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(U} New Painting Unveiled Depicts a "Purely Human Intelligence Operation”

Ll T nis s about espionage—raally, the core business of he Mafional Clandesfine Service. Tnara ara no guns in this
paining. Tnere are no aiplanes,”|  |Chief of the National Clandestine Senvice’s (NCS) Central Eurasia (CE)
Division, said 1o allendees at the unvaeiling of the new Inteligence Art Gallery painiing "Tolkacnev: GQuiet Courage” on 11
Augustin the Awards and Events Suite.

{U) Adolt Toikachey was a Soviet avialion iectronics engineer who, from 1978 10 1985, was a key ClA assel, providing
ne Agency with detaiied informadon on highly classified fulure military capabilites being deveioped by the Soviet Union. In
1985, Tolkacnaev's ideniity was betraved by two ClA officers working for the KGB—Edward Lee Howard and Adrich Anes.
He was arrested, Med for high freason, and executed in 1386, Tne volumes of detaiied inteiligence he passed o fne ClA
were ofimmense value o ne United Siates for at least eignt io 10 vears.

‘?he former Chiefof CE Diision, who spearneaded e

f:._,thoughz it

selecton of Tolkachev as the painting's subject, also spoke atine unveling, "l nougntitwas 15
impartant 1o have a painling depicling a pure 'y human infetligence oparaion,” ne said. "Afler WAas
ali, e ClAds the government's premier numan inelligence organizaton.” Emp(}ﬂa_m H8]
_ _ _ have a
{id] He described the Tolkachev operalion as one of the best cases ever run by he ClA-—one Daj ﬂtiﬁg
tnatwas uniguely conducted by the Agency and of greatimpordance o the Coid War. He depicting a
wanted a painting depicting a Soviet oparation because of the importance of those cases, but pweiy
feltthat he case of Gleg Penkovsky was already well known. Tne Tolkachev case was human
criically imgotant but not widely known in open sources despife s key aspects naving ﬁﬂt@”ig@n(‘;ﬁ(b)m)
already heen declassified. operatéon,

(b)(3)
Wa{iy officers involved in the operation coilaborated witn arlist Kathy Fleramosca o (b) (6)

setthe proper mood and fone in the painting and 1o get the detalls dght “This paining does

something that atis pemaps uniguely suited o do,“l:|said, Hnonors s

subject,” a man acting alone against atolalitarian regime. The painiing also inclikles a realistic depicion of the Pentax 35

willimater camara that Tolkachev used o photograph housands of pages of classified Soviet documents. "Taken togather,

e details of e painiing snow us what a stafe of the art ClA espionage operafion iooxed like before the digital age.”
said.

(US&?OFI!’l&ISE[iiUI“ NCS officer wiio was involved in tne operalion, provided
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personal reflections on thApproved for Release: 2020/08/04 C08505850fficers involved. “In
understanding any espionage operafion, one needs to know that it has an inherent danger
wherever itis,” he said. “And | thinkthat‘ }the men and women who worked
on this case—demonstrated the great ahility of this Agency to run productive operations in
difficult areas.”

(CIINF)I:F aid, “The courage and character ittook to carry out [Tolkachev’s]

effoits against the Soviet regime are virtues worthy of our admiration. Fieramosca’s painting of
him, hanging prominently in the Agency's art gallery, will ensure that Adoph Tolkachev is
fitingly honored for the immeasurable contiibution he made to the security of the United States
of America, and for the ulimate sacrifice he made for doing so.”

{UH/AIUQ) Tolkachev exemplifies the brave men and women—CIlA agents—whose saciifice is
honored by the Fallen Agent Memorial on the lobhby wall in the Qiiginal Headquarters Building.
The marble sculpture serves as a reminder of the courage and commitment of those who
have silently served the Agency for the cause of freedom. To learn more aboutthe Fallen
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{U) “Tolkachev: Quiet Courage” is now hanging in the Intelligence Ait Gallery in|

|Origina\ Headquarters

Building. To read the official painting descripfion, click here . To read the Studies in Intelligence arficle “Tolkachev, A
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(This arficle and the photos are CONFIDENTIAL/NOFORN.)
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