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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM: THE SITUATION ROOM

SUBJECT:  NOON NOTES'

SOVIET ASSESSMENT OF ARAB MILITARY CAPABILITIES! A SENIOR

SOVIET PRESS DFFICTAL IN CATROs WHO MAY HAVE BEEN ACTING UNDER
INSTRUCTIONS FROM RIS GOVERNMENT AND WAS AWARE THAT THE INFORMA=

T1ON WOULD REACH U.S, OFFICIALSs HAS PROVIDED AN ASSESSMENT OF S
ARAB MILITARY' CAPABILITIES, HE CLAIMS THE ASSESSMENT REPRESENTS:
THE GENERAL DPINION OF SOVIET OFFICIALS IN EGYPT. ACCORDING TO

THE OFFICIALs CAIRD WILL NOT INITIATE MAJOR HOSTILITIES PRIAR

TO THE GENEVA PEACE. CONFERENCE.,.

THE SOVIETS APPARENTLY BELIEVE THAT EGYPT IS NDT READY TO

RESUME FIGHTING AND WOULD SUFEER DEFEATSs AT LEAST IN THE

EARLY STAGES DF ANY RENEWED HOSTILITIES. EVEN ON THE WEST

BANK OF THE SUEZ CANAL, THE EGYPTIANS ARE NOT CAPABLE OF -

QUICKLY GATINING THE UPPER HAND. ALTHOUGH THE ISRAELIS WOULD State Dept
- SUSTAIN HIGH LOSSESs THE EGYPTIANS WOULD SUFFER SUBSTANTIALLY © Review
HIGHER CASUALTIES AND. DAMAGE IN THE FIRST WEEK DR TWD OF RE~ Completed

NEWED ALL=-0UT F!GHTING. IN THE SOVIETS( OPINIONs ONLY AFTER
SEVERAL WEEKSs WHEN ALL AVAILABLE ARAB MILITARY FORCES WERE
COMMITTED TO BATTLEs WOULD THE TIDE START TO TURNs BUT BY
THEN NEITHER S10E WOULD HAVE MUCH WILL DR EQUIPMENT T0 CﬂN-
TINUE THE BATTLE.

 STATUS OF NORTH VIETNAMESE RAIL BRIDGE: A DECEMBER 3 PHDTO.
GRAPH SHOWS THAT THE LANG GIAI RAILROAD BRIDGE: WEST THAT WAS
"STRUCK DURING! DPERATION LINEBACKER HAS. BEEN REPAIRED. AIR
STRIKES AGAINST THE BRIDGE IN MAY 1972 HAD DROPPED SIX OF.
ITS SPANS AND FORCED TRAFFIC TO. USE THE SLOWER EASTERN TRACK
AFTER HAIPHONG' WAS CLOSED. THIS LATEST RESTORATION INDICATES'
THAT PRIORITY REPAIRS TD THE NORTH VIETNAMESE RAIL. SYSTEM HAVE

JCS review completed

PSNi005873  PAGE 01 TOR:245/17140Z  DTGi111738Z DEC 73
| S ALl El TOP S ECRET wkikksxS COpy

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/08/30 : LOC-HAK-548-11-22-7

nn



m? GCRET"S;EN'
GﬂﬂTA NS : CDDEWORD

No ObJectlon to Declassmcatlon in Full 2010/08/30 LOC HAK 548- 11 22 7



