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VATICAN REACTION TO PRESS REPORTS OF POST-WWII
ASSISTANCE TO WAR CRIMINALS .

1. ON FEBRUARY 12 LOCAL PRESS REPORTED EXTENSIVELY ON THE
REQUEST BY THE SIMON WIESENTHAL CENTER TO HOLY SEE
SECRETARY OF STATE SODANO FOR THE RELEASE OF THE VATICAN
DOCUMENTATION CONCERNING THE ESCAPE OF WORLD WAR II NAZIS
FROM ROME TO SOUTH AMERICA. THE RECENT RELEASE OF SECRET
POLICE FILES IN ARGENTINA REPORTEDLY SHOW THAT WAR
CRIMINALS TRAVELLED TO SOUTH AMERICA WITH PASSPORTS ISSUED
BY THE VATICAN AND THE RED CROSS.

2. IN AN INTERVIEW PUBLISHED BY "LA REPUBBLICA' ON
FEBRUARY 13, FORMER VATICAN FOREIGN MINISTER CARDINAL
ACHILLE SILVESTRINI DENIED THE INVOLVEMENT OF THE HOLY SEE
IN ISSUING VATICAN PASSPORTS TO WAR CRIMINALS BUT ADDED
THAT SOME INDIVIDUAL CLERGY MIGHT HAVE HELPED PEOPLE TO
FLEE FOR HUMANITARIAN REASONS. SILVESTRINI NOTED THAT ALL
VATICAN DOCUMENTS OF THE YEARS 1939-1945 RELATING TO THE
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WAR HAVE BEEN RELEASED.

3. VATICAN SPOKESMAN NAVARRO VALLS ISSUED A STATEMENT ON
FEBRUARY 14 DENYING ALLEGATIONS THAT THE HOLY SEE PROVIDED
NAZI WAR CRIMINALS WITH PASSPORTS WHICH ENABLE THEM TO
FLEE EUROPE. "ON THE CONTRARY - NAVARRO VALLS STATED -
PIUS XII AND THE HOLY SEE CONTRIBUTED TO SAVE THE LIFE OF
THOUSANDS OF JEWS." NAVARRO VALLS REFERRED TO THE
PONTIFICAL ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE FOR REFUGEES WHICH
OPERATED AFTER THE WAR UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF ALLIED AND
ITALIAN AUTHORITIES. "IT WAS EASY TO ASSUME A FALSE
IDENTITY AND TO DISAPPEAR AMONG THE REFUGEES TRYING TO
ESCAPE" - HE ACKNOWLEDGED - "BUT TO CHARACTERIZE THE WORK
OF THE PONTIFICAL ASSISTANCE COMMITTEE AS DIRECTED TO
ASSIST WAR CRIMINALS IS HISTORICALLY FALSE."

4. THE POPE, SPEAKING TO REPORTERS ON HIS PLANE TO AFRICA
FEBRUARY 19, DISMISSED ALLEGATIONS OF ORGANIZED VATICAN
AID TO ESCAPING WAR CRIMINALS. HE REFERRED TO NAVARRO
VALLS AND THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER'S STATEMENTS AND
ALSO NOTED THAT SIMILAR ACCUSATIONS IN THE PAST HAD BEEN
INVESTIGATED AND DISCOUNTED BY "COMPETENT AUTHORITIES."
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