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Memo from Ot11 0 0'1221'4 Ur 000301 dated
15 Jan 51, eneloeine copy of DIO 6ND Secret Ser
002I12, dated. Jan 51.

I. In vie* of the extreme senattiftq of the proposed misname of
the *overt vessel Immo the Eastern turf/peas	 OPC, has handled
this 2roleot from Iii-ineeption in a sanner believed **moistest with the
highest secarity preceutions, and hoe purchased, overhauled the veesel,
and installed all special equipment -with a nintmum revelation of govern.-
nent interest. The general prineiple followed was booed on the decision
that infOrmation of say sort regarding the vessel and its proposed use
would IV divulged only OA * "need to know* basis* The fOilemise dis
cussion of tbe development or this preens, illustreted how rigidly this
mks followeds

4. flon n4 Prøhi., The Ira7 as orchesed through
privatecano	 ced to uh„	 Oovernment.
A well ..knoen private yachtsman secured the mervices of a leading
yaoht broker and faloeine an exteneive survey of * 'weber of pos.
stble vessels, bought the	 after WC bed properly satisfied
itself that this vessel	 soot its operational requirements*
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install * considerehle: esount of special equtpaeat.aboar
lj	 elae pot in a aeon yard in Reltimore hy the eaher *ho pereotaely.	 (	 . _	 : r	 r 	 . , r	 ,	 .. yard	 , r	 ' , r	 , 	 , 	 , 	 , i	 -, 	 . 	 r 	 , 	 r

. directed the work* Oovareleep items esplelood to all interested

\ LI . 4 too to throo*Oro4r POried *ith * urine research erpeniestiono
parties that tho owner was in the preceee of molting a. Shorter for

whit* explained the. extensiveness of the job and the instiVistion
of special equipOsSt• An sensitive equipment *a* brought into the

,:	 yard in sincere manner over vookends and 'WAS immediatelY pt into,. two leaked roma which had been specially Oonstructed to held this
•goipnent. Ws worknon other than Glot. immOleyete ears perattted entry
to therefor roeaa * Py ail report*, the *pedal equiPmoct 1544 coinsidertid
bw all whc hod any cestact with it to he eeientifie e quipment inetale
led by the Institute,'
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:.......	 The or story that
the eenorwichs.t	 44.00„ oh inetienee wg* et

euthentivi by the
C...._	 -2)in Marylandtat of certain private ataaaaa
al its offieerea C.,_	 D has to1iod s31 nores1 creel/44re*
perteiniee to esteblish ag s nm .prof.t orant t tion, for rem/Web
aotivitioe, and has Obtained the serv s of t 	 ll-known Baltimore
bus'nesseen es offieers. In addition, C 	 Ohoes reteined
the Nerviest/ e ' a Isreyer to ;lemony handle its affaire. On the
first of DeemeherpC 	 13 assumed operation eP the
treeted ite *enter Man aboerd to proceed to the Caribbean are**

,...3 meiotains a bank aeoeunt in ealtinere and aal aprat.
ing expenses of thie Imes**, are paid bX[:__ 	 ...3 Te datos t

- hos not oome under scratiny, hut On is confident that it
could with/nand close examination without fear of revealing goverme
sent affiliation.

a.	 • JMer the tersa of
was the ?nr'e	 aibili te to o
a satisraotory,
or any good crew.
eeete, Captain helmes was s
yeehtinte and extreaely fsrable rot noesreceived. tnehert order,
he assembled a craw, which was described free the start as bens a
good notch above evereee, both in respeet to character and knowledge
of yekehtng. As soon as the various crew members were recruitedothe
owner transferred personnel background data tr ..) 07C and clearances were
obtained in all iastances borers the vestal eav ready to dart. It
is important to point out that the owner and this °Mee screepoil all
personnel oeneidered very carefully and exorcised their best judgment
in eelectAng the final complement for this very Important prelecti

charter vith L it
ide * oonnlete orew, btaining
totally tee key to development
argo =ober of qualified preee

e of his wide exPerienee im
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dotails ef thie ship. rinel detalla includin g nettficalion at
expeeted arrival and information on registry change ore currently
being settled to (:$114tarIU.

2. From the foregoing, it is believed that the Yeaten Kurepean
Division, OPC, took every precaution to maintain the severity of this
project ,0 to the moment when Captain Helms* becamv gu41t7 of the severe
eseurity violation which wa* reported in this reference Mismoran40104 It
WaM awaront to OPC thet a ;serious breach of *celerity had eacurred when

_;.)telephoned on V Decembers _To naintain the oscoritr
of the elision, O'i'Q 1 , ,oldistely contacted kr. Frank Pues44 Assistant
Deputy 01-14**ioner of Customs And requested that he •tcp the threatened
inspletion of the vessel by Pr. Hookfee of the Miami office of the
Bureau of Costes*. Mr:, tueseleas slac asked to advisee Cuetoms effiaials
in ether it of the true tate* of the vessel. Thanks to the reference
document, the T**tern 'Aire-peen Division, OPC, learned on 17 January the
tdishtity of the iedividual cheri!vd with the security violation and him
already laid plans to Secure his replacement and return Captain Leslie
Holmes to the United States for further investigation of theme charges
and sueh action 4$ is deemed advisable.

30 In the light of this esperiones, the )1astern Xuressan
OPC, will in the rettre advise the Office of Naval intelliqence of anr
'astern .uropean Division, OPC* operations that have any bearing upon
the Office of Naval Intelligence. Further, other authorities such as
the Nereus of L;ustano will likewise	 properly advised of ?**tern
%urepoen Division, On, eporatlone shenceer appropriate.
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