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Briefing of Deputy Under Secretary of State Matthews on
Possible Clandestine Action Asainst the Albanian Rogisse.

Mrars. S. Freeman Matthews, iftlworth Barbour, Jack Jernigan,
Walter Thurston sad thsterbridge BOP/MY tram the benertment of
State and Mesers.L	 jot CIA.

Oa 17 March 1953, at the request of fik. amen ifessrsi___
.Jondsseted a briefing of Deputy Under Secretaryof State Preeman

Lhiatthews, in the presence of the ether State Department officials listed
above, resarding possible clandestine activity against the present Albanian
regime. This ktriefinjti was requestedas * fallow-up of the briefing given
earlier by/	 o a recent Representatives' meeting,
attended b-*. Nero	 - e reporti it back to the State Department and
subsequentlx asked to have it repeated for the benefit of MB .. *Ube's end
other Bonier State Department officials. Particular interest was shown in
the question of the capabilities of CIA, and CIA's estimate of the Yugoslav
intentions and capabilities.

2. After a general review of the history and background of the Agency's
effort to build estate that raid be brought to bear on the Albanian protases,
the fallowing conolusions and observations were prorated as the Agences
opinions

a, Under present strommetances, a rapletely elandestine ewer-
threw of the Abaft regime cannot be considered tamable nor can a
eempletely internal one; any coup will require material support so
extensive that supploing it would at beet be semir.oevert (comparable
in nature, if not in extent, to that furnished the Greek guerrillas
by /rale and the satellites),

b. &Snort of a coup in Albania is probably beyond the present,
and presently foreseeable Joint capabilities of the U. S. and British
secret services;

e. A successful coup would require the full-scale operational
tion of Yugoslavia, and a majority of the activities involved

have to be launched from Yugoslavia; limited operational activities
can be mounted from Greece, but that country's role will be limited by
the fact of its frmrm4NrpilfrvinTl i claims on Albania, and by the
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relatively few able.bedied Albanian nationalists under Greek control;
Yugoslavia's	 asset, in addition to its log border with abents,
is a pool of l,	 to 1,500 potential Albanian satirists;

d. The present situation of Albania is net a malignant one except
for the ant1-44,4ms Albanians; Albania is of no prevent real milmualWmge,
but rather an economic liebi 14ty„ to Remit or the Oominfornist satel-
lites and in the event of war would be quickly over.run by fogoslavia
and d'esee.

e. In view of presently strallektrelatiese between Tegeelovia and
Italy, it is pxobob3a that the latter load adopt a position of exaggeratel
slurs in the event of en Albaniam seep substantially sponsored by Yugo-
slavia, regardless of the true mature of itugonlav intentions.

f. Over a period of four years in this field, the U. S. has built
up a respectable store grommets in the fora of tested agents, plaintive'
influence follows both within sad outside the Gantry, operational
materiel ;ad knost-how. These fasters, although net in themselves me-
fielest to bring about detashmeet of Albania fres the orbit, have value
in their present utillastion, and weld be employed to meate a disturbed
situation in the country that mould serve as a pretest for U. 8. inter-
vention, if such a course appeared desirable.

3. On the basis of our recent re-analyuis of the Yugoslav position,
based in part upon our talks with the 1418, the following observations regarding
Yugoslav intentions and capabilities mere avowed*

a. The Yugoslav services share our opinion that a completely
clandestine overthrow is not feasible. In their view, the Holmha regime
La the strongest Albania has ever hod, and they believe that neither
t nor any ether clandestine service bos the capability to upset it.

favoring the overthrow of the Bombe regime, the Yugosla ys feel
this should be attempted only when the International situation is ripe
and internal seeditieme are tamable, neither of %Ibis& they believe is
tin ease today. Premature action, they feel, could be catastrophic net
only in failing to ammeplish the objective in Albania but also in
rendering mere difficult the aosemipliabaent of similar objectives in
Bulgaria end possibly other satellite*.

b. The possibility of /Soviet or satellite military reprisals or
ether volvtonmslOWNIedeaset Yugoslavia resulting fro* any upset in
Albania continue to essmern the lusseleve, and appears to be a major
factor in their conservative policy toward the Vexes regine.

e. In suggesting that the best seethed to aemeoplish the overthrow
of the Bombe regime is to strengthen opposition elements inside Albania
in order to create an organised force the Yugoslav* stressed that there
now exists no such organised force and gave no indication that they
pommelled any substantial asset* of a Moist or other nature inside the
country. The Yugoslav* emphasised that the overthrow of the present

çrr
B1 -)(31-

II
re



87 B01

/1 -	 •S

SECURITY INFORMATION

SFCRET
Albanian regime must he brought about internally and that the priory
targets for such an operation should be certain members of the Albanian
Communist Party occupying Omor positions in the government and armed
forces.

44 The Yugoslays stated that it is essential to work with all
forces, both internal and external, to supplant the present regime.
They voiced nestle:Aim to collaboration between the BC/A and the
Yugeeleesereated PrieresConmittee but felt that Albanian emigre
groups must themselves find the uay to get together. Although the
Prier= Colosittee is not capable at this time of liberating Albania, nor
of giving the proper development to the country, the Yugosla ys believe
that it should verve as a broad popular front to wego the struggle for
liberation from Soviet Baud* and against any *Cur foreign Sn ap which
might seek to interfere in Albanian affairs.

e. While the Yugoslays express confidenee in the generally mem.
able attitude of the Greeks toward Albania, and appear to feel that no
real threat to the integrity of the smaller country is to be eepected
from that quarter, no such reliance on Italian policy exists. ODD
representatives stressed the point that while Athens and Belgrade had
expressed themselves as favoring a free and independent Albania, no
such assurances had been forthcoming from R.
A. The conference was entirely for the purpose of briefing the State

Department officers present, and no positive or negative recommendations were
made.
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