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MEMORARDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Heary A. Kissinger M_:‘!;;F:;"

e

SUBJECT: North Vietaame M‘A";intmmtmn

rovided below is the comparative study on North Vietaamese
inflitration which you recently requested.

infiltration during the dry seasss. Communist isfilivation during
the 1969-1970 dry season (Gotober 1969 through April 1970 was
far loss than daring the same pericd & veur ago,

~= From October 19568 to April 1969, spproximately 102, §00
personnel in 175 groups maved south.

-= Daring the same period snding in April this year, 127
grouaps containiag about 58, 490 personnel siarted toward
South Vistnars.

-~ This amounts to 48 groups less, or some 44, 000 fewer
troops.

The rainy season period. VWhen the raiss came lset year, the
Communists closed down thelr transportation systen in the Laotian
Fanhandle and only a trickle of infiltrators moved southwerd during
the ssuamer months,

-~ This vear, the Communists slso began to cut back on troop
infiltration in early April and only a fow groups started south
durisg late April and May.

The dilference. The major diffsrence this year ig that the Communists

arve attempting to maintain their tranaporiation system in Laos during
the rainy sesson.
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-« Bacouse of our operations in Combodia, it appeared at first
that Hamel decidesd to keep its Lastian trassportation system
open in order to move supplies rather than men.

e Ag lats 38 the and of May well afler the decigion had been made
to keep thoe Ho Chi Mioh Trail opes, istercepted Coramunist
messages still indicated that practically an treops were to move
south during Juse.

== But on June 4, these orders wers changed and inftltration stations
ware told to expect many southward moving groups.

June infiltration. As forecast, itroop movements Jdid plek up; some 15

groups containing 5, 700 parsonnel have been noted moving so far in June.

-« Thers iz a problem ie assessiag this movement, however; only thres
of these 14 groups bear the usual infiltration sumbers sssociated with
assignment in Soath Vietram. Two of them are assigned to the twn
nerthernmpst provinces in South Vietaany, with the third sisted for
the Central Highlands srsa.)

~= The dostinntion of the other 12 groups remuins nacertain. They
may he hended for south Lacs, whare snemy transportation unils
are being troabled by harassing attacks aad also fear larger acaie
ailied ground assauits. They could also be destined for Cambodia.

o~ Gf course, it loast some of these 12 groups may be destined for
South Vietnam despite thelr unusual designators.

-« i 80, we beliove it most likely that they would be headed far I Corps.
The Commuonists have been gradually beefing up thelr forces in this
ares during the last two months by diepatching seversl regiments
from the North which have moved gutside the regular infiliration
sysiem, aad some of those mmhrly &nttgmd groups in the system
may be part of the sverall increase. In any event, enstny action in
I Corpe will probably pick ep in the sesr fture.

Dutlogk., Dy kesping thelr Lactian transporiation aystem open thia yesr, tha
Cormmunists are reserving the optiva to moeve copsiderably more men and
supplies eouth than they did dazing the rainy sesson last yesr.
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o= The iacreass in infiltration cbsarved during June is by no means
massive, and could still be & teruporary trend,

-= Novertheless, in view of all the circumstances, it seams likely that
a comparatively bizher level of infiltration will continue during the
rast of the raiay soagon,
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Tuno 29, 197

MEMORANDUM FOR DR, KIBSINGER

F RO John M. Holdridge

SUBIECT: Memorandum for the Prosident on North Vietnamese
Infiltration

in response tv & roquest pageed to us by CGenersl Haig, & memoraadum

for the Fresident has been prepared on North Vieinamese infiltration,

RECOMMENDATION:

That you aign the memoraadum fer the President at Tab A,

Attachmant

THH/sfp/6-29-70
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