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December 14, 1951

swum Possible Dissolution of the Tapanese Rouse of Representatives.

With	 ththe opening of the ordinary session of the National Diet c;0i1
ir- 	

ng
December 10, political sotivity is becoming increasingly brisk. While
such activity is normal in ;span at this season of the year, several
recent events bave heightened partisan maneuvering and give promise of
effecting the political situation for some time to come. The split in
the Sooialiat Party end the reattltent decrease of that party's prestige
end influent), is exerting a oonsiderable effect on the overall politi-
oel scone as other parties maneuver to attract sizeable segments of the
Amoielist following. The nemotiationn between the Peoples Democratic

•,	 DP) end oertain "splinter" groups with regard to the possible
expansion of the PUP or the creation& a now political grouping is
being watched with keen interest by Oh political figures.

Nevertheless, while both these facitors have provided added impetus
to the Quickening p litioal scene, ofileven greeter importance have been
the recent diffioulAes suddenly oonffönting the Administretion and the
Liberal Party. While these difficulties had their beginning in the
rice decontrol nem) resulting from unmistakable blundering on the
part of the Government, of greater political significance was the in-
ability of the Government to control the House of Councillors during
the recent extraordinary Diet session. The difficulties encountered
there proved not only embeeessing to the Administration but advanta-
geous:to the Opposition.::The success of the latter In defeating the
Government on the personnel retrenchment issue demonstrated the power
of the LIppor wseopReeition when united in common cause. In spite of
the eonsidere	 preermf*:exerted by the Government forces, the Opposi-
tion refused to budge,7theOeby forcing the Government to extend the
session twice in a f ill! effort to obtain some suitable compromise.
The final speoteole' ..thit!' rime Minister compelled to sooede to the
watered-down compro. 	 in spite of his previous vehement objeo-,,tions was thoroughly s •: by all the opposition politicians and
even produced some ghef

,,
*lineament among certain Liberals themselves.

• Since the:persbnpel retrenchment issue was basically unpopular to
many Diet members regardless of their politioal affiliations, the sue,*
oess of the Opposition in this instance Should not be overemphasized.

I
Many Liberal Diet member* passively snoouraged the Opposition and were I
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41:0)rivately . pleased over the firwl vesult. These recent
I t the Yoshida Administration have, however, brought to the fore re•
newel speculation regarding possible dissolution of the House of
Representatives end the calling of a general eleotion, many Politi-
atails, including h one high-ranking members of the Liberal Party,
believe such en election rOJould bo held next spring after the °tree-
tiWe date of the edoe reat. It ie ,,,,-enera.Lly admitted that the
prestige of the aiivernnient has declined considerably since the high
meter mark reached during the Jan Francisco Conference. Furthermore,

,been the tooling r.f men political observers that the Prime
„ .iiiiiieter . would be willing to stftp down after the return of sover-

eigtity . to • J'apait. Additionally, a large number of depurgees must
first . gain Diet seats before they can re-enter political life on an

•-•; _eiCtive scale. Over end stove t'‘ese factors', however, is the wide-
Wpread feeling 'that the conclusion of the Peace and Security Treaties

.. ;.-fsterks a milestone in Tape/a t e post-war history eat that a 'national
elaotion should be held soon to gain a new mandate from the people.

.	 .	 •
. IM*ite,, Of these arguments, . however,.'t _Prime 'banister .on•

'government has 	 i ntanti on ol dissolving the . Lower:AOU:se .uxiti3.--:„

li,fc
eteMber : ,::•4uthoritet Liberal Chief 4.3eotetax .7 3)-40pDA to../..mnoonoe,:t4t

0	
the	
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EttOsi:r.' . .11:-dinitionntl i: navel/11r • • c Ten :following this announcement
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. • a41.ontageOns: to. the Li terel l'arty..:.„....„. 	 :........	 ,,.	 ..,	 ,	 -.	 .	 .

.	 ,..	 ,..	 -.	 .	 .	 .,	 .._,	 ..	 ••••,	 •	 ..	 •	 •
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en the proper time comes" and that Hatoyama himself expects to

	

ke a public statement in January. The press has also recently	 I
Isported a long interview between the Prime Minister and Bamboku ONO,

who is generally considered the leader of the Hatoyama faction within
the Liberal Party, a meeting which may be significant in view of the
Prime Minister's previous reluotanoe to see onoy In this connection
it should be noted that the influence of KozenAhlhOKAWA, Liberal
Chairman of the Rxmoutive Board and leader of the anti-Hatoyama fac-
tion, bee waned considerably during the peat six months. There seems
to be little possibility that he and his group will be able to regain
their former aloe• position around Yoshida. The back stage maneuver-
ing by the Retargets -..aotion has been very effective in markedly re-
ducing the influence of this group in the making of party policy.

......._—_----

If Hatoyama's physical coition does not permit his assumptionJ 	 condition
of the presidency of he Liberal Party, some political observers
believe that akitgrAIMATA, recent depurgee, may well be Yoshida's
sucoessor. For many years the chief editor of the pre-war Asahi
Shimbun and rated by the late Hugh BUS, veteran New York
correspondent, as the ablest editor in Japan, mr."15itirfosseseee a
favorable background as a replacement for Yoshida. During the war
Ogata was Minister Without Portfolio in both the Kelso -Yonai Cabinet'
(July 22, 191.4-April 7, 1945) and the Higaahikuni Cabinet (August 17,
1945-October 9, 1945), also serving as -resident of the Imperial
Rule Assistance Association Youth Corps and "'resident of the Govern-
ment Board of Information during the last days of the war. In'a
long conversation with him at the home of the drafting officer, Ogate
indicated that he was an admirer of Hatoyame, but that he had serious
doubts whether Hatoyama would be physically able to return to Roliti -
cal life. Es declared that Yoshida desired by all means to turn over
the party reins to Hatoyama when he retired. In Ogata's opinion the
Government should call for a national election next spring before the
tide of public opinion turns too much against the Administration.
Ogata was openly *critical of most of the present Japanese politicians,
terming them "secoad raters" who have little or AO ability'.

In physical appearance Ogata is a large man of rather impressive
bearing. While sparing in vords, he'listens intently to discussions
around him. He appears to be in vigorous health and anxioue to re-
turn to politics; in his sincerity and frankness he is reminiscent
Of Hetoyama.

From the standpoint of Prime Minister Yoshida, °seta's back-
ground is such as to make him a strong candidate in the event that
Hatoyama is physically unable to re-enter politics. Though he was a
State ,■oinister in the'Keiso-Yonai Government, he was not a prominent
member of the Cabinet. He was known to be cool toward General TOJO
and the militarists. His inclusion in the Higashikuni Cabinet stampsrin as a middle-of-the -roeder untainted with blatant militarism or

	tranationalism. Further, it is well-known that he was appointed 	 1
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a iveness over the die r ed and unrea 
at 

io war information state- 1
ments put out theretofore by that bureau. Ogata himself laughingly . -
termed it the "Board of Misinformation". Above all, through his
purge as an officer of the Imperial Rule Assistance Assoolotion Youth
Corps, Ogata has been aloof from the factional maneuverings within
the Liberal Party gad thereby offers strong possibilities os a oandi-
date who would be acceptable to the various conflioting groups within
the party. Finally, be cannot be held responsible for any acts of
the	 neat Administration taken at the prodding of the Oonupetion.

Regardless of the Prime Minister's assurances that he has no
intention of dissolving the House of Representatives, it is apparent

• that the present Administration is more than a little tired 'end aware
that it has lost some of its lustre. The difficulties it encountered
in the last Diet session are not likely to be mitigated during the
ordinary session which has just begun. Rather, the Opposition is
planning an all-out campaign to unseat the YosLide Government. Some
of the bills schedulea to be submitted are of vital importance as
budgetary and legislatiVe measures. essential to the implementation
of the peace settlement. 'These include the Organizations Control
Bill, the Anti-General 'Strike Bill, Anti-Monopoly Law and Trade Asso-
ciations Law Revision - Bills, as well as those for repaying foreign
debts, reparations projects and indemnification of Allied war looses.

The announcement of Liberal Chief Secretary Made has not
materially quieted the speculation regarding Diet dissolution. Prac-
tical politielans point out that even if the Government planned to
dissolve the Lower House, it coulCnot openly disclose its intentions
until the time was ripe. Otherwise, the entire politioal situation
would be thrown into confusion with irreparable damage to the present
Administration. These obaervera,belleve that the Yoshida Government
will have a good °hence to . win a.;general eleotion next spring, though
perhaps with not the same:Overwhelming majority as at present. In
their opinion this doenskOmmtithat the electorate as a whole posi-
tively supports the LibeterFOrtr, but that the objective situation
at that time will . still WO' rable to the Government due chiefly

I'
to the lack of a strong biles

l
 On. Whether the same situation will

prevail a year from now is deb table.
4

While it is difficult to predict the outcome of the present
political situation, indications are that as of now Yoshida does not
wish to cell for a natiohal election immediately after the effective
date of the Peace Treaty. The events of the next few weeks, however,
in particular the success of the Government's legislative program in
the Diet, may well be the deeisive factor. If further Diet diffi-
oulties are encountered, it may force Yoshida to call for a general
election in the hope that the liberal Party has little to lose in

i

iew of the weak opposition parties and.everything to gain. Other 	 1
aotors involved in such a decision ere, however, the personal plans

Of
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ilt:ho litter -to aotiva politica in the near future may prosage the end I

t Toibida and the ,physioai condition ot Hatoyama. Ths roturn of

Of the present Administration, whereas his continued illness nay be
instrumental in persuading Tbshida to try to oontinue in power until
January 1951; •

For the Political Adviser:

Niles W. Bond
Counselor of Mission
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