SEERET

1., I arrived at the JAL office of ilaneda atvapproximately 1320 hours
29 May and checked in &t the ticket office, POCAPON and his seoratary arrieed
e few minutes later and while NAKANO was checking in at the counter FGCi?ON
was escorted up to the second floor of the terminal where he was shown into
a private waiting room. NAKANO ceme to whers I was sitting and said that he and
POCAPON would bosrd the plane ahead of everybody elss and that I should take my
time as they would have a seet saved for me. We boarded the plans at 1125,
NAKANO had the seat next to POCAPON saved for me. on My right side was Prince
TAXAMATSU who was travelling with two other Imperiel Household agency officiuls,
After takedoff NAKANO cume to our seats and sald that in order to prevant any
unnecessary questions 8s to my identity that the four Tokyo newspaper reporterx
(vho were occupying seats st the rsar of tis plane) would be told that I was
a very good friendg of POCAPOR's sons SHIJURO vho is currently studying at
the FLETCHER Schiool. POCAPON seid that would be a better way of shaking off
the reportersthan the original story of being distently related to one of
POCAPON!s aecretaries. POCAPON said that HAKANO should not go out of his way
to tell the revorters anything bul only give out the story if they pressed for
some explanation of my presence, Mr. Fukui Juniohi a member of the Diet who
was travelling with the PCCAFON party asked NAKANO in passing who I was: the
story related above was used. Evidently he relayed that on to the newspaper
reporters since they did not pay any further attention to me during the entire

neriod of the trip,

2, After a few minutes in the sir the usuol routine of candy, gum, tea,
sandwiches etc etc bagan. C,r seats vere located just to the rear of the engines
at the most stable portion of the plane as well as the noisiest part so it was
diffiocult to carry on a sustaived conversation, POCAPON had with him a copy of
"Ambassador's Rerort" by Cheater Bowles which he read from time to' time during
the trip. As interesting paragraphs came up he would stop and discuss them with
me. I bad purchased a copy of Time at the airport and asked if he wanted to
glance thoough it. We exchanged books. BBCAPON's book was a Hongkong printed
book and it bhad in the flypage the inseription "To Taketora with compliments~
Sung"

3. When he came to the picture of Gen. G. Marehall which described his
short anvearance at the funeral of Gen. Summeral POCAPON commented that the
biggest‘l.nistnke that Gen. Msrshall had wade during his entire lifetime, in POCAPON's
estimation was his acceptance of the China post. He said that Gen. Marshall was
100 honest and too sincere a person to be picked at and torn apart by the
Chinese, He said that in order to deal with the Chinese, be it a Communist or
a Nationalist, one had to always discount more than 50% &s being purely
bargaining (TN; POCAPCH used the term KAKRAIKI). 1 oonmented on the fact that
when opne got to be as important a figure as POCAPON hs would naturslly have
to do a lot of bargaining and ir the process most iikely would ereats a number
of enemies. I asked if FOCAFCH could recall having made any enemies during the
days of the occupation. POCAPCN said that be could definitely recsll three
such enemies who might to this day still be holding a grudge against him. His
story was related in quite some de‘_bail. The first of these POCAPON said was made
early in the occupation. At the time of the Japanese surrender POCAPON was the
Chief Cabinet Secretary end in thig capacity bad to negotiate a mumber of thisgs
with the occupetion officisls. 4 fev deys after the MacArtiur headquarters began
functioning POCAPC:! seid that s was ordersd to report to Yokobama for diseussions
on newspaper censorship. At this conference which was attended by a number of
high level officials of what was to become the SCAP Civil Censorship Division
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POCA°CN said he was asked Lo comment on ths topic of censorship., POCAPCN said
that be told the sussembled group that he was a newsjisper man of some experience
end could speak from a fairly authorisative strndp:int, He said that he told
Mr, Hoover who was the most high ranking of the group tkat FOCAPON felt that
censorship was an absolute nscessity during wertime ond that it was e militery
necessity as well, liowever, after the war was over, sfter Japan had indicated
acceptence of unconditlonsl surrender thsre was no further nw:ed for any strict
censorship. Pocapon said that he advimed lir. Hoover that a censorship program
by the occupstion forces would merely antugonize the Jspanese people and would
not stop any clandestine writings Wy those who had any ill feelirgs towards the
United States. FOCLPON said that he could see ir. HIOVER's fece get red and

he appesred in ready to bang on the tebls with his fists. The subject however
wus not pursuved sny further but the discussion went on to the subjact of
dissemiration of public inforwation and proppganda favorable to the Occupation
Forces. POCAPON zaid that at this time he advised the assembded group that

he felt tl.et the best method would be to divide the country's news mwedia inte
varinus cstegories such as Cless 4, B, C, newspspers, Periodicals directsd at
the masses, Periodicals cirected at Specific groups, prffesaional liésrature,
etc. and then by selscting the disseminetion material and doling them ocut to
the nddia that had the greatest influence on any particulsr group. POCAPCH
said that he explsined that readers in Japan could best he reached by directing
one's efforts to spascific tergets rather then to the wirole nation, Mr. HCOVER
agein opposed this snd ssid that he felt the hest wey wes saturation and that
the Public information Office in couju-etion with the Sivil Carsorship Division
would control all the newspapers snd relezse all srticles to 3ll medie simults-
neously. POCAFON ssid that like a fool be continued to amgue for his point
until Mr. HOOVER abruptly called an end to the meeting end valked nut. The
lust words PGUAFCK remanbers hsaring being uttered by Mr. Hoover were: " I'Ll
get him"

4. The second major enemy that FCCAPON recalls heving made during the
occupation was s Mr, SWOFE In Government Section of GHQ, POCAPON says that he
does not know why Mr. Swope in perticuder should harbor any i1l feelings towerds
him, POCAPON said that after a number of very unpleasaut encounters with SWOPE
he was told that He had better watch his step and not get out of line or he
would be desiygnated as a War Criminal end tried in a wiiitary court. Uavghing,
POCAPON said "You can see how scared I was bscause I waz then alresdy on the
list of suspectsd wer crimirsla"

5, The third enemy is Russell Brines., FJCaiCH sald that Brines had been
severdy mistrested by the Japanese Rempsitei when he was in the Phillippines “and
he spneared to be nolding & grudge sgainst all Japaness. Afterths Occupation
begen FOCAFON said thet he was swanped with demands by vsrious newspapers sil
desiring to get an audience with the Emperor. POCAPYN seid that it was his
Job to see that the Emperor was disturbed as little as possible, With this
backgrrund POCAPON nointed out that only the major news services were allowed
to see the Tvperor. Cne dsy while still holding the Chief Cabinet Seoretary(s
position FOCAPOF suid that Russell Brines walked into his nf{ice at approximately
1345 hours and ssked to have an audience with the Egperor at 1400 hours, 15
minrutes from then, POCAFCN ssid that it would be impossible to arrapge an sudience
on such a short notice and furthermore Associated Press was scheduled to meet
the Emperor at that time. Prines, turning a bit flushed, said that wes exactly
vhy he waated to ser the Emperor, FOCAPON said that Brines accused him of
favoring another press service and while they were arguing Brines got a ocall
from his offics indicating that UP had arranged s meeting for Brines mn and
Prince Takamatsu. PCCAPCH saltﬁ?CREIed Brines somewhat but he left his
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office muttering something sbout getting even . FOCAPON swid that he sincerely
believes that Russell Brires was one &f the kay indlviduals iu getting PCG PON
designetled as a war crimianl suspect. He sald that it wus &« gcod thing that
a1l peopls are not like Brines, otherwlge this world would be Ffilled with

Blf the populstion hating the other half, Durirg Vice “resident iixon's visit
to Jspan, Pocapon eaid that Brines vas one of Lie press surty. at one of the
Embassy receplions for MMBMMM Nixon Drines was presmpt and s fuce to face
with POCAPON but he made only » short sr~eting and went on to olhar guests.
POCATON said thet this gave him u (elling more strongly tlwe sver thet Brines
mist have hed something to do with his war oriminal suspsct desiynution so he
asked Brines to cowe to his office, Br’iss relused on the zrounds that he

was tied up with other commitments snd for ths antire period of the vice ;resi-
dents stey in Jepan he gave the swne axcuse, At tie uirport vhen Focapon went
to sae the Vice President off Brines 21l not ewen mantinn Pocsgpon's seversal

invitations to meet,

6., A spokesman for the [our newspaper resorters on the same plane
handed POCAPON a rad of screteh nupsr and asked hls to write = fow counents on
the curreat situation. POCAPON accepted the paper and pencil and continued to
talk with me instoad. We turned to the subject of politics and discussed the
budget sitnation. TOCALPCH svld that he had given ISHII, Mitsujiro the sszcretary
genernl of the Liberal Farty instructinns to carry the ball and was leaving it
up to him to pave the way for the pessage of the Budget. He seid that he digd
not feel it was a whter that he should get himself involved with 30 he was
letting the matter be worked out at the working level as a strictly administra-
tiwe metter, Fa sdded that the discussisns that vere going on at present in
Tokyo should be concluded by 31 May insofar ss ths temporary budgst for the month
of Jupe was concernsd., He said that the talis or the oversll regular budgst
should be concluded guccessfully by mid june at the latest, With respect to
the Jap. Soviet negotiations which will bhegiu in London FOSAPON said toat
he was sure that Japan would bs trapped into mekinz a lot of coumitments because
the Soviets @ould yrobsbly begin the conferences by making a lot of goodwill
gustures such ss allowing the return of the Febomei snd Shikotan islands.
By doing thia the So¥ists wonld gain two things scwmdding to POCAPON, 1, The
bait will aot as e numblrg infiunrce on tie neive nature of the curient Frime
M nister and the Chief Fegotiator and 2, will get Japanese public opinfion in
“ack of the Soviets. (The Commu~ists will bs ebls tn sey Weil look here, the
- .7iets are really a bunch of good peorle who only want pesce, on the other
twnd tha G5 sti'l nolds on to Jajanese soil in the Otinaves and the Ogasauvara
Islands.) POCAFON geys thet as far hs he 1s concerned he has taken the sloof
attitude towards the Demooretic yarty's overtures to discuss cm this watter =4
on a supra party busis beocause .iiv doss not want to be sssociated as havibg bsen
a party to the tig blunder of Jepan. FTIOAPCN said that the big mistake of
HATOYAMA Is in the fact timt they do not have any set line of ;olicy or outer
verimeter of limltations in their negotietions, He saiid that the Uemocrats
would probably keep searching all avepues offered to them in the hopea of
finding somethiny but not kpowing vhat they are looking for. Tris, in Poespon's
mind,is 4 serious mimasmedm miscalculation becasuse il woul:l give ihe Soviets
ample opportunity to plsy the negotistiona Into s proprogande and Psywar
vrogran against the Japanese,

7. POCHPIN seid that we wonld be srriving in Itazue scon so he had
better write something for the rarorters, The sublacts he touched op were
TuGget, the Ja_anese Soviet negotintions. The haahi Shimbun of 20 lMay carried
ti.e text of what ne wrote in full, hogovat, irstead of suying tbat the newspaper
reporters got the text in writing fX(Wf@flrftten up as an interview during
fllxi}:t . ¢ ’ 55“1’&!:&}
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3. Ve arvived in Itaz:xs st 1505, On the sirslol,; vhich is restricted
Lo zenarsl traffic wns the JaL tus =nd u 1355 Buic™ Tnadenater, The puegsanyers
wers sasked to ride on the bus to the geta~ PCGiPOR, WNw'ouno &nd wyself yot on the
buick sud were transported to the gane pluce, (Being o friend of Ws S~ :
ratureily took ,recelence over the atlier diat mecbers traveliing with FOCATON — )
At the gate &here wes & .rest delegation to meet PICAFON ircluding sbout 10 or
12 press pholnurapners. 4 siort interview wns hald inside snd then with me still
in the Buick we departed for the Suivmueye Ryokan ir. Pumoka, The Bulck turned
out to be the property of a Mr. ORUMIRS rresident of the Okwmra 3angyo K.K. the
driver sald that it was at the (disposal of POCAPON for the entire perind he was
to be ip Fukuoka. At the Sckasya Ryokan snother delegatisn of politiclang friends
etc, NATANO and I were shown to adjuining rccms on the sround floor while TCCAPOW
vent on upstairs to tae secuud Iloor. #HaKat0 introduced me to ARAMEKI and FUKUI,
Junichi botbf of whom were Diat mesbsrs who “8d coome witih FICAFON. Whils engaged
in yeneral conversation RiXANO proficed + ty,ed naper and zave it to we indiesting
thet it was PCCAPON'S schedule whil ir Makuoka. 4 nress interview was listed
for thut evening at 2030 hours, liksro s3ld that it was put there in that
manner to make it lonk good - it was reuily a Geisha party for the newsj-per
reporters vho hLed cowa with POCAPON, Nu'cano said thut these "little” things
had to be done riznt or the reporters would write with an unpleasant slant on
any things they noticed while on the trip, I vave Nakano two botliles of scotch
and two cattons of cigurettes srd asked hiu to uss them at the "prags intervieuv®
ss this would prohably further srherce FOTAPCL's position. IV 2id- FGC/LTCON
thanked rie for the assist next morning,

9. On 30 may FOCAPON sterted off iumedistely alfter bresklast, which
be and I had together and got ss far as the Tront entrance. 4 group of well
wishees, petitloners, «nd handuhskers wers welting in jine., Trers were roughly
25 or 30 people waiting so POCAPIN returned as fer as NAKANO's room whers he
wet vith a number of them - euch for about 4 or 5 mimites. The lesser of the
waiting group only got to see LAKANO or FUKUI, After POCAPON got off to his
business, ¥r., FUKUI came to my room and said that the newspaper reporters had
agked POCAFQN during the previous eveniry's party to bw shown around some sights
so POCAPON hed errenged to heve FUKUI escort thsm as « group to the FUTSUAICHI
Hot Springs about 30 minutes out of town and after spending the night there they
would be escortud around to the DAZAIFU shrine, FUXUI swld that POCAPON had
indicated that if I did not mind baing with the reporters thst I was welcoms to
go. Since I do rot imow PCCAFON's son even if 1 wera to come face to face with
Mm, I felt that if the reporters should take & notion to oress me for details
of my scousintence with him I would be stuck, so 1 dsclined the invitation but
gave FUKUI a bottle of scotch ard cigsrretes and asked him to use them in the
"Sske" bings which would most likely take nlace thht evening.

16, On the morning of tha 3lst we were awakened at 0600 hours and informed
that the ryokan had been entered by & sneek thief, Losses ineurred: POCAPON sbout
¥15,000 from his wallet. (Ceat was hanging on hook end wallet wes in the breast
pocket ) myself, about $2,00 im MPC from my wallétaand about 5,000 yen from another
treast pocket wallet, (20,000 folded and in my pants pocket had not been toudned.)
POCAPON csme into my reow at 2800 and apoligiwed saying he hoped that my losssas
were not big (1 told him that forturately rothing hac besn taken from my room)
bscause thet would only laave & bad memore of Fukuoks. I assured him that I had
none but the test of memories to take baok with me, FOCAPON said that two
conferences had deviloped alter lhis errival Iir Fulkuoks srd he woudd be out
all morwing, he uaid aiso that he wanted to go and visit his slder brother who
vas ill before going out to the airport. We arranged to meet at itszie rrd
parted, QF&';, L
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i, b 130 g 2rcives at the -1 ofvice at (T04URY wed found "R TN
sireody v il waiting rcom, d4 introducsd we 1o U7 “cro's wife who had been
Fusucie visibing ier dot’.sr cod orotier ir Juzrifi. Mrs, Nekono in turn intro-
duced me to her brother who is the chief priest of the Dazaifu Shrine and also
the senivp priest of all shrines in Fukuoka, By appearance I guessed his age
to be not over 36 or 37, Again a short news interviewd and then POCAPON was
whisked away in his car to the p lane while the rest of the passengers wemnt
by bus, When I boarded the plane Nakano pointed to the seat beside POCAPON
and indicated that it was being held for me., For the first half hour or so of the
return trip POCAPON sat engrossed in the "Ambassadorts Report"

12, FOGAPON began conversing by mentioning that Los Angeles must certeinly
be a modern and progressive city now, He recalled only vaguely some of the
major land marks since he sad he had only stayed there for three days enroute
to New York, Yashington, etc. POCAPON safid that while in Los Angeles he had
stayed st the Miyako Hotel (I am soquainted with the manager) and was escorted
around south ern cglifornia by his old grammar schonl teacher who was them residing

in Los Angeles, POCAPON said that the teacher himself had long since passed mway
but that his sons were still there., I inquired as hiwe to whom they might be and
got a rather pleasant shock, POCAPON's school teacher who emigrated to the US
many years ago was named HORI, Yujiro, Mr, HORI had several sons two of whom were
named Tatsuo and Minoru, Bothgf Tatsuo and Minoru were friends of our family

ever since I can remember and as I grew up I was very kindly treated by these

two gentlemen vho by them had become leading business figwres in Los Angeles,
Tabsuo's son Haruo and I went to high school together while Minoru was my boss
during Relocation Camp days in Manzanar Calif., POCAPON was very pleasantly
surprised to know of my acquaintance with the Hori's and his attitude and mamer
became ever more friendly, This opened the avenue for naming a lot of other
personaliities of non operational nature, I turned to political figures in

Japan togay and got a reading on POROW, Since we had been in Kyushu in what is
traditionally the seat of consertatism in present day Japenese Politics and at the
same time the home of POROW's grandfather of the SATSUNA Rebellion fame I mentioned
that it must be a great advent age to have such a great man aw POROW remain in the
Liberal Party and work in the tradition of his grandfather. POCAPON saidytpgont?t
Yot the grandfathers reputation blind you, Conweck, POROW is not a great man, Neither
is he a very capable politicisR or a valuable membar of the Liberal Party. In
Fact it reqlly doesent make much difference if he's around or not., As far as his
Grandfather is concerned well that!s another story, however, I doubt if PORCW
really knows how great his grand 'ather Sidi waes.," POCAPON's opinion of Japenese
politicians was not very high, He sald that so few of them really thought about
country first; most were concerned with getting assured votes for the next election

the moment they took office.

13,
Pocapon sald timt this feeling of insecurity ran the whole length

and breadth of everyone includhg Hatoyama, This gave me the opportunity to ask
if Hatoyama would try to use the caming Soviet negotiations as a means of getting
more public opinion behind him, Pocapon said that that 1s exactly what Hatpyama
had in mind, however, the tragic pert of the whole affalr was in the faot that

the Hatoysma osbinet as a whole looked upon the Russians as really goodhearted
people who were misunderstood by the world, He said tmt Hatoyama was personally
too complacent in his thinking towards the Soviets, I asked if anything along these
lines had bea discussed in their recent meeting, other than those already reported



in the newspapers, POCAPON said that generally speaking the papers carried

a good report of what went on at the meeting insofar as they were permitted
to attend, however, FOCAPON said that the did have a few minutes of very
private conversation with HATOYAMA, HATOYAMA had enjoined POCAPON not to
reveal the contents of this portion of the meeting to anyons and FOCAPON asked
me not to tell anyone eithers The contents were as follows: POGAPON alleges
that be questioned EATOYAMA as to the advisabilitk of and or desirability of
conduoting negotiations with the Soviets in June, POCAPON said that he strongly
differed in viewpoint with HATOYAMA A as to the facility with which these
peace negotiations could be arried oute POCAPON said that ke told HATOYAMA
that he felt JAPAN stood to lose much more than she could gain in the nego~-
tiationse HATOYAMA, in rebuttal to these remarks, is alleged to have told
POCAPCON that the HATOYAMA cabinet was in touch with certain high level sources
on the American Side whose names he could not mentlion to POCAPON who were
sware of the moves and aims of the HATOYAMA cabinet with respect to the
Japanese~Soviat nsgotiations, HATOYAMA is then alleged to have contined by
saying that in order to be successful in these negotiations it was nacessarfy
that the conservatives put up a unified platform with respect to foreign
policy, POCARH then turnmed to the subject of a trip to the US this year if
he could get away.

1. POGAPON said that in order to be better informed s8s to the actual
progress and change wrought in the America that he knew during his ASAHI
newspaper days and now he wanted very much to go to the U.5, soon. BHe said
that without first hand knowledge of the U.S, it was impossible to really
get down to serious talldnge FPOCAPON said he thought that if things went
well he might like to go in the fall and travel around a bit rather than stay
in Washington for the entire time he bad to stay there, He siad that without
the ground floor vision it was hard to make any accurate estimation of the
general situation, To illustrate this podnt he said that during the days he
was Chief Cabinet secretary and deputy prime minister under YOSHIDA he was
more directly aware of what was going on than he is now as head of the Liberal
Party, He said that the higher one got the less defails he vas able to get
out of his subordinatess He deplored the Japsnese feeling of trying to keep
the petty things from coming to the attention of the higher authorities.

He said that it was refreshing to be able to talk with someone such as

muself because I did not color my statements, I told him that this was only
because I did not really kmow how to act or talk in the presence of important
people and I was really probably too blunt and not subordinate snoughe POCAFON
said not to be worried sbout manners since thd meat was the important thing.

15, Nakano who was sitting in the aisle seat next to me had doszed off
to sleep, Glancing over my chest POCAPON suggested that if I had £ilm in
my camera I ought to take a picture, If it turned out well he asked to have an
enlarged copy which he said he would send to Nakano's wife indicating to her a8 a joke




.—————— e

- .

SpepeET

this was an example of how stremously Nekeno worked, I took the picture and

e

.got some of POCAPON, After Nakano awoke I told him what I had done, By this

time POCAPON had gone to sleep so at NAKANO's urging I took a picture of POCAPON
dozing in his chair (probably the only pioture of its kind)

16, Assisted by a strong tell wlnd we arrived at Hanada at 1630 hours
Pl May . A group of about 20 people had cume to the alrport to see POGAFPON,

" After a hrief exchange of farewells POCAPON got into his vehicle and departed.
" I reclaimed my bags and proceeded on to my quarters,
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