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1. We wish to briug to your attention a dmnlopent vh.Lch req\ure-
priority investigation 'and urgent remedial sction. It concerns an’ $1,800
fraud perpetrated in the name of the Central Intelligence Agency on wo
‘contacts of this office, Hichul and Khtberinu Ma.rla.k.

R} .
-2. The omd. We first heu'd of the lhrl&kn through a. G\ndn 223 PRI
. tmjn dn_ted Tuary 1959, vhich Mutod that they woild be visiting - L

""Russia. and Pohnd that June. On §°May, ve vere advised that our request for
“Security checks had.been cancelled "because of prior interest of snother
ccnpancnt . I.n ‘early October, other ‘sources ‘recamended Marlak To our :
_attention bocause of talks he had been giving around Vaterbury, Connecticut,
following hiz return, and oa 9 ‘October.ve quaried Support about vhether ve
night see him. ‘The reply to this ‘was that SR/10 had intended to use bim, but ;
" decided against it, and we could go ahead. On b ‘October, Index confirmed
" this permission both by ‘telememo and & clearsnce fomm' - We then vent
about establighing: contact with the Marlks through ea:ucts “of Chesé Copper
and Brass Campany, of Waterbury, vhere Marlak is .a casting shop specialist.
Since he was temporarily working on the dog watch and his wife works (as an

". ‘sccountant) during the daytime, it ves arranged -ror.us' to.make our visit to

T

his hme f.he evening of 3 Dz.cqnber 80 that they voul.d bot.h be avauable at . ;'
once. " o
3. he found the Merleks an extremely ﬁiendly intere-ted, and mtemgent P
couple ) living in a modernized, pinc-panelled farmhouse surrounded by ten .
acres of woods, outhousel, end beauuruuy manicured loms divided by a
stream. If Marlak had received an engineering training instead of going to
work as a youngster, he would.doubtless be -a member of the, Chase management ;-
as it 1s, he 'is consteaily bunba.rd.mg Chase for a chance to assume more:
renponnibility in the firm. In short, the contrast between the Merlaks and
their hame surroundings, snd t.hose ot his fellow millworkers who live naarbdy, -
1s startling.. Both he aad his vife are second~generation Americans, solid
citizens, and willing to do anything for their count;-y uding accept’
operstional assigmments. - Thefir: cnliber 1is ‘indicated by the. fact that they
would etill serve in tae: unk ahner today despite receivmg ‘trestment vhich S
they feel is unjust, vhich has left thsh bewildered, and ou the hearing of R
which lert our Conte.ct Specio.lint ha.nd p\ﬂ’. to- it to hide his ‘onm. renctiou. R N
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. learned that they still hed relatives living & few miles fram Minsk, vho
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4. The circusstances. HNot long after our welcome, during vhich ve
presented G GTdentials as usual, the Merlaks said they had a provlem
they hoped we might be able to help resolve, It all started same time
before the 1958 touring seasan began, vhen cne of their Marlak relatives
in Nev Jersey said he had came across another relative, and suggssted a
femily get-together in Nev Jersey, to which the Comnecticut Marlaks vent. A
There they met XKonstanty Mierlak, of 197 Roebling Street, Broocklyn 11, New '~ . . - .
!&k,mucmt&ngdmruntmhrtortholonmdhnnum They o
gathered that "Connie™ had left Russia sbout 15 years ago via Italy and $ .
South Americs, and that he vas on the way to becaming an AMerican. They also '

appeared to de Marlak's first cousins and Mierlak's second cousins. -Marlak °
imev that his late father had lived samevhere near the Niemen River, dbut it
had not occurred to him that there would still: be relatives in the ares; he
bad pever heard frcm anybody there, and although his tather had said he

hoped Marlak could same dny visit the ares, Mnrlnk never gave it much comider-' i
. ation. ) :

5. Im Septamber, Mierlak got the )u.rh.ks uide ‘and propositioued them ~
about making & trip to the USSR and looking up the relatived. - He offered to
PRy all their expenses if they could go right avay, eved including Mrs. .

Marlak's salary, but the Marlaks couwld not get svay oa uuch short notice, and -
1t vas not until sometime over the 1958-59 Winter that the subject vas again .
developed. Tnis .time Connie said that it vénldn't ‘be possible to pay all the | -
. .. expenses, but he advised that the:Lr round’ ‘trip eir fare would be paid, en
“ amount coming to l.round $1,800. He cautioned: them against mentioning hts -
interest to agybody, ultimstely gave them operational assigmments (we imow of.;
two), told them to take all the pictures of the area they could, end to bring:
back as ecnpmenuve a story as possible about -various cor.cutiom in the area..
He also told them to go shead and buy their tickets and to give him the receipt, .
andthat hevouldget ﬂ:e noueyandpeythenbackon*their return.

6 The Marlaks d:l.d as they vere told, and ve have hea.rd o. long account .

of their efforts to make contact with their relatives.. It reads like episcdes .
out of “Foreign Intrigue,” Linvolving doped champagne, irrest for. picture taking, :
tailing by seourity sgents (and vice versn), and the mdoner in vhich they .=
discussed it caused us to accept ‘their sccount. 8s: ractusl. ' The main point is .
that, of their 15 days in the USSR, thoy speut five days in Minsk trying to do = |
their job for no other reasom than that theym been asked to make the effort .
in retwrn for air passage. As lMarlak said, "M!.nu' {s 10 tourist: pazpdise. We .
d1d 1t beceuse we thought it as important. .Now ,.we :féal sanehou as though e 'y ve

: bsen had, and. rrtnkly vze_d.on't like-it-and Ve m't-a.fford—if"’" s

. 7 COnn.ie met the Ha.rla.ks at the airport on their retum, and spoke with -
them briefly. Some diys later, they met again, &t which time connie informed
them that, after they had left the US, he learned that his nxper:l.om wouldn't
¢ pey for the tnp aftexr. aJ.l e Marlsks vere dunfmlnd.ed In the’ course of




e - :, e e, wvy oy vont - R , w o :
. . L M U . 3 T e.-... . ’ ;_ . .
e R TIANE J HL '::‘ . SEBRH sto. o amm AR LTI

SUNKCT: CIA Pinsncial Respomsidbility % iueuni mm

sbsequent nce back apd forth, ?1\!! nrch. discussions viﬁ M.”' \:
the Marlaks came to understand that Comnie's superiors vere the Centrel ALy
Intelligence Agency. m-mm«mmnucmmumm : "
contacts made shortly after their retium by Jim Pys of the Boston Office, B
~ since Connle seemed to be sware of that contact and scknowledged the .
organizaticnsl connsction between Jim and Connie's superiors. RMucthermore, e
the kind of information of interest to Jim made the Marlhks delieve that :
their jowrney certainly vas indeed of real interest to CIA, emu:oudxt.hq ot
vere unsuccessful in its ultimate operational purpose. ' al ;
8. During the coursd of this account, which, to our mmszeament, ves o
rendered more in sorrov than in anger, the Marlaks asked us for an opinion e
.’ a8 to vhether ve thought such s thifig vas "right and decent.” Owr only :
.possidble answer was that ve had never heard ot such a proposition baving been
made and (after a look at their. correspondence) we felt it wise to 8dd that
-we would look into it. Following this, plus looking at & couple of hundred
pictures and 600 feet of movies, we found occasion to caution the Marlaks
against: discussing this situation wvith anyone, wvith particular reference to
the operational sspects of their mission. They u@ they hadn't, and vouldan't,
and ve. lert on relatively friendly tem
. 9. We ha.vc & very positive” {eeling that “this is. not a situation that can. .
be brushed under the rug. We, believe the Marleks to be ‘honorable’, responsible - i
people vith the Hest interests of the United States at heart. We olso believe - -
. that our relatichs with first-geueration Americans in this area will suffer a
‘erippling blow 1if the matter is not qtra.igwened out in very short order, sod
to that end we ‘invite your .ttention to ‘the copies we have made of théir '
correspondence with Connie. We have stapled:it together, and suggest your
- particular perusal of the last item, vhich is undated. This is a roughed-out
version of ‘2 letter they werc working on c\ming up the situation as they see
1t. They did not say where: -they were going' to send it -- possibly it vas goiu :
to.Jim Pye if they kuev his address. They vere perfectly villing to give 1t -
. to us for disposition, although artphuizing Fthat t.hey vere "just . uhinking out ;
.;loud" and it vasn't.camplete. - . ) .

3]

10. Regardless of who may have been retpomible for this sif.uation, thnre‘
" are these things to consider:

< &. The Marlaks believe the CIA wanted them to make the Journey, D
- they performed as best they could, they were sublequem.w de- . ..
briefed by two agkmovledged Agency representatives, and’ ‘what
they believe to be CIA has velshed on.a pramise to pay their’
mnspmtim to and from (but nort in) ‘the 80viet Union :
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b. The Marlaks hoped to make the trip on their ovn same time,
but following & business depressiom in Waterbury plus & -
strike at (hase, they were in no position to cough up
41,800 cn their own at the time they vent.

. &le We sre sending a oopy of this memo, plus enclosures, to Boston so

vill knov vhat hagshepgemsd, vhat is currently afoot, and that the

haye concentyguted thair dfsgust on this office. We hope it will be
possible to give attention te this memo very quickly. Please advise.

.~

Enclosures:

ee: [T

Michasl Marlak




