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THE WHITE HOUSE | jc’OWC«‘“W‘? /:9/

WASHINGTON

Novernber 12, 1974

ME MORANDUM FOR: BOB HART MANN .
| | BRENT SCOWCROFT &
BILL TIMMONS

. KEN COLE
FROM: TACK HUSHENCHM‘k
SUBJECT: Presidential Interview with

U.S. News & World Report

Please read the attached transcript of the President's interview with
U. 5. News & World Report and make corrections or changes where
necessary. The transcript must be returned to Ron Nessen no later

than lriiloﬂ Fm iaq%x if your assistance is to be considered in putting
together the final product. _ _ RS ‘

Attachment
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(T'S. News & World Report

P WASHINGTON

2300 N STREET, N.W, . WASHRINGTON, D.C. 20037

November 12, 197h

Mr. Ron Nessen

Press Secretary

The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

b - Ron s /' .
ot AR - «

The enclosed meznuscript is submitted for the President's approval. It
has been sized for publication, and the conversational tone, which we feel is im-
portant has been preserved.

Please make all changes on this originael, and, if possible, try to hold

alterations to a minimum. John Mashek will arrange return, and will stay in touch
with you. piease keep in mind our urgent deadline for the current issue, in which

. LY
we plan to use the interview.

After return of the manuscript, the President's remarks will not be
changed. If requirements indicate, we may eliminate an enti.r'e' question and answer
for space. Otherwise, we will get in touch with you for update or any question of

content related to h:i.s answers.

Please hold_confidential our plen to publish this interview.

Let me take this opportunity to éxpress our a.pprecia.tion for your co-op-
eration and assistance in ‘ma.king the President's views available to our readers.'
| Immed:.ately upon publication, magazines will be delivered to your office.

Sincerely yours 5 -

- -

\f\ﬂw——d‘ s
Marvin L. Stone
Executive Editor

TR -
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vash¥Bton, D. C.|
"J.8.News & World Report" November 11, L97h

Q Mr. President, before you'tell us what you see ahead,
can you describe what you consider the chief acccxnplisﬁments
in your first 100 days in of‘f‘ice?‘

| The President: I would say the recognition that we had

to do something affirmatively about the econamy -- infla-

<

tion and the softening of the ec:onomy.‘ We have a good pcd
gram that came out of our economic summit meetings. | I think
they were well conducted. They came up with some ‘aitérna.q-
tives that we have put together in & good program. I thifk
that Waé al major ac;omplishment.

We have, in my judgment, bandled foreign policy in a con-
structive way‘. We're moving ahead with our negotiations with
the SoVviet Union on SALT II -- the second stage of strategic
arms limitations. Wé're working, I think, af‘firmatively‘ as
far as the Middle East is concerned. We have been co-oper-

ating with others as far as Greece and Turkey and Cyprus are

concerned. There is & continuity of a good foreign policy
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and the prospects are encouraging as I look further down
the road.

Those are the things that come to mind.

est disappointments?

The President: The Ffailure of the Congress to act on Neld

L

do as weli in the el:actions as I would have liked.

But whgn you look at the election, I don't know of an
Administration that had more ‘potentialiy adverse fgrob]_.ems
on Election Day than this one -- with inflation at 11 per

- _

cent, unemployment at 6 per cent, and Watergate. Now, thal

a pretty tough cambination.

for re-election in 19767 Is it still your plan to seek th

Q On the other side of the coin, what have been your gregt-

son Rockefeller's confirmation, the failure of the Congress |
to xix‘ove ahead more quickly on economic legislative proposals

that we submitted., And I would have to admit that we didm't

R Did the election resulis change your mind about running ‘

- |FORD IVU - = ‘ i

AK-55-1-1-8

'S

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8



¥ORD IVU - 3 ' |
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8
- w ‘

office again?
The President: Yes, it is.
Q Previously, you had said you probably would run -

The Pregident: I intend to run.

i

Q Looking a.head on the economy, when do your advisers pre
dict an upturn in dbusiness?
The Preéide.nt: They believe if Government does the right
things now, we should have an upturn the second half of 1575.
And we will also be at a point that ’che&.rate of inflation
is down to 6 to 7 pér cent.

CIf wé do the wrong things now, we will be building up
to a very bad potential economic picture in 1976, with in-
flation as high, if not higher, than it is now and tﬁe econ-~ -
omy in a very unstable, uncertain condition.

Q By the wrong things, you méan -
The President: Failure to fight inflation and, :‘mstead,.

taking too many stimalative actions.
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@ Do you think the overwhelming Democratic majorities in
Congress that resulted frem the November 5 election and tke 
fact that you are not an electéd President jeopardizes or
undermines in any way youf ability to govern in the next
two years?

The President: The electioﬁ on November 5 put the Congr ss
right with‘the President as far as respongibility and ac-
|eountability are concerned. I'm not going to get into which“
one is actually higher. Both of us haﬁf‘a serious responéi—
bility. But Congress also has to be accountable. And if
Congress is irresponsible -- and I hoPe.it isn't ~= the time
of accountability, as far as they'fe cdncerned, will be

November of 1976.

I think we can work together. But I think the responsi

-1

bility that T have as President is equal to that that they

I

have, the majority in this new Conzress. And I'll co-oper

late with then. Butr tasy'

re accouniable. ‘Uhe Deoagerats
e bt . i
.
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won an election. They have overwhelming majorities. The;]

oy

have to assume this responsibility. At the same time thej

-

have an éccountability.
Q@ In the lameduck session that is to start this week; Mr
President, what do you expect to emerge?
The President: I'm hopeful tﬁat Congress will act on the
major things that I'm pr0po§ing that they concentrate on,
There's an important list that starts, of course, with
Nelson Rockefcoller's confimmastion, the confirmation of thg
N .
b6 individuals that we sent up thgre for various persornel
appoihtments, the basic prcposals that aré inéorporatéd in
our econcmic program.
.Q I;gfhére aﬁy dangér to fhe counﬁfy iﬁ dgiaying the‘ch-
| firmation of Mr. Rockefeller as Vice President?
|The President: Very definitely. There's no eicuse,.in my
Judgment, for not acting affirmativeiy on the Rockefeller

leonfirmation prior to adjoirmment.
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I don't know whether the terﬁ "daﬁgerous" is the right
word. I think it's very undesirable to have a long periﬁd
when the country is without a.Vice President. I don't mean
to be uncomplimentary to the Speaker of the House or any-
body who is next in line. But we have a Conétitgtion thay
provides for a President and a Vice President. The éSth
[Amendment established certain procedures fbr.the ciréum-
stances that developed last year. I AOn't ﬁhink they weré
ahticipated at the timé the 25th‘Amendmeht-was appféved,-
but at least it's ajnechgnism by which:you get a Vige Pres?“
dent.

This delay is a very, very bad precedent. I‘was con-.
firmed in just about eight weeks. I_n&minated Rockefeller
11 days after I took the oath of 6ffice. it's now alnmost |
three months since that time.

Q Did you anticipate a delay that long?

The President: o, I did not. Of course, we were hopeful

ot L - [y L e Mt . .- .t

A AT . Y e, e L. P B A AT - C - LU 1 R T Y L LA T
s LT R e T e ey el e e Rl L e B B, J : ah

-3 . H R LT [ A PR

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8. .

s EE T
de Ay am AP MR R N VT PLIMER L
LS e s PR S T AR



!

-No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC—H/’I\K-55-1-1-8
hal w

that he would be confirmed prior to the election.

Now, I would recommend that there ought to be a time |
1imit set on the nomination and confirmation of a Vice Prgsi-
dentf I think it certainly waé the legislative intent that
ﬁhere wouldn't be this long, long delay. And I'm not al- |
leging any motives that.are anything but the best, but un-
fortuﬁately the delay -- and if it goes intd the next Con-
|gress -~ I think would be very serious.
0 Have joﬁ séen anything that has been brought out in thd

. | . . ’ .
investigation so fag to show that Mzr. Rockefeller‘is not
qualified to be the Vice President?

The President; None whatsoever.

Q Do you'plan any changes in the écénamic érogram &ou sent
S - .

to Congress in October?

~ |The President: No, we do not. We think it was well put

together, finely tuned, znd we h;ven't seen any sﬁfficiently

sisnificant changes in tne econcny to justify any major
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revisions.
Thaf progranm, of course, includes a total of 31 proposals,
including the limitation on federal expenditﬁres of 300
‘ibillion dollars in the year that ends next June.
When you talk about the 300-billion-dollar spending ceilj
ing, you have té get into the deferrals and recisions., I
submitted some. I'm going to éubmit some others. All told,
ihey will include a total of 23 billion dollars in defer-
| als snd 700 million dollars in recisions. That a1l bies
. % "
into the BOO-bil;ion;dolla? spending limitation.l
Then there is the tax side. We have froﬁosed the 5Jéer.
cent surcharge on the tax on pexsonal iﬁcomesvﬁf'$15,000‘
énd over and.on corporate income taxes p}us the incréase '

Y

in the investment tax credit, the preferred-dividend pro- |

¥

wvision, plus the things that are in the taxareform legislal
tion that's out of the Comnittee on Ways and Means —~.wé

embrace that even though we don't like every provision in
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it., I think there are a number of good provisions included
in that.
Then we move into the extension of empldyment.. We moveJ
into the CIC -- Community Improvement Corps == w‘nich we

think is a better approach under the circunstances jo the
traditionél public-service employment legislation, because
if's triggered if you have unemployment, it's detriggered |

if 'Ehe unemployment goes down. They're short-range, short)

term projects, so that you don't have things that carry on
2
and on and on.

R One has the impression that Congress is coming back with

Hits No. 1 priority to fight recession.  You're still pro- |

bosing that they tzckle inflation as No. 1. How is this go
<
ing to affect your package?

The President: I have said over the last several months

that inflation wos public encemy No.o 1. It certainly is,

i
but I must admit that in the last several weeks or 1lzsst nenth
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there ﬁas been a recognition that the softening in the
economy is probably as important as inf}ation. And that‘s
why we have‘to have this rather finely-tuned prqgram.

At the time we put‘it together, T was told by Alan Gres

gpan, the chairman of my Council of Economic Advisers, and

ing of the economy. And therefore we backed off of sané
things that would have been a harder blow‘égainst inflatioc
in order to take into cognizance the fact that the economy
.

might slow down, which it has.

So I still think that it's a program th@t méeﬁs'the dual
problemQ
Q One ﬁroposal that‘seems to have upset many peaﬁle is th

-

5 per cent surtax on_personal incomes of $15,000 and aver.
Is this negotiable?

The President: TWhether it's 315,000 or not is negotisble,

The conceot, I think, is nonnegotiavle.

. . L - . B oty St BRI TN WLITE DR
e L b e L T e T A e T S TR R
A I L

others that there was the possibility we would have a Squen-
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" We lonked at it verv ecarefully and weiithinit 415 600,
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which makes only 28 per cent of the personal-income-~tax
payers liable, is a fair breaking point. Now, if Congressg
goes up to $20,000, $25,000, they concentrate the burden
on the people who are better off finanecially. Bgt the corl-
cept, I think, is sound. It's simple. It brings in suffi-
cient revenue. It puts fhe burdén on the people who are
better able to pay. We don't know of a better alternative,
and I don't think there is one.
2 Realistically, how ds you rate the prospects that Congrness
will enact your surtax proposal?

The President: I don't think comments made prior to the
- lelection are an‘accurate reflection of what the Coﬁgress
mightgfo when trney come back tetween now and adjournment.
I did notice, even during that period prior to the election,
that there were some who didn't feject it - and I maan some

in the lesderchip -= but who did cueglify

}ote

ing point.
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8o I think perhaps in the calm after the election and
with the need to do something to raise money to pay for
these other things in my progranm, that there could be, ang

T hope will be, some affirmative action.

Q If Congress doesn't move in this adjourned session, wil

you renew the tax plan in 19757

The President: We have every intention of doing so, unleg

somebody comes up with a better approach as to how we can

raise méney 10 pay for thege hum
dations we've made to meet the challenges nf‘risihg unem~
ployment, the challenges of trying to help'ﬂx less-welle
aff meet the p?oblems of inflation.

Q Isgfherea-danger that antireceszsicnary steps such as
incomg-tax cuts for ihe lower-income group, moré‘public—
service "Obn, more liberal benafits for the unemployed wil

inflste the econony?

The Freszident: To & degrze they are stimuliive, proridin

Pt Pt
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it costs the Federal Treasury a substantial amount of mong
and adds to your budget-deficit problems, yes. But hope-
fully we can offset that with some of the tax measures --

the 5 per cent surtax -- that we're talking about.

gram is to cut Government spending -

and to provide additional taX revenues --

1

to come out on the budgets for 1975 and 19767

The President: A lot depends on what the Congress does.

if they help us cut spending to 300 billion or less, we wi

dollar deficit. Revenues are now znticipated around 2%+
billion dollars, in thzat range.

[ O Wt S PP T A Y e e - ~ o E e
So a lobt depinis mmownat e Connrass cota on o aponcing

ot et S L e -
ey - PP . , . . AN -

Q A primary approach to the inflation problem in your prg--
The Pregident: Yes, to hold the 1id on Government spending

Q What is your realistic appraisal now of how you're going

If Congress does what we are crogosing for the '75 budget,

I i
rord INo Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1
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have, based on anticipated revenues, about a 5-to-6 billicn-
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and also whether they raise some of this additional revenye.
But based on existing law, that’'s @bout the range ~-- 5-to-
6-billion-dollar deficit.

Now, if you go to 1976, again it relates to what Congress
does on deferréls, recisions and a gpending ceiling, as well
as on anticipated revenues. You could have a deficit -~ if
you just have a free, uninhibited program based on exisfirg
law, existing commitments -- as high as 35 billion dollarsg.
Or with regponsible acktion, you could ge os low as 10, In
fiscal 1976 you've got a wide range of possibilities.
Q Aré_you saying that you don't see a baianced budget in |
762
The Pffsident; ot unless there is a harsher prosram than
I think Congreés, #t_this stage, is willing to take and,

for economic ressong,pernzds harsher than T would like to

ct
M,
o

i

Q Beyond the arsa of budset ond the ecencay, Mr. President,

ey . ‘ 3 . L e .
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what are your other top-priority p:oposals for thg lameduck
session?
‘"The President: The trade bili, I think, is of maximen im-
portance., Thal really relates to the stétus of the econony, .
too, maybe not on the short haul but con the long pgll.

There are also such.prcposals as the mass-transit bill,
“lwhich is a six-year, ll—billion~dollar program, which pro-
vides the option to use funds at the local level foreither
operating or capital grants.

.

Q Are there any engrgy'propoéals in your program?
The Presiﬂent: Oh, yes. The deregulatioﬁ of natural gas,

as well.asmany proposals that are part of Project Indepen-d

dence.

S

We had one or two other energy proposals -- econstructian

of deep-water ports, and the surface-mining or strip-mining

legislation. That's a vretty big legislative packoze, dusg

4}

a number of those oproposals are in good shage. The surfacdes-
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mining bill is in'conferencg, tre deep-water-ports till is

in conference, the House has passed one version of the

spending limitation, the Senate hags passed another.

So there's enough action already taken that I fthink, ifl
'

they work at the job, this Congress can complete it -- and

achieve a good over-all record.

QA There's considerable talk that Congress is not really

likely to éo much in the special séssion and that it Vill ‘

e 1975, and the Yuth Congress, before serious considera-

3

tion is given to much of your program --

The President: T thirk time is of such urgency that the

Congress ought to enact the major parté of it now -- and

hopefélly all of it.

For us to say we'll accept something in February, which

is the realistic date you could crpect a new (ongress tb apve,

what with the reorganizatisn, with all the new memters cdming,

; . . ] \
the committae asgignrmants, ond overything elee -- uell, i thoyp
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don't pass it in December pricr to adjournuent, it's most
unlikely you'll get any action until Ma)_:ch, reaily. And
I think that delay is unconscicnable when you see the prob-
lems we face,
Q As you look zhead to 1975, are you concerned about charces
of getting your legislative progr_am through a m.ofe heavily
Democratic Congress?

The President: The urgency of action is moi‘e important tHan

the kind of = co__greés we'll be dezlin

i

has an obligation to finish its joo now. Hopefully they'll
do it all, or at least do a good job. We;ll have to deal
hrith the realities of the next Congress when the time comes,
,Dut. whét ccn'é';rns mé iuow is thli‘s perioc_lw of linmbo for"x;ou,g;hly
two to three months. And I don't think the economy, I doni't

think our foreizsn policy can =walt thot kind of 2 span.

0 Do you talnk the new Congress, o3 a resuld of the slee-

) . [ A - J— Lt e - P S P . :
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on fiscal responsibility that perhaps didn't exist six months
ago?
The President: I would hope so. I haven't seen anything ‘
tangible yet, but I am waiting to see how Congress votés.
They're going to have lots of opportunities to meke some
hard decisions in this very important area.

There are some political commitments, or campaign com-
miﬁments, that do worry me. Some of the membgrs of Con-
gress seem to be zimed at cutting expenditures by really
hitting the DefenseJDepartment abnormaily hard. This I
lwould vigorously oppose. It‘s ny judgment that the Defense
Department -- the facts clearly show i£ in constant dollars
1--'has taken & bizger decline than almost any other depart-

-
ment in the Government.
So, I would vigorously ovnpose achleving = fiscal limitnn‘

+tion by Just elobterias tha Ay, Havy, Aizr Force and Ma-
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oppose it.

But we've got to wait and see, really, how the new Con-
gress is going to live up to their campaign promises.
| Q Did you see any signal in the popular vote that indicated
a public urge for more fiscal responsibility in the COng:ess?
The President: Not directly, but I saw some signals in
some of fhe bond issues that were turned down around the
country that ought to be a signal to members of Congress
that, regardless of what their own views are, those publig

g .

votes disapproving expanded programs at the local agd Statle
level ought to be a warning to them,

Then there was a Reoper public-opinion polll that indi-
.catéd 75 ber cent o%‘ the p'eople s"-.xppbrted reducing the fed-

o
eral budget. So I think the public is "conservative," in
the sense of fiscal responsidility. It's 2 guestion of hgw
you acnisve that regncnsivility.
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thaﬁ you would be willing to comprbmise certain aspe;ts of
that. In viewlof the results éf-the election, will you
have to adopt that posture of compromise more and ﬁore nexb
year -- or can we loock forward to more and more dogfights
wiﬁh Congress? -

The President: I would hope that I can work with the Cop-
gress. And, as I sald to Democratic congfessional leaderé
after the election, I do hope to work with the Congress.
But there are certain arezs where,in my judgment, they heve

X

to work with me on an affirmative basis: foreign policy,

-

national security, expenditure confrol, a sound over-all
program. What I'm really saying is that it's a two~way
street.

—

@ Suppose the new Congress should again set up machinery

3

for wage and price controls., Would you use that machinery
The President: I'm very much ovposed to the Congress en-

. ; . N . i
acting standby confrels., 1 4o ncot bvelieve th2 cirvemstancas

“No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8




FORD IVU - 21 | |
No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8

we face in the economy Jjustify wage and price controls.
And I happen to agree with George Meany that if the Congregs
wants them, they ought to assume the responsibility and

make them mandatory rather than to give to the President
‘Etandby authority and then say, "Well, you‘make up your

mind.,"

B Do you think there is any prospect that the lameduck

session will enact wage and price cont?ols in any form?

T'he President: No.

5 You seen to be‘talking tougher than ;ou vere three months

Bgo in your relations with Congress. Does this indicate

e

Eome s;rong disappointment.with what'you've seen unfolding
Che P?EFi&ent; Iet us take cne particular issue: <foreign
policy. I had excellent co-operation from the Démocratic
and Republican leadership in those elgsing <ays pricr to

]
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and the net result was, I think, we were hendecuffed, we
were handicapped in trying to achieve,.for example, the
initiative which we believe in as far as Cyprus, Greece,
Turkey is concerned.

Q To turn away from Congress, Mr. President, are you com
cerned about the prospect of a 12 per cent contract'settle-
ment in the coal sirike? What is that going to do to your
anti-inflationary program?
The President: Well, it depends on how the 12 per.cent 19
divided. If the 12 per cent were all ;n immediate cash

payments, I think it could be very much egainst our batils

against inflation, If much of it is iﬁ some of the other

ct
Q
[7;]
4]
]
™
&0
ol
d.
Q
'3
3
il
-
o
.
3
U
jo]
o3
(=
b
[$]
¥y
4]
(o]
th
)
t
)
[
i3
]J .
|_J
i
13
1]
r1.
g
[
-
g
o]
o

e

i
"y

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8




No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1

w W
have been aversging avout 11.2 to 1Ll.5 per cent. Rather
than telk sbout a specific ceiling, let me say that we've
got to keev some restraint here, or you're going to get ijp
a serious escalabting problem with the escalator clauses,
and it will be harmful in our over-all effort to coqtrol
inflation.

Q Do your economists see the wage push now as being the
primary cause of inflation?

The President: I wouldn't say the vrimary, but it'sg a nnd
tential major problen. h

Q In the area of fuel and energy, do Americans face‘the
prospect of long gasoline lines zgain fhis winter?.

The Presgident: Supplies of
LS

[}

they were a year ago. The figureé show that we're really

using less now thon we 4id a yeor ago -- not os much of o

[

wyda e e ey ey - a1 T 4 T IS o7 . L - .
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|

acgoline are higher todoy thar

-8
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The President:

Q Does that apply to fuel oil and natural gas, too?

5
w

Natural gas, no, I think cutbacks in naturil-

gas supplies in Baltimore and in several other areas are
anticipated, and that is very disturbing. That's why we

need the deregulation of natural gas. But if we conserve,

1if we use our crude oil and divide up the allocation betwesn .

industrial use and automotive use, I think we can avoid

those long gasoline lines,

[} You have indicated in recent weeks that if the wvoluntarr

L

approach to réducing;oii and gas consumption did not work
vou would be ready to impose some tougher measures. When
pill it become clear if the voluntary épproach is working?
The Prifident: I think we would know sometime'this-winter.

Tt depends on some variables. If we have an oil embargo,

bbviously we have to take very stern measures. If we don't

have an oil embargo, bubt wz have a bad winter, we mzy have.
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hrinter and no oil embargo, I think we can probably gel aldng
ithout any tougher measures than we had before.

Q Vhen you say "stern neasures,’

wnat kind of things do
jyou have in mind?

The President: It would mean, for exemple -- assuming no
oil embargo . an arbitrary decision to reduce the 6‘million
bafrels of 0il imports per day by 1 million or 2 million
barrels per day, depending on the need.

It would involve the arbitrary allocation of what part

goes to our industrial users, what part goes to the auto-

Fd

mobive. And we can allocate under those circumstances.

3 The executive branch can do such allocating without fur
ther legislation?
L

The President: Yes, that's what I'm saying.
Q You made a strong speech at the United Nations recently]

" in which you streszed the vital interest of the industrizl

i
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nations, and pointed out the dangers if'thié did not come
nbout., Have you seen any results from that speech?
The President: We're working very hérd to try and put thé
pil-consuming nation group.yogether, and we're making sbme

headway. If we can achieve that and then get a combined

L1

pr joint working group with the oil producers, I would hops

el

that we could avoid certaiﬁly any increages and york toware
some decreases in world oil prices. But we first have to
toke it step by step.

D As a result of th?t speech, there ha; been speculation
in the press about the possibility of U.S, military involve-
%ent in the Mideast to secure our oil sﬁpplies -- Libya and
Kuwa it being mentioned, in particular. Is this a possibility?

“

The President: I know of no plan in that regard.

@ Do you consider it irresponsible just to make such com-

@ent about nilitary action?

: . P T . . ‘ .
mhe President: I think it's s-oeulation truh 4

No Obijection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8




Pony Lvu = of . !

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 : LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8
w w T

cated on any plans with which I'm familiar.
Q How dangerous do you think the situation in the Middle |
Fast is now?
The President:; It is potentially very serious,
Q Is there a timetable -~
The President: I don't like to pick a timetable, just like
T don't like to pick numbers in a congressional election.
It‘éught to be obvious to:everybody that we cannot go on
with the very delicolc circumstonces that cidist betwoen
e
Israel and Egypt, Israel and Jordan, Israel and Syria, or
the circumstances of the Palestinian Liberation Qrganization,
Plus we have tne proolem of the potentiality of énother oil
embargg, and the potentizlity that if we get involved in 2
confrontation bvetween Israelis and Arabs, the Soviet Union

ey do what they seemed to be doing in Ockozer of 1973 with

their alert. All of these are very serious international

No Objection To Declassification in Full 2011/05/02 LOC-HAK-55-1-1-8
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R On another problem area abroad, is the NATO Alliance
now in trouble because of the diffieult;es between Greece
hnd Turkey? JIs the whole southern flank of NATO exposed
end its position jeopardized?

‘The President: ‘It certainly doesn't help NATO aé & whaole
gnd our situation in the Mediterranean to have two good
h1lies fighting over Cyprus. We're working very hard at

trying to remedy that problem. But there are ramification

L2

for NATO as a whole that involve‘the‘Mediterranean‘and alll
Lhe problems of the Middle East.

) Mr. President, the foreign-aid programvlooks as though

it's in for pretty heavy sledding. Does this bother you?

The President: It bothers me very much. We have an oppor

S

tunity to move ahead and to achieve some results in the
Middle Fast, and & good foreign-aid program can be helpfull

rhe wrong kind of foreigne~aid program could be very harmful.
!
i
@ Back on domestic affairs, Nr. President, is tha job of !
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building a Ford Administration structure about finished,
or is it still in a transitory stage?

I’he President: We've made a lot of headway. We are con-

(8]

tinuing to move in the right direction without getting int
this or that position. But I think we've made great strides
pnd we're in good shape for January when the new Congress
convenes.,

Q  There have been some criticisms that a Ford Cabinet is
net yet in exigtence, that there still is too muceh of a

% o

Nixon Cabinet. Do you have plans in mind relating to that(

The President: I don't think it's appropriate for me to

discuss something like that at this time. We have reorga-

L3

nized'Epe White House, And that wgsthe major proﬁleﬁ thaj
ve have had. I think there are scome exﬁellent members of
the Cabinet -- and I don't mean to iﬁply that alqu them
areh}t good., But we've done the first‘job, and we'll see

how it goes from there.,
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@ How do you like your job, Mr. President?

The Presidentﬁ I en,joy_i.t.

0, Is it too big for one man, as some scholars have sug-
gasted?

the President: ‘No. I've got a real good staff, and ~- bear-
ing in mind that the change in Administration happened al-
most overnight, and the serious problems we have had -~ I
think we are handlj.r_xg ‘ahe’,ﬁo’a effectively.

| (B0 INTERVIEW)

.
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