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UZJZCT: Observations on Dr. Frank Olson 
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met Dr. Prank Olson the early part of 1952. Since that * 
een his on an averate of about once cash zonth to six weeks,
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of his Division were'also present. 

in connection .-t .3 o-.-cia_ susiness. .:e.- c » s -~ - e 
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t ion, both he and I atteniei three 2-day conferences whisk 
isolstei locations to discuss the pro;ress of his Division 
six zenths, ovr requirements, anl plans for the next six - 

conferences were atteniefi by nezbers of his Division ani 
of my Division and involvel livin; teuether in close proximity for the 
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. hell with his sol ea‘ 
er in which he sjcho 

an a n frieni ' ans :r e.;_' 
:r:n van. Dr Olson has said 

_ 
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fro: what his cbllea"ues have 

said, it a;p.:rei his heme life was happy. In my exgerienae, he drank 
only to ee s 

His work

c If OU cinble, and ‘ definitely in moderation. g 

was extrcnely exacting and fiefinitely hazardous in a 
echnical sense. He operntei unier very severe security restrictions, 

_under which it was necessary to conceal the true nature of his 
activities even from the other Divisions at his base. He was permittei ~r* " 
to discuss mush of his work only with a very linitei number of 
specifically uesignated iniiviiuels ‘ 
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'T%e experi:ent'wss on Tkursfiny, Xowenber 19th. On Tuasiay, - 

November Qhth, Dr. Olson‘: Division Chief telephoned :2 and $511 that, 

psyehintrie attention. I suggestei that he and Dr. Clson cone to 
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Chief and su; ;eotei they prepare for a trio to fiew York.
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'in the opinion of ni:, Dr. Qlscn, ani firs. Olson, Dr. Olsen neciei 

rzeiiately. I conferred vita the Chief of my Division, 
eiiei that a certain Hen York yhysician srecinliting in 

such nntters shonli be ccnsultei. I telephenei Dr. Olsen‘: Division 
bier ‘ 
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- plaeei both himself ani Dr. Olson on,oriers eni net ne and the Chief 
of my Division in fiasaington. Lfter a short discussion, Dr. Olson, .-.~ _- .- -'-’.- ..:~v- '\_.-_-1 the Chne- of hi 
arrivoi 
confers: 
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w ivislan, ani I aoarae- a nlane -or new lor; an- 
York physician’: office arout 1625. After a short 

.e doztor, Dr. Olson was left with him until about 
, u 

Fro: the tine I saw Dr. Olson in Hashingten until I left hi: at 
the physicians offiee in Her York) he seexefi rather depressed, sonewhat 
confused, and convinced he would never return to his Lone ani job. 
These were 
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(W fl iifferent iron the attitudes I had observed prior to 

At about 1303 Dr. Olson his Division Chief. ani I eheokei intoI 
the Statler Hotel, had iinner, returnei to our res: ans watched tele- 
vision. Frau about 2233 to 2390 the Iew York physician visited the - - 

three of u: in our hotel roan. "During the perioi coverei by this 
paragraph, Dr. Olson iniieatefl in my presence that he felt he had

_ fnilei in his job, he was a disjraoe to 
family, and that his zeaory nni mental a. Q‘ 
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eollea_ues, frienis, nni - 
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' in the coarse of normal eonverzntion, it has quite rp,nr-n. tn-. van“ 

. -I ‘-" 3: ._ -.- ' - ‘ his nezery uni aoility to --::4.: scientific topics were excellent. 
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' 'I.bother with him, we skoula let his ju 

*.<; ' <Dr. Olson also iniionted he was sleepinn poorly, ani said we snoul:n't 
- - n~- ll *a;sappear . 
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The folloxinj day (flciresiny) Dr. Olson again hsi a private _' session with the Kev York ioetsr (shout 1300 to 1?0D). nt the 
conclusion cf this, the physician talked to the three of us, inliaatinn 

,Dr. Olson eoulfi fo_ho:e for Tnnnkafivinj (Thursiay) if he desired, or ' 

.2 - 0- .: l~ ..-q I .-:4-\ - :9 :q~'\p=c‘ I711.-:1‘_:s_..i...'::.. he coal- ncc.;t LA; (tne ph,s;eian a)in.-;ntio.L and the week-eni.w5th the 3hfsicl:n‘s fatily 
Harbor. Dr. Olson prcferre? to fo hone, ani an appointment was mane for Dr. Olson to :ee the physician the following Tuesiay.2' *o13¢;;~-- 
his Division Chief, and I returnei to the hotel, hai dinner, then vent 

_ 
to n play. at the intermission Dr. Olson becaze rather afitated, ani said he xnntei to leave. He and his Division Chief returned to the hotel. . 
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his heme at Cold Ssrin; 
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' The_£ollovin; morning (Thursday) when Dr. Olson's Division Chief and I awakened (about 0530), Dr. Olson was gone. Re found hin in the a hotel lobby. De said he hai left the hotel about 0500 for a walk, and iniieatei several things that had transpired. He felt his Division _ Chief hai been talking to him. He said he had torn up his money, thrown 
_ 

it cni several uncosheé checks aray (beenuse he wouldn't neei them anymore), ani-hai thrown his wallet away, down a chute soneplaee. 
He saii he felt his Division Chief was telling bin to do these things. We than returned to Uasninjton. However, we probably vouli not have returnei hai it not been that Dr. Olson never seenei to really believe that we would return hone, anl we nai naie it n point-of honor that we ' 
would return if he vented to (this was acne after we hai cbtainc£'tne physicians’ a;provnl). We were cet at the H;shin;ton Airport by a 0 I 0 nemoer of Dr. Olson's Division, and Dr. Olson and his Dirision Chief set off for their hc:o town. 
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e Shortly afterwaris I reeeivcfi a aall from the Division Chief, nov on e - of Uachingtca. He said Dr. Olsen hai chaajei his ta outskir 
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tei, ca: that he (the Division Zhief) now felt Dr. Olson sheuli hospitaliaei aai definitely shsuli not return boas. I-t - 

*' to c _ to 5? a;;rtnent'at once, zeanuhile I contaetei my. oli ai: c : 1; 
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Division Caief, who also set out for :3 apartxeat. When he arrive: at my apartnent, Dr. Olsen a;pecrei deoressei ani restless. He repeatei . his fir: decision that he corli not face rcing here. Dr. Olson's Division Chief than retaraei to his here tern to explain to Hrs. Olsen, end my Dirisica Chief drove Dr. 
Dr. Olson aai I bcaried o plane 

Olson eai me to the airesrt, where 
fcr.Ifc'..' 1'0:-1-:., Z.'e "net the lie-.r Ysri-: _ ~ --.~:\ -.~- ~ ...4. qfn ..~
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physician at nis huntinjton, ion, islana, o;-iec aaeac -uuQ, aaa Dr. Olson was alone with hi: about one hcfir, fcllcwei by about 20 minutes with Dr. Olsen and :2. The physician obtaiaei local lodgings for us, eni Dr. Olson ani I then went to a restaurant for a Thanasgivinj dinner, after which re went to tei. During the perioi coverei by this’ ' 
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could not iaee returning to his faaily. He said he felt he was guilty of security viclutioas_becaase he felt he on occasions hai , exceedei his interpretation of the aeei-to-knew nrincirle. Bxeces ' 

in certain well defined areas Le spoke iatelli;ently =51 rationally, and he ectci in a socially aceeptnblc manner. - ' 
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U Rev York office. There we .. a ccnle-e"ce -a_ia; which the pLys1c~. told.Dr. Olson that hospitalisation uonlfi be in his best interests. After e uhile Dr. Olson agreed. Dr. Olson preferrei some nlace near his hoze aal frienis, so after discussion aai a telephone conference with ny Division Chief, a private hospital near-Washington was selectei. Tb° Physician 535° 37?=5£e:ents with the hospital, cut they had to prepare his roe: aai could not take Dr. Olsen until the follsvin; day (Saturday). Dr. Olson agreed he veuli be a voluntary patient (it was agreed he would not be formally eeanitted). Y ‘
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¢ . his time ani for the rczaiaaer of the evening, Dr. Olson appearc: no longer particularly deprcssei, an; alzoet the ' 

Dr. Olson I knew prior to the experiment, although he still zaintained tne various ziseoaeeptions I have nentionei before. He vaskei out his dirty clothing, ani when I callci his Dirisicn Chief to clear our proposei course of setion with tin, Dr. Olsen ta1keJ to hi: in a’ 
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cheerful xaener uni happily anticipated meeti 
Airport upon our arrival there. On Eis_own " . . telefihonei 
his wife (this was the f1r:t‘ti:e he felt he ._ .-ak to icr). Afi abvflt 1330 we wen: to the hotelfs 52in eeehtai_ leuare and each P- two martinis. At E030 we enterei‘the main dining room i=1 had ai::- 
leaving for oar res: at 2230. At both the ceaktail lou:-e 3:1 the dining roe: he was cheerful ani apgearei to enfcv the entertainment. 
He spoke freely of the hospitalization the :¢1i=§1=; flaw, can iniieazed he vantei books fro: hoze to stuiy: and other thinfe he vantel to ;o while hospitalizei. (The physieian haa essurei him he could £0 this, eni had_saiJ he wouli help outline so:e'cctivities of mutual seientifie interest Dr. Olson cculi work on.) ' 
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After returnin; to our room, we vatchei television for a while, then‘Dr. Olson sugjestei bei, saying he felt more reluaei ani eonzenzed than he hau sinee we came to Sew York. Ee cskei the hotel tel~:“*—~ 
operator to cell ea at e speeifiei time in the mornin; (so we ceuli 
fiat? cir plaue).. I would guess it uae_a little after 2333 Uhun u¢ 
e -re'. . 

Somewhere ernend 0230-Rtturiay mnrninj I we: awakened hy u lcni noise. Dr. Olson uai erasaen throujh the-elooea wiziew bl‘n1 ""1 ““= 
closei uinicu an1 he fell to his ienth from the wiricu 0” euv roo- * '* ~~' ¢ 1- ¢ ~n --~~ '. ~. = . 
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