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(U) New Painting Unveiled Depicts a “Purely Human intelligence Operation" 

,{QliFfi'ihis is about €S{}iOfi9.§('?—i£'18liy, the core husiness ottne National Clandestine Service. Tnere are no guns in this 
painting. Tnere are no of tne National Clandestine Sen/ice’s (NCS) Centra Eurasia (CE) 
Division, said to attendees atthe unveiling of the new intelligence An‘ Gallery painting “Tolkacnev: QuietCourage" on 11 
Augustin tne Awards and Events Suite. 

(U) Adolt Tolkachev was a Sovietaviafion electronics engineer wno, trom 1978 to 1985, was a key CIA asset, providing 
tne Agency with detailed information on highly classitied tuture military capabilities being developed bytne Soviet Union in 
1985, Tolxacnet/’s ide ntjty was betrayed by two Ci/\ otticers workirig torthe KGB~~eEdward Lee Howard and /\drich1\mes. 
He was arrested, tried tor high treason, and executed in 1986. Tne volumes of detaied intelligence ne passed to tne Cl/\ 
were ot immense value to tne United States tor at least eignt to 10 years. 

torrner Cniet of CE Division. who spearneaded tne 
selection of Tolxacnev as tne paintings subject, also spoke attne unveiling. “l tnougnt it was 
iinportantto have a painting depicting a purely nurnan intelligence operation," ne said. “After 
alu tne CIAis the governments premier nurnan intelligence organization." 
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(U) He described tne 'i'oll<achev operafion as one ot the pestcases ever run by tne Cl/\~~'one 
tnat was uniquely conducted by the Agency and of greatimportance to tne Cold War. He 
wanted a painting depicting a Soviet ope rafion because ot the importance ot tnose cases, but 
fe lt tnat the case of Oleg Penkot/sKy was already well known. The Tolkachev case was 
crifically important but not widely known in open sources despite its key aspects ‘naving 
already been declassified. 

§QJM'fR/lany office rs involved in the operation collaborated vi/itn artist Kathy Fierarnosca to (b)(6) 
setthe proper mood and tone in the painting and to get tne details right. “This painting does 
something thatartis pernaps uniquely suited to "it honors its 

sunject,” a man acting alone against a totalitarian regime. The painting also includes a realistic depiction oi the Pentax 35 
millimeter carnerathatTolKacnev used to photograph tnousands oi pages of classified Soviet documents. “Taxen together, 
tne details ot tne painfing snow us wnat astate ot the artCl/\ espionage operation looKed li<e before tne digital age," 
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senior NC5 otticer who was involved in tne operafion, provided
1 

Approved for Release: 2020/08/04 C%505850I)RN 1 Of 3 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
(b)(5) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
(b)(5) 

(b)(1) 
(b)(3) 
(b)(5)



CONFIDENTIAL//NOFORN 
personat reflections on thAppr0\/ed for Re|ea3e; 2020/03/04 C06505350rfice rs invotved. “In 
understanding any espionage operation, one needs to know that it has an inherent danger 
wherever itis," he said. “And I men and women who worked 
on this case—demonstrated the great abitity of this Agency to run productive operations in 
difficutt areas 

“The courage and character it tookto carry out [Tott<achev’s] 
efforts against the Soviet regime are virtues worthy of our admiration. Fieramosca’s painting of 
him, hanging prominentty in the Agency’s artgattery, witt ensure thatAdotph Totkachev is 
fittingty honored for the immeasurabte contribution he made to the security of the United States 
ofAmerica, and for the uttimate sacrifice he made for doing so." 

(U//AIUO) Totkachev exe mptifies the brave men and wome n—C|A agentsiwhose sacrifice is 
honored by the Fatten Agent Memoriat on the tobby watt in the Originat Headquarters Buitding. 
The marbte scutpture serves as a reminder of the courage and commitment of those who 
have sitentty served the Agency for the cause of freedom. To tearn more aboutthe Fatten 
Age nt Me mo riat, ;;,j§.j»g;3 . 
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Buitding. To read the officiat painting description, click here. To read the Studies in lntettigence articte “Totkachev, A 
Worthy Succes so r to Pe n kovs ky, " 
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(U) “Totkachev: QuietCourage" is now hanging in the lntettigence Art Gattery in Headquarters (b)(3) 
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(This a|1ic\e and the photos are CONFIDENTIAIJ/NOFORN.) 

Puwmhvd: Z~£'Z1'Z01/l 2:34W 

Approved for Release: 2020/08/04 C06505850I)RN 3 Of 3


