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mzmovqmnum.rbp THE QFCPtTAPY
FROM: -~ THE SITU#TION POOM
OHPJEPTn ADDITFONAL TNFORMATION ITEMS
SOUTH VIETMAMEQE REPORTENLY ARANDON RANGEDR -RASEs SOUTH VIETMAMESE
FORCES HAUE APPARENTLY ARANDONED GIA VUT, AN ISOLATED OUTPOST NEAR
THE KONLUM-pUANG NGAT PROYINCE:RODDER WEIEH NAME UINDEP INTEMSE COM-
MUNIST GROUND AND ARTLLERY ATTACK LATE LAST WEEX., HELICOPTEP RESCUE
ORE¥ATIONS ARE PLANNED TO PlIfnv (P SURVIVORS OF THE 2ARRIGON'S 2R7Tw
MAN RANGER BATTAL ION DEFENGE rowrn. CTHE~ ABANDONMENT OF GIA VUG HAS
REEN UNDER OONSIDERATION SINC MEARBY MINK. LONG DNISTRICT TOWAN FELL
INTO COMMUNIST HANDS IN MID- Aurwrf THE CANMP G aTYTLIAN DEPENPENTS
WERE EVACUATED SEVERAL WEEXS<-ACO IN ANTICIPATION OF MAJOR COMMUNIGT
ATTACKS, THE FELIMINATION OF GIA VUC WILL HELP THE cOMMINISTS SECURE
CTHEIR HIGHLAND INFILTEATION CORPPINOPS AND PROVIDE THEM WITH GREATEP
L ACCESS TO THE RICE-RICH COASTAL LOWLANDS RPEGION,
3 FLSEWHERE IN THE NORTHERN PROVINCES, SOUTH VIETNAMESE MAPINES THIS
:© WEEWEND REPULSED A BATTALTON-SIZEDR WORTH VIETNAMESE GROIUND ATTACK
. NORTHWEST OF MUE NEAR THE THila THIEN-DUANG TRI PROVINCE BORDER,
i ROTH SIPDES WERE SUPPORTED RY MASSIVE ARTILLERY, ROCKET, AND MORTAR™
T FIRE, THE MARINES CLAINM TO HAVE ¥ILLED 247 COMMUNISTS WHILE SUS-.
3 TAINING ONLY RELATIVELY LIGHT CASUALTTES THEMSELVES,. HEAVY GROUND
FIGHTING WAS ALSO PEPORTED BY aPUN A TRRORNE. AND TNFANTRY UNTTS IN
QUANG NAM ®PROVINCE., S =

SEPTEMBER 23, 1974

e - HIRRICANE DAMAGE IN HONDIURAS: PRESS REPOPTS DESCRIRE THE NEVASTA-
TION OF THE STO®WM AS THE WORST MOMENT. IN THE MATION'S HISTORY, WITH
AT LEAST 5,202 DEATHS AND MOPE -THAN $50¢2 MILLION IN PROPERTY DAMACE,
THE 1.5, AMBASSADOR AND MILITARY REPRESENTATIVES HAVE BEEN SURVEYINQ
F THE COUNTRY AND EXPECT TO RE MORE PELTABLY ARLE TO ASSESS THE PROB -
A LEM IN A REPORT LATER THIS MODNINA, -~ THE HONDUPAN MILITARY HAS
& ESTIMATED THAT THERE HAVE REEN 1,20 DEATHE AND CONFIRMED THE WIDE.
" SPREAD DAMAGE. A NUMBER OF LATIN AMERTCAN COUNTRIES HAVE CENT PLANE-
- LOADS OF RELIEF SUPPLIES AND MEDICAL PERCONNEL, AMONG THEM, THE
" CUBANS HAUE SENT DOCTORS, NURSES®, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, AND A FIELD

- HOSPITaL ., THE EMBASSY MAS A TEAM IN THE FIELD SURVEYING THE

DAMAGE AND WILL REPORT THEIR FIN“TN”Q'LATEP TODAY.

PHILIDP*ME PG RELATIONS: A SENIC® PHIL TDPIW GOVERNMENT OT‘~
[ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY]
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FICTAL HAS PROVIDED THE GIST OF A LETTED WHICH PRESINENT MARCOS
SENT TO CHAIRMAN MAG, THE LETTER, GARRTED BY MRS, MARCOS WHO

TS NOW VISITING CHINA AC THE PRECTIDENT'S “SPENIAL ENVOY," SAYS
THAT HEP VISIT "PAVES THE WAY FO® CLOSE® HNDEPSTANDING, GOOP-
ERATION aND FRIENDLY NEIGHROPL INESS," BUT DOES NOT SPECTIFICALLY
MENTION FORMAL DIPLOMATIC RELATIONG, MRS, MAPCOS WENT A RIT BSE7
YOND THTS, HOWEVER, IN BOTH HE® DEPARTIURE STATEMENT AT MANTLA

AND MEP RANQUET SPEECH IN PEWING PY REFERRING TO THE POSSIRILITY
OF "CLOEER RELATIONS™ BETWEEN THE PHILIPPINES AND THE PRe,

TN MANILA, PRPESIDENT MARCOS ANNOIMOED THAT ¥PS, MARCOS IS TO SIoW
AN AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF OIL FROM PEXING, HE, HDWEVES,
DID NOT STATE THE QUaNTITY AND PRICE OF OTL: TO RE PURCHASED RBY THE
OYIL TPPTINE GOVERNMENT FROM THE PEOPLE'S REPURLIC OF NHTNa,
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