" the events prior o the Geatn of Mr. Oison from ie. The following is

4 December 1553

Yerorandun for: Genc:al_bounsel

‘Subject: Observations on Mr. Frank Olson from 24 November : - -
through 27 iioverber 19)3 . - :
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1. T urderstend that in connection with the subdnis i01 of
e clein to hnc Larccu of Fopleyses Cerrensation, you wish o report on

sutrzitted for your records. .

2. I saw ¥r. Olcon in the ccmpeny of Dr. Leshbrook and
Colonal Ruwet in ry office in flew Yerz Citv, 133 East 53¢h Siract.
unierstodi that bhe had benn azitated for scme tire erid that he had been
rzking statanrments which 9**""rcd to te confused., T was acked to roie
- further odsurver{ons so thzt nrepor ‘{rent=ent, for Mr. Olson could be
instituted for Mr. Olson if any treetment wes comsidered nccessary.
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3. On Tuzsday, 2l Xove~ber 1G53, convarss tions wvere heeun -
vhich centered ininly on cur cerlier ractin~s durirs the war i{n 165k ’
end 1%45. M2ry oléer interssts were 1o cnlli=d, We discusscd conctrue-
tion of c£es racsks, Tiltretlicn prodlezs, cur ntiitiiics towards rritual
-frierds, end raw things vhich vere most pertinont st thet time. Our
conversation &% this point vas on & socield level in vhich ih2 ratient
had, contrery to his lster eititudes, cn excellont feelinz end memory
for neconle, ev: ts und realictic espzets of these recple and events.

He did show a2t nhe wes urder ctrain bLir his.mennerizsms but at no tire
durinz his rinar" cexvernnticn dié he epnear to be definitely cut of
touch vith reslizy. Br. Lo noreosk and Colonel Ruwet 1oft the office

1os and oft
"and I speni ehcut one hour alens with M-, Clson. . As soon as these
gentlemen left, he showed grester anxietv ebout his sense of irzdzquacy
.with rasticulzr reference to the scientific verforrence of hiis duties.
He was obsessed with the {dca thet his memory wes poor, that nis vork
vas iredeguate, and that he ves failins 45 live up “o ekpectetions of
his femily erd frierds. He menticnei thet he vas dichonest becesusa he
bad been retired frem the Lny for en ulcer and chewed B certain omcurt
of unreslistic tut n°V°rtHeless enticipated mwilt feelings about tel ing
retirezent pay. I ctternted 40 confism what I had heara that an experi-
menty had been perfornmed eqnec*ally to trap nim the precedinz veek but
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he coohesized thet his present preblen did rot loy dn that erea end thet

}

his prodlem ves his owa e2iiily to 1ive vp to his cm consept of wvhat his

perforrnnce of his duties chould be and his iredility to etinfn the ner-

fections navessitetsd Ty the no2eds of his verite le, himself, rointed cat
that vhen he vas askhed to tehe over zore resgonsitilisy end heed up & -

vision Le refusel end went inco a stete o canice feeling thet ke could

‘herdly, vith his own greving fe2lings of inadejuacy in his vork, take over

more responsibilily. . . .

k. That eveninz, in order to.kcepn in contact with him erd ‘o
accunulecie more érte, I went to the hotel azd spont from 10:30 to 11:30
with }=. Olzon, Dr, Lz2shbrock end Colonel ruvet. Lredin, Mr. Olcca ap-
pcarci to raintein en exczllent relaticnzhip with al) of us. Althouz:h

epprencnsive he enparently was rmaich celmer end after a strictly social
diccussion setd o3 I deft, "Ycu kzew, I foo) a lot betier. Tris {s vhat
I have been edinj.' . v :

-~

5. The naxt dey lr. Clgon spont an hour vith me in vhich ba
agedn eonezred agitntzd. Taeve was rexcated discucsien of his ecincern
_with the quality of his vori, his ruilt cn bvin; retired frem the Ay
“for on wvlcer, end his relesce of clacsified irformntion. Pe safd thet
he hod had these feelings for ¢ very long tine end that they hed nct
started 4the week before vhen he perticirnled in en exgerirent end thet,
irdeci, in March of 1953 his wife thouthi trhat he wes so deprecsed and
agitztcd that she theuzht thet ke stould s2e o docter. YHe zrid thel
he hai veen slecerninz voorly sinon March of 1652 end omnlificd nis diffs
cultics with regard to poor nimsry ead pcor'w:rk. Kowever, I could nc:
harricrize what he scid ebout his fod nerformance with the rtiitude of his
supériors sirce he hnd teen offered a divisicn. Lor did this check wisth
reovested gusstioning of past events. I azsin atterpled to cet further
inforra*icn ip rezerd to his feslirgs of parceeution tut st no time di2
he spezk of anyone tut with the hichiest re=ard for both friends ani
fanilj. Ee stated explieltly that o vished 40 g0 toeX hene end thet
arrangements. had rteen rede. I faw no wey in whicn this cculd be pre-.

vented but plans were mede for his return end further discussion.
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6. Iu erst*ud that on his way hom2 he became egitated, very
confuued -ond insit ‘cﬁ on coming back to see re. He errived in ry Huni-

ington cffice about, four o'clocit and this tine the pcnt-nn feelinzs whick
he hﬂd successfully ni

connected with his teliefl that the CIA group hzd been putiing scmethirg

. . . .- . L L ed e

nidden turast out .in the greetesct deteil. The patient ...
- explicitly stated that ke hed long felt thet his inability to slcep vas




34ke benzzdrine in his coffce et nirht to keep him awexe; thet he hed |
heerd voices the nicht tefore tellizs ninm to throw owey his valles
history ncw crystallized irto & defini4e form i ve ecccdt what he
tkat he hed tean deluacsional at leest for weexs, prodndly rmenths, bt

s

2t thet
he had »ecen sble to crerate Inirly well except in certain crices such es
beinz offcred more responsibility in taking cover the dlvisicn, .

. T. The diecnosis wes quite-clenr of a niychotic stste
which sesmed to have been crystnllized by on exrerirment ia vhich Mo,
Olson participated the preciding veek, eunavently oz 8 Taurtdsy, e
felt that his feelinss during the experimont vere 1iZe those of bhelinz
vhelred by e rouniain wvery ra:ch the sase es he relt when he hod to telte

A At

over & row responsibility. Since the experiresnt he felt thzt he was zot

able to dezl with his work as voll as he hed defere enl elizcush he rer-
sonally ccasidered the exmerirent to be umrelatsd to his brzic nprodlec
“he hes revertrolocs felt wvorse since, end that the exporimezt mighs hzve
-4ntensified rmeny of his prodlens.
8. With thiz inforvntion I.reccrrezied honpitalization at
once erd cn Friday morniwg, ilovasher 27, I, 0licn, Dr. Lashbrooi, anil
I aiccussed in some dcteil the choice of hespit:l. lr. Olscn thousht
that he would lile to be near home andl for-this reeron o mental fnctiiv-
tion near Yeshinston vas chosen nrd e room was reservedis  Zo€ herpftnl

over-

could not teiie Mr. Olzon that doy and arrongesz:nts vere made for hespitali-

zation the nrext rorning.

. CO:CLLSICH

Mr. Olscn ves in e psrchotic stete siten hospiinlizntion wns -
. @écided wron with delusicns of pevrsecntion. Tizre are two cspects in
regard to thée relationship to the werit.in which: e vas ergered. It is
well known that it is an oceepuiicnal heaard tomentel stablilty to be .
doing the typeo of work ceonnociced vith his dutics.: Cuilt feelings ere
well known to occur to a greezer or less extort. Surncrirncsed on these
guilt Teelinzs which are certairdy an cecuzaticinl heard s his yrorii-
cipation in an experiens vherein he felt thet tany of his feclires ta-

cane overvheirinz. It 4s well kuocwn that rany iuss proluce this =20rzct,

For examdple, I nhave hed a vatient of minc recenly atzempt suiside of-er

takinz one cursule of llembutel. A censule of jizmtutsl conteins cne arns
one-holf greins. This is a therazsutic dose viich is taken by thousezis
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of pcople drily yet this maticnt's perzonelity structure ves gso crientel
thet onc dose ofr thiu ratericl tofen by thouscrds of p2ople deily wes
sufficient t5 have her reach for the box which che d42. Forvunntely,
her hustand ves present and cnused her o vemdt up the corsules., It ds

certninly concoivadle ond certzinly eannct be excludsd that ¥y, 0lean's
particinziion In en ciperiment in which e ermg was eizinistered conld
in Just the some uny precipitate a crisis vhich vouldd upset the rante
processes £0 that ¢izoriertaticn ond the lzck cf neniel functienirg mitht
be preoiuzed wi th the results reaifiy obeervad, - In this conrectlica it nesg
-been ry cupezrience that certnin indlividunis - no, ir an experincontol) situva-
tioa mey e "iven no drug whatsoever, yect chow great sympiens of znxiet:s
and confusion. : . :
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