[
N

S 0

LY

22 A(r (67(3

9
(bt

i

M@sw%w@w/w

No Objection to Declassificatioan Part 2010/07/07 : LOC-HAK-559-30-9-9

, ‘, o ) ) N{u..i":"'r_‘ e e
¥ D L sUANT 2sXIE
. o o5X1}
‘ ' 1
TOAPR 22 4

22 April 1971

MEMORANDUM

. SUBJECT ¢ Situation in Haitd Following Death of Duvalier

1. The reaently amended Haitian'cénstitution provides

for a successor o the President. That successor has been

;'_named and his selection ratified by popular refnrandum. He

is Jean-Claude Duvalier, the 20-year old son of former Presi-
'dent puvalier who informed Ambagsador KnoX of his father's

'death on’ the evening-of 21 April.

2. The Lnitial act of tranaferting authority appears to
have transpired without incident. Jean~c1aude 8 tenure will
probably be jeopardized by hie youth, laok of preparation, the
'probable development of pro and anti~Jean c1aude factions, and
anxiety by men outside the qovernment to'maka a move before 1t
is too late. Duvalier sought to surround Jean=Claude with men
whom he could rely upon tQ ‘regpect his wishes. Without the
restraining presence of Duvalier himself, the personal ambitions

which these Duvalierists harbor are expected to aurface in the
near future. Also, people outside the govaxnment are expected
Lo try to'move quickly toward power bafore they are cut out by

others in the government who ara in better positioh.
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- 3. The exilea, and oppoaitioniata within the country.

" are consildered too weak, small and diaorganized to act immedi~

'ately, but they will try to take advantage of the first oppor-

; tunity in 14 years to play a role in Halti. There are no olear'

indications that Cuban or other foreign gupport to oxile groupa

has prepared them for an immediate move. Duvaller 8 death of

. course increaaes the posaibility. ‘The Haitian military, which

s now on full alert, 18 probably capable of containing moderate

"or not, may inhibit any immedinte atruggla for power within

}f-internal disorders but 1t 13 not adequate to reoist a atrong

attack from abroad.

*

4."Fear of ‘an invasion from abroad, whether well founded -

Haiti among those now 1n poaitiona of powor.i The new Preaident"

- has already :equested the United Stabas to provide naval sur-

veillunce in the waters &round Haiti to prevent Cuban veasela

ffrom caxrying out any invasion attempt against ehe -oountry and

to forestall “external groups -upreeumably Haitian exiles in

. the United Statas, from ataqing attackl on Haiti.

5. When news of Duvaliar'a death is made public, immediate

--widaspread violence is not anticipated although thera may be

'isolated 1natances of personal revenge.

=2~

|
-
I

EECRET PR 25X1
S 25X1

UL - 25X1.

Car e 31 A0 e ST S ST AN T i i e P N T T AR v

No ObJeCtIOI‘] to Declassmcatlon in Part 2010/07/707 LOC- HAK-559 30-9-9




No Objection to Declassification in Part 2010/07/07 : LOC-HAK-559-30-9-9

SBECRET

6. In brief, there is a legal succéssor. He is for

the moment suppoxted by people who do not wish to 1ose wvhat

fthgy have. There are no clear indications as to who in this
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group, or outside'tha government, is strongest. An undetermined
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| period of watchful waiting and buainess-as—uaual 19 probably.
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7. I1f a struggle for power doas develop, and if a winner
emarges quiokly, power should be transferred with a minimum of
unpleasantn%?a——fox Haiti and for the United States. If a
struggle’ develcpa and. no one emerges the olear victor, a.

chaotia nnd difficult ﬁime lies ahaad. _'_\'“
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