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DIST: 26 MAY 1990 
COUNTRY: LIBERIA 
SUBJ: MORALE AMONG SENIOR OFFICERS IN THE ARMED FORCES 

OF LIBERIA ' 

TEXT: 1. ACCCRDING TC A sENICR ARMED FCRCEs CF LIBERIA (AFL) 
MILITARY CFFICIAL, AS CF 23 MAY 1990 MCRALE AMCNG sENICR AFL CFFICERs 
HAS CCNTINUED TC DETERICRATE. THE NON-KRAHN sENICR CFFICERs HAvE 
BEEN MCsT AFFECTED WITH MCRALE PLUMMETTING EvEN FURTHER FCLLCWING THE 
RECENT KILLINGS OF soLDIERs FRCM THE GIC AND MANC ETHNIC GRCUPs. 
DURING 22 TC 23 MAY AT LEAsT TEN AFL soLDIERs, THE MAJORITY FRCM THE 
72ND MILITARY CAMP IN MCNRCvIA, WERE KILLED AND THEIR BODIES BADLY 
MUTILATED. soLDIERs FRCM THE CTHER ETHNIC GRCUPs HAvE BEGUN TC RAIsE 
QUESTIONS ABCUT THEIR CWN sECURITY AND ExPREssED A FEAR THAT THE 
KRAHNS WILL MCvE TO ELIMINATE THEM NEXT. (:COMMENT: THERE HAVE 
BEEN UNSUBSTANTIATED REP0RTs THAT DURING THE EvENING OF 22 MAY 
ExECUTIvE MANsICN GUARD (EMG) sCLDIERs EXECUTED A LARGE NUMBER OF AFL 
sCLDIERs OF GIC AND MANC ETHNIC BACKGROUND. THEsE sCLDIERs WERE 
REPCRTEDLY UNDER DETENTICN AT THE BARCLAY TRAINING CENTER STOCKADE.) 
(FIELD COMMENT: THERE HAS BEEN NC CCNFIRMATICN OF A LARGE NUMBER CF 
GIC AND MANC sCLDIERs HAvING BEEN KILLED; HCWEvER, THE TENsICN WITHIN 
THE MILITARY HAS BEEN EXACERBATED BY THE BELIEF THAT sUCH AN EVENT 
DID INDEED CCCUR. sEvERAL sENICR LIBERIAN GCvERNMENT CFFICIALs HAVE 
REMARKED THAT IF THE REPCRT Is TRUE, THEY PLAN TC REsIGN FRCM THE 
GCvERNMENT FCR MCRAL REAsCNs.) 

2. sENICR AFL CFFICERs ALSO HAVE BECCME DIsILLUsICNED WITH 
PREsIDENT sAMUEL K. ((DOE'S)) REsPCNsE TC THE REBEL INsURGENCY. MCsT 
KRAHN ADvIsCRs CLCsE TC DCE DIsTRUsT THE NON-KRAHN CFFICERs AND 
PURPCsELY LEAVE THEM CUT CF THE PLANNING AGAINST THE INsURGENTs. THE 
CURRENT GRCUP CLosE TC DCE IS CCMPRIsED CF THE CCMMANDER CF THE EMG 
BRIGADIER GENERAL CHARLEs ((JULUE)), THE CCMMANDER CF THE ARMED 
FCRCEs IN BUCHANAN LIEUTENANT CCLCNEL sAMUEL ((APPLETON)), AND FCRMER 
CCMMANDER CF THE FIFTH BATTALICN CCLCNEL DAvID C. ((NlMELY)). THIs 
GRCUP MEETS REGULAR Y WITH DCE TC DIsCUss THE PLANNING AND 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF MILITARY STRATEGY. ALTHOUGH CHIEF OF STAFF 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL HENRY ((DUBAR)) HAS RESPONSIBILITY FOR DIRECTING' 
THE EFFORT AGAINST THE INSURGENCY GROUP, THE KRAHN GROUP DOES NOT 
LISTEN TO DUBAR AND DISMISSES MOST RECOMMENDATIONS COMING FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE (MOD). 

3. AS A REsuLT OF ETHNIC ALLEGIANCES, THERE ARE TWO CHAINS OF 
COMMAND WITHIN THE MILITARY. THE MOST RECENT EXAMPLE occuRRED DuRING 
THE PLANNING TO RETAKE BUCHANAN. THE MOD SUBMITTED A PRoPosAL TO DOE 
WHEREBY A PLATOON OF AFL soLDIERs WOULD TRAvEL A DIRT RoAD NoRTHwEsT 
OF THE ST. JOHN BRIDGE I=oR FIVE TO SIX MILES TO AN INTERsEcTIoN WITH 
THE LIBERIAN AGRIcuLTuRE COMPANY (LAC) RoAD. AFTER REACHING THIS 
POINT sEvERAL soLDIERs WOULD SET UP AN AMBUSH AGAINST THE REBELs AND 
THE oTHERs WOULD PROCEED TOWARDS BUCHANAN. AT THE SAME TIME, THE AFL 
WOULD LAUNCH AN ATTACK ON BUCHANAN FROM THE ST. JOHN'S BRIDGE 
uTILIzING ARTILLERY. JULUE DID NoT LIKE THE PRoPosAL, BUT PRoIvIIsED 
TO TAKE IT uNDER coNsIDERATIoN. I:COMMENT: THE PLAN WAS 
SUBMITTED sEvERAL DAYS AGO AND ALREADY IS BEHIND SCHEDULE TO BE 
EFFECTIVE. THUS, THE MOD DOES NOT BELIEVE THE PLAN WILL BE PUT INTO 
EFFECT) 

4. TO DATE, THERE HAS BEEN NO EVIDENCE OF SENIOR OFFICERS 
PLANNING A COUP OR ATTEMPTING TO REMOVE DOE THROUGH ANY OTHER MEANS. 
FOR HIS PROTECTION DOE HAS MANY WEAPONS LOCATED IN ZWEDRU WITH THE 
4TH BATTALION AND AT THE EXECUTIVE MANSION. MOST SENIOR AFL OFFICERS 
BELIEVE DOE SHOULD STEP DOWN AND TURN THE GOVERNMENT OVER TO A 
TRANSITIONAL TEAM. HOWEVER, DOE SEEMS DETERMINED TO FIGHT AGAINST 
THE INSURGENCY UNTIL THE END. MANY SENIOR OFFICERS DO NOT BELIEVE 
THE AFL CAN WIN MILITARILY AND EXPECT DOE TO DEPART LIBERIA AT THE 
I““’“‘“”
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