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** 18 Rovember 1971
MEMORANDUM FOR THE FECORD . ,\,.,xn,;l-__‘ : - 3 '
1 .

O SUBJECT ¢ Heinrich"MUELIER, last Chief of the Geatapo, Viktor ABAIGIMOV,
et al. .
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Response to IR No.: 3901
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ST - The firat time I hezrd asbout Heinrich MUELLER (I do not remember ) ) !
the first name) was in the summer of 1952 while working in the Austro- C ey
- German Department of the FCD MGB when I was responsible for carrying
out counterintelligence work against the Gehlen organization and for the
"Subversive" groups in West Berlin and in West Germeny. I remember that

34

I read a fev excerpts of the debriefing and interrogetion of MUELIER. AV 3 §3
that time in 1952 he vas held in Vledimir MGB Prison. At that prison there cH B
vas a speclal wing where most of the Nazi Germany tapo and Intelligence B M
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f ‘icers were kept. Among others there were Hans"P IENBROK, T6XY)
av KNECHT (I believe he was a General), MUELLER, etc. Most of those ;-‘ / 3
\Q"' . people first were sentenced by a Soviet Military Tribunal to death and ‘
{t" o' then because of their value to Soviet Intelligence their sentences vere r
V' commted to 25 years in prison. All of those people as officials of the
Gestapo and German Intelligence were sentenced- for war crimes.
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2. I do not know if any time before 1952 "MUELLER wes in some sort of
protective custody. As far as I remember MUELLFR and others from 1945-1946 -
were interrogated by SMERSH. When ABAKUMOV became the MGB Minister in 1946 : h oG Q
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they were fully debriefed by a German Department of the Seonnd Ohiol -
Directorate of the MIB. fTheyr ka2 Liy iiles on all those people. (KOTE: Because
vuere vas no Germen Embassy 1n Moscow the German Department of the SCD originelly
started the work againet Gehlen Organization circa 1547. In the £a1l of 1951
the Germsn Department of SCD was dissolved and about 15 officers came to the
Austro-Cerman Department of the FCD (and another 15-20 were sent to Germany )
vith their files which vere connected with West Germany and West Beriin.)
,' o, &gar as I remember, at time or another vas debriefed by Col.
A, by Captain Georgy'LINVKIN and I believe wgax. , and at one time
J \‘ my employee VelentinaYORLIK wemt to Vladimir as interpreter (I do not remember
\ with whom) when MUELXER and ‘PICKENBROK were additionally debriefed. At this
time the debriefing was concerned personally asbout GBHLEN |and his officers
for their possible epproach and recruitment. I'm sorry ta ssy that I do not .
remember now any specific information given by MUELLER. \ - :
) " /'l ] /
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3. It is my belilef that there was no plen at that time to try
MUELLER for War Crimes because he vas already sentenced earlier for
25 years. My connection with Gehlen and other West German organizations
ceased in March 1953 when I was transferred to emother job.

4, 4. For sure I remember the nsme SCHOLZ but I do not remember in
want connection.
rmeer dnaa A

e. Viktor €. OV's secretary (and he was in some vay
investigator) was Lt. Col{{BROVERMAN. He was a Bugsian Jew vho knew
perfect German.. He was ABAKUMDV'e private secretary to whom sometimes
we ze'led Assistant. BROVERMAN was arrested together with ABAIIUMOV in
August 1351 and was shot (I do not remember when but definitely STALIN
was still alive and before ABAKUMOV's execution in 1954) because he
knev too much sbout STALIN, EERIYA and other Soviet high officlals.
NOTE: MUELLER's name appeared in Olge. HEIHOV '6 T11e” (West German |

actress) which was kept by BROVERMAN Y& h:l,s arrest. Please do not
make mistakes between BROVERMAN and Col \é'e V. CHERNOV was Chilef
of MGB Secretariat and also was arreste tohet r with ABAKUMOV and
was sentenced to 15 years imprisonment. (I knew\CHERNOV's wife personally
and she used to work in SMERSH during WWII and after and she did vork for
MGB 1in 1951 but I do not remember in vhat field.)! | L)
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f. Definitely there was a Soviet agent with the nome LEOPOLD but
I do not remember whether 1t was a true neme or a ?_gpt. .
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g v is quite possible bhat )Ialter‘/LUEDELb re saciticel vith
mentioned by me previouslyLEDER"(LEDERER) who was a Soviet agent and
one time wae run byHMSIOMONCHUK through or in Austria (plemse check with
my previous reports) known to me as LEDER and vas preaumbly vas an
Austrian or Swiss millionaire.

i, I read end heard the neme HAGEN but I do not rememoer nov in whet
connection. .

5. I would never believe that if the Soviets had found MUELLER's:
body complete with documents end medals that they would have turned over
the documents or the medals to the German Graves Registration people
(Wno ceres?). If they had done this end I velieve they did only to
mislesd the Western Allies showing that MUELLER is deed and in reality
they would debrief MUELIER tully and would use him to their adventage.
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6. I specifically do not know that Soviet intelligence made the
wvorld believe that MUELLER had been killed at the end of the war. I
strongly believe the Soviets mislead the West. Of course, 1t is
possible that MUELIER killed himself later in Soviet jail (which is
unbelievable) or it is more likely that he died later in Soviet hands.

T and 8. I have no information on these two questions therefore’
do not want to speculate.

NOTE: In the period Trom 1945-19%0 so many Soviet agents, even
good agents, were shot or sentenced to long imprisomments because the
deteat of Germany and.the policy of the Soviet State Security at that
“time. 'Even if MUELLER defected to the Soviets at the end of WWIT he
wvould be sentenced for not less than 25 years imrrisonment. If he wés
recruited only at the end of WWII it would -not have saved him trom
imprisonment. : . R
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TO: DERYABIN
10 November 1971

Subject: Heinrich MUE LLER, last Chief of the Gestapo, Viktor ABAKUMOV, et. al.

What did ydu see and hear that provides the basis for your statement that

MUELLER was held in VLADIMIR prison, 19_45-1946 ?
Was he heid as a prisoner orin protecﬁve custody ?
Was there a plan to try MUELLER for war crimes? If so what?
Do you have any information about: '
a Jakob LOE LLQEN, born 17 March, 18972

b. johannes KASSNER aka KA_SUBOWSKI, born 5 dctobér:190;?

¢. Heinz PANNWITZ, born 28 July, 19112 ' '

d, Christian SCHOLZ, born Z‘September 1908, specia.liét in radio operations?

Viktor S. ABAKUMOV 's (Jewish) secretary or intarrngatnr?

[

f. Berlin police officer Friedrich LEOPOLD, born 29 April 18807

g. Walter LUEDERS, born 20 September 18922

" h.Bernard LESURINIER, born 2l January, 1901, a German new spaper man?

i. Wilhelm HOETTL aka Walter HAGEN, born 19 March, 19157

General Hans RATTENHUBER, born 30 April 1897 (ran HITLER's
body guard). :

5. Do you think that, if the Soviet Sexrvice had found MUELLER's body
complete with documents and medals, they would have turned over either

the documents or the medals to the German gra s registration people soon
after the end of the war? Would they ever have done this? Why?

6. Did you ever hear anything about a Soviet operation to make the world
believe MUELLER had been killed at the end of the war? Escaped to the
West? Killed himself? Was held by the Soviets when he .vas not?

7. Have you a'ny reason to believe MUELLER defected to the Soviets?

8. Have you any reason to believe the Soviets had recruited MUELLER as an

agent before the end of the war?
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