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A by-elestion for the Howse of Councillors was held in Walayama Prefacture
_on June 3, 1954. The two principals in the contest were ex~admirel Xf{ahisaburo
NOQRA, a conservative, and Kahachiro SUZUKI, ex-head of the Wakaysma Branch
of the Teachers' Unien. Mr. NOMUEA won in a small landslide obtaining 254,123
votes to his Soclalist-backed opponent!s 127,851, The issues of the .o
were clsarcut., Mr. NOMURA sdvocated rearmament and a revision of the cansti- e
tution. Mr. SUZKI vigorously opposed these palicies. Most observers attri- e
buted M, NOMIRA's victory te his Lmmense popularity with the Walayama elect- . .
orate and to the faot that Mr, SUZUKI was openly alded in the campaign by the Pl
Commmiats who are viewed with oonsiderable suspicion by the prependerantly
conservative-minded Wakayams electorate. 'Interestingly emough, there was
1little indication, from those with whom the reporting officer td.kod, that

~ Mr, KMUBA's victory peinted to a strong suppert for rearmsment in

Prefecture, Itmnatod that individials are more important than issues in

e Walayama politics and that it was p: ~feotly possible for & voter to be against
rearmament and for Mr, BGHURA. These observers attached little national C .
significance to NOMURA's victory other than to suggest that it placed him in .
a strategic position to accept the leadership of any new conservative political
movement that might develop..
Dipoussion -

The election contest botvom Mr, NOMURA and Mr. SUZDKI was followed with
interest by most of the newspapers in this area. Mr. WMDRA, ex—Ambassador to
the United States, ex-Foreign Minister, and ex-admiral was, af course, the big )
dreving card. In eomparison, Mr. SUZUKI was given relatively little play in . ‘
the press. Originally there were three candidates entered in the elsction,
Mr. NOMURA, Mr, SUZUKI, and Mr. Tameo SANJO, & member of the Japanese Comenind ot
Party. Mr. 8ANJO, while a candidate, spent most of his time for
Mr, SUZUKI., He finally withdrew his name and concentrated all his efforts in .
Mp, SUZUKI's behalf, Ac¢cording to)scme observers, many voters susploioned . ©
that "a deal®™ had bouxu.rrmpdbotw Mr. SUZUET ard Mr. SANJO and were there- i *

iree . fore reluctant to support SUZUKI fOr fear he had come under the comtrol of ‘
“the Commnists . Ansther factor wiloh was sald Lo Tave B K SUZIET 5= - _J— .
chances was the Auh.lgmln Junior High School case in Kyoto. . C :
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Union in Kyoto and believed that Mr, SUZIXI, being the ex-hesd of the Teachers!
Union in Wakayama and receiving the open support of the Commmists, would
concert with the Commnists to provoks a similar insident in Wakayama.
decisive eclement in the alestion, however, wvas Mr, NOMURA's tremendous
. popularity with the electorate. Ruwmning in a traditionally oonservative -
ares as & native son and being a nationally prowinent figure, his vistory was
almost assured from the beginning despite the fast he was advocating rearmament
pelicies which reportedly did not meet the approval of a majority of voters.
In a recent visit to Wakayama, the reporting offiocer asked abomt this scmewhat
incongrucus circumtinde and was told thst voters in the Walkayams area place
wore ixportence upom whe tbe candidate is than upon the policies he advocates.
wri-amEzac .- This fact bas.a direqt relationship to what is known as the "palitisal
~ consciousness™ of the voter, The more “politisally corscickis® he is the more . ...
avare he becomes of palicies and issues in a campaign. It was pointed out
" that over S0f of the potential voters in Wskaysma Prefecture are farwers.
¢ They are treditionally conservative in pelitics and are gensrally considered
to have & rather low level of "palitical couscloumness®™. It was explained that
oconservatisa predominstes in Waknyama Prefectures because of poor trwnsportation
axd oonmmnication facilities and the mountaincus terrin whish all evabine to
erect ohstacles te the infusion of new political ideas and comcepts. This
sonservatism is a stable factor in Prefectural politics and can generally be
counted on to give victory to the candidate who espouses it.

The canpaign in Wakayama received the attention of the naticmal party
¢ leaders in both the conservative and socialist camps, At one tims or another
the fallowing conservatives were noted working for Mr. NOMURA, Kiknichiro
- YAMAGUCHI, Hideo BO, Koichi SEKO and Koishd TABUCHI of the Libersl Party and
' Mr, ASHIDA and President SHIGENITSU of the Progressive Party. In additiom,
assistance was received from such tist organisations as (civid
Dofense Association), the ex-Arwy officers' or, sation) and the
Suikosha (ex-Navy officers’ organization). Mr. SUZUKI, for his part, received
bae! of the two Socialist Parties, the Japemese Commumist Party, Solyvo,
the Teachers' Union, and other minor unions, President SUZUKI of the Left
Sooialist Party and Presidenmt KAWAKAMI of the Rigit Socislist Party and several
of their lisutenants reportedly campaigned on Mr, UZUXI's behalf, Even with
this spparent predominance of labor support, Mr, SUZVKI, nevertheless, lost
& mmber of labor votes because of the outstanding reocord and reputation of
his opponent.

B Very few obsarvers attached natiomalsignificance to the outooms of this
sleotion. As Wakayams is treditionally conservative it was thought that any
reasonably well-known conservative flgure could have wom ih a contest with the
Socialists or Commnists. The margin of victory would probably not have been
as great as HOMURA's, but it would have been a comfortabls margin. The only
real iseue, that of resarmament, was ru]zz ism l: ﬁ: z&uﬁ pooﬁ.;hwho
opposed rearmament were apparently cont ovarloo erence

G ha _strength of their desp respect and admiretion for him. Frequent
° rumors have been heird that NUHURA-WALYlwad a-new-reorganized conservative
l povement, but the ex~admiral apparently gave no clue to his feslings Gii this™ ~~—
tier during the campaign. ¢

I Most Wakayuma voters were highly eritieal of the acticns of the Tedchers!
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The enclosed statistiscal anxlysis of the election results is trans- ’
mitted as of possible interest. It was given to ths reporting officer by

Mr. Tokugore MAII, Chairman of tiw Walayaum Prefectural Electiom Control
Comxities, It is interesting to note in looking at the statistics that

rurel voters cutmumbered urban voters. This is umsual in most cases and

particularly so in Wakayams where it is often very difficult for farmers to

get to the polling booth, Rural interest in this election can be explained

by the fast that the Prefestural Eleotion Contrel Comittes offered rewards

to farzmers who voted. The Coomittes alsc hired an airplane to drop leaflsts

in the farming areas wrging farmers to vote. The remurds comsisted of various
kinds of kitchenm utensils, The actiom of ¢

. be Coumittee in this regard was R
"+ bitterly eritioised by tbe Socialists who claimed tiat the Gomitter we GIT., ... ;

of playisg partisan politde mcu-mmmmdtueumu-m 3
sibility to get to ard that of the planting seasam, farmers i
bad to be reminded of t w of u:eu-uuot The Committes y

made »0 mention of offering gifte to farmers but it was learned that consider-
able quantities of pots ani pens were dispensed to farwers at the pelling
booths - at the tax paysrs expense.

My, KOMURA's victory was expected by most ocompstent politiul observers.
While & strong proponent of rearmament, his victory in Walayama does not .
necessarily msan that the majarity of people there approve of Japansse re- ;
arssment. . Predowinant sentiment seems to be against rearmament, the feeling s
being that Japan is capable of only limited rearmament and usier such circums— !
tances and in view of ‘the present intermational situation, such limited effort :
would serve no practical parpose. It is doubtful that NOMIRA's victory carried AN
mch significance for national pelitics im terms of possible trends, ets. His
triunph was compounded of purely local factors with the one issue of national i
import, rearmamemt, having very little effeet yjpon the outooms of the oloeuon.
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