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SUBJECT: BSecurity Review of TEAM Operations

BACKGROUND

1. TEAM, composed of five membera » vas infiltrated overland into Albania
on 23 September 1952. Its principal mission ves to establish & suitable
winter W/T base in the Tresove areas and to contact registance leaders in
their srea of operations. The TEAM was detected by an Albanian patrol
ghortly after infiltration and forced to retreat. Two membere of the
Albanian patrol were killed in the enguing gun battle, but all members of
TEAK successfully exfiltre.’oed to Greece,

On 3 October 1952, the same five-man teanm successfully infiltrated into
Albania and reached its operational area without mishap. TRAM was unable
to find suitable quarters for the W/T set, but wes able to cantact various
regigstance leaders who placed themgelves at TEAM'e dieposal. TEAN success-
fully exfiltrated on 13 Fovember 1952, bringing out OB informstion and
intelligence pertinent to its mission requirements.

TEAM remained inactive until August 1953 when sgain it was reactivated

and dispatched to northern Greece for infiltration into Albanis. This
mission was substantially the same as the previous year's but with the
following edditions: a) to attempt to determine the fate of Iden * (Apple/3)
and to assist in the exfiltration of Iden® (Apple/2); and b) to attempt to
set up an B & E net. TEAM infiltrated overland into Albania on 10 August 1953
but was ambushed at the border two hours later. Two teanm members exfil-
trated in good order and without mishap on the same day. On 17 August the
remainder of TEAM exfiltrated with no casualties. TEAM loet one rucksack '

in the process of retreating to safety. o

On T September 1953 TEAM successfully infiltrated the target area. The
tean repnewed many of its 1952 contacte and esteblished new onea. TEAM,
howvever, was betrayed by one of its local contacts and was subsequently
ambusbed. All team members eventual ly nensged to cross into Greece, but
es a vhole, in poor physical condition.

PERSONREL

- 2. The following is a list of the personnel involved in this operation
and the princilipal roles they played:
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Steff Personnel involved in 1952 TEAM Opexfation:
T - Field Chief of OBOPUS project.
C _] - Operations Officer: inatructed in reporting
techniques; gave security, general and final

triefings.
-« Asglgtant QOperations Officer: imtructed in
message writing and nporting, agsisted in the
: : general briefing.
—— ,j .. = Redio Training Officer: gave all comxo ine
» structions and commo briefing; conducted commo
_ j - Bupport Officer: sssisted in giving instructions
' ' : ~ in mep reeding, compess, field problems, and hiking,
= Pplus performing general support duties.
J « Training Officer: gave instructions in map reed-~
ing, compags, field hygiene, end weapons; assisted

C
C
C
C in field work.
C
C

rn
L

. D . - Bupport Officer: essisted in field problems;
' handled household support duties; assisted in
J ' equipping. '
-~ Commo Operations Qfﬁeer: conducted final commo
briefing.
« Commo Qperations Officer: assisted in final
comzo briefing. :

‘Btaff Personnel involved in 1953 TEAM Operstion;

C | - Field Chief External Operations.
T - - Field Chief of GBOPUS project.
C, - Qperations Officer: gave security and final
. briefing; instructed in message writing, report-
: ing, and reception comuittee procedure.
C : j - Training Officer: gave instructions in mep
—. reading, cempess, first aid, hiking field
hygiene, and weepons.
Q J - Redio Training Officer: gave all commo instructions,
conducted commo field problems, and assisted in
J the final commo briefing.
E . - Training Officer: assisted in field problems and in
C

7 - BUBIBRIRE 9882 . essisted in field problems;
carried out general support functions, and was
responsible for equipping the team.
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- I - Support Officer: assisted in weapons train-
ing and field activities; acted as conducting
officar £or tho toiv 40 ko bordor,
r 3 - Commo Operations Officer: conducted finsl commo
. ‘briefing.
T 1 « Comno QOperstions Officer: assisted in the final
comno briefing. :
Agente: _
AIRWISE = Agent and leader of Team. Operationel clearance
. granted 17 July 1952,
RNDOLLAR - Agent end W/T operator. Operatione.l clearance
' granted 26 October 1950. '
AIRBRAKE - Agent. Operational clearance granted 1k Dec 1952.
AIRBRED - Agent. Operational clearance granted 1% Fov 1952.-
AIRBORNE - Agent. Operational clearsnce grauted 6 Oct 1952.
AIBASH - Guide. Operstional cleasrance graoted 12 Aug 1953.
AIRSPRAY - Gume. Operational clearance granted 20 July 1953.

a. AIRV]BEm first pichsdupbythemrcxs in 1949 end used by them

in the THUNDERSTORM operations. Upon terminstion of this operation sub-

Ject was allowed to move to the village of Menidhi. Subject was recommended
- for operations to KUBARK Ly RNPUI'LOG., After locsl treces and headquarters

checks were made, subject was ellowed to live in Menidbi until celled up

for use in the APPIE operation as & guide. When subject returned from

this operation he volunteered to lead s mission to the Malig-Pogredec

area where he believed he would be sble to establish & permanent W/T base.

Consequantly, he wes sgain maintained on the OBOPUS peyroll while living

in Nenidhi until calleduptoactas the leader of the TEAM.

b. RRDOLLAR vas a member of JBPARSON and wes recruited there im 1950 by
the Militery Junta (Military leaders in HTREIGH) and wag sent to Wagness
Estate where he received his VW/T and other operational training. He was
transferred to Athens in the summer of 1951 for infiltration during that
operational season. When the remainder of the 1951 operations were calle
ed off due to the faillure of previous teems to contact the base by redio,
Subject was held in the Parm training gite with about 15 or 17 other
sgents, most of wvhom were sent to JBPARSON about January 1952 ur:til other
arrangementg could be made for their housing.

The Fa.rm training eite was approximately 10 miles i’roun Athens, in the lightly
populeted area of Voula. The training area was epproximetely 125 yards
long and 45 yerds wide. The ares wes completely surrounded by e 4 foot
high wire fence (heavy duty type). The frontand sides of the site vere
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shielded by closely placed cedar trees about 30 feet in height., The
enclosed aree contained three houses; (1) the main house where agents

- vt el 'O\ o anfnvv' kmwln bofoioa 80 vrmend 'lsn\--l-u' D dete JJ..-& ool d wte

had a gerage and kitchen attached and was used by the training officers

as living quarters; and (3) a third house situated about 15 yards behind
the second. This house consisted of two roomg. It was used by the care.
taker and his wife who were KUBARK-cleared personnel. The house was rented
by [ _—1 who passed as a Svwise businessman who
desired to use the location for himgelf and his friends. As far as the
caretaker and his wife were concerned, the guests (agents) were Brazilian
fyiends of ~2 who came to Greece for business and rest. At no
tine during the period that OBOPUS used the area did the owner vigit the
area without first calling ([ A\ friend, iy
being accompanied to the area by him, andonly during thoge perioas whan :
no egents were being kept in the area. The Farm wes given up upon the
termination of the lease in December 1952.

In December 1951 RKDOLMR ves placed in s hotel until suitable manaementa
could be made to continue his W/T training. BSubject vas moved to the
Kifissia House #1 and was held there for his training until be was moved
‘to the Ranch training ervee for his final operational treining. (See sec-
tion 3, Training, for a description of the Ranch area.) With respect ,to
Kifiesia House #1, it was picked in conjunction with the responsible commo
training officer. The house was situated about 15 miles from Athens in a
1lightly populated area. The house contained a besement with three rooms and
a main floor with four roome. The basesment was occupied by an elderly . -
women who was related in some way to the owner. Because KNDOLLAR had a ™
8004 command of the Italian language be introduced himself to the woman as
being an Itelian. The woman vas cleared by the GREEK IS. To our best
knowledge she was never told of his comnection with the Americans and we
believe that he maintained good security throughout his stey at this house.
The commo training officer also spoke Italian so it was felt that some de-
gree of language security was maintained while training was conducted at
that house. Subject was allowed to leave the ares tmaccowan:l.ad during *
those times vhen be wvas not actually etudying,

c. AIRBRAKE is the brother of AIRWISE. He was originally employed by
the Greeks in the THUNDERSTORM operationg end was recammended by his
brother for use in this operation. Subject was allowed to live et his
home in Memidhi until final arrangements were made for this operation.
Sublect was then moved in the company of the other teem members from
Menidhi to the Reanch.
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d. AIRBRED was recommended for this operation by AIRWISE. Subaect
had been employed by the GREEK IS in the THUNDERETORM operations in
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from the time he was recruited until. training began for the operation.
Subject was then moved from the area of Menidhi to the. Ra.nch training
site. .

. e, AIRBORNE was recomcnded for this cperation by AIRWISE. Sub.‘}ect
. veg o former wmember of the THUNDERSTORM operations run during the
1949-1950 seasons. Bubject lived at his home in Menidhi umtil called
up for training in regards to this operation. Subject was then moved
along with the remaining members of the team to the Ranch training site.

£. AIBASK wes first recommended for opersticns as a guide by AIRWISE.
Subject was interviewed by [ ) and [ -
After locsl traces and headquarters clearances had been received sub-
Ject vas hired and allowed to live in Athens until called up for this
operation.

Training and Briefing:

3. On 12 September 1952 TEAN, composed of AIRWISE, mw.m AIRBRARE,
Amm,andammm,musenmmdamedtomomRanehsafeo
house for treining and briefing. The team members living in Menidhi were
picked up at a pre-axrranged spot outside the tomn by . -3
andtranaportea tothe Ranchatbeinapamltmck ,

The Ranch training site vas about seven miles from Athens. The area was
approximately 75 yards long and 50 yards wide, It was fenced in on all
@ldes by a heavy duty type wire. The front side was shielded by trees and
bushed which rose to a height of 15 feet. In the enclosed srea were three
small houses; (1) a house by the main gate used to quarter the caretaker
and also used as a dining room for the agents; (2) a second house about ten
yards to the rear of the first house was used for clessrooms and for gtorage
of C rations and other supplies; and (3) & main house eituated in the middle
of the ares used by the sgents as gleeping quarters. The location of thie

- house was far fram ideal because several houses were near by, but it satipge
Tied enough of the field's training requirements to Justify its use. The
Ranch wag situated at the end of a seldom-used street which led to a small
range of hills. The area behind the Ranch was unad for field problems,
forced marchea, end a# a firing area.

The field took the following steps 1o ingure the security of the training
area;

a. Prohibited movements of agenta outgide the grounds unless accompanied
by & training officer, ..
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- b. Limited the cars that entered the area. _
c. Limited the humber of officers who had contact with the team.
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e. - Briefed agents so that they were able to anmr any unexpected
inquiries intelligently.

f. Hed the cese officer make spot checks of the training area in the
evening to insure that none of the agenta were outside the limitc
of the a.rea.

TEAN members participnted in an B-Gay training course which consisted of:
map end compsss problems; firing, essembling and disassembling of weapons;
daily marches overland in mountainous areas cerrying field equipment; sur-

~ vival problemsg; first aid and field hygiene; use of concentrated rations;

getting up and operating a radio get in the field and establishing contact
with base; a general review of types of intelligence of particular interest

" to base; problems in obeervation:and intelligence reporting; and selections

of D/z'a for body snd supply drops.

A geperal brisfing was given to TEAM over e two-day period, bringing the team
up to date on the present condition within Albania. Bpecial attention was

 given to border crossing, gince TEAM wes infiltrating without e guide. The

code name "TEAM" was given for use as & pagsword only in the event of re-
crosging into Greece; any rumners gent out would uge "TEAM EPECIAL" as code.
Team members were issued identity and HTNEIGH caxds, using aliages. In the
event no rajio contact vas made within 10 days, TEAN was to send runners to
the base with information on drop dates axd D/2Z.. A Field diepatch indiceted
thet TEAM vas in exoellent physical condition and morale was extremely high.

uisaion
k. TEAM's mission was: (&) to establish a vinter w/m base in the area of

-Tresove; (‘o) to conduct recominissence and determine conditions within Albanie;

(c¢) to eend out intsliigence by W/T; and (d4) to contect resistance leaders
in the ares of operations. TEAM leader, AIRVISE, would attempt to contact
Iden 4 to determine what aaaistancenkla Korce net could give to TRAM.
Traces were run by the field on Iden® but no informstion wes found in the
Athens 8tation files. TEAM was instructed to establish radio contact with

. base lmmedietely upon clearing the border area within Albenia, In addition,
. TEAM was instructed not to remain intact throughout the winter months. The

lsader, W/T operstor, snd ome other tean member were to gtay in the country,
the remaining two members were to exfiltrate to (reece.

On 22 September 1952, upon completion of their training, the five-man team

.weg moved out of the Ranch training area by means of s weapong-carrier. TEAM

was delivered to the Athens airport approximstely one hour before military
pergomnel reported for work go that the loading of the aircraft could be
carried out with as fev people present as possible. At 0730 hours the C-l7
aircraft carrying TEAM, with C TN and A a8
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. conducting officers, took off for the flight to the Kastoris airfield.
The group wes met at the ailrdrome by one of the GREEK IS border officers
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city limite of Kestoria. After the current border situation hed been re-
viewed and the latest information received from the Greek border units on
activity around the aree of infiltration, TEAM was turned over to the GREER

Is for transportation to the border area. TEAM, accompanied by the border
officer and five ermed soldiers, was moved to the border outpost at Kala-
vichta by wespons-carrier. TEAM wag held st this outpost until the hours

of darkness end then allowed to make its penmatration of the Alvanien main-
land on foot. Its imuediate destination was the general area of Tresove.

In addition to the Greek border officer and the five goldiers mentioned

above, sll of the men at the Greek border outpost were able to eee the teanm
rembers; however, they were not allowed to talk to them or have any contact
with them whatecever. (The security hazard that exists at the outpost is

of course serious, because st times there have been men from the Greek

border unit who have gone over to the Albaniens. However, this has been

an exception rather than the rule., It is impossible to avoid having the .
teem come in contact with members of the border unit on overland infiltrations.).

TEAM was not accompanied by a guide during the border crossing due to the
inability of GADVENI's office to supply one st this time. TEAM's journey
was unhampered until three howrs after the infiltration, when TEAM was -
detected and chellenged by an Albanian patrol of unknown size in the aree
below Bilisht. PFiring commenced immediately and lmsted for an hour and a
half until TEAM reached the safety of the frontier.

- Immediately after the outbreak, seven vehicles were seen by the TEAM coming
from Tresova, beading for the troubled area. According to a field dispatch,
this fact wes confirmed by Greek authorities; however, the field suggested

- it wes unlikely that the vehicles were dispatched as a result of the outbreak,
due to the large number of wvehicles involved.

During the fight, although two members of the Albanian patrol were killed,
TRAM suffered no serious injuries. AIRWISE suffered gng miflor cute which

wvere treeted by Greek authorities, However, TEAM los per cent of ite
personel equipment, including the radiv set. According to TEAM, the loss

of the RS-5 could not have been avoided. RNDOLLAR, tbe W/T operator, re-
ported that a fire grenade hit his raedio bag, forcing him to throw the
rucksack containing the radio and other equipment into a ditch which lay
a short distance from the spot where the bag had been hit. Equipment lost
in the rucksack included personal clothing, toilet articles, a rifle,
writing pads, pencile, cipher pads, three batteries, cigarettey tobacco,
and food, The signal plan was destroyed by the W/T operator, who tore it
into small bits and dispersed it piece-mesl over the exfiltration route.
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The field suggested the followving possibilities to account for the presence
of an Albanlan patrol; -‘e.) word leaked out that an infiltration was to be
effocued L Uil area; Uy 1ousul arsedue L LUv geusral 6res cuutied Alvsnisu
authorities to increase their activities; and ¢) a supply depot of aome
type may be in the vicinity and this would poasibly explain the question
of vehicle movements. The field further indicated that it was significant
that TEAM met opposition further inside Albanie than the usual fronmtier
zone and thet the enemy used amoke and fire grenandes. Use of the latter
rather than fragmentation grenades may have bteen indicative of patrol
maneuvers in the area. Futhermore, field stated that the successful ex-
filtration of TEAM wes sttributed to the quality of the teem and AIRWISE's
excellent leadership. “

TRAMS ‘¢ morale was high, the general condition was good, and the team was
determined to cerry on. Accordingly, TEAM was re-outfitted st Kastoris

with a new set of crypto pads, crystels, RS-5 railo equipment and signal

plen, all of vhich vere rushed to northern Greece by plane on 27 September 1952.
Plaus were formulsted with Greek authorities to reinfiltrate TEAM on or

. about 2 October 1952. GREEX IS participstion in the operstion et this stage
was linited to supplying transportation to and from the border. They were

not present during the debriefing or re-~equipping of the team,

6. On the night of 3-4 October 1952, the same 5-member TEAM was infiltrsted
into Albania. On 9 October, bese estadlished W/ contect with TEAM and the
lstter reported that it was located beyond the border gone and was proceede
ing northward. . Although the field had not expected that e guide would be
availeble to TEAM at this time, AIRSPRAY served as guide, a fact which field
learned efter the event. AIRSPRAY had been provided by the GRERK IS after
TEAM hed been turned over to the latter by our case officers for infiltration
support. AIRSPRAY separated from TEAM and returned to Greece, reporting back
‘directly to the Greek border umiti for whom he worked, after completing his
c¢rope~border guiding duties. 8Bince then he has been placed by the Greeks on
one of the Greek islande; ostensibly ea a security risk. Actually he is
believed by the field to have been so placed to prevent his working for
KUBARK, inasmuch aa he hed expressed & desire to work exclusively for KUBARK.

Contacts were aubceqmntly made between TEAM and base on 11 and 14 Octoher, and
TEAM indiceted thet it ves proceeding to its erea of operation where it was

to set up & permansnt W/T bagse. On 20 October, TEAM releyed a W/T message
vhich indicated that the team was with friends and ita work was progressing
well.

7. TEAM exfiltrated in good order to Greece at 1400 hours 13 November 1952.
TEAM was forced to exfiltrate due to the lack of suitable winter quarteras
for the radio installation , and also to difficulty encountered in making
contacts with base,
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During the period 13-18 November TEAM was beld et the GREEK IS eafe house
where they had been taken by weapom-carrier from the border. The delay
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. the GREEK IS of the team's safe arrival and secondly to weather prevente
ing our aircraft from flying to the Kastoria airfield.

TEAM mma to ‘Athens for debriefing on 18 November 1952.
8. Highlights of TEBAM's operations:

a. TEAM received informstion from one of its sources that the Albanien:
Government was preparing for war and that material was being moved
to more defensible depots outside towns;

b. TEAM acquired 0B information;

¢. "host forces apparently made up 8 group which posed as a nationalist
agent team a.nd uucceeded in identifying one of TEAM's bases in Krushove."

Field monthly survey report, dated 17 November 1952] Field is requested
0 clarify and forward detailed informstion on the ebove point (c.).

TEAM had 200 adherents in tbe Gore area, all in need of wespons and eammunie-
tion, but ready to take to the mountains or exfiltrate to Greece. TEAM was
adviged to prevent eny mass defection, as time and weather were not right.
In the debriefing, TEAM reported that ite net was secure since each of the
individuels listed belov vas countacted separately and wes not informed of
other contacts. The leaders m reported willing to undertake overt action
within a 2% hour's notice.

TEAM reported the following contacts in Albania;

Idenity 5 « employed at Maliq Sugar factory.
L - Army captain studying in Tirana.
7 - Medical officer.
'8 « Police captain; supplied TEAM with informetion. :
9 - Can reise 60 men; TEAM lived at his home between 11-16
- October and l«5 Novenmber.
v =~ Can reise 17 men; supplied TEAM with food and information.
- 11. - Cen raige 16 men; aided TEAM with food.
- Can 2'&1'3 35 men.
13 - Cen raise 40 men. '
-~ Can raige 22 men; TEAM lived at his home between 5-10
November.
- Can raise a Large unspecified group in the event of open
conflict.

E]

5
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TEAM in eddition reported that Identities 16, 17, 18, 19 with whom TEAM had
bad only indirect contact, could raise e force of men in the event of open
conflict. Traces were run on all names reported by TEAM with negative results.
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All poseible informstion on contacts was obtained during the debriefing,

but in most cases TEAM members were only able to give the name of the
fnddwidunle end dhadw +mn~ B n'h'u-'!ng'l Rnum‘w&vﬂo\n and arme dn@ovmotian

- -y

as to what aid they had giventheve.rim team members in the paat.

The field made this observetion regarding TEAM's comtacts, "If the loyalty -
of TEAM's contacts were questionsble, numerous opportunitiew exigted for
them to msake TEAN's presence known to the govermnment."” The field was satis~
fied with the performace of TEAM, the m::ma:tim gathered, and the catab-
lished net,

At the end of the dehrieﬂng the T_EAM memhere were releaged and were allowed
to live in Menidhi until preparations were made to reinfiltrate the team in
1953. During this period each man was given expense money in accordance with
the provision of hig contract. During the periods vhen TEAM members were
inactive they were under survaliance by the Aliens Office. In additiom,

they were required to be availeble for caseofficer visite at two prearranged
periods each day.

9. By August 1953, the game S-membexr TEAM was reudy for re-infiltratim into
Albania. Its miseion was to be: &) to comtact resistence leaders in the
area of operations; b; to conduct reconnaissance and determine conditions
within the country; ¢) to aend out intelligence by W/T; d) to attempt to
eatablishea winter W/T base within Albania; e) to locate D/Z's for personnel
and supply drops; £) to attempt to extend the net develaped in 1952; and g)
to attempt to set up & chain of persons from the border to the area of
Operationa vhich could be used for en‘babliﬁhmnt of an E & E net.

TEAM vas also to attem,pt to determine the true fate of Identity 1l and Iu‘b-
sequently link up with Identity 2. The latter, still operating in Albania,
- would then be exfiltrated through TEAM, once TEAM hed established itself in
its operationsl area. This plan was considered to be the most practicable
since TEAM vas to operate within contact distance of Identity 2 and TEAM
leader know the leader and perscnnel of Identity 2.

cmm' ‘Though guch a plan weg to be used onlyinthe event that no
other means were availebls to the field for making some contact
with Identities 1 and 2, it would appear to have been undegirable

_ to have indstructed TEAM to attempt such contacts $iven the
questionable operational higtory of Identities 1 and 2,

10, TEAM was brought to the Ranch training gsite in the letter part of July

1953 from its members' various pleces of residence and given two weeks of
refresher training consieting of: map and compass prodblems; firing, essembl-
ing, and dissssembling of weapons; marches overland in mountainous arcaes
carrying field equipment; firet aif; use of concentrated rations; setting up

and operating the radio set in the field and establishing contact with base.

In addition the TEAM was given & thorough review of the preparation of D/Z'e

for dropa, setting up of reception committees, and storing of arms and equipment.
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TEAM menbers were briefed on the genéral conditions in their area of
operations, and all essential operational information gathered by Identity
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riging in its area and wag informed that no derogatory propsganda should

be pessed out regarding other HINEIGH teams. TEAM wes briefed to collect
all information regarding military units, Sigwrimi, security patrols,
econonic conditions, general unrest among the populstion, identification

of supply depots with exsct locations, and defection possibilities. In

the event that some high-level personage desired to lesve the country,

TEAM was instructed to break up and two members were to escort the defector.
The code name for exfiltration wes "TEAM" and anyone crosging as & result
of contact with the team would use "TEAM BPECIAL", if unaccompenied by any
tean menber.

11. On 12 August 1953 the same S-member mm was dispatched in the same
manner as in 1952 (see Section 5) to the northern Greek frontier area.
TEAN infiltrated into Albania overland without a guide on the night of
16-17 Auguet 1953. TEAM was ambushed at the border two hours later but
exfiltrated without any casuslties, in good order end with high morsale;
however, one rucksack containing non-compronising personal equipment was
lost. Fleld 1s requested to forward all significent details on the am-
bugh incident. After this sborted attempt, TEAM members were yetwrned to
the Athens srea vhere they were debriefed by the Operationa Section. New
plans were formulated for the second infiltration ettempt, and while mting
for the end of the moon period, TEAN vas given a refyesher cowrse at the
Ranch site in map, compass, phyuca). training first ald, message writing,
reporting, end weapons.

12. TEAM left the Athens srea for the -border erea on i September 1953 and
vas guccegsfully infiltrated into Albania without & guide on the night of
7-8 September. The same transportation and infiltration system described
in Section 5 wag used. The Greek unit remained in the general area for
approximately three hours to ensure that ell necegsery nuyport would ‘ne
afforded the tean.

TEAM's contacta on this lest miseion, elong with TEAM'S comments on esch
contact vere as followa:

» "Many of the persons listed in Pere 3 of [ _{2145".

| - of identition B35 ol hen can ratse
Jdentity 21 éagorce ed up i men, Eﬁ:ﬁ?

ormer gupplied team with food
and information,

Identity 23 - Can raise 30 men.
" 24, < Bu { lied TEAM with information and cooperation.
" 25 - Vi
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AIRBORKNE '¢ wife - Supplied TEAM with food and acted =B a

contact for TEAM. -
Wife of Ydentitw 05 - Azted oo o sontoot for TEAM,
Identity 9 - (Gave pervices to TEAM and information on
: travel, _

Iden‘bity 19 - Asgigted TEAM and supplied informstion.

- Leader of s 200-men force.
" 28 - Supplied TEAM with tobacco and bread.
29 - Bupplied TEAM with food and lek,
30 ~ Supplied TEAM with food.
31 - Contracted for the purpose of procuring lek.
32 - Of past service to TEANM.
33 - Of past service to TEAM,

- Provided food and care for AIRBRAKE during
latter's 1llness.

1:3331

Traces were run on all names of contacts reported by TEAM with negative

COMMENT: The procedure followed throughout the operation, 3.e. of
running a post-mission debriefing of TEAM for contacts made,
and thea running tracee on same, does not seem to have been
operationally desirable. If a team was sufficiently debriefed
on its potential contacts before a mission, 8o that both field
and Headquarters' traces could be run, operationsl security
would probably be enhanced. If a team had no potentisl con-
tacte, but was relying on contacts supplied by the field, this
procedure, of course, would not be applicable. It ig recog-
nized elso that when operational exigencies do not allow suf-
ficlent time for such treces, the operation may have to go
ahead without the benefit of such CE support.

TEAM Batz;g{al by Identity 29 and the Ambush

13. 8 firat contact with Identity 29 on this infiltration mission,
l.ar:e on 28 September 1953. Identity 29 inquired if he and AIRSLACK'e
wife f AIRSLACK was & rember of Identity 20) could eccompeny the teem to

Greece when the lstter was ready to exfiltrate. The team': Yeader's reply
vas in the negative insofar as AIRSLACK's wife was concerned and in the

itive for Identity 29 if base approved. Subject then eaked if Identity
gmcauld be offered sssistance in escaping to Oreece, He further inquired
if AIRSLACK was expected to return. The date for the next meeting with
gubject was set for 1l October. ' _

Identity 29 had been contacted by TEAM leader during the periods when he
(TEAM leader) was employed in the THUNIERSTORM operstions. Identity 29
had st that time offered food and other essistance to the team and was
believed to be a gtrong nationa.liat. _How Identity 29 caxe in contact with
AIRSIACK's wife 18 not movn B _
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According to TEAM, Identity 20 was known to Identity BO team but to what
degree is not known. With respect to Identity 29'a bwladge of ‘I'EAM

ot oo e e B o A Sl BY A T et e )
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thing by TEAM about otber contacts or the plan of operation.

Field states that TEAM made numerous contacts and renewed many of its

contacts from the 1952 operation in the Tregova ares during the period

of 28 September - 11 October., Between these dstes, Identity 9 warned

TEAM to avoid contact with Identity 29 but TEAM lesder discounted the

warning because of his past associations with meutity 29 as dlscusged
above,

The planned contact with Identity 29 on 31 October did not take place due
to Identity 29's failure to sppear at the prearranged location.

On 13 October contact was made with Identity 20, after all security pre-
cautions had been taken. Identity 29 stated that he had spotted soldiers
moving in the generel ares but there was no need for worry because he could -
gpee that the team beld a strong position. Identity 29 also ®%ated that he
- would retwrn on 15 October. In this contect and in the subsequent 15 October
contact with Identity 29, TEAM set up guards and look-outs in positions
which would comuand the general area. In addition they arranged that one
member of the team would meet Identity 29 and after blindfolding him, lead
him to the area where the contact was to be mede, TEAM stated during ite
debriefings that they wore certain that no one had followed Identity 20
and throughout the converpation with him two of the team members remained

on guard.

Identity 29'8 knowledge of the ‘beam'a position was that which could have ‘
been gained by anyone through general observation. Identity 29 was allowed
to set the date for the next meeting at each contact because be had to meke
arrangements to get transportetion to Korce and then return. Although this
was not the ideal way for setting up arraneamm , under the circumstances
the team had no slternative.

Identity 29 returmd to TEAM's position at 1100 hours on 15 October. Identity
gﬁg&in agsured the teem it was gafe in ite present position, and that be

~ turn in 3 or 4 days. Between 1200 and 1400 hours, TEAM observed
trucks carrying soldiers, civiliang, and police coming toward their position.
Later that seme dey between 1700 and 1900 hours TEAM was surrounded and
ambushed in the general area of, Trepova. . Am aeparated from the group
and efter three deye vandering ini the' general area, wes able to exfiltrate
into Greece on 19 October., The remainder of TEAM was embushed agailn ci
20 October and AIRWISE became sepersted from the other three. They ex-
filtrated successfully on 20 October, cudl ATRWISE was eble to cross the
Greek border on 21 October. :
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TEAH'® bellef was that Identity 20 was the cause of their betrayal. The
field case officer believes, however, that the team's charge is based on

ol o -..-A.-..&J.—'I ---J‘l-, “““““ ,ﬂ MVmde AD PB b Bdes M, P N TN.. Se> s ave
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the security forces woum heve deployed themselves more effectively and
TEAN would not have been able to eacepe without loss of & man.

The CASE of me AIRASH

k. AJIBASH ves agsigned as a guide to TEAM during the latter's infiltrstion
sttempt on the night of 16-17 August 1953, Bubjlect was assigned to TEAM
upon AIRWISE's request because of AIBASH's familierity with the border epee
end team lesder's feeling that a nev. route was desirable, thus necessitsting
the use of a guide. Although AIBASH had no previous border crossing exw
perience ingofar as ggent cperations were concerned, he claimed to have
cronedtheborderorunpriortothemanddiaplmdamatdeuor
knowledge concerning it. EHowever, AIBASH di4 not accompany the team on the
infiltration attempt for the fol_lowing reasons:

a. Upon reaching the border, AIBASH pretended not to know the propoaed
-, infiltration area.

b. AIBASE told TEAM,and TEAM members in their debrieﬁng confirmed hu
meking of the statement, that he had been promised 40 gold pounds
to take the team across and since he had not received it he would
not guide the team. It ehould be noted that all TEAM meumbers showed
no resction in the LCFLUITER wben asked if ATBASH made the above
statement and resulte were favorable. On the other hand, AIBASH

~ reacted vhen quegtioned about the 40 pounds, (OBOPUS operations
staff had only promised AXBASH his keep when not on operations,
and $50 per month while in Albanis.)

¢. AIBASH told TEAM that 1if captured on his exfiltration he would tall
all he knew conceraning the team. When questioned as to why he would
ellow himself to fell into enemy bandes alive, AIBASH wves tmable to
answer.

d. On the night of 1k August, AIRWISE found 7-8 live rifle shells
gtuck in the ground. According to the field, it is conmon belief
among many. Albsniansg that when a man places live ammunition into
the ground, he is go afreaid that he would not even defend himpelf
with e wveapon. AIRWISE questioned all the team members regarding
this act and 1t veceme evident thet AIBASH was the reeponsible party.

Following the above developmente, AIRWISE left the border sres and handed
AIBASH OWr to the Greek border unit commander at Pilcatit with a note to
- . 1 i explaining loss of courage as the resson for AIBASH'S
action, : :
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AIBASH wms retigned to Athens with TEAM members, tut was seporsted from them
upon arrivel st the Athens sirfield, Subjest was conducted to a detention

eres vhere he wes detriefed and given an ICFIUTTER, AIBASH wes left under
constant guard until his £insl disposition because TEAM was to cttempt rein-
filtration at & later date, MArrengements were made with(— [ office to
place AIBASH on one of the ‘smsll Greek islends under the eontrot of Greek police
authaities and on 18 September AIBASH was shipped to one of the islands,

15, The tesm was ambushed three timsss (1) three hours after en attempted |

inf41ltration without guide on 22 September 1952.;, (2) two hours after an attempted
—Anfiltrotion without guide on the night of 16-17 August 19533 and (3) efter

one end one-half months in the country on 15 Ostobear 1953,

The first two ambushes may heve boen the result of ascldentsl encowrters
with opposition patrals & mey have been dus to farclmovledges there is no
‘sonclusive svidence, Since four of the five men were veterans of the THUNDER
STORM operations and lived in the ssme village vhen not used operationally, they
oould have ccme to the priur ettention of the opposition, perticularly if :
they had been indisarest in their comversations, The fifth man, RNDOILAR,
had lived at the Farm with 15 to 17 sgents in 1951 and thus also was well
known, Both abortive hlack-border erossing attempts were exposed to the
secwrity hazard involved in ell) such attempts, i,e,, price exposure to the
Greck Services and particularly to a Greek barder cutpost (See page 7),

However, the first embush may alse have been due tos (a) inoreased Albanian
activity due to recent errests in the peneral area, ar (b) accidental encomter
with patrol mancuvers in the erea (deduced from the use of smoke end fire ,

' grenades rather than fragmentation grenades) (See page 8),

There are no details avaﬂabie with respeot to the second ambush to enable
& particularized discussion £o be made of it,Thiee goneral comments mey be -
applicable, however, with respect to the two ambushest

(a) It would seem aesimm, whenever fessible, to run such ndsa‘i@ with
) .theaidut’maa-bwdarguidea. - o
= (b) In view of the many inherent difficulties involved in a tean's being
able bo reppdy wrmoticed &y tH8, FPROSHA B SR EEN S5 YRk AR 6 Fould

A longer training perdiod would seem more desirable,
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\¢) witn respect 10 ihe handiing of agents wnen there 18 a2 pericd ot
several months between missions, since the principal objective naturally is to
cut down the chences for the operation to be blown, it would eppear desirabls,
despite the edded costs, to remove the agents to an arez where their oppartunity
for contacts with fellow countrymen would be elimineted as much as possible,
‘In thercase of Albanlan operatioms, this would seem to require the removal of
‘such agents from Athens and other Greek areas where there are Albanians to such
other areas where there are no ar very few Albanians, i.,e,, Crete, Rhodes, -
Mitylense, Saloniks, Kavalla, Tripolis, etec, Mail and long dietance telephone
controls, cop-on-the-~beat type observation and periodic case officer visits
‘would contimue to be among the desirable controls cver the asgents at such a

With respect to the third ambush, there is no conelusive ovidenee that
Identity 29 wes responsible for betraying the teem, Although it eppears
probable that he was, since he was the last outsider to contact the team and
had been the subject of a previous warning by Idemtity 9, this does not pre-
clude an accidental encounter with an opposition patral,

16. . As steted on pege 10, it would eppear to heve been undesirable to have
instructed TEAM to contact Identity 2 given the questionsble operatiomal
history of Identities 1 and 2, - _ o

17. As stated on page 12, it would appear to be desirsble, when operational
exigencies do not prevent, to obtain the names of, and information about,
potential contaste from teem members before a mission, end to run field and
Heedquarters traces befarehand, ' - ' o

RECOMEIDATIONS

i8, In eddition to following, when applicable, the recammandations in paragraphs
15e, 15b, and 17 above, the field -ie rejuested:

a. To finnish Hendquarters with background deta on Olga Gerzouni, the
elderly waman who ocoupied Kifissia House # 1 fpage 4),

b, To forward eny further obtainable information regarding the reason for
AIRSFRAYS classification by the Greeks as a security risk (parsgraph 6, page 8),

¢, To darify and forward deteiled information on the questions raised in
parsgraph 8 regarding (1) the opposition group which posed as a nationalist
agent team, and (2) the identification of one of the temm's bases,
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d, To forvard ell signifiomt details on the ambueh incident during the
night of 16-17 August 1953, particularly whether the patrol encountered was

+ &» & AL Y ameeen O dtan RS
10‘7’”“ then nwonel aAn nm n+\-mw dnddnntdama o8 o Azl of S Anors_

- -

tration plan (paragreph 11, page 11),

ADDENDIM :

19, With respect to the surveillance of, and contact with TEAM members duiino
their residence at Menidhi between missions from about November 1952 to JuJ.y

1953, the following information is in amplirication of that already given in
paragraph 8, page 0, _

: a, The Alien's Office survemzmce was a cop~on=théewbeat type observation
of the men's activities, _

b, The requirement that the men be available at specifie locations for
case officer visits at two prearranged periods each day was established to
provide an emsrgency channel of commmnication to them since they did not have
telephones, This emergency meeting system was never used, _

¢. The regular meeting system consisted of the team leader's coming to
Athens from Memidhi, about 15 miles away, to meet his case officer at approx
imately 10 dey 1trbervals. The initial contaots were made at same public meet~
ing plaece and the eonversations were of'ten continued during subsequent auto=
mobile drives, At these meetings arrangements were made, when desired, for
particular other team members to come to Athens for a meeting with the case ,
officer or to be picked up at night by car on the outskirts of Menidhi for such
a meeting, The emergency ¢ cation channel from the team leader to the
oasge officer was for the former to use a public telephone to call an operational
mmber,
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IDENTITIES
Identity 1 - APPLE/3
.2 - APPIE/2
" 3 - APPLE TEAM
" L - Shefket GEGA
" 5 « Petrit AGOLLI
" 6 | - Vait QERIMI, Capt.
" 7 - Colonel BASHO (fau)
" 8 - Hysen IBRARIM (of Korce)
" 9 - Rapush AGOLLI (of Mocan)
" 10 - Sallten BALILI (of Krushove)
" 1 - Hysen ASAN (of Kemtheker)
" 12 - Marko IRAKLTU (of Zvirin)
" 13 - Tosum MANCE (of Libonik)
n iy  « Istref HISEN (of Mansstire)
" 15 -. Dilaver EIMETY (of Qencke)
" 16 - Herif NURIV (of Babjen)
" . - Ifrem MUCO (of Cemine)
"8 * Brahim DAMJANEC
v 19 - D'iiaver ALI {of Zvarisht) or
Dilaver Al{ ZVARISHT
" 0 - WILLOW TEAM
" 21 - Elmes Remani SOKALLARI

o 2 . - Taip Tafil ZBOGI (of Zbog)
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INENTITES. Cont'd
Identity 23 - Bajran BRKTASHI (of Treaova)
" 2l - Kise Koco POLENA (of Polena)
n 25 - Vasil Koco POLEFA (of Polena)
" 26 - Togum HOXHA
" 27 - Ribysn CHASMA
" 28 - Hysen Qerim SPAHUA
" 29 « Adem ZENELI
" 30 - Caush OSMANI
" 3 - Safer EEXTASH
. 32 - Shef SHAHINIT.
" 33 - Xhefer KODHELIT
" * - Bektash Demir ZBOGI
"3 -

Mibal FURGEU




