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CENTRAL INTRLLIGENCE GROUP

N.I.A. VIEWS ON PROPOSED EXECUTIVE ORDER "DIRECTING THE 
COOPERATION OF GOVERNMENT viAGENOIES IN THE COORDINATION
OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED STATES 

Memorandum by the Director Of Central Intelligence.

1. By letter of 27 FebrUary,.the Bureau of the Budget requested
.	 -

a statement of the views or the National Intelligence Authorit7
—

with respect to a proposed Executive Order "Directing the

Cooperation of Government Agencies in the Coordination of Foreign'

Intelligence Activities of the United States." Copies of the

letter and proposed Executive Order are enclosed:.

2. It is recommended that the Natidnal Intelligence Authority

authorize the Director of Central Intelligence to reply to the

Assistant Director, Bureau of the Budget, presenting the views

of the N.I.A. as follows:

"The National Intelligence Authority has considered the .

proposed Executive Order 'Directing the Cooperation of

Government Agencies in the Coordination of Foreign

Intelligence Activities of the United States' enclosed.

in your letter of 27-February 1946. In carrying out the

President's Directive of 22 January the National Intolli-

gence Authority has so far encountered no impediment which

'would constitute a basis for recommending that the Directive.

should be superseded by an Executive Order. However, the

N.I . A. offers no objection to the issuance of such an

Executive Order, provided that its effect will be merely

to confirm and formalize the status of the N.I.A. as a

cooperative interdepartmental activity, rather than a new

or independent agency requiring legislation for its

existence.
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Enclosure:

As noted in para. 1 above.
,

"If such an EXecutive Order is to be issued, it should be

made claar that the operation of the N.I.A. is in no sense

an interim matter but is intended to be permanent. In this

connection, the question is raised whether the phrase

'including Title I -of the First War Powers Act, 1941 (55

State. 838) 1 should be specifically mentioned in the

statement of authority upon which the Executive Order

will rest. If the 'phrase is not necessary the N.I.A. feels

that it should'be . omitted;;_since it appears to imply that
_	 ..	 _

some further action may be necessary u pon theexpiration

of the first War"-Powerslct."

REST.
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ENCLOSURE 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

y Washington, 25, D.0

February 27, 1946.

My dear Admiral Souerst

The Director of the Bureau of-the Budget will ap1:.1rci.2tc

.having at the earliest practicable date the views cf the

National Intelligence Authority with respect to the pro;-:;scc,.

Executive Order "Directing the Cooperation of Government

Agencies in the Coordination of Foreign Intelligence Aotiv-

ties of the United States", copy enclosed.

Very truly.yeurs,

/s/ F. J. BAILEY
Assistant Director,

Legislative Reference.

The Honorable,
The Director of Central
Intelligence,

National Intelligence Authority,
Rm. 5105, New War Building,
Washington, D. C.

Enclosures.
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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Feb. 18, 17,8

.Through the Director of the Bureau <Jf the Budget.

The President,

The White House.

My dear Mr. President:

. I an presenting herewith a proposed Executive order,

pared in this Department, entitled . 'Directing the Cooperati.:n

of Government Agencios.in the : Coordination of Foreign Intolli-

. gence . Activities of the United .States."

C
o

As you know, paragraph 8 cf your directive issued to the

State, ' War and Nevy;Departmenta,on : January 22;1.946, states:

"WithIn the
.	 .	 ,

	

.	 .
OOPe. of:exfating law and:Preaidential

directives, other departnenti :and agcncies'of the executive

branch of the Federal Government shall furnish Such intelli-

gence information relating to the national security as is in

their.possossion, and aa . the Director of 'Contr2 Intellisencc

nay from tine te time request pursuant to regulations cf the

National Intelligencd Authority.

The proposed order will have the effect of bringinE

. the attention of the various Federal agencies affected by the

directive, particularly those referred to in paragraph 8 thereof,

the responsibilities imposed upon them by the passage which I

have quoted. Publication of the directive in an Executive rr,der,

with the resultant circulation thereof through the mediuri 7,f

the Federal Register and the Code of Federal Regulations, will

furnish a ready means of reference to It. It would also al2:eer

desirable at this time to lend added formality to the estesh-

meat of the Natienal Intellience Authority, the Contr71 In-

telligence Gr-up, and the office of the D i meto r of Centr:1

Intelligence.

The attached draft of an Executive order has my ap-pr:.vel

as to form and legality, and I recommend its issuance.

Respectfully yours,

/s/ J, H . -sward McGrath
Acting Attorney Generel
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ANNEX

C
o
	 EXECUTIVE ORDER

• DIRECTING THE COOPERATION OF GOVERNMENT AGENCIES
IN THE COORDINATION OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE

ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS it is in the interests of national secur-Lty and

the more effective exercise and more efficient administration

of Federal foreign intelligence activities of the United Ststes

thst the planning and development of all Federal foreign intol-

ligence activities be coordinated:

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authrity vested in

by the Constitution and the statutos,-including Title I	 tho

• First War Powers Act, 1941 (55 Stet. 838), and as :resident -f

the United States and Commander in Chief of the Army and N2V:"

of the United States, it is hereby ordered as follows:

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of War, and th.::

Secretary of the Navy sh:.11 hereafter operate the intellnc

activities of their departments pursuant to the terms of the'

following directive, issued tc.them by me on January 22, 1946:

"1. It is my desire, and I hereby direct, that all

Federal foreign intelligence activities be planned, de-

veloped and coordincted-so as to assure the most effective

accomplishment of the intelligence mission related to the

national security.. I hereby designate ycu, together with

another person to be named .by no as my personal representa-

tive, as the National Intelligence Authority to accomidish

this purpose.

"2. Within the limits of available appropriations;

. shall each from time to time assign persons and facilit:Los

from your respective Departments, -which persons shall

lectively form a Central Intelligence Group and shall;

the direction of a Director of Central Intelligence; assist
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the National Intelligence:Autherity. The_Directer of Con-
.	 .

tral Intelligendeahall:be designated by me, shall be re-

sponsible to the National Intelligence Authority, and shall

sit as a non-v!...ting member thereof.

"3. Subject to the existing law, and to the d1rect3.on

and control of the . Natienal Intelligence Authority, the

Director cf Central Intelligence shan't.

'a. Accomplish the correlation and evaluation of in-

telligence relating t the national security, and tho

aOroPriate-dissemination within tho ' Gevernment of the

resulting strategic and national ;:licy intelligence.

In so doing, full use shall be made of the staff and

facilities' of the intelligence agencies of your Del-:zrt-

meats.

"b. Plan for the c;:ordination ct such of the activi.-

tics %-,1" the intelligence agencies of your Departments as

relate to the national security and recommend te the

National Intelligence Authority the establishment f such

ever-all policios and objectives as will assure the rl  .st

effective accomplishment of the national intelligonce

mission.

'c Perform, for the benefit of said intelligence

agencies, such services of common concern as the Nati,.nal

Intelligence Autheiity deteiMines can be more efficently

accomplished Centrally.

!'d. Perform such other functions and duties rolntod

intelligence • affecting the national security as the

President and the National Intelligence Authority may

from time to time direct. '
-	 •	 :	 ' 	 •

".,No police, flay:enforcement or internal Security rune",
.	 .

tions shall be exercised under .this direetive.

"5. Such intelligonce_reeeived by the intelligence•

agencies of your Departments as .may be designated by the

National Intelligence Authority shall be freely available
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to the Director of Central intelligence fcr correlation,

evaluation or dissemination. To the extent approved by the

National Intelligence Authority, the operations of said

telligence agencies shall be open to inspectien by the D'-

rector ofof Central Intelligence in connection with planning

functions.

"6. The existing intelligence agencies of your Deysart-

meats shall continue to collect, evaluate, correlate nrd

disseminate departmental intelligence.

"7:- The DirOctor of Central Intelligence shall be ad-

vised by an Intelligence Advisory Board consistins ef the

heads (or their representatives) of the principal milry

and civilian intelligence agencies of the 0.:vernment hnvit3

functions related to national security, as determined by the

National Intelligence Authority.

"8. Within the scope of existing law and ?residential

directives, other departments and agencies of the executive

branch of the Federal Gevernment s shall furnish such intelli-

gence infermatien relating to the national security as is in

their possession, and as the Directr of Central Intellonce

may frozn time to time request pursuant to regulations

the National Intelligence Authority.

"9. Nothing herein shall be construed to authorize the

making of investigation's inside . the centinentallimits ,f

the United States and its' possessions, except as prcvided

by law and Presidential directives.

"10. In the conduct of their activities tho . Natienal In-

telligence Authority and the Director of Central Intelli-

gence shall be respnsible for fully protecting intellisenee

sources and methods."

To the extent 'consistent with law i:.nd P +,esidentia l d:..r:c-

tives, all Federal agencies of the execat10 branch are here':y

directed to take all stops necessary tc assure cooperation it

the coordination of foreign intelligence activities of the

United States and to effectuate fully the purpese ef the n'evo-

ole.eted directive.
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