Ao , CLASSINILD #CUSACE
Taering

onIc

ot ¢ FE/L 1 4

er : B2 SECRET 2 5

oars 6 MAY 1955 o 3 6

To : BSTATE, ARMY, RAVY, AIR, NSa, Jc, SBCDEF, ONR, 0CI

crom : CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ACENCY :

conF @ FE T : ‘ _ -

wro : Ci, CI/OPS, €1 /1C, Fi/OPS, Fi/PLANS, n/aQuAh."?n/sri;'/é,/.'ﬂ%Bz,
PP 2, PP/OPS, S/C 2, SPECIAL: OCD, OCI 13, ONE N
cs_Fp B0, 035 . (out 86649) 2140z 6 MAY 55 ROUTINE

P ¥7)

WOFORK/CONTINURD CONTRCL '
FROM ! (LATE APRIL 1955)

BDATE OF INFO: LATE APRIL 1955

APFRATSAL

OF CONTENT : 3

SOURCE ¢+ AMERICAN OBSERVER (B); FROM OQATA TAKETORA.
SUBJECT amor;owumm ON CONSRREVATIVE MERGER

1. PUBLIC OPINION IN SWINGING TOWARD A LYBEBAL PARTY (LP) - JAPAN DRMOCRATIC
PARTY (JDP) MERGER, WHICH WILL PRORABLY TAKR PLACE IN AUTTASI OF 1955. DUE T0
INTRICACIES OF SOCTAL, BUSINESS, AND FAMILY TIES AMONG JAPANESE POLITICIASS,
SITUATION MAY REMANX CONFUSED ARD LITTLR AFPABENT PROGHESS MAY BE MAIE FOR SOME
TINS PRICR TO MERQGER.

2, FORMIR LP SECRTTARY-GENERAL SATO EISAKG IS ONE OF SEVERAL POLITICAL
FIGURES WBO MUST STXER DELICATR COURSR IN PRESENT SITUATION IN ORDER TO SAVE
FACE. Ammn!mmmmcuw MAIHSTAY, SATO IS CVRETLY OFPOSED TO
PRINE MINISTRR HATOYAMA ICHIRO AND ALSO AT ODDS WITE LP PRESIDENT O0GATA
TAKETORA EBCAUSK OF OGATA'S SUPPORT OF YOSHIDA'S EESIGNATION. BOWEVER, SATO
NOST GO ALONG WITH TEEED TOWARD CONSERVATIVE MERGER OR FACK POLITICAL DEATE AND
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IS ACTUALLY IN CLOGE TOUCH WITE ARD O EXCELLENT TERMS WITH OGATA. EVENTUALLY
SATO WILL "AFFEAR® 70 BE FURCED T0 Q0 ALONG WITE OGATA OF THE TREND TOWARD A
MERGER,

3. THR NAXN OBSTACLE T0 MERGER AT PHESERT IS FACT THAT MERGER PROPOSAL
mmummmmlﬁmn,mmmmumsrLM,
AND LINERALS WILL THSREFORE PUBLIOLY SHY AVAY FROM MERGER FUR SOME TINS. MERGER
TALKS ARE ACTUALLY PAIBLY WELL AIVANCED AND OGATA, BATOYAMA, AND OTHER INTERESTRD
PARTIES MET AT QR SOCIAL FUNCTIONS ON 24 AND 25 APRIL AND ARRARGRD FOR TALKS

T0 CONTINUE.
4. IMPORTANT QUESTYION ROW IS HOW T0 RRMOVE HATOYANA FROM GOVERNMENT SITEOUT

CAUSING HIN UNDUX KMBARRASSMENT. MIKI BUXKICHI WISHED T0 MAXE MERGER TALES PUBLIC
T0 GIVE HATOXAMA CHANCE TO GET OUT, BUT PRESENT LIBERAL ANTIPATEY 70 MIXT

EENNEX REQUIRES THAT SOMRONE ELSE RAISE MERGER PROPOSAL AGAIN EEFORY FURTHER
FROGHRSS CAN NE MAIE.
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