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THE WHITE HOUSE

" WASHINGTON

Decembe'r‘27, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: MAX FRIEDERSDORF

FROM: : | BRENT SCOWCRGFT/// %‘_/
SUBJEC’I‘:_ . | | - Response to letter from

Congresswoman Mink

‘Congresswoman Mink wrote the President to ask whether he had
discussed the situation of American citizens who are prisoners in
Mexico with President Echeverria during their meeting in October.

Attached is a suggested reply to the Congresswoman, explaining that
the matter was not discussed at the border meeting between the two
Presidents. The American posts in Mexico, nevertheless, are
active in protecting the interests of American citizens who are
'Pfiﬂﬂnﬂ."fs there. The letter notes the Umitations i impd sed on us 1’“,"
international law in assisting Araericans. It notes that legal
reasons make it impossible for Americans who are prisoners in

Mexico to complete their sentences in the United States.

Attachments:

Tab A: Suggested response to Congresswoman Mink
~Tab B: Incoming correspondence

NqObjectio_n To Deo!ass‘ification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-57-5-21-0



No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-57-5-21-0
v - | |

| - . 5591
Buggested Poly
 Dear M'rs.‘ Mink:
This 1s further to my letter of November 13 régarding your concern
fbr the welfaré of American citizens iinprisoned in Mexico, |
The Pr‘esident certainly shares your feelings that American prisoneré
ih M.exico, and worldwide, must be pr"otected \from n;xaltreatment.. Upon‘
receipt recently of reporfs ‘that séme Americans in Mexican pﬁsons had
been mistreat\ed, our‘ Embassy immediately aéked Mexican authorities f.o
iﬁveétigate the cﬁarges. " Inasmuch as that investigation was'k not complet;ed
and bécause of the limited time' availabl‘e, this subject was not covered |
during th.e recent discussions between Pfesident ford and Preéideﬁt
Echeverria. However, please be assured that our Embassy is continuing
its efforts to ensure that our c:.hzens are not abused while in Memcan prisons.
It is understandable that fnany Americans imprisoned in Mexi co
would Wis‘h to return to the United States to complete their sentences.
HoWever, Mexico is a sovereign state é,nd is fully responsible for the
;. enfofcement of kits laws, whether thg violators be Mexican or non~-Mexican.
It would be improper for us to try to influence their i;nter‘nal procedures as
it would be for the Méxican vaernment to advise us on the enforcefment df
mir‘ lawé. o . | ‘ -~
The suggestion“that Americans imprisoned abroad be r‘eturned to the -

United States for completion of their sentences would be impossible under
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| o‘ﬁr current 1§ws; Furthermore, .basm Cénshtutmnal questmnskare ra1sed
by a£tempt1ng to exteﬁd the 3ur1sd1cu0n of a foreign Jud1c1a1 system into the
Umted States. Thus, wha.le we sympathize 'W1th the p11ght of these Amemc#ns,
many of whomhave been convmted of narcotics offenses in Mexico, we are
'uria'.ble to effect t_heir return to the Umted States before‘the completion of = -
o thelr 13‘"1‘15011 sentences. |
~ Again, 1et me assure you that our Consular Offmers in Memco, and
throughout the_world, are extending and will continue to exten.d every pos s1b1e
‘ assistancé to ‘imprisor_zed Americans consistent with our laws and accepted
intérnati nﬁal ‘pra.ct‘:iceé.

Sincerely,

Max Friedersdorf

The Honorable Patsy Mink
House of Representatives
Washington, D. G, 20515
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: Attached is a Congressional response
for your sign-off,

ece 2‘;;3 1974
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CIRAIRMAN

o #(\[]_monarable”derald R. Ford

¢ - President

S United States .of America

. The White House

. 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
‘ ‘ashingtonf D;C. 20500

earlmﬁ. Eresident*3

would apprediate ﬁnﬁwing wheibher during your recent
¥isit to Mexico and conversation with Mexican president
cheverria, you had occasion to discuss the. plight of
erican citizens’ held prisoners in Mexico on @ narco-
 1¢3 aharge.,"”““” :

£ wO pleaue advise me of anv zcticons or pmlicy _

_ hange% by our government which may be fort ncamimg.‘
rany of "the ¥risoners scek Lo b2 returned to the

nited States, even if they must remain in custody -

Vgry truly yours,

PATSY T. MINK
Member of Congress
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