the Swiss to pay in dollars and the
Other countries to reimburse them in their own currency. One
of the clauses for the purchase of American materiel states
specifically - that it cannot be resold. This prohibition bite
Russia particularly. The litter is trying, through the
intermediary of Central European countries, to buy American
stocks. She will pay in gold, which will be deposited to the
credit of Swiss bankers, who will than give dollars for the
realization of these purchases. From all aides coma reports
of negotiations in process. Several names of individuals.
have been reported in this connection, but with to precise
indications of the part they play. Briefly the situation is:

IA. Tha purchasing agent for the USSR hes arrived in Borne
with the Hungarian Economic Mission.

b. He haa mad	 ntact with Franconi, a Swine expert of
Saurer Transport.

_
e. 'BoaLan, of the Hotel dee Berguas, is also following this

situation closely. Ha worho	 the intermediary of
,TInorgn-BUngariaa living in	 iIA ikthp
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d. Dolian haa appointed EMilat1ago, a burdzer on the Rue •

du Balder, to follow up tha matter from the frenahLA end.

a. *X. Brznn, 7LA-7542, in ?aria, 42 Rue de In Gautte
d'Or at Auborvilliers, La also interested in the matter
in :Prance. nis contaot with Switzerland in through
Shaasot, a lawyer living in Lausanne P former chlaf of
zmugsroa.

f. Soli= is also pro:J(031y following the matter through
ulllosis and Philippe Doubat.

s 2. All information concerningBoliari is interesting for the
following reasons: Ma gamblad against the franot he lc
probably the intermediary for German tinanoiera; he is
cultivating all the Ehgliah oontacts he can in order to have
himself taken off the black list. Ono should not be lad
astray Ly the fact that he La on good terms with officials
or the leserlaan Legation ar4 with Von Sterger, Tales
Lin/star of Police and Alatiooa
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