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FERRUARY 11, 197% :
MEMORAMDINA FOR THE SFLRETARY [ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY)
FRONY THE SITUATION RODM
SUBJECTE  INFORMATTION TTEM

BELLYANG, DUTCH HMOVING TOWARD CHOICE OF MIHAGE S

FMBABSY MARUSSELS LFARNED 0N MONDAY THAT THE BELGIAM MINISTRIFS nF
DEFEMSE, FORFIGN AFFTARS AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS HAVE PREPARED A JOTNT
PAPER FOR PRESENTITON TO THE PRIME MINTSTER RECOMMENDING THAT RELGTUM
PURECHASE THE FRENCH MIRAGE INSTEAD OF AN AMERTCAN PLANE TO REPLACE
ITS Fat#d FIGHTERS, PRIMARTLY ON POLYTICAL GRDUNDG, THE HELGTANS
REPORTEDLY ARE TESTING THIS FORITION ATTH THF nUTCH TN TALKS NDw
UNDERWAY HETWEEX THE BFLGIAN AMD DHTCH MYNISTERIFS OF FORETGM
AFFAYRS AnD NEFENSE . [F THE DUTEH DO NOT REACT STRONGLY AGAINST
THIS PNSITION, THE FMUBASRY SOURCE REPORTS THAT THE BFELGIAN '
MIMISTERS WILL 1HENRM PRIMF MIMISTFR TUADEMANG THAT THEY INTEND

TO PREBENT LT A8 THE HELGIAN POSITION AT THE FFRRUARY 17 MEETIMy

OF THE DEFENSE MIMTSTERS 0OF THE FUUR NATTUN FONSORTIUH, THE

EMRABSY BELTIFVES THIS REPORT T8 PRDuABLY ACCURATE, IF IT IS

CONFYRMED BRY BELGIAN OFFICTALS TNUAY, THE ExRASSY WIL| MAKF
APPOINTMENTS AT THF POLITICAL LEVEL T} ARGHE KPR THE YFeis,
IN THE MEANTIME, THE DUTCH STATE SECRFETARY Faw DEFENSE,
BTEMERDINK, TULD A S EMBASKY NFFILTAL 0OM FERRUARY 7 THAT FORLFS
LED My QEFENSE AINISTER VRFUFLING ARF NOW SATNRING TOWARD THE MIRAGE
AS A MFANS OF SAVING THE ®EUROPEAN ATROCRAFT YNPUSTRY,® THOSE FAVORTING
THE MIRAGE ARE ALSH ARGUING THAT THE YFetlo 2T() FVENTUALLY COST Morg -
IN BUILDERS THAN THE ATRAGE, STEMERDINK SATH THAT VREDELING'S H%
ARGUMENTS T8 FAVOR OF THE MIRAGE WFRF PERSUASIVE AND MIGHT r
EVENTUALLY 'PRDVE IHRFSISTARLF, AWARE 0F THE ANVERSE FEFECT DF PyUTCeH
PURCHASE OF THE MIPARE OH US=pUTCH RELATTONS, STFMFRDINK SAID HE HaS
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DRAWM 1P A PL&AN CALLING FOR TWF PURCHASE OF AN UNSPETIFIFO WUMRER NF

US Fm5F&, A WUCH CHEAFER p| ANE THAM EITHFR THE MIRAGE OR FX YFe{6,

WITH TWE SAVINGS APPLIED TN HELPING THF "LURDPFAN AJRCRAFT INMOUSTaY"

we REAR MIRAGE, '
. AMBASBADOR GOULD DASERVFS THAT STEMFRDINK'S FALLBACK YO

THE FeBE MARKS A STIGNIFICANT CHAMGE IN HIS PREVIDUS VIEWS AND

MAY REFLECT MIS RELIEF THAT THE NNELY wAY T0 PREVENT THE NUTCH FROM
CRUYING THE MIRAGF AMD ASSURE PURLCHASE OF AN AHFRTICAN PLANE IS TO
SETTLE FDR THE FewdF, ACCORDIMG TO THE AMBASSADNR, WAATEVER
STEMERPINK'S MOTIVES, HIS REMARKS INDINATE THAT THF MIRAGE I8 A
REAL PNSRIBILITY FOR THE WETHER| ANDS AND THaT THASE In THE
GOVERNMERT FAVDRING A LS PLAME MAY BF THINKIMG INCREASINGLY TN
CTERME NF THE FebF, (NATES) -
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