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AGAINST STIFF COMMUNIST RESISTANCEs ALONG ROUTE 55 INCON-
CLUSIVE SKIRMISHING CONTINUED SOME TEN MILES NORTH OF PHNOM
PENH, HELICOPTERS FERRIED REINFORCEMENTS TO THE THREATENED
GARRISON TOWN OF OUDONG FARTHER NORTH ON THE RDAD. GOVERN-.
MENT COMMANDERS AT THE ISOLATED PROVINCIAL CAPITALS OF TAKED.
AND KAMPOT REPORTED MINOR SHELLINGS AND GRDUND PROBES. -

THO'S RECEPTION IN MDSCOW: LE DUC THD'S RECENT RECEPTION [N
THE USSR -WAS. NOT VERY WARM,. HE GOT LITTLE ATTENTION IN THE
MEDTA» AND THE HIGHEST LEVEL OFFICIAL HE MET WITH WAS PARTY .
SECRETARY KATUSHEV. ~THE TASS REPORT ON THO'S MEETING WITH
KATUSHEV SUGGESTS THAT AS SUAL THEIR DIFFERENCES. RESULT
MAINLY FROM DIFFERING PERCEPTIONS OF THE U.S., ROLE IN INDO-
CHINA., THO REITERATED THAT THE NORTH AND SOQUTH VIETNAMESE
COMMUNISTS WERE. OBSERVING THE PARIS AGREEMENTS AND DEMANDED .
THAT WASHINGTON AND SAIGON DO LIKEWISE. TH ALSO SAID THAT
THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS RESERVED THE RIGHT TO "PRO~ .
TECT THE LIBERATED AREAS FrOM HOSTILE ENCROACHMENTS.™ MOSCNWs.
ON THE DTHER HANDs CONDEMNED ONLY SAIGON FOR ITS VIOLATIONS. OF
THE CEASE<~FIRE AND REITERATED ITS SUPPORT FOR THE STRICK OBSER=
VANCE OF THE PARIS AGREEMENT BY ALL SIDES, -MOSCOW ALSO LIMITED
ITS PLEDGES TO SUPPORT DF VIETNAMESE COMMUNIST EFFORTS TO BUILD
SNCIALISM IN THE NORTH AND TO ATTAIN INDEPENDENCEs DEMOCRACYs . .
AND NEUTRALITY IN THE SOUTH. E e

GRANADA INDEPENDENCE: THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT HAS APPRDVED
INDEPENDENCE FOR THE CARIBREAN-ASSOCIATED STATE OF GRANADA,
EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 7, 1974, OPPOSITION LEADERS PLAN TO LAUNCH
A GENERAL STRIKE ON DECEMBER 27 AS THE NEXT STEP IN THEIR CnON=-
TINUING EFFORTS TO BRING DOWN PREMIER ERIC GAIRY'S GOVERNMENT
BEFORE INDEPENDENCE DAY. |
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 AUTUMN HARVFST BELOW . FXPECTATIDNS NORTH VIETNAM'S RECENT
RICE HARVEST PROBABLY AMOUNTED TO A DISAPPOINTING 2.5 MILLIDON

TONS,  ACCORDING TO NORTH VIETNAMESE PRESSs THIS YEAR'S AUTUMN
RICE CROP RANKED FIETH AMONG THOSE OF THE PAST FIFTEEN YEARS
AND THE DUTPUT. EXCEEDtD ONLY THE 1968 AND 1971 CRGPS. THE.
1973 CRPP SUFFERED FROM DROUGHT AT THE START DF “THE GROWING -
SEASON AND FROM FLODDING CAUSED BY TYPHOONS JUST PRIOR TOD

"HARVEST, THE FALL HMARVEST, TOGETHER WITH THE SPRING HARVEST:

(ABOUT 1.8 MILLION TONS)s WILL PROBABLY COVER ONLY THREE~-
QUARTERS OF NDRTH VIETNAM!'S CDNSUMPTIDN REQUIREMENTS. 10
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MAKF UP FOR THE DIFFERFNCE- FOOD IMPORTS FOR THIS YEARs AL~

REANDY RUNNING AT RECORD LEVELSs WILL ALMDST CERTAINLY EXCEED

- THE 1963 PEAK OF ABOUT 8003000 TDNS.

STHANDUK AND THE KHMER: CUMMUNISTS THE KHMER COMMUNISTS: AREe
TAKING A MORE POSITIVE PUBLIC LINE ON SIHANOUK,. THE SENIUR
KC OFFICIAL IN PARIS SAID nN DECEMBER 8 THAT THE KC HAVE BEEN
UNDER PRESSURE FROM wCERTAIN 0OF OUR ALLIES" TO RESOLVE ALL:

.REMAINING DIFFERENCES WITH THE PRINCE. THERE IS NO ALTERNA~

TIVE TO THIS COURSE» THE OFFICIAL SAID» BECAUSE CHINAs NORTH
VIETNAM, THE PRGs FRANCE» AND THE USSR ALL SUPPORT SIHANDUK/

THE SAME THEME. WAS PICKED UP BY A KC "MINISTER" IN SIHANDUK!S
"GOVERNMENT" WHO COMPLAINEN THAT ALTHOUGH SOME OF . STHANOUK 1S

DECLARATIONS HAD UNDERMINEPD UNITY, THE PRINCE MUST BE PUT 1IN

A FAVORABLE PUBLIC LIGHT AWD DIFFERENCES NITH HIM PLAYED DOWN,

" CI1A COMMENTS THAT THESE LATEST DEVELDOPMENTS UNDERSCDRE THE

KHMER INSURGENTS?Y CONTINUING PROBLEM OF MAINTAINING A -FACADE "
OF UNITY, SIHANODUK IS NOT LIKELY TO BE TAKEN IN BY KIND HnRDS.
ME CAN RE EXPECTED TO KEEP MAKING STATEMENTS THAT WILL NOT SET
WELL WITH THE KHMER COMMUNISTS. RECENT PUBLIC STATEMENTS By -
HIM-ARE SIMILAR TD THE LINE THAT LED TO A PERIOD. OF THINLY
VEILED SQUABBLING BETWEEN THE PRINCE AND HIS CDMMUNIST ASSD_

CIATES LAST OCTOBER,
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