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SECRET
Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

tTO	 . Chief Contact Division	 Dan 4 Dso 59
FOR	 : Suppoi:t Drench	 . .
KAOM. ; C	 -.1	

• NR-2125

C la lAssident Agent

$Y111711 CIA Finn4a1 Responsibility . taMichael MarlalC , :	 . • '
Ss...?	 .

•

I. We wish to bring to your. eitentien a davelopient which' requires
priority investigation 'and' urgent remedial action. It concerns an $1,800	 .
fraud perpetrated in the MOO of the Central . lntelligence ' Agency on two	 .•
'contacts of this officer,. Micheal and Ketherina Marlak.	 .	 . • .

,	 •	 .
.2'. The background. We' .first,heard of' the Marlaks through a. Guide 223 .

• ford'deted 26 'February 1959, which indicated that they woUld be visiting •
- Ruiiie ‘ and Poland that'JUne. • On 6444, ve were advised that our request for
:Security checks,hadAbeen cancelled "because of prior interest of another	 ..
cOmponent% . In sarlY October, other vources'recommended Marlak to our
attention because of talks he had been ' giving around Waterbury, Connecticut,

• following his return, and on 9 •Octoberve queried Suipport about whether we
• Might see him. .The . ieply'to thisves • that 62/10 had intended to use him, but
• decided against it, and we could go Shied. On 14 . 0ctoberfindax confirmed
..this:permission both by tefememo and a ,clearance fora:1124.: We then vent

• about establishing' contact with thaNarliki throk,igh. contacis of Chase Copper
• and Brass Company, of Waterbury', where Mirlak . is.a calting Opp' specialist.
. Since he was temporarily working on , the' watch and his-wife works* (arvan

accountant) during the daytime, it was arramged-forUs : to.make,our visit to
his home the. evening of 3.Ducemberao that therwould:lioth'be available at

3. 'ye found the-Marlaks.an extremely..friendly, intereated, • and intelligent.
-. couple, living in a modernized,-.pine-paimeLltid:faimhbuse

o
surrounded by ten .

acrei of woods, outhouses, end beautifully manicured lins divided by a 	 •
• stream. If Marlak had -received an engineering training instead of going to

• work as a youngster, he voulddoUbtless be . a weber of thakpuse management;'
as it is, be' 'isconstantly . banbardii3g Chi 's* •fOr, a chance to assume more
responsibility in the firm. in short, the -Contrast between the Marlmkaand
their home surroundings, and these of his fellow millWorkers Who live nearby,
is startling.. Both' he and his . wife are secend-generation Americana, solid
citizens and willing to do animbing for their county inecludiwg accept'
operational assignments. .71m1r:caliber is indicated by the that that they
would still serve. in theaage ' eannee *coley despite rebeivinctreiiment.which
they feel is unjust-, yhinfillea left taile bewildered, ended the *ring of
which left our Contact Specialist hard	 to. it tO hike.his-owareaction.
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• The eirolisstances. Not Um& after our welcase during which we
presented our credentials as usual, the Marlaks said they had a problem
they hoped we might be able to help resolves It all started same time
before the 1938 touring sewi began, when one of their Marlak relatives
in NOW Jersey said he had um* across another relative, aid suggested a
!wally get-together in Nev Jersey, to which the Cconecticut Merlaks went.
Teem they met Xonstanty Mierlak, of 197 Rolbling Street, Brooklyn 11, Wm
York, an accounting department worker for the Eolland-America Line. They
gathered that "Monte" had left Russia about 13 years ago via Italy and
South America, and that he was on the way to becoming an AMerican. they also
learned that they itill had relatives, living a few miles from Minsk, who
appeared to be Marlak's first cousins and Mlerlak's second-cousins, •1bor3.aii
knew that his late father had lived somewhere near the Niemen River, but it
had not occurred to him that.there.would still: be relatives in the area; he
had never heard from anybody there, and although his rather had said he
hopedMarlak could sone day visit the area, Marlak never gave it much consider-
ation.

•••
3. In September, Mierlak got the )*risks aside" and propositioned them -

about making a trip to the USSR and looking up the re1ative/1. .EM offered to
pay all their expenses if they could go right sway, even including Mrs.
Marlak's salary, but the Marla*, could not get 'away onsuch ' short notice, and,
it was mit until sometime over the 1958 . 59 tinter that the subject WIDA again .
developed. This time Connie said that it:wOnidn't'be possible" to 	 all the

, expenses, but he attiseethatAheirrounitrip'eir fare woad be paid ? el;
nmount coming to around $1,806. Re cautioned % them against mentioning hls.1
interest to anybody, Ultimately gave then operatiOnal:aisignments (we know of.
tvo); told them to take all the pictures of the area they could, and to bring
back as scomprefiensive a story as possible about various conditions' in the area..
Re also told them to go ahead and buy their tickets and to give him the receipt,
and that he would get the Money and . parthni back oily :their return.--%.

6. The Marliks did as they were" told, and we have heard' a. longeccouni
of their efforts to make contact with their 'relatives.' It reads like episodes •.
out or "Foreign Intrigue," involving 'doped champagne, irreet forpicture
tailing by seeurity agents. .(and.vice versa), and. the 	 in 'which they .
discussed it caused us to accept their account. se factual. 'The lain point is
that, of their 13 days , in the USSR, they spent five. days 'in. Minsk trying to do .
their job for no other reaion thin that they bad been asked to ;lake the effort 	 '
in return for air, passage. As . Marlak	 "MinekisMo.touriet!mease:' We	 . • 4

did it because we thought it Was important. :NOW,-,we:feellsoMehow, 	 as though we've .
been ben, and	 Inn!t: like Lit- and we ,ner' f4tOrtitit;ff 	- •	 . •	 •
.	 • .	 . 	 •	 .	 .	 .	 .	 •

• •:	 .•	 .	 .d.

7. Coonie
.
 net the Marlake at the airport on -their return,.and.spOke vith,

them briefly: Some days later, they net again, at which tine Connie informed
them that, after they had left the US, he learned that his supiriors'Wouldn't
pay for the trip afteco.all. The Marlaks were Aumfolnded. ' In the' course:Of:

:	 ••".
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subsequent eorrespemdence back and forth, plus verbal discussions with COMliflf." tthe NerlekS case to underetand that Connie 's superiors vex, the Central	 ' .;,
latilliosnoe Agency. This vas evidently confined in their minds via

	

'	 .',4-,	 I
contacts node shortly after their misfire by Jim Pie of the Boston Officer, 	 - ,'.
since Connie seemed to be mare of that (=tact and ecknovledged the	 •
organisational comnecticu between Jim and Coonies superiors. Furthermore, . 	 . • :
the kind of information of interest to Jim made the Narlisks believe that 	 -
their journey certaialyves indeed of real interest to CIA, even though they
were unsuccessful in its ultimate operational purpose. 	 •	 4

.	 8. During the coursd of this account, which, to our smasement, Tee
rendered more in sorrow than in anger, the Narlaks asked us for an opinion

• as to whether we thoveNt such a thing vas "right and decent." Our only 	...
possible Weever vas that we had lever heard of such a .proposition having been .

.. • made and (after a look at their, correspondence) we felt it vise to add that
we Would look intait.. Following this, plus looking at a couple of hundred
pictures and 600 feet of movies, we found occasion to caution the Nerlaks
against discussing this situation with anyone, with particular reference to
the operational aspects of their mission. They ea* they heft% and wouldn't,
aed.we left on relatively' friendly terms.

•
.- . . 9. We have 's. very poSitivefeeling that this is not a iituationthat can.	 ..

be brushed underpae rug. We , helieve the Masks to be 'honorable, responsible' . '..i.
people with the liet interests . of the United 'States at heart. We also believe	 ..

• that our relatichs with first-generation Americans in this area will suffer a' , • ...
, crippling blow if the matter is not straightened out in very short order, end
to that end we invite your atientiOntolthe copies we' hive made of their
correspondence with Connie; We have stapled ittogether, and suggest your
particular perusal of the last' item, which is undated. This is a roughed-out
version of . a letter they were working on summing.up the situation as they see . ,. 	 .
it. They . did not say where . they were going' to send it -- possibly it vas going - ..
to. Jim Pye if they,lmew his address. Theyypre'perfectly willing to give it % . .., .
to us for disposition;-although emphasizinethat ‘ they:were. "just:thinking out

:loud" and it wasn't,c0agete. ' ,	 .	 .	 .4. .
..

10.. Regardless of who may have been responsible for this Situation, there
are these thiege to consider: 	 ,

a. The *risks believe the CIA wanted them to make the journey,
they performed as best they could, they were subsequently de- ,,
briefed by tvo acknowledged Agency representatives, anevhat':..'.:
they believe to be CIA has welshed oe:a promise to pay their..:7....,
.transportation to and fros (but not in) the'Soviet:Unien.
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b. The arlaks hoped to make the trip an their ovn some time,
US following a business depression in Waterbury plum •
strike at Chose, they were in no position to cough up
$1,800 On their own at the time they vent.

ll. : WO are sending a copy of this memo, plum enclosures to Boston so
'110C/gi vill knOw it heels/mod, what is currently afoot, and that the
Allisks Iwo concented OW disgust on this office. We hope it will be
possible to give attention to this memo very quicicly. Please advise.

_:23
lcoeures: as stated

cc :

FUR: Michael Nhrlak


