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Mrs. MATRONA MAZURO, 68 years old, high school education
(Horodskoye Uchilishche) speaks: Byelorussian, Polish, Russian
and Lithuanian. Mrs. MAZURO is mother-in-law of Dr. Joseph Sazyc
of Detroit, 1307 Colton St. Tels TO 6-5924%,

Mrs., MAZDRO arrived to Detroit on 24 November 1958 from
Poland, she lived in Novogrodek Byelorussia and left Novogrodek
for Poland in February 1957.

¥rs. MAZURO was arrested by MVD in 194%7 and deported to
Kazakhstan, but after six month was arxmximdt released. She come back
to Novogrodek and the house was given her back by Soviet Authority.
(When she was arrested the house vas taken away). Her release was due
to the help of a colonel who lived in her house for about two months
in 1945 in the Fall, The wife of the colonel leaving Novogrodek left
the HMoscow address and iirs. MAZURO wrote her from Kazakhstan about
her fate.

Mr. VINCENT MAZURO husband of lirs. MAZURO was arrested on
5 August 1946 and released from prison in Uctober 1954, he died on
21 November 1956,

In the time from 1944 to February 1957 Mrs. MAZURO lived in
Novogrodek (except when she was in Kazakhstan), her principal income
was from speculation and boarding of the Savie% Army Officers till
1955, Mrs. MAZURO travelled a lot all over Byelorussia, first to find
her husband and than to help him wjth food, which she tried always to
deliever personnally. J /udevipe hes Hoo 2—3}«»{4«.«7 1954,

ls Mr, KOSTIUK

On (between) 20 and 26 of August 1954 (the date is controversial,

see note below) in the afternoon arrived at Mrs. MAZURO house on
Sienna Street in Novogrodek, on motorcydle (MK =72) with side~car
an officer of the Soviet Army with the rank of Major and asked her
about a room for him,
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Mrs. MAZURO ansvered that at present there is no room avail-
able, but he may come back after few days, because one of the
officers will leave the City. At that time Mrs, MAZURO had three
officers on board ( two regular leutnants and one surgeon—officer).

The face of the Major seemed to lirs. IYAZURO familiar one,
however, she did not remember to lmow him, The lajor asked her about
the husband and her children. From the way of puting questions and
his posture she deducted that he must be not a comuon Soviet Officer,
to her it seemed that he knows a lot about her family. (This, she
may have revoked after having learned later who he was). The Major left
her house promising to come later, but he never come again,

At thet tinme, tugust-sentaier 1954, in the province of Novo-
grodek there were mnanoeuvres staged by Soviet Army. Mrs, MAZURv
said that there passed through Novogrodek many military units ( more
than in the war) with heavy equipment.This is her personal opinion.

The Soviet Officers vho lived in lirs. MAZURO's house tzlked,
as well as everybody in the city, that the American parachutists
have wounded Comiander in Chief of the manoeuvres liarshal TIMOSHENKO,
killed some high ranking officers and many vounded. These occured
as Mrs. MAZURO said two days after the visit of the Major. There were
in Novogrodek and all province a real panic among Soviet Officers,
because some of them noticed that the principal shcoter was a lMajor
and the Soviet Authority (Military) put under arrest all majors and
thoroughly investigated. All ofticers of the Army were suspicious.

lirs. MAZURO saw Marshal T1ilOSHENKO when he was brought to
Novogrodek, he was heavily guarded as well the all city was strongly
patrolled.

In the Fall of 1954 krs. MAZURO called a carpenter to repair
windows in her hcuse, and it happened that the carpenter was an uncle
of Mr., KOSTIUK from Zdanovichy village. The carpenter told her that
it was his nephew KOSTIUK who visited her. Here Mrs. MHAZURO recalled
the visit d Jearned who it was, upto now she only suspected that
the Mojor ma esone of the parachutists.

The carpenter confirmed the story she heard before or inew,
and told her that Mr. XOSTIUK was arrested in Baranovichy at the
end of September 1954 and executed. Later on the lady~teacher from
Zdanovichy visited her ( The teacher was in love with Mr. KOSTIUK)
and told that KOSTIUK lived some time in the village.

The vife of dry Komarowsky (friené of Mrs. MAZURG) who was
in Baranovichy at the time of process and execution of kr. ROSTIUX,
told lMrs. MAZURO that the Soviets staged showy process in which
KOSTIUK comported himself hercically. iir. KOSTIUL. told in the court:
you will kill me, but the people will rise up and liberate himself
from comzmunist slavery. I die but in my place come thousznds, etc.etc,
When he was conducted, according to lrs. KCMAROWSHY through city of
Baranovichy to execution KOSTIUK shouted '"Long live free Byelorussia"
"Dead to Bolshevism" etc, etc. The show-process and execution was
a complete failure, because peoble was in sympathy with him and many
cried.

The officers who lived in the house of Mrs. MAZURO often
talked about KOSTIUK and the other man who surrendered himself to
the MVD, that he is pardonned and studied in the University of HMinsk,
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My questions If you remember the name of the man who surrendered
himself to the MVD? lMrs. MAZURO could not remember it, however, when
I suggested that it may be Mr. ARCIUSHEWSKY, she said yes now 1 remem~
ber. About others ldrs. MAZURO heard absolutely nothing.

Questiong Did you read sbout the American parachutists in some
newspaper, for instance in "Komsomolskaya Pravda"?

Ansver: I did not read, but my friends who read it told me that
in 1956 there was another parachuted group vho partly was capturede.

I (LAUNAIS) tried to connect Mr. KUSTIUK with this group, but
Mrs. MAZURO 1insisted and is convinced that it was another group
parachuted,

In Mrs, MAZURO opinion: The feeling in small circle of her friends
was negative (angry) at the Americans for sending men for sure dead,
because they could not do much. The same feeling was in general after
peopled have read the "Komsomolskaya Pravda", but that kind of feeling,
in first and in second case, was only at the beginning, after some
reflection the feeling was friendy towards Americans and understanding,
with proud that there are men who fight for freedom and liberation,
and later the feeling become hate toward the communists and Russianse.

Observation; Mrs, MAZURO was difficult to remember names and
dates and while narating she often jumped from one subject to another.
I had difficulty to establish the date of Mr. KGSTIUK's visit to her
House. According to her family life, I established that it was 195W,
(Her husband come home soon after). However she insists that there
vere no manceuvres at all at this time, but the Soviets pushed the
Army to Poland and East Germany, because there was an uprising in
Berlin. (the uprising occured in East Berlin in June 1953),

One nmore act’ may be connected to the activity of Mr. KOSTIUK,
about wvhich lirs./HAZURO told. She heard the conversation inllate
Spring 1954 of the Officers who were boarding in her house, that the

‘food was poisoned in one of the caldron and that many soldiers died

in the Military barracs 3 km. from Novogrodek near the Skrydlevo
village. And that after investigation and analysis of the food it
was established that the poison must be American, because such kind
is not produced in the USSR.
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2, BROADCASTINGS FRUM TEE WEST

lrs. FAZURO told that in general people in Novogrodek and
province listen to broadcastings from the West. Notl many of Byelo~
russians own good radio~receivers, but some of them have special
made receivers with the anthenas set deep in the wells. Those who
hear programs from the West tell the news to their friends, thus
almost mayority of population know the contents of the broadcastings.

Listening to the West broadcasts is an political offence and if
the man who listens, is discovered, will be arrested and persecuted,
therefore the veople who wants to hear Western programs usually
owns two radio-receivers,one is officially known to everybody and
the other one is clandestine. There is at least one redio~recelver,
clandestine in every village. In the cities thiere are much more,

The Soviet jaru:ing of the broadcasts is effective, may be only
in 5 o/o, because some times they hear very clear and another time
they can not understand a word due to the noice caused by the jamming,

Mrs. MAZURO could indentify only the broadcastings of the
"Woice of Americal, any other program they hear, they authomatically
think it is "Voice of America" or in general they.say " the American
radio said this and that",

Questioms In what languages did you hear the programs or you
Imow that some your ftiends heard?

Answers I have listened several times,at my friends because I
deg not owvned the receiver,to the program in Russian language, and
one I liled particularly it was a religious program on Eastern Holyday,
but I know that my friends have listened in Polish, Byelorussian
and Czech, irs. MAZURO continued: the best we would like and could
much better understand the programs in our own language, the Byelor
russian, but the programs in Byelorussian people could catch very
seldom, and "Voice of America' did not broadcast in Byelorussian
at all, for that reason many were angry at the Americans, because
they like Poles before,and like Russians now,still consider us
Byelorussians unimportant (her word "nievashnymi")

Opinion: Deducting from the above the people in Novogrodek
could hear besides the "Voice of Auwerica", broadcastings of “Radio
Liberation" and "Free Europe", and that the Byelorussian language
is an important factor which should be not neglected.

The listening to Western broadcasts was very popular and coamon
after the dead of Stalln, because of political relaxation till the
Uprising in Hungary. In this time and later there were, agitation,
expectation and exitement that something have to happen, beczuse the
American would help the Hungarians and other nations to llberate
themselves, what it would mean the destruction of communism. But
nothing happened ~ people remained disappointed and angry at the
Americans for their easy giving up. Generally people said that the
Americans do not want to fight the communism, and naturally they will
never help us Byelorussians to reestablish our independence. Therefore
many destroyed clandestine receivers and do net want to run the risk
to be discovered and punished. :
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Regarding the listening of Westernx broadcasts, lrs. MAZURO tolds
that the Post Office clerk in Wsielub ( 12 km from Novogrodek) who was

in charge of the "Radiofonichnaya tochka" that is of the central
receiver, vhich is connected to all loudspeakers of private homes,

The clerk, at one night wanted to listen to the 'Volce of America"
program, but somehow he forgot to disconnect the loudspeakers, thus
everybody who owned the loudspeaker heard with him the "Voice of America®

broadcast. Few days lated the MVD arrested the Post Uffice clerk, and
convicted him for 25 years of concentration camp.

I ¢

A _JOKE
Mr. Kﬁrushchev was expecting the American visitors at his Office.

The orderly come in and said: "Comrad Khrushchev your pants are not
ironed well" - Khrushchev asked =~ how do you know? "The Voice of America

said so" the crderly answered,
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rule is applied to the reservists when they are called for retraininge

d/ When Mrs. MAZUro was leaving Novogrodek, she visited many
friends to say good-bye. The friends knew that she intends later
to go to America, so they told hers"You go to the President
Eilsenhovwer and tell him about everything - and that he shall not
deal with the Comuunists, but destroy them as soon as possibdle,
because waiting long may be too late and the America might be
destroyed instead". These are literally her owm words,

v




%, ABOUT CITY UF NCVOQRODEE @

Information: The city of liovogrodek mi.rthe population before. - :°
. the war in 1939 about 12.000. During first Soviet ocoupation ' -
. 1939 = 1941 there were about 16,000 o&%ation.' During German
" occupation 1941=1944 about 7.000 to 3,000. Present population
" is not known, but my estimate is about 10,000, :

e A eo=e

After Germans, Byelorussian local administ@oion and Byelorussian ||
Units left Novogrodek, among them I was almost the last one, on ‘
July 1944, the Soviet Army come to Novogrodek on 8 July 1944 in the !
afternoon. The Arny kaﬁ a strict order, no shoo 8, no plunderings.
At the same time come the partisans. The unit called “ilickau ‘
atrad¥ tooky the charge of the City. lilcka kept strict order and ’
was anti-sexditic, Later on movea in the VD and administsmtion !
always keeping order, and at the same time they started to gather '

- the information abou{: Geragn “collaborators". Occasional.y they made
some detentions, but only in 1945 they started to deport every !
who had had some business with Germans or Syelorussian fational '
adainistargion, all ar-ested anc Jeported received 10 yagws sentence.

after serving the tarm nany cone back, but many of them could !
not survive the hardship and huger in cazps and died. Of couse
some were processce’ and executed in iovogrodek. Anong executed
irse MAZURO named ¥r. Yuiucevich and Dziatovich, kany deported
cone back after the dead of Stalin due th the axmestiy.
: Bconcalcally the worst yars vaere to survive 1944 <1947, only
in 1940 the Sov:ets started to organize econcaical life, e.l. to
open stores and bring manufactur oods,.

Jdow ovogrodek is quite rebuild. The electricity 13 cupplied by '
power station at Saranoviciyy ( 60 k= from Novogrodel:) without '
restriction. in 1940 the wovict started to put tae sower in the city.
here Iz rebuild the .lc.lcvich iouge~ Juceum and build new bi
hotel, for turists, viio coae -ontly _roz Poland. In the center ‘
tho Soviets erocte:i a Meqnorial Joard", Lcvoorodel has 2 ressaurunte, {
virious stereg, ot Sewr fustisies ang .veery, nonp ezt factury !
of Jurnitures, p €3, canned products, voveral jullic £Ci.o@-S,
tuo ilch sshells, cne Lwrodzn and cne oyeliruscian. (Peducalishene)
Schell S0 Sruin t clers, Sucionlicnd dsioddl Jor tructoricis o
tani.ists.
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and administartion.
In Novogrodek there is one Movie victure temther and lioag€.
were are dances and meetings. .
The Military barracs are 3 lkm from city near Skrydlevo village, i
they are enlarged, and tiere are plenty of units with some Generals .
at the conmand. Till 1956 the officers (mairied) were allowed to
live in the city ( iirs. FAZURC had always them on board) but since
1956 nobody is allowed to have rooms in the city. At present they all
live in houseg near barracs, specially b for them in tocaI;(ﬁS
houses. ‘4’ ‘
Thqlprices: The average worker earning in 1956 was 700,00 rublés
Veal meat 7.00 rubles a kg., lard 13.00 rubles s kg., Sugar § rubles
a kge Flour 5.00 rubles a Xge., Shoes pair from 250 to 300 rubles
Suit 1.200.00 rubles to 2.500.,00 rubles./ Gzsoline LD kopeek a iitre,
freely sold.
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« RE ACTIVITY UF BYELCRUSIIAKS IN THE US

Mrs. MAZURO was often called to the MVD to give some information !

about her children ( George Kazuro, Vara Mazuro at present lirs. Sazyc,:
Tatjana Mazuro at present lirs, Zylik all living in Detroit).

) The MVD mostly ackefwhy they (her Children) do not come home.

lirs. FAZURU always said that her children were always disobedient

so she also now can not help. The i:VD asked If s. FKAZURO several times
about Mr. BLRIS RAGULA and ZINA RAGULA [Cousin of B. RAGULA). »

Once the IKVD asked iirs. HAZURU to go to Poland and find ZINA
RAGULA, giving her an$ escort and u‘lenty of money. lirs. HAZURO
refused to do, motivating that she is to old and too stupid to do
such delicate job, instead of, went to Poland iir. JOSEPH HUKO, who '
hovwever could not find 2IRA R.ILGCLA.

r. JOSEPH HUKO was a sergeant in the Latalion 65 stationed
in Novogrodek. He was lost in an ambush between Kovogrodelk and \Js*elub'
early in 1944 and everybody believed he was dead, but now according
to ¥rs. HAZURC he vo:zks with the KVD.

In the Fall in 1957 the KVD in iovogrodek called in lirs. Kathryna
LAZURO, wife of DANIEL FAZURO the eldest[gon é lirs. LAZURU, who are
living at present in Poland, and the MVD agn inguired ahout
¥r. George HAZURO, but U\uﬂ?lYHA HAZURG could tell practlcally nothing,
so the MVD in turn told her that they know abat GECGRGE 1:AZURO and
his activity in the United States: that he took part in the Congress
of 3yelorussian-American Association in New York and was a candidate
for the president.

Really Fr. George rAZURU was a delegate 1o tae Congress of
Byelorussian-American Association and was a candidate for the
president in 1955 on Decoration Day - end of lay.

6 1ISCHE: LANELUS

l.The Beria Case: Few zonths before Lavrenti Beria was orrested,
there come an crder to all landlords and superintendents of state
houses to register all tenants who come from other Soviet “epublics,
specially froz Russian, because they will go where they come from, :
and their posts will be filled up by Byelorussians. The Russians vho !
had good administmative posts become panicy, and vandered what it will
be, and what they will do rcturning home. But nothing happend more, !
Beria vas soon arrested and executed, and everything become quite, '

2. The Jdeuish Flot Cases ITs. MiZURO ascerts that there were a
real Jewish Doctors Plot, because arter the ariest of eleven Doctors
2ostly Jewish, all drugstores renzined closed for two wveexs. in lio-
vogrodex there are two grugstores wiich remainec clcsed for two weceks,
during which tize all medcine was checked and analgsped, than the
drugstores were recopened.




