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I. PROMINENT ORGANIZATIONS IN SUPPORT
OF THE COMMUNI3T REGIME OF ALBANIA o

"7'1
)
2

PR

A, New York City (NYC) Branch of the Free Albania
Organizaticn (FAO) v

On August 29, 1975,/NY T-1 stated the FAC
is an Albanian-American frafernal organization head-
quartered in Boston, Massaghusetts, The NYC Branch
of the FAC has no permanegt quarters and local meetings
are generally held in th¢ residences of the officers
of the Branch, NY T-1 #aid the officers of the. ,
NYC Branch are TASIN RUQI//PTObident HAJDER SHTINGC,
Vice-President; and MEQIESHTINO, S3ecretary.

On August 12, 1975, NY T~ s3aid there has
been no activity on the part of the NYC Branch during
the summer months., The NYC Branch has bz=en canvassing
the membership to determine whether or not the Branch
can charter a bus to travel to the Annual Fanalr
which is sponsored by the national organization of
the FAO, to be held on September 21, 1975, at the
Scandinavian Athletic Club in Shrewsbury, Massagtiusetts,
Locording to NY T-1, TASIN RUSI, Mrs. ARETIVVISO0, Mrs.
BESSIE;%EI‘“L and Mrs MEQIE SHTINO are on the committee

for thi/s project.
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The April 4, 1975 issue of Llria,"hthe
officilal publication of the FAOQ, contalned an+ ‘article-.
which stated there was a gatnerinv of Albanian women Y
from New York, Worcester, Boston, JSouthbridge, ™

- Waterbury, Bridgsport and Philadelphia, at the

Albanjan Mission to the United Nations, on March 8, 1975.
LUIZA#NACO, wife of RAKO 3PIRO NACO, Ambassadop,
Albanian Mission to the United Naulonb, greeted the_
women and made a speech concerned with | vancement
of women in Albania under ENVERYHOXHA, 3Secretary,
Albanlan Party of lLabor. There was a showing of

films and the women were treated to a dinner prepared
by the wilves of the members of the Albanlan Mission

to the United Nations. Mrs, ARETI VI30 of the NYC
Branch of the FAO was one of several women who made
speeches at the gathering.

NY T-2 advised on August 28, 1975, that
"Liria", the officlal publication of the FAO, is

sympathetic to the Communist regime of Albania.

NY T-3 advised in January, 1968, that
"Iiria" is a pro-Communist publication which supports
the Government of Albania.

On June 30, 1975, NY T-1 said the national
organization of the FAO held a convention in Boston,
Massachusetts, on May 18, 1975, and the following
individuals who are members of the NYC Branch of
the FAC were named to the national positions indicated:
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HAJDER SHTINO, ASIMYLULO and HULUSI KAVO,
Honorary Presidents

ARETI VIS0, BES3IE VEISEL and MEQIE SHTINO,
Committee Members v

TASIM RUSI, Council Member .

’

II. ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE ACTIVITES OPPOJE
THE COMMUNIST REGIME OF ALBANIA

A, St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church

On August 29, 1975, NY T-1 sald the 3%,
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church; 184-14 ¥idland
Parkway, Jamaica Estates, NYC, is operated under
the constltution of the Albanian Orthodox Church
in the United 3tates with headquarters in Boston,.
Massachusetts, The 3t. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox
Church is the center of the social and religilous
activity of the Albanian-American Orthodex Christians
in the NYC area. NY T-1 stated that Reverend
CHRISTOCO3TA 1s the Pastor of the Church and the
leadini/layman is LARRY jPILLARY, Chairman of the
Executyve Committee.

AN
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J On May+1ly; 1975, NY T-4 stdted that Bishop -,
STEPHEN LA3KO, heZd of the Albanian/Orthodox ‘Church o
in the United S{dtes, died on Aprid 30, 1975, and S
MetropolitanVIRENEY of the Orthogbx Church of
America had appointed Bishop\DHIMITRI of Hartford,
Connecticut, as interim head of the Albanian Orthodox
Church in the United 3tates, NY T-4 said that
Bishop DHIMITRI is not an Albanian and there will
be much difficulty in replacing Bishop LASKO
indsmuch as Albanian priests must be unmarried in
order to qualify for the position of Bishop, and
there are no unmarried priests of Albanian extraction
in the United States with the possible exception of
a priest in Worcester, Massachusetts, According
to the source, 1t was planned to have a neeting of the
eiders of the Albanian Orthodox Church in the United
States sometime in June or July, 1975, for the
purpcse of discussing a replacement for Bishop
LASKO,

B. Pan Albanian Federation of America (VATRA)

On August 27, 1975, NY T-4 stated VATRA is
a fraternal Albanian-American Organization with
naticnal headquarters in Boston, Massachusetts, The
~NYC Branch of VATRA holds general meetings at the
Young Men's Christian Associlation, 356 West 34th
Street, NYC, inasmuch as the Branch does not have
perma@8nent quarters in NYC. According to NY T-4,
ﬁhe officers of the NYC Branch of VATRA are RAMIZ
DANI, President; ALI{CELAJ, Secretary; and TONIN

'MIRAKAJ, reasurer,
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NY T-4 stated the VATRA organization is N
primarily a fraternal and non-political organization;
however, 1lnasmuch as VATRA 1s composed of many
members of the Legality Party, an Albanian antj-~
Communist nationalist party in exile, some members
of VATRA feel the organization has become a political
rather than a fraternal group. Those who oppose the
legality Party influence in the VATRA organization
would like to have all lLegality Party members withdraw
from the organization, It was the opinion of NY T-4
that if such a thing happened, there would be very
few members left iIn VATRA and the organization would

die.

On June 13, 1975, NY T-4 an8 NY T-5 stated
that VATRA held a national conventjion in Boston,
Massachusetts, on May 23 and 24, Y975, and AHMET
DELVISHI was elected President gf the national
organization of VATRA, NICKKRESHPANI and IBRAHIM
“KULLA, who is from Canada, were elected Vice-
Presidents.

NY T-4 said that about ten representatives
of the NYC Branch of VAJRA attended. the convention in
Boston, including RAMIZ”'DANI and ALI CELAJ, President .
and Secretary respectively ol the NYC Branch.
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Pndune 17, 1975, NY T-6 said ZEF PERNOCA &~
and TONINVMIRAKAJ of the NYC Iiranch of VATRA were R
elected Members of the Board of VATRA at the
national convention cof VATRA. According to NY T-6,
PERNOCA and MIRAKAJ were the only people from the NYC
Branch of VATRA elected Members of the fvard, MIRAKAJ
has been a Member of the Board for six ysars and
accepted membership for another year in view of his
respect for President DELVISHI, )

NY T-6 said that normally local branches of
VATRA hold elections of officers shortly after the
naticnal convention, Inasmuch as the national
convention was formerly held in 3September, the local
elections were held in December or early January.

Now that the national convention was held in May, 1975,
NY T-6 anticipated the NYC Branch of VATRA would
have an election of officers during July, 1375.

NY T-4 and NY T-6 stated on July 24, 14975,
and July 25, 1975, respectively, that the NYC Branch
of VATRA planned to hold a meeting on szturday,
Avgust 2, 1975, for the purpose of electing officers,

On August 4, 1975, NY T-6 said there was a
meeting of the NYC Branch of VATRA on August 2, 1975;
however, the weather was so hot that very few members
of the Branch attended the meeting. Therefore,
the election of officers was postponed until
sometime in September, 1975.
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On AugUst 27, 1973, NY T-6 stated uhere WOULdr;
be a meeting of the NYC Branch of VATRA on 3éptember 6;

1975, for the purpose of electing local officers,

r

III. ALBANIAN NATIONALIST PARTIES
- IN EXILE WHICH OPPOSE THE
COMMUNIST REGIME CF ALBANLA

A, Balli Kombstar Organization (BKO)

"August 28, 1975, NY T-2 sgated the BKO,
which }s #omposad of a small number of followers of
HASAN VDOZTI, a former high official gpf the Albanilan
Governnent prior to the Communist thkeover of that
country, has had very 1little influénce in Albanian
emigre circles for a number of years, There has bgkn
no unification of the BKO which has been divid%%gtg%o
two factions headed by HALIM"BEGAJA and JUSUP#LUZAJ

BEGAJA 1s completely incapacitated due to
a failure of a kidney transplant. NY T-2 sald '
LUZAJ is a resident of Boston and has been inactive
relative to Albanian political matters., According
to NY T-2, the only person cennected with the BKO
who has been active 1s SAMI (CAUSHI, 3Secretary-General
of the LUZAJ faction,
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On August 28, 1975, NY T-7 sald HALIM
BEGAJA of the BKO had received an invitation to
attend the Ccngress of the Balli Kombetar Independent
(BKI), which was held on July 4 and 5, 1975, in
NYC. BEGAJA did not attend the Congress inasmuch
as he is bedridden; however, BEGAJA sent a mesSage
to the Congress, According to NY T-7, S3AMI CAUSHI
attended the Congress as a representative of the
LUZAJ factilon of the BKO, NY T-7 said he knew
of no other activity on the part of the BKO,

B, Balll Kombetar Independent (National Independent
Bloc ) (BKI)

n/August 27, 1975/ NY T-U4 stated the BKI
is. headqugrjé;@d in Rome, Ifaly, under the leadership
of ISMAILYVERLACI, Tne "‘Branch of ths BKI
maintains an office at West U42nd Street, NYC,
NY T-4 said that NDUE G ONMARKAJ a Vice- P“esident
of the BKI, is tlhehead of the BKI in the United

States,

On March 21, 1975, NY T-6 stated the BKI
planned to hold a Congress on July 4 and 5, 1975, at
the Prince Gesorge Hotel, 14 East 28th 3treet, NYC.
NY T-6 sald it was anticipated that ISMAIL VERLACT,
Chairman of the BKI in Rome, Italy, would comes to
NYC to attend the Congress,
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On July 9, 1975, NY/T-4 stated the BKI held
a Congress on July 4 and 5, A975, at the Prince
George Hotel, NYC, followég/ by a dinner-dance on
July 6, 1975. Dr. GJONYBUCAJ was Chairman of the
Congress and I3SMAIL VERLACI, who came from Rome,
Italy, to attend the Congress, was re-sglected v
Chairman of the Central Committee of the BKI.
Dr. QJON BUCAJ was elected Secretary-General of
the BKI to replace the deceased ERNE3T KOLIQI.
NY T-4 said there were no changes in the policiles
of the BKI,

On July 11, 2975, NY T-6 stated there were
about sixty or seventy members of the BEKI who were in
attendance at the Congress of the BKI. Representatives
of other Albanian nationalist parties in exile were
present at the Congress with the exception of the
Alvanian Agrarian Democratic Party (Agrar), including
'SAMIL @?USHI of the LUZAJ faction c¢f the BKO, and
FUAT¥MYPTIA, 3ecretary-General of the ILegality Party.
According to NY T-6, the Congress sent a telegram
to the President of the United 3tates advising him
that the BKI supported the policies of the Government
of the United 3tates., NY T-6 further stated that
about three hundred people attended the dinner-dance
sponsored by the BKI on Sunday, July 6, 1975, at
the Prince George Hotel.

~-10-
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On July 24, 1975, NY T-4 said that.as a
result of the Congress of the BKI, the leadership
of the RKI has started a drive in conjuncticn with
the BKO to form a new comnmittee with the cooperation
of the present Free Albania Committee located at
150 Fifth Avenue, NYC, NY T-4 said that since~the
Free Europe Committee ceased financial support of
the Free Albania Committee (FAC), the FAC has been
functioning on its own through donaplonu made by
people in the emigre movement and by the membership
of the FAC itself.

On July 25, 1975, NY T-5 stated that
ISMAIL VERLACI, Chairman of thes BKI, spent a few
days with members cf the BKI in Cleveland, Chilo,
and then returned to NYC, VERLACI dcpﬂrtad the
United 3tates for Rome, Italy, shortly alter
the middle of July, 1975.

On August 28, 1975, NY T-7 said the
following members of the BKI were elther continued
as members .or elected to the Central Conmittee of
the BKI at the Congress held on July 4 and 5, 1975:
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TAHIRYEOLGINI, who came From Istanbul, Turkey

PETERMUCANT, a brother-in-law of ERNEST KOLIQI
GJON BUGAS - '
GAspvé!éé L

s .

On August 27, 1975, NY T-4 said the data
concerning the activity of the BKI Congress had bteen
sent to Rome, Italy, for publication 1nasmuch as
publisning costs are cheaper 1n that country, and it
is expected that a tullecin setting forth the results
of the Congress will be circulated in tae United
States about November, 1375,

C. Albanian Agrarian Democratic Party
(Balli Kombetar){Agrar)

On August 28, 1975, NY T-2 stapédLhe NYC
Branch of the Agrar is headed by NEXHEPYDAUTI, Tre
Agrar operates under the dual leacdership of  AZAD
ERMENJI, a resident of France, and VA3ZIL ANDONI, a
resident of london, England. The NYC RBranch of
VATRA utilizes the facilities of the 3alvation
Army in Hackensack, New Jersey, for meetings, and
the Branch continues to sponsor a weekly Albanian
program over radlo station WHBI, Newark, New Jersey.
NY T-2 stated there has been no activity concerning
the Agrar during the past six months,. -

-12~
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NY T-2' said that on October 2 and 3,".1975,
the University of Detroit, in conjunction with
Congressman WILLIAM BLOOMFIELD of Detroit, Michigan,
was arranging a symposium regarding the situation
in Eastern Europe from the period of 19264 ungiF
the present time. The Albanian phas:
symposium will be chaired by LUANLGBQ I of the
NYC Bi%nch of the Agrar and will Includs Professors
- ERFPRIFTI of the Massachusetts Institute ol
Technology, and NIKOLLAﬁ@ANO of Western Illinois
University.

Y
o
I

L

NY T-2 also saild that the Agrar planned
to send a representative to the Congress of
European Minorities to be held In Denmark, on
September 1%, 1975. According to NY T-2, the
Pariiament of Denmark has donated 1ts chambers
as a meeting place for thils Congress,

D. Iegality Party (Organizata Kombetare
Levitzja e Legalitetit) ILegalite (OKLL)

On August 27, 1975, NY T-4 said the OKLL
is operated under the leadership of King LEKXKA, son
of deceased King Z0G of Albania, The OKLL is a
monarchist Albanian nationalist party in exile
which sponsors King LEKA as the rigntful nelr to
the throne of Albania. FUAT%&%FTIA 1s the 3ecretary-
Genera £y the OKLL and the Jfonorary Chairman
is ABA3Z/KUPI,

...13..
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NY T-4 and NY T-2, on August 28, 1975,
advised that the OKLL had not published a bulletin
setting out the results of the Congress of the
OKLL which was held on Nevember 23 and 24, 1974,
at the Hotel Mc Alpin, NYC,

. ~

NY T-2 said FUAT MYFTIA was lald off from
his employment with Pan-American Airlines. MYFTIA
departed NYC about three months ago with his wife,
who 1s from Italy. J3ource believed MYFTIA first
went to Italy and then joined King LEKA in Madrid,
Spain, NY T-2 said that King 1LEKA issued a press
release announcing nis intention to marry an
Australian woman in Madrid, JSpain, on October 10,
1975. According to NY T-2, the OKLL's main concern
at the present time is to solicit gifts and money
for King LEKA,

E, The Prizren Jeague (Lidhja e Prizrenit)

On August 28, 1975, NY T-7 stated The

Prizren Ieague is an Albanian naticnalist party

in exile whicn is dedicated to the liberation of
the Kossova area of Yugoslavia from the control of
Communist Yugoslavia. The leader of The Prizren
league 1s ZHAVER DEVA, a resident of California,
The Secretary -Generali is ISMET BERISHA, who resides
at 1 Walker Court, Greenwich, Connecticut,

~14 -
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NY T-7"sald that IDRIZ LAMAJ is the Editor
of the official publication of The Prizren League;
however, there has been no publication of the
newspaper in thelast six months, and there has begn
noc actypvity on the part ol The Prizren League, - NY T-2
said E%y former Vice-Presidents of The Prizren Jleague,
HYSEN"TRPEZA, whoresigned, and TAHIR ZAJMI, who is
decee::id, have not been replaced, .

F, Albvanian Demccratic Union

On April 21, 1975, NY T-2 stated he had
recelved a bulletin which set out the results of
a meeting which was held during the middle of
September, 1974, in Florence, Italy, for the
purpose of the unification of the Peasant Party
(Partija Katundare), which was headed by I3A
NDREU, and the Bashkiml Kombetar, headed by LORA
BTAJKA, ©NY T-2 said a new Albanian nationalist
party in exile, the Albanian Democratic Union,fzﬁz
was formed with I3SA NDREU as Chairman, ILORA STAJKA,
Vice-Chairman, and ADAMUODO, Vice-Chailrman, A
Central Commlttee was f¢rmed with about ten or
twelve mempbers, NY T-2/ said that HODO had formerly
been on the Central Committee of the CKLL.

-15~
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According to NY T-2, about thirty-five

peopla from all parts of the world had attended

the meeting in Florence, Italy. 3Source stated that

NDREU is a very wealthy man and he paild for the

travel expenses for about eighteen of the thirty-

five people who went to the meeting. NY T-2 had

been invited to attend the mseting at NDREU!'3

expense but he did not accept. NY T-2 stated that

HALIM REGAJA and 3ELAUDIN VELAJ of the, BKO, and

FUAT MYFTIA, 3ecretary-General of the OKLL,

attended the meeting as guests of NDREU, ERNES

KOLIQI, now deceased, of the BKI, as well as another

BKI reprasentative sent by ISMAIL VERLACI, were

also in attendance at the meeting.

On August 28, 1975, NY T-2 saild the
Albanian Democratic Union has an officlal
publication entitled "Koha e Jon" (Our Time),
which is published in Paris, France., LEC 3HLLAKU,
a resident of Paris, France, who is a former .
teacher now unemployed, is the Editor of "Koha
e Jon, ’

G, Albanian Unity (Bashkesija Shgiptare)

On June 23, 197 NY T-4 %tated Albanian
‘Unity, headed by AHMETVZHERKA, sponsored the showing
of a film about the 1life of the Albanian nationsal
hero "3kanderbeg." The film was shown on April 26
and 27, 1975, at the Croatian Center, which 1s located
at 507 West LOth 3treet, NYC.

~16-~
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IV, MOSLEM ALBANIAN ACTIVITIES IN
THE NYC AREA

On August 13, 1975, NY T-5 staféd that’ the
Albanian Center, which is located at 8Qf Jamaiea
Avenue, Brocklyn, NY, is the headquarjytrs for
the social and recreational activifiss of Moslem-
Albanians in the NYC areca, AGIM“KRAGJCZI is
President of the Albanian Center., On’ June 29,
1975, the Albanian Center held an arnual plcnic
and no other actlivity was sponsored by the Center,

NY 7-5 said the New York-New Jersey
Islamlc Centor's Mosque, 1325 Albemarle Road,
Brooklyn, N¢w York, serves the relilglous needs
of" Mosle lhanian-Americans in the NYC area,
ABDULAH"KALO3HI, Chairman cf the Executive
,Committee, is the leading layman at the Mosque,
and Reveirend IZAYHOXHA conducts the religious
services at the Xosque.

V., CATHOLIC ALBANTAN ACTIVITIES
IN THE NYC AREA

, 1975,

T-5 and NY T-6, on August
‘atholics in

stated the center of Albanlian-America
the NYC area 1s the Our Lady of Good Counsel Roman

Catholic Churcn,\yarh Avenue, Broux4 New York, headed
by Monsignor ZEF,O0RC3HI, ANTON QYKU is the oecretary

~17~
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and FRANY3OKOLI is the Treasurer of Our lLady ¢f :
Good Ccunsel Roman Catholic Church., According

to NY T-5 and NY T-&, most Albanian-American
Catholiics attend Our lady of Good Counsel Roman
Cathclic Church; however, some Albanian-American
Catholics who are members of Agrar freauent 3t, -
Joseph's Roman Catholic Church, 13943 Bathgate
Avenue, Bronx, New York{ wherc another Albanian
Priest, Reverend LAZERVSHELDIJA. conducts services.

4

VI. COMMUNI3T INFLUENCE AMONG
ALBANIANS IN THE NYC AREA

The sources menticned 1n this report had no
information that the Communist Party, United States of
America (CPUSA) had infiltrated the Albanian Community
in the NYC area. _ '

L]

VII, PROPAGANDA ACTIVITIES

Outside of the information set out in
this repcrt regarding the FAG, the sources mentiloned
in this report had no information concerning propaganda
activities in the NYC area by Albanian-Americans
in behalf of the Communist regime of Albania.
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