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MEMORANDUM FORY THE PRESIDENT:
FROMI HENRY A, KISSINGER
SUBJECTS INFORMATION ITEMS
AMERZCANS CONTINUE. YO BEPART VIENTIANE:D THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS

IN LAQS CONTINUES TO: DECLINE, OUR EMBASSY REPQRTS THAT AS OF
YESTERDAY, THMERE WERE' $0{ OFFICIAL AMERICANS STILL AT THEIR
POSTS, THE NUMBER OF ‘NONaOFFICIAL AMERICANS WAS. BEEN REDUCED

T0 99,

NEAR=TERM PROSPECTS PFQR INDIAY A NEARTERM ASSESSMENT OF
INDIA INDICATES THAT X718 ENTERING A PERIOD OF GROWING
POLITICAL FERMENT,, Mﬂagwﬂﬁnpﬁifs PRESTIGE WILL CONTINUE TO
RECLINE, AND SHE WILL: PROBABLY BE FORCED TO RELINGUISH SOME
OF: HER: UNPREGEDENTED GCONEENTRATION OF POWER, BUT SME WILL
REMAIN THE DECISIVE PACTOR IN INDIAN PDLITICS, THE NEXT
NATIONALL ELECTIONS, OUEI BY THME SPRING OF 1978, WILL® ALMOST
CERTAINLY RETURN THE GONGRESS PARTY TO POWER BUT WITH A REe
DUCED MAJORITY,. PUBLEC PROTESTS ARE LIKELY TO GROW IN SIZE
AND PREQUENCY, AND THE QOVERNMENT I8 LIKELY TD REACT MORE
OPTEN YITH PDRCE,. YET THERE APPEARS LITTLE PROSPECT EITHWER
FOR SERIOUS INSTARTILITY OR FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT PERPORMANCE
DURING THIS PERIOD,. THEL.GOVERNMENT 18 unu:nguv TO MAKE THE
CHANGES IN ROLICY NECEBSARY TO EXPLOIT INDIA'S POTENTIAL FOR:
MORE RAPID ZCONOMIC BRONTH OR:'TO MEET THE NEEDS OF IT8 GROWe.
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ING POPULATION,

INDIA WILL CONTINUR TO BE PREEMINENT 'IN SQUTH ABIa BUT ITS
INTERNATIONAL RQLE . WXWl REMAIN LIMITED, THE LIKELIHOOD OF
MAJQR‘ARN;D;caNrLigyva SQUTH ASTIA INVOLVING INDIA IN THE
NEXT NEN YEARS SEEMS SMALL, AND PRESENT TRENDS INDICATE
THAT RELATIONS BRETMEEN. INDIA AND PAKISTAN WILL BE STABLE,
INDTA AND CHEINA MAY RESTORE: FULL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS, BUT
THERE :Qauvagx,auwgvmvznu,gw EITHER S1DE FOR A RESOLUTION
DF. PUNDAMENTAL DIFFERRENCES, INDO«SOVIET RELATIONS ARE NOT
LIKELY TO REGAIN rusgc.oaensss-ur 1971, IN. SPIYTE: OF CON=
YINUED EXTENSIVE SOVEEY MILITARY ASSISTANCE, INDIA IS UNw-
LIKELY 7O MAKE MAJBA CONCESSIONS TO MOSCON ON THE LATTER'S
ABYAN COLLECTIVE SECURITY PROPOSALB OR ON THE LBE OF INDIAN
BASES, ALTHOUBH INDO»U.8, RELATIONS ARE: LIKELY YD BE MORE
STABLE THAN IN THE PASY, THEY WILL PROBABLY REMAIN SHALLOW
AND auudacV“ru,uH,gawa;mvzaa.~.!ND!AN SUSPICIONS AND: DOMES»
TIC POLITICS WILL GONTINUE TO GENERATE PERIODS OF ANTI=U.8.
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