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thet collective farming has fulfilled its essential task:
it has made it possible to extract from the countryside
enough supplies for the industrialisation of the towns.
It can <afely be assumed that nothing is further from
the mind of the Soviet leaders than to admit the bank-
rupccy of planned collective farming, for that is an
inherent part of the Sovict systcm, and to jettison it
would amount to admitting the bankruptcy of the system
as a whole. The kolkho= cannot be so casily uprooted
from the Russian landscape. The present measures
represent oot the dismantding of 1 bioken-down
machine. but an artempt to lubticate and keep in motion
a machine that is groaning with the strain of its cffort.
Moscow no longer trics to deny that the machine is
incfficient.  Soviet leaders have lately boen cryving on
the rooftops that agricultural supplics are failing t
match up either to growing demand or to the planners’
cxpectations. failing even to correspond to wh it has been
invosted in the asicullurad sector. Arricle after aricle
in Proida denou..es the *intolerable situation ™ in
state farms, 1o (odder output and in steckbreeding,
revealing countless crrors and failures in both produc-
tion and distdbution.
'Ifhc planners' problem is not mercl) to feed a rising
pul.auon but specifically to ensure food for the mush-
rouming towns. Russia’s rural population has remained
roughly unchangad since 1913 at about 120 million
>, people.  But during the quarter ceatury of the planned
ira, the wrban population has risen by so million, and
¢ last five vears alone by 17 million, of whom nine
5 d!:mgnpn':cm the influx from the coumrysndc And
vm.z’in‘lz who has comc to town is not ounly, in
: whshCszords * 2 food producer tumed foodcon-
mw" ‘Be is also apt to demand a richer and more
Fkigd: diet: The promises mude by Stalin's beirs in
953 bhave whetted his appetiic. and the relatively bigger
'pnég ‘tuts of recent years bave also added to the
0 uonzry steain.
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The countryside bas also beea a headache for Soviet
leaders in more than a strictly economic sease. Its Life
s well as its production cannot be cootrolled, planned
and ruled as can be dobe in the towns. Ir was no

:deni that Stalin, in-his last pamphlet; dwelt on the
-«d to eliminate the diffcrence between “collective ™
;wuperty in the counuy and state ownership in the
-~wns. The avowed aim is to bridge the gap, to uproot
the remnants. of private property and transform the
peasants—aoow  collective farmers—into agricultural
workers, A step was taken in this direction, under
Khrushchev's own guidance, in 1950 when some
250,000 collective farms were amalgamated into 93,000
lazger units. In face of peasant resistance, however, the
regime did oot dare to proccod any fm‘t.hcr alang the
road towards * agro-towns.’ g

Thus Stalin’s successors were lefr thh T M k.
fhey had 10 stc foods ﬁha for the s evpiohe:
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they were aiso determined ia the long run to transform
the countryside and tigheen their cootrol over it
Popular pressure, encouraged by the pledges made w0
the consurser by the new regime, rendered the first
task so urgent that the second bad to be pushed tem-
porarily into the background. In the second balf of
1953 Russia's new leaders admitted opentv that the srate
of Sovier livestock was poor, and that dairy produce.
meat, and even vcgetables and potatoes wrre 1n short
supply. Stalin's method of coping with such a siruation
and extracting surpluses fromo the countrysids was 1o
burden it with taxes and ofsr low prices. ln iheir
utgent need. his beirs applies ‘he opposite remediv:
thev granted tax relreis, ieducee ~npulsocy delivertes
and paid higher prices. Soon afterwards. Kbrushchev
exploded another myth, that of & aiet sclf<ufficiency
in graiin.  He 1austed that tbe orrp of coarse yrains in
pariscutar would have tn he greifdv increased if his
ami.tous plans for livexiock brecding were 1o be
ful' led, and ° volunteers™ were wmt to “conquer
lan: 7 in cold and distant Karzakhsiua aad Siberia, with
str:. - orders to ger some 3o nullion tons of gr dn withia
a few years..
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A: the beginning of this year, on the eve of
Mai<akov's sensational fall. these new policies bad had
lictle time to mature and the results were still very
mexcre. A slight improvement was claimed for live-
sk, while additional grain from the reclaimed land
was buely sufficient to compensate for bad weather in
orher regions. As yet Do great achicvements can be
<iatmed for the policy of incetitives, Impoets had to be «

«witinued and stocks run down stll further ; yet even’

t%44 did not prove enough to counteract the mﬂxmmry
peessure resulting from -price cos.  The 1

tha dma.l ooe: shortages of meat uud

wparently without muck consideration for.
wher dxﬂ'crenccs, is a gigastic, aad w
capansjon of mai  cultivetion for. lc&du.
pulicyof incentive .d the drive emd
continued as well. .

Snmuk:meously Khrashchev announced- & “BEW .CO0~
cession which is elaborated in the decree’ published last
week, Local authorities and individnal collective farrs
arc promised a litde mwofe elbow ‘room. - The' cestral
authorities will continue to determine regional contri-
butions and each farm will still be faced with its
minimurn quota, but both farm and district will bave a
greater say in planniog aod.will tend to benefit more if
they overfulfil their casks, -Jt would be paive, however,
to. bail this, messure as.a oumjor -sbandoansment of
centralised p!mmg It is significant that Khruschev
dnnoshtedn’t&m*ﬁuhtmd over deliveries .
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