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• During the Paris fighting I dew only RICIIRD again, who told me that
this 	 LiT T and &EXIT had left Paris and-that he had no aces of them.

The wisrezi was taken. to Germany, and the sknia du 	 col not	 • .
continue- to exist under . such coaditions. I waited for the arrival of t ho.Divieioza- • •
Leclerc, which I joted. I was assigned to the lst.Go.,'of the 1st Regiment de
.racrche dulthad,- and took part in all the fighting frbmt Paris ac far as Irrdimabeim
in Alsace, with the rank of Sergeant.

Military address:	 - Si - 84143

Civilian address: 4 rue du Saule Fleuri, Ile-Zt. Denis Seine..
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111=1 14 March 1908 at St. Donis (seine). son of AuBuste PONCIN and of
-Elisabeth de TOISENAIM

My father andmother had a laundry business, first at 123 rue de Paris.
in St. Denis, thew at 17 rue Couste, Cachan (Seine). Around 1922 my parents
moved to 36 rtie . du Sallie FIsuri on the Be Stalenis, and I . becmme an
apprentice with the firm of A. Canhe at fiLs, tanners, those factory is at
St. Denis in the rue des Poissoniera„ and their main °fifes at Paris,. rue
du.FaUbourg St.. Denis. .112iior to that time I had worked in my parental
laundryi and had only graduated fram primary school.

•• Yo' application to my work at the Cambe concern was noticedby PL . RENAUD
and U. .RIIR4Who recommended that I learnEnglish, and in 1926 they sent
me. to theirIandam branch with the idea of eventually making me one of their
vepresentatirea.- •

• My stay in England taught me a lot.. I worked In London during the day;
the director was Mr. Nash, and the representatives were Messrs. Bram and
Dangerfield& At night I went out to Bexeley Heath,'Eant.there I lived at
the 'home of •a Mrs'. Banoe, 2 Ettwonvi (7) Rd. I quickly made excellent con•
teats which not only. helped Me to study Bkaish but also to develop

• First I met a Pr. Richard Tessa Divey and his family,, then Mrs: Olivier,
then- MissIiabel Roxburgh and her family. I owe MisaRothurgh most; she was
most helpful in her guidance during the eleven months I was there, and we

.haVe.cerreemnded ever since.

When returned to France I. went heck to work at the tannery in St. Denis,.
meaning to wait until I hed completed my military service and was old enough
to take a representative's job, In order to hurry things along I decided to
.enlist for two yeara, and X selected the ' 21st. Infantry Regiment, then in.
garrison atikayence. Germany&

Until that time I didn't know what politics was. I- knew my father was
republican and a Freemason, end I hid attended several election mectings.tith
him, but it made no impression on me.

In 1928 I was a garrison soldier at Mayenoc, in the French army of
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occupation, as I had wished, and I forced myself to learn Germane But from
the start I pOiRad. the ill will that the German civilians bore the French.
Once I saw German children who spat at us es-wemarched to the , range aae
day; once when I tried to use the few words inlay German Vocabulary to talk
to a German, he walked away from me. Eventually sold iers were attacked, and
to our astonishment,: the authorities (at least as far as we knew) did nothing
about this. It was the beginning of German reassertion._

About that time samething happened Which was to influence my whole life..
I found a . paper called "L"Action Francaise u e I read it, and one article made
a precundimpression on me._ The author . talked of the weakneas of the French
government before German' activity; with tremendous foresight he said . that they
vailthings . were going,. the French would soon ' have to evacuate the Rbieeland,
and that 'the Germans could then rearm themselves at their leelikuire; and All
this in front of .a France which was givin6 itself up to comfort and to
Communist propaganda. 	 ..	 •

Months passed, and I didn't think about this paper zeaine and then we
had to evacuate the Rhineland', which was hard on me, but since my political:
formation was incomplete, that did not leave Emmy traces. I finished my
military service at Chaumont and then went back home.

Iaeen met an Englishwomen, a Mae.'Terrasse, 2 rue du Saule Fleuri, in
St. Denis. I enjoyed :talking to her in:English, and I got to know her

husband, M. Gilbert Terrease„ chief engineer for the . Chatiers de la Loire
at St. Denis, and their two daughters, Catherine 'andClaire.

The evenings when I was at the Teirasse haaa I frequentlusairlying'oa.
the table a 'copy of "L'Aetion ' Frincaise w and remembering the predictions
which I had reed at Mayenee, I began to read it regularly; then,' drawn by
the serioustone of the articles; I tried to find out more, about it. .I road'
the work of Bainville,then of Meurras and others, and finally I . went to one
of their meetings in St. Denis.

I studied the politics of this 'oUp for a year L 'at a time when it ene.
aiready.beginningto =bat the Communists of St. Denis, whose ciief, a'man
named Gerau4 at one time tried to win ma to his side by . having me read
several of Karl Mark's worke, and those of Engels and others.
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I studied the Polities of this group for a year, at a time when it
was already beginning to combat the Communists of St. Denis, whose chief',
althea named GeraUd, atone time tried to win me tob.ii side by having me!
road the severalof Karl Marx's works, and those of Eagels'and others.

I studied. the two. doctrines *partially, chose Action Franceiseond
joined the group in 1930-31.. .

tu 6 October 1941 t married Mi-s Catherine Terrasseo

I quickly became on active member of the St. Deniasection, a difficult
spot,. because Doriot was' at that time heading the Communists' at St. Denies,
The time came When the' work 	 the section fe.01 Ddrgely to M. Baudry and .
myself t and 'I visited the headquarters in the rue Bopeador*o.equently.. there

' I saw regularly'Raymond'Richardtwho was then secretary'of:lhatigae d' Action
France/se for' the Faris region. 'Richard assigned various 'Jobs 'to deiguoh:.
as surveillance of suspected' members,. attendance aa often as possible at,

.Communiat meetings; he:asked for a' report after each of these meetings. A,.	 •
I'pass over the conflict which led to the dinsolution:of the Action

Francaise, to' report what I did fram that'tine until September 1939. '•

The fir of A. Combo et Lila Was drifitiag toward beniruptay . because
of poor management.. The principalshareholder, an American itamed Blumenthal,
withdrew and- with him went the beat.teohnicisnat including M. Ribes,:those
protege	 Theta:ague deParis., et de Pays-Bas took'cricr:thebusinies' •
la 1933, and a general-directer s was nimed• this Was a 'professor Jew, lawyer
for the Neva ..(Raile Selassie):At the ' time 4 the Lthiopianaffair, whoa,
the newspaper l'ActiOn ...Francainithad *idle:any shakenoff. ;I'mn inclined
to believe that it.was:Politicai,revenge which caused my-discharge two 	 *
months after M. Temairriiwd. ; One of the assistant directors, M.. Pregeolierep

also a:mamber.of Actioarranceise,'Wns alsodischarged. I then went to work
for the COMpagnie laternationeie des Wagonpaitc.

it the beginning of I936" Richard introduced me to M. Mnuricp Pejo,. one
of the directors of Action'Francaise, and it Was agreed that I should have
the job . of following Doriot l e movement as clasely'as posaibleoand to make
reollar reports to Richard, who would transmit than to his chiefs.
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Darlot founded the ppy in rune 1936 ; I joined, and wat-reosived aa
a sort of prize by Doriot, beeause I was well known among royalists in St.
Denis. I was 6 delegate at allthe cangresses,.and . tifts was- in:an excellent
position to fallow the development of the partyvof its ehief, and its
principal members, and Richard got the reports agreed Ono'

On 3 September 1939 I joined	 52 near Sourges,and . was attacked .With
my rank'oteergeaat, to the 25 .th	 called tha.w 3byeuxi!., Alas en
accident that I was destined to fight the war with 'a battalion whose members -
were half Of ',:had Communists*

Early in September we were north of Bitohe in frost of theldaginot Lino
for afshoit time; the bad behavior of the "Tbyeuxl .mede it. iMpossible to keep
them at the front. They were withdrawn to a damp at Maillyi:diiiMmed,, sorted.
and the . worstones . eent to Africa..- I vas ' aelected for the dadie in Africa,. -
first at Co/omb-Rachir in seuthernAlgaria, then at Bou7DeAib.in.soutbern:
Earocce

In March 1940 a company was formed :and sent to Wadonine, southern Tunisia.
. I wei.agaWaideisted for .the cadre. s'In 'June Italy . deoIared,wavand.tW -

- fighting oathe- Tripoli front was reduced to a:minimum....The armistiee arrivedi
and'the' m Tiyeuxl. sent-to the phosphate mines near Gafsa, and we 'were tot to
see. France before October,.

.‘pince . 1931 I hid been aware that Cermany . waragetting Strongar.everY.110.-
.bothAA:. Military and diplomatic diractioni, and that'rrands:.7eiszettigg
weaker\it.mattereMilitary'anddiPlomatio., : aswiell AS morally, thanks to the .

0A:COMMuniam Which waiundeMaining .her resistance. I bad left for the:
army'. 1301939 . belivving that wacoUld beat' Germany once more,. which wasalso

• the l,oPlniportf Richard, whop I saw a . few ditY6 before I . left for the' front,
Richard .hitsd . told me that he was working for the 2.eme.BarOau, and I remember
..having:wrqten his from.Africa; at a . .time . whenI: waa doing . the'work ofa.
prition:guara . rither than that of a soldier, to ask•him - to . get me 'into the
same service.- His answer had 	 Y1ait a while, I'm looking after you."

el
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In November 1940 I returned to Paris and went to the Wagons-Lits to take

up my work with them, but the situation was such that they could not take me
back.

In the meantime I had seen Richard. We had discussed the situation.at
length, the alliance of the Russians and the Cermans,andRichard brought MA 	.
up to date on the events that had taken place' since TUne 194.0, events of which ,
I was ignorant because I had not been in Franoe. ' He pointed out to me how	 • '•
the Communists were alliid with the Germane and were alreaay taking advantage ,
of this to create ill-feeling among the nntionals. On the other . hand, he	 h,

c
./!‘explained to me that the Marshal had asked for the. armAtice to save our 	 ,•‘.

colonies and to In.6serve . a—government fe.f • Frande,. which would always be	 i I.
preferable to a Gauleiter.

..
• Being out of work, I saw Richard again, at which time he suggested to no 	 .1
that I . work for the Equipe, and he introducedme tell. Pelletier. Pelletier 	 1
and Richard gave me . literature concerning the Equipe to read: the gist. ok- than
was the recruiting of e . select group of FrenchMen ' from all classes in Order 	 j‘

• to provide the Marshal with the' cadres which' he weuldneed. I won't go any 	 :i,
further intojhase pamphlets put out by the Equipe . - they speak for themselves. i• •

Y.4 Pelletier got so my.first job,. which was to work for the "Cables de..
.	 ;	 \Lyon" at Bezons . (Seine).; While working there as sterekeePer, I . was to .study

the presonnel'and the cadre, and to report on the professional aptitude of
each 'as well as any COmmunistic activity.. ,I trusted LI. Pelletier, for one
reason 'because hebedtmen introduced tome by Riehard,and . alse because he
vas polide commissioner at Versailles; moreover he had certain letters fram
Draftnetrel aecreditinghim to the Occupied Zane..

.	 When:Pelletier cane back from Vichy hc would discuss his conversations
there with:Richard; several times I was present When he spoke of the'extrenely
friendly relations between the Marshal and Admiral

• ••• • .
Little by little the Equipe recruiteeLaval l s . cmst-effs to the Marshal

Petain and elements Of Action Francaise of Cisazt(DrsEertin, foriemakple)
they were.gladly-redeivedby the Equipe. When Puchau bedemalanister.ofthe
Interior 'the Equipe chiefs decided to placeproperly.qualified.men-whareftr ' •
possible,, it order that the 'Marshal might knOw things through these sources
which he would :never learn through ministerial channels.. Every man was:told
that hie first job was to get information of all sorts, at every level, is

unbitied as possible, in order that the Marshal might have informStiOn other
than that brought him by ministers who were too . oftex deceiving him
("deefaillants")..	 . •

'-'.; :•••;
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L. Pucheu created the S.P.A.C. (Ssrvice de Police Anti-Communists) and M.
Pelletier joined it as a Cammiesaire,. hiring various msmbers of the Equipe Mg.,
inspectors.

I neglected to say earlier that as the Equipe took shape, and M. Pel/etidt
was unable to travel, he took me Itom the "Cable$de Lyon:" and enrolled awn.
inspector with the Police de i s not at Versailles.. This served me as cover for
my.trips. I was paid by the Police de l'etat . and began travelling all OVOr •
France to recruit men. •

. One of my missions,, for example, was to se. Durand at Mantes for.M. Dubois
in Paris; ..1 told him what the EqUipe had in mind, and upon Dry return made a
report on hisreaction. In this way I built up a . file where both collaborators
and . Resisiance Members could be found, as well as all variationibeteeen the two
extreme... -

• List of Communist suspects were furnished to the S.P.A.C..by different
, organizations. Our job was to make inquiries, verifications of.doniailai

Morality, inquiries at.factories,to know if the' person in question still engagadV,!:'
in illegal activity. But M. Pelletier arranged it so tLat I went to theprovilaSet
as often as possible to continue my recruiting.

The directors of theS.P.A.C..soom.found what . M, Pelletier was doing: They
men too and they decided not to leave places for us.

had to quit, and I had to resimbecause the chief, M. Dettar, could not permit
. no to' travel. I think that . Richard . and the other inspectors stayed . th&es or ".
four months after my departure...

Work went on - . travel, conversations,-isports On the' worth 	 the
non I saw; the reports which I wrote in pen orpencil were typed by Richard's.

-secretarieS,who was then at 35 rUe Godot deleauroy. The typed reports were
either sent directly to M. Pelletier or married to 8 Blvd des Inval ides, where:
they went Out in the diplomatic pouch.

Months passed. The Equipehad-a directing committee, but I reuained the
'traveler". Occasionally Menetrel came to : Paris., Sometimes he saw only MO

Pelletier, at other times he saw Pelletier and . ,Richardi very occasionally he
'called from 10 to 15 members of the Equipe to 8 . Blvd des Invalides.

I rezmember very clearly that the Resistance mc'kihers always outnumbered
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the collaborators at there meetings. Another thing which interested me was
the =TM Pelletier always knew how to amae to the aid of M. KometreLxbasavOi
he was too closely pinned down by questions tram eallahoratore.

When the. Americans landed in Africa in November 1943 there 'was a.cp/it
in the Equipe. The Resistance members were happy, the ocillabaratora were not.
The latter. didn't believe the . landings-coUldhare been made without same omen- .
aity between the Marshal and Admiral Darlan,and frain that date they began to
distrust the EquiPe. The Resistance members, on the other hand, worked harder'- 	 •
than ever at recruiting.

According to pellOtier and Richard the Equipe became very . sUspeetin the
.eyesof the Germane ., and it was decided to make an urgentrequestof the Hershel
that he authatite-the creation of another group, to be:OaLled . the "Audi:, du
.Marechala" Several people in the provinces had alreadyTorganized . groups with
this name, at Tours, Lille, Bordeaux, Boulogne-, etc., , but the Germans . fobade
several-groupa,Hjust as they Vorbade the existence of the:Comite de Propagamla
Social du Marechal. whose headquartersvaa in Paris .; and whoSe chiefs were M.
Earion, Touze„Draghi, Garanton,.etc. . This last group had been 'formed without
the Marshal's Consent. 	 •

•• •	 •

After Many lettersend requests fram the Equipe, aupported by Menetiel, an
interview took place.. in march. 1943 at Vichy with Marshal Petain, Dr. Menetrcl.-

- and M. Ardel on one hand,and about 15 members of the Equipe an the other. I Was
there.	 .

\ It 'was difficult to create a "Centre d i :Etudes . Politiques a.. with headquarters.
• cf\6 . rue:Anato1e de la Forge,and a M. Chezlepretre al director, together with a
r. Ingrand.: .The'establishment of the "Amis du Marecnal" . ,follOwed several months

• later,. withthe.same headquarters and, as directors,laa Rene Dommange, Paris 	 -
. deputy,oind M. Palorson,former secretary at the General Secretariat a la Tettnesse...

.	 .	 .
The fact that we Were officially'reeognized by the Mershaltook away tram.

the Germans many MOE1M3 of repression..	 •

. 'I think that this incident : happened about that time; rhile: tYwaso at Nanates
amember . of the Equipe, a M. Fournier, asked me pointblank.."Ia it true that . - •
Richardworks for the German? P . Fazed:With my igaorancov he said: . "rbsve •
confidenee in you; a friend of mine in paris told ne . thatia Findaut, will you
end lot ma know."
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When I got,back to Paris I asked Richard that question,and he replied:
• re4,.it t s true r ,ankhe evlained how he . hed happened to enter into relations
with the Germans.

Ebre and more 'he Germans came to suspect that M. Menetrel and Pelletier
were playing a double game,and Menetrel decided that in the fature Richard
should carry out the contact with them. I knew that Menetrel and Pelletier had
worked to save Resistance members imprisoned by the Germans,and I know Richard
did the same thing.: I know sane of the men saved by the Eatipe were men like
Cdt. bretteville, d'Yvetot,the industrial Russeau from Sedan, etc.

EllY job with the "Amis du Mareohal" remained the same: . recruiting and
reports on persons; visited, clasdfication of thLeso people as Resistance
members or collaborators. M. PELORSON transmitted my reports to M. PELLETIER '
in Paris', and tri'M. MENETREL when he was at Vichy. NOthing iohanged for me.

.	 .
• sewRICAARD,'ocasionilly et . hate,' rue Godot de.Mauroy t .and we talked

about • the situation. He . cOmplainiid a lot about the 1pckof seriousness

	

part of the Resistants in 'their recruiting. Be told me that the Communists .	Lx.
were gaining' ground.everywhere;-that.they ware more .serious and liner hew to
peasessiOn/of,achutedaime, While the Resistanoe army had lots of good will. ,.
.but . n6*Opons. T cited 4xandipies of national Resistants, who understood the
Commnnisi danger. , and who were still denounced to the Germans as Communists.

•Such was thalcape of a non nemcdROCEE, from Lanniqa in 'Brittany, whom I-knew mad:.
wiaam it VB verY bard to get released. .

• •
.	 ,

. - -DD until alletewhieh I no .länger recallvI had to travel at my von,riak..
•.sinee Ihakho . Pepers of any sort,141ways in danger of arrest. In addition,
-earned very . little. ' SO I asked Dr:MENETREL'for an inc:eade In salary and for
some way of travelinc in sefety. PEELETIER and RICIIARD had previously told Me.
that it..was.easier•\for. a secret egentn . to work. if he was unknown, 'and that 'I was
smart enough tO'get . out ofdifficult.situetione.. Nevertheless my request.to.
Dr. MENETREL had Pomaireaults,:and my salary was increased. to 4000 francs a'MOnth,
and RICHARD gave me a German ausreis.

In my work. in the provinces. I rat frequently in -Couch with Resistance.gronps
enraged by UTNETREL, PELLETIER, and RICHARD, to wham I carried mete-ogee.
and about wham I reported to. Vichy. In this way I knew tl,c proups at Leon,

,f(-1
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led by WA. FANCROT and HOUDR4 the Hirson group, led by MM. CL/i.i.mNT and CA1LLE
the Sedan Group, led by hi. ROUSSEAU; the Versailles group, • led by M. BLANCHARD;
the Bourges group; led biy..VANUFLIN and CO3TES, etc., all anti-German,

Reeistants, but-also anti-Communist.

I was also in touch with several Resistance groups whose leading spirits..
did not want to join us, such as MM. PIARD at St. Pierre d g Entranont, PAULETTE
of Dontfront, the Abbe (?) at Argentan, Colonel BECIET at Montmercd, an 'unknown
at St. Melo, etc.

One day, on the reommendation of'Col. BEGRET, I went to sea Col. MadMET
at Besancon. He was a . chief of the FrenCh 2 me Bureau. .116 listened ' tow
expknations but didnothing. I remember that' when he was reading my report
M. Pelletier told me I should not have gene to see such a person : without
first havinp asked Permission..	 .

I always remember that in the course ofmy conversations with Richard
there was - the ' question of his reports with London or with.the:Frenah 2 ame
Bureau at Algiers. He often mentioned the name of M. Freinay. I also

• remamber that in 1942 Richard said he had to get 	 touch with the Comte
desParis,than in Spain, and at the time there was same question whether 'I

• might make the. trip, but he did not speak of it again. •

Tuly 1944. Richard called me to the rue Godot de Mauroy one day and told
'me that he waited in the arms matter.' A mannammed . Litt, about wham he had

• • made inquiry in 1942 (original text not clear), bad cone to sae him. This."
awn had been accused atone time of selling stocks of iron, steel and other
•high priority materials to the Germans. Litt had:made this propositions he
knew some Germans who were anti-Cammunists,-who saw that they had lost the
war,. and were looking for some French anti-eannuniets who would fight against
communism which would break out as soon as the . Germans °elapsed.. .

Richard sae two possibilities in this propotitiont.
communist campaign itself,which the wAmis du Marechal o had alwaYs been
interested . in ,but which because of.leekof weapons, they wouldnot.carry.
on; and two, a chance for Resistance groups to get hold of weapons which
the Germans would give to other groups like the R.NoP.. P.P.F. Fransietes,
etc.., if we did not accept their proposal. '	•

.0 R.7
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• At gave me the job, which was thanks to the names of collaborators
my files, to present to the Germane men whose opinions were opemly known',
and then to study . the possibility of making three or four large depots at

. the homes Of people we were sure of, in order to keep the arms for ourcelres.

Richard left the rue Godot di Mauroy and•established . himself in the rue:.
Arsene.Abussaye. Soon he introduced to the Germans his fltreika l"„ composed
of myself for recruiting, Dumas for information service, and Jaepot for

• The Gerbans had requisitioned a private house in the Avenuelidadllahono
Their names Were : NEBEL, HAGEDORN and VALENTIN. .

. I . made the first autothobile trip with DUMAS, NEBEL drove and a man
nemed' ALBERT who had been introduced' by LITT, also went along. .Before leaving,
•RICHARD specifically told me to see the people I was to visit alone awl not in
.front . of NEBEL or ALBERT, Whom he thoup:htWas an agent Of theR.N:P. 'When we
got back, there was a scene .between ALBERTand.RICAARD ". ALBERTjomplained that
I bed not.lat.him meet thepeople visited, and RICAARD replied-that.heelonewas.
responsible for the political.side Of the business, and that it would•Continue:
that way.

.Serera: days passed in a fairly tense atmosphere.. Then there Was ameeting'
in the . .Are. Madahon where N7212I,.1LM=0M, VALENTIN, and a man named AESEKOW	 •
represonted . the Germans, while RICHARD, IJTT, ALBERT,. DUMAS and I were the French::
BESEKOff was the German chief.whomas incharge of the whole thing. ALBERT told' •
him his ece,pleints. RICHARD held his ground,'and.it was decided that Al*RT wouldj...
no longer te concerned in the distributiolLof arms. Actually, I macie.a second
and . last . trip, • and.ALBERT did not go along. : •	 •

However I also met people in the Resistance. I net M. BARMY, known LT
the pesistanoe'as VIZETIEN, this way. The first moeting - toOk•place at the home

Of' Ma CF-272-EPPETRE, in the rue Teen Goujon in Paris,. then at M. BIRDZY's office,
rue Drouot.. It was a&r:ed th=t M. BARUZYs men would be armed with the wesponu
stocked on the Ile St: . Denis, at the /lame of, M. DENOJEAN, and it was done; ono
part of this stock armed BkRZY's non, and .the other the Resistanaa group of the
ne Si/Denis, led y M. GOLDOWL

JL stioond depot WWI set up.by
it was the most important of all,
arra a group of .PcImpiers . in Paris,
and likwise, throuch	 CP-WIRY

RIOEARD at Zeubonna in Kieffer's hams, and
according to what RICIURD said. It served
completed the armament of M. BARDZY's group

RTRE, armed a group at the 'dotal de Ville.


