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MEMORANDUM W
THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

" December 27, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: ‘ MAX FRIEDERSDORF
FROM: : BRENT SCOWCROFI/Q%, ”
SUBJECT: Response to letter from Congressman Taylor

Congressman Taylor wrote the President seeking approval of one-year vigit -
visas for three hundred Honduran orphans, ‘

The response explains why it is not possible to issue non-immigrant visas
to such orphans and notes that unfortunately it would take more than two years .

of waiting for them to receive immigrant visas, It mentions the possibility
of private legislation to accomplish the purpose,

Attachments:

Tab A: Suggested response to Congressman Taylor
.Tab B: Incoming correspondence :
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Suggested Reply .
Dear Mr. Taylor:
The President has asked that I reply to your letter of -

November 15 forwarding the petition of Dr. J. Stephen Ralston on behalf

~ of the citizens of Jasper County, Missouri, for approval of one-year

visitor visas for three hundred Honduran orphans.

. We have reviewed this proposal with the State Department "

to determine whether it can be accomplished within the _‘framewo::k_of ‘

our immigration laws. Although it is intended that the childr'en will live -

in foster homes here for only a'yeai', their actual return t‘o‘I—Iori&uras_

_ cannot be taken for granted.. There is the sfi‘oz_;‘g possibili'ty t‘h‘at“the |
foster pai‘ents would be reluctant to relinquish the child:’ren’, af-te‘r‘having
them in their homes for a year, to return them to Hohdxira.s to be placed |

in orphanages. Moreover, it is not at all certain that the I—Ioﬁdurans “

would be willing to accept the children back and to assimilate them into
their limited social welfare programs.
- We feel that, from a legal as well as a realistic point qff

- . : ! . i w 173 ) B
view, the children are in effect intending immigrants and should be

issued immigrant visas. OQur immigration law does not permit inte‘r‘lding“ ‘
' ‘immigr‘a.nt‘s‘ to be issued visitor visas. Unfo‘rtunateiy, the children
'woﬁld‘ha‘ve to wait for more than two years before théy could be issued

immigrant visas because of the long w‘a.it‘ing‘l:ist for Western Hemisphere

visa numbers.
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It is unfortunate that legal rest.ric‘t.:ior‘ls of fhe‘. Iminigration and
‘Naturalization Ac‘:t‘w‘i‘,]l.n.ot permit‘yoqr Jasper ‘Cou.nt_y constituents to
accomplish their cdmnien“dable ﬁurpose. It is of course always
. possible t§ appr.oac;h a situation like this thrqﬁgh s_pe‘ci.al légiélat@on.

I am sure you are aware of the proéednres involved.

Sincei‘ely,

The Honorable Gene Taylor
" House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515
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NATM\IAL SECURITY COUNCIL

";EPHENligﬂ/

Atta.chec,l‘:is a Congressional response
for your sign-off. '

"
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JOLNT NATIONAL SECURITY COUK IL/STATE SECRETARIAT REFERRAL/RESPONSE FORM

NATTONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

MEMORANDUM TOR: George S. Springsteen | Date: _ 11/20/74
T ~Executive Secretary ‘ s : L - _
Department of State C Log

The attached document (s) are forwarded for staffing as indicated below:

sxx_ DRAFT REPLY FOR: __ PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE TRANSLATION
. | ~—HITE HOUSE STAFF SIGNATURE RECOMMENDATIONS
| OTHER INFO ONLY
DIRECT REPLY . furnish info copy

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

PRIORITY \ S Mﬁ . |

‘ROUTINE X¥ ‘ S for JEANNE W. DAVIS

DUE DATE: _11/25/74 Staff Secretary

. § MEMORANDUM FOR: Lt. Gen. Brent scowcroft | - Date: N _ 1974
o - . Nationmal Security Council _ /s Lo Kende B
‘ The White House _ & RO
@ Pursuant ro tha gbove raferral we The attached item was received
L are transmitting witp this memorandum: by the Department of 3tate:
X Draft regily for: We believe no response 1is
- President's signature  necessary ‘
] Other signature ‘ _
- o A draft response is attached
- Tnformation copy of direct ‘
o reply ' _ ‘ - A draft response will be
B o N ' forwarded '
E Translation
5 REMARKS
P
]
a
) EORGE §. SPRINGSTEEN
Executive Secretary
— -
To:Presiddnt. Gerald R. Ford ~ From: Rep. Gene Taylor— Dateyy /15/74
= . '
S Subject: Rep. Taylors constituents of Jasper County RBequesting visas for
%E 300 Honduran orphans for 1 year who were affected by Burricana.
o Unclassified B
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SUGGESTED REPLY
Dear“Mr. Taylor:

The President has asked that I reply to your‘letter
of November 15 forwarding the petition of Dr. J. Stepheﬁ
Ralston on behalf of the citizens of Jasper County, |
Missouri, for approval of one-year visitor visés for
300 Honduran’orphans.

We have reviewed this proposal with the State Depart-
ment to determine whether it cah be accomplished within
the framework-of our immigration laws. Althouéh it is
intended that the children will live in foster homes here

e Chelr actu

] ————— - ——— L.
1 return to

1]

for only a year, the pa
Honduras cannot be taken for granted. There is ﬁhe strong
‘possibility that the ﬁoster parents would be reluctant to
rglinquish the chiidr;n, éffer having them in their homes
for a year, to return them to Honduras to be placed in
orphanages. Moreoverf it is not at all certain that thé
Honduranﬂé?veﬁﬁmggizwould be willing to accept the children

back and to assimilate them into ke limited social welfare

programs.

The Honorable
Gene Taylor,
House of Representatives.

Department of State
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We feel that, from a legal, as well as a realistic
puiﬁt of view, the children are in effect intending immi-
~grants and should be issued immigrant visas. Our immigra—

tion law does not permit. intending immigrants to be 1ssued
windd lwe 1, wc@t
visitor visas. Unfortunately, the children ceuld-not—be .
efrd Wi g o b rpaad
-(:%sued~¢mm1grant_vase;lfor more than two years) bedause e L

7 L agew

of the long waiting list for Western Hemlsphere visa

numbers. ot boosh el el et -

It is unfortunate taut xe—ﬁqéJ Arma—aQS S i Dl aker

your Jasper County constituents to accomplish their most

commendable purpose.

Sincerely,
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- MNovembeuer 18, 1974

Pear Geno:

1 wish to acknowledge receint and thank you

for forwarding to the Pregidant, under date of
Novamber 13, the potition dirscted to him by
citizens of Jasper County for approval of viaas
requestsd to bring approximately 300 Honduran
orphans to their homee for a stay of one year,

Tou may bo assered this lettor will be ealled

to the Prosident's sttontion prommtly anon his
retorn {rowy the Far last, In the msantimae, it
wiil be shaired with the apprapriste moembers of
tire stail,

With kindest regards,
!

I
- Siacercly,

Max L, ¥Fricdersdort |
Ceputy Losistant |
to the Prosident .

The Honorable Gene Taylor

Housa of Hepresentatives

Washington, I.C. 20513

doct™ 5 incoming to General Scowcroft for DRAFT REPLY /or
DIRICT TO Messrs ., Ralston & Patterson with copy to the
Congressman and this office please.

bee: w/incoming to Vincent Rakestraw, Department of Justice,
for your information,

T TN _ VYA T
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; \x' - 'GEN‘E TAYL:JR ’ . . . ) ‘ ‘ ' ‘ ‘ - . DITTRICY OFFICES)
o T S OnsTmiey, Missoyn - ‘ S14A WILHOIT BuiL0iNG -
ey ) ’ SPrINGFELE, Missoum 65808

s commiTrEES: g ‘ ‘ RS S © L (A17) B62-4317

roucweRte  Congress of the Wnited States  mrmmemeee

‘ MCOMMITTEES ON : o ‘ } R . . . ' (417) 781-1041. K o 'M._ .
ay e Pouse of Representatives . L ome e
PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GRO - o ‘ ‘ ' KiusEaLING Crry, Missouni 69686
mu::muclnzlva.oémzu? ‘fmm SARIEES Mlﬂﬂtﬂﬂ. E-@._ 20515 o : (417) 738-2237 -

POST OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE ' o o : WASHINGTSN OFFICE ;
. . : Y - 227 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICK BUll-DING R

SUBCOMMITTERS ON L _ ) ) ' WasHinaTon, D.C. 20519 -

" INVESTIGATIONS k R } S } (202) 223-6538
MANPOWER AND CIVIL SERVICE - November 15, 1974 : ‘

y)
WM The Honorable Gerald R, Ford
. & = President of the United States
’ @ The White House .
R Washington, D.C. 20500

- Dear Mr. President:

‘ Enclosed is a letter from a group of citizens in my District
who have requested that I assist them in br;nging to your attention
their desire to assist approximately 300 orphan children ‘who have ‘
|been affected by the recent hurrlcane that struck Honduras._

: Rﬁallzlng that the Department of State has dlscouraged such |
actions the people of Southwest Missouri are xequestlng your S
glnterce851on in thEII behalf.

Any consideration you could give this request would be
gratefully apprec1ated. ‘

er of Congress

GT :hmh
Enclosure
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_ October 28, 1974

President Gerald R, Ford
White House
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Presidents
. Please gccept this petition from the citizens of Jasper COunty, Missouri.

.. A group of citizens in Jhsper County became concerned about the Honduras -
"children orphaned by hurricane Fifi. We felt that we should do more than just
.~ sympathize with the Hondursn people. We have organized a Jasper County ‘
- Committee for the Relief of Honduran Orphans. ' o ‘ ‘

At present we have located tuo-hundred and Twentbeive (225) faM1lies in
. and around Jasper County that are willing to provide tamporary foster homes
for approxlmately three-hundred (300) chlldren.

' Wé will be applyzng to the American ConSU1ate in Honduras for one year
" visitors' visas for these children. We wan® you and/er Mr. Kissinger
" " to0 help us be assured that these visas will be issued. We are asking.
. the Hondurqn Government to submit a letter with each visa application
stating that they will accept these children back into Honduras at the -
end of the specifled time period. : _ : .

. The thted States GoVErnment is not belng asked to do anything except give
- us permission to bring these children into our homes and care for them -
while the Honduron people attempt to recover from the horrible devastation of

'Hurricane Pifi,

: Mr. Gene Taylor. and members of his staff have been- extromely helpfvl with this
" project, If he could announce immediately that he hed personelly interceded =~
with the President or Mr. Kissinger in behalf of the citizens of Jasper Cownty, .
and the Honduron Children, I am certain each and everyone of these families '
and there friends would be grateful to you and Mr. Taylor.“' :

‘ Raspacthlly Submitted

fose %\7 i*zzb AO 0

' ‘Stan R, Patterson N
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' MEMORANDUM - 5672
| | THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
MEMORANDUM FOR: WILLIAM E. TIMMONS
e _ | , - MRS
FROM: o BRENT SCOWCROFT
SUBJECT: ‘ ' Response to letter frorn’;;%"_
' o ‘ Congressman Taylor. ﬁ.ﬁ"‘ _
‘ //f’

Congressman Taylor wrote the President seeking_)ﬁ/i)proval of one-year
visit visas for three hundred Honduran orphans.’ T ’

. The re sporis‘e explains why it is not pos sibl-e_;i\fb issue non-immigrant

- visas to such orphans and notes that unibr;ﬁ!nately-it would take more
than two years of waiting for them ta receive immigrant visas. It~

‘mentions the possibility of private legislation to accomplish the.
purpose. . a ST R

s

B fAtta.cln'nents: R /

. Tab A: . Sug {sted response to Congressman Taylorx
. Tab B: Ingoming correspondence SRR

N

'No Objection_ To Declassification in Full 201 1/05/02‘ : LOC-HAK-57—5—19-3

L T




