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FR QM2 THE SITUATION ROONM
SUBJECT: INFORMAT ION ITEMS

'SCHEDUL”?&S FOR BRITISH DEFENSE REVIEW: THE BRITESH PLAN TGO BE~

GIN CONSILTAT IONS wW{ITH WASHINGTON, RONN, AND EVENTUALLY NATO

. AFTER THE CAGINET COMMITTEE REACH S BECISIONS ON DEFENSE REVIEW

ON NOVEMBER 4, IF THE UoS. COMCURS, BRITISH QFFICIALS ANTICIPATE
THAT TALKS COULD BEGIM IN WASHINCTON BY MID=NOVEMRER, THE BrRIT~-
{SH DELEGAT ION PROBABLY wiLL BE LED BY SR JOHN HUNT, BRIT|SH
CABINET SECRETARY., THE BRITISH EXPECT DISCUSSIONS WITH NATO -

CWHI{CH ¥OWD BE HELD AFTER CONSULTATIONS wiTH THE 1L S84 AND FRG -«
TMRE LIKELY TO LAST T¥0 TO THREE MONTHS. SONME REQDUCTIOMS N

BRITAIN'S NATO~COMMITTED FORCES ARE L IkELY, PROBABLY IN THE

CROTUSH ARMY ON THE RHINEL A MIN{STRY OF GEFENSE OFFICIAL HAS

COMMENTED TO THE UsS. HMBASSY T HAT THE DEFENSE REVIEW S “NOT
COMING OUT TO0 BADLY." THE DEFENSE STAFF HAS REEN ADVOCAT ING
DEFENSE CUTS OF ARGUND $1 BILLIONs THE IMPACT OF THE CUTS HOY~
EVER, wILL DEPEND ON HOW QUICKL Y THEY ARE APPLIED, IF SPACED
OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS, THEY COWLD HAVE ONLY A MINIMAL EFFECT

ON FORCE EFFECTIVENESS AND . PROCURE MENT PROGR ANS,

REPORT S THAT, ACCORD ING YO A DANISH AIR FORCE SCURCE, THE DAN{SH
MILITARY WILL ALMOST CERTAIM. Y RECOMMEND THE PURCHASE OF GENERAL
DYNAMIC'S YF-16 AS THE L IGHTWE tCHT FIGHTER REPLACEMENT, AN
IMPORTANT INGREDIENT IN THE RECOMMENDAT [ON 1S THE EXPECTED 8O-
PHIST {CATED ELECTRONIC TECHOLCGY THE DANES wOULD EXPECT TO
ACQUIRE AS PART OF THE OFFSET. IN A RECENT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE,
DEFENSE MINISTER BRONDUM FOR THE FIRST TIME LAID OuT THE wHOLE
QUEST 1ON OFFICIALLY FOR THE DANES AND IMPLIED THE CHOICE SHOULD
BE AN AMERJCAN AIRCRAFT, OUR EMEASSY IS SUGGESTING 7O THE EUROC-
PEAN REPRESENTATIVES OF THE TwO AMER JCAN CONTENDERS THAT THEY
SHOWD EXTEND THEMSELVES TO THE ODANISH TRADE UNMION CONGRESS.

WASHINGTON STAR~-NEWS: HENRY BRADSHER REPORTS THAT, DESPITE
THE INCREASINGLY CHAOTIC AND VIOLENT POLITICAL SITUATION [N
SAIGON NORTH VIETNAM 1S BECOMING WORR IED THAT EVENTS MIGHT
NOT DEVELOP THE WAY IT WANTS. HANQI IS AFRAID THAT THE AG |-
TAT ION AGAINST PRESIDENT THIEU MIGHT RESHLT IN A CLEANUP OF
CORR UPT 1ON WHICH COULD REGAIN SUPPORT FOR THIEU OF SOME
LEADER S NOW DFNOUNCING HIM 1M SAHCCN DEMONSTRAT IONS,

A STAR EDITOR 1AL ON "SOOTHABLE SENSIBILITIES™ ASSESSES YOUR
RECENT TRIP TC INDIA AS A USEFUL FENCEPATCHING SESSION THAT
DID LITTLE TC RESOLVE THE MAJOR PROBLEMS. THE PFRCEPTION THAT
IO 1A IS, [N FACT, “MARGINAL™ IN YCOUR GLOPAL CALCULATIONS RE-
MAINS VAL D, FOR ALL THIS, HOWEVFR, THE TR IP wAS ¥ORTH T AS
AN EXFRCISE N PUBLIC RELATIONS. SOFT SQAP, N DIPLOMACY, CAN
SOMET tMES wORK wONDERS, AND THAT IS ONE COMMODITY, (N AN ERA
OF SCARCITY, STHLL IN PLENTIFWL SUPALY.

LATE |TEWM

LAOS AND CUBA PROBABLY TO ESTABLISE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS: AN
INTERCE PTED LAOT IAN MESSAGE REVEALS THAT LAOS AND CUBA WILL
ROBABLY ESTABLISH D{PLOMAT{C RELATIONS OGN NOVEMBER 1. S|~
MULTANEQUS PUBL ICAT ION OF THE COMMUNTOUE N HAVANA AND VIENT 1ANE
IS SCHEGLLEC FOR NOVEMBER o,
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