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‘CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

. 19 October 1973 °
INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM - :
“MIDDLE _EAST o . L

‘situation Report Number 57 )
(as of 2230 ETDT) - - ‘e

LS T

THE MILITARY SITUATION

[State Dept review complete for the entire document] .

GENERAL

. 1. According to & late evening briefing by’ an
Israeli milltary spokesman, the offensive on the
waest bBank of the canal has met deternined resistance,
and the issue still is not decided. The Egyptlans
Yave pulled forces hack from the east bank to con- , ‘
tain the Igraelis, and the drives south toward Su@ZVORICDF per C03326469
City and southwest to cut the Cairo-~Suez rail and :
highway link are both stalled. Fighting has sub- .
gided during the night.: ‘ . T A ) ~ e

2. On the Syrian front, the Jordanlans reporte
edly have made some progress against the Israeli =~ -
" galient as heavy fighting flared for the first time
Jin several days. : ' - :

EGYPTIAN FRONT S ' | _ .

) 3. Fighting inténsified on the Egyptian front
today. The Israell force on the west bank of the - .
Suez Canal apparently has not been able to maintain L
the momentum of its advance. There are no indica=~ . ’
tions of an Israeli advance south of Kasfareet Aix-
field, which they selzed today. An Israell military
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spokesman claimed that the Bgyptians had pulled the _
remaining elements of their dth Armored Division - o .
pack across the canal to contest the Israeli thrust .
roward Suez CLTY. Capture of Suez would .isolate

Egyptian forces in the central sector on the east

pank of the canal.

25X1

6., It is doubtful that the ysraelis will drive
on Cairo. Rrather, thelr goal seens to he the isola-
tion and destruction of the Egyptian forces. on the -
east bank of the canal. o o : 3

. 7. Both Cairo and Tel Aviv described today's

fighting as severe. The Israslis claim to have de-~

stroyed 70 BEgyptian tanks and 27 alrceraft, as well :

as capturing 10 SAM sites on the west bank. The . K
- peduction in Egyptian‘sam~defenses will allow the .

IAR greater jatituvde in thelr support of Israeli

forces on the west bank. : '

THE SYRIAN FRONT

g, Relatively heavy‘fighting toock place on the
sycian front today as the Arab forces attempted %O T
1eng the southern edge of the 1sraell sallent.

advance a
the Jordanian 40¢h
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has ta#ph Ma“haré w ' Tragli units have man-

11 Aantar.

prigad

. anksg w '
‘ claims that 52 Israeli. - to
Demascus ¥adll Gay's actlon,! The Isvaclis Cigil 70,
shroyey ten off the arab attacks and 628 sgys that
%%Viangi and two aircraft. Tiieagégnzvsgnd un_ob-

: b advances oh . . aell
“ﬁii?‘@i?@iﬁ%at Tell ech-Charx is now in I8TaS
Ee \ . . "
hands . :

¢
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EGYPT WARNS "MERCENAKRIES™
o 16. Radio Cairo has annaunCed that nationals.:
of countries not a party to the war between Egypt
and Israel who are captured by the Egyptlians will
be treated as mercenaries and willl not enjoy the
pxotectacn stipulated by the Geneva Agxeementw for
ey
25x1 . - . a . a » B re Cn W RANT R TrQvem

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2013/01/04 : LOC-HAK-544-5-12-9




- —_——

No Objection to Declassification in Part 2013/01/04 : LOC-HAK-544-5-12-9 '

prigoners Of ual. The announcement also contained
a demand that all governments take gultable nmeasures
‘to prevent thelr natlonals £rom joining the Isracll
ranks, includlng the suspension of all facllities
for trangporting,such volunteers to Igrael.
TSRAEL Lo S L
: . . . A ‘ M
_ 19, Forelgn Minister Fban ls leaving New York
+onight for Tel AvViv, according to a seuters;report.

TSRAELT PUBLIC MOOD -

~19. The public mood in Israel as the second week .
of the war ends has nob nsoftened" with respect to a : Co
political settlement with the arabs, according to a ' o
Us Embassy report. For the present, nost Teraelis

are convinced that there 1g 1little hope for a viable

peace settlement afier the current hostilitles and

‘accordingly, they conclude that Israel can only hope

to buy time for 1ts security by rhe massive destruc- .

+ion of Arab forces on both fronts prior to a cease= -

fire., To some extent, this widespread feeling in Is=-

rasl nust be considered a constraint on Israel's dip-

lomatic f£lexibility. . _ A
. . ' BENELUX COUNTRIES ' - AR SR l

20, . Arab ambassadors stationed in Belgium are
pressing the Benelux governments to adopt a more CoO=-
- pperative attitude - toward -the Arab cause. Ambas- '
gadors yepresenting Egypt, Syria, and Irag have been

25X1 ~5- ' T Lo
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ogé active. They have protested vigorously |
gg:iﬁst reports in the local news media that emphasize

- Arab aggression and have bombarde@ the respgotive
governments with inguirys concerning rumors of arms

ghipments and publi "
serve in Israel
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SCANDINAVIAN PEACE KEEPING FORCE -

: 23, Norwegian Defense Minister Fostervoll has
announced’ that Norway, Sweden, Denmark and Finland
are prepared to provide.a 5,200-man peace=keeping -
foree to the Middle East if requested by the UN.

This decision was reached at a 17-18 October meeting.

of NWordic Defense.Ministers.  The four power force

I‘could be ready to depart six days after notifieation,

"No Objection to Declassification in Part 2013/01/04 - LQC-I-[&(—544-5-12-9 |
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ANNEX I .

Arab 0il and the European Community

Although the Western European countries are
attempting to form a commen position regarding the
o0il cutback, divisive tendengies may prove too.
strong. Joint contingency plans exist, but, because:
of the countyries different views of their o
‘tage, the plans may not be

25X1

. The inmediate impact from war damage and produc-
tion cutbacks will vary considerably among EC
members.. 'The shutdown of three eastern Mediter-
ranean pipelines already has dropped Italy's oil |
imports by sofie 24 percent and Prance's by 14 per~ -
cent, while affecting other members' imports only.
moderately or not at all, Because of the large . ‘
‘difference in shipping distances, thoese nations such

" as West Germany that depend most heavily on North |
‘African oil will feel the pinch of a production cut-
pack much sooner than those such as the Benelux
countries that depend on Persian Gulf supplies (see

. the table). Italy already has imposed an embargo

" on most refined oll exports outside the ECw=a move
detrimental to US supplies that may be emulated by .
other Community members Lf the supply situations
WOLEEns. )

-1
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over the next few monthg,‘the imPa°?Ag£r$Zduced

oll imports Wi b% piftl%cmggt?iigd biiiehave about
o . & a Y & y " - dl‘
stocks maintaine 4 France reportedly
Ty 1y on hand, an -

a two @gﬁ&gysgggeive. Arab o0il, howevel, a?cgggts
?as'getﬁéen g3 and 78 percent of hqqngzzisconSumP“
;0¥ and a similar share of their . e monthly -
npportsAs o fesult, a 5=-10 percent Cumulat:.vi ethei:‘y
tlggétion in production by'ﬁhe.Arag ?Eigiiéé Ogould
r?th already interrupted pipeline Ce iios-2 b oo
Ho0 force EC natitns to draw heavily © {ntained
soogkqor if Current'Gﬂﬂsumption‘levels were mainta ’
gtockS. .

these reserves might be depleted within six to nine

L KL 11.d be reduced
ot ailable supplies coul
mpnthsligiftgzaioigal. Consexvatlioh measgres 2ggi@
gglggetha depletion\eﬁ regerves by at mnost anothe

© few months.
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EC Nation's Dependence on Arab 011, by Source, 1972
(percent of total imports) , :

-

" Persian Gulf North African 7 Pevsian Gulf "+ Total '
by Pipelines* by, Tanker . by Tanker . Arab '
(now inoperative) (15-day delivery) —~ (45-day delivery) Crude
.It:a;ly : . 24 e 19 . _ ?6.; L 6,_9'
France R TS TR 46 - - 18
United Kingdc;m 5 L 15 .' “ . | 49 ' . 69
West G@rma.rsy & ' 39 ' . 29. 71
Benelux ' 6‘ | B B | © 53 ] C ot 63
Denmark ' — ) I | ) . 66 67 | .

]
‘

v Mstrib;:!;e,d on the basis of estimated 1973 pilp.elirx;e USR.
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ANNEX II

internal Economig gituation in .
. TBogypt and Syrla

EGYPT . ' »

fhe Bgyptian internhal sconeomic situation appears

% result of the war.
| ' noed very little as a
ggfgigetggawzr a number of shortages had developed .

pecause of a lack of hard currency to pay for imports.

1 . i in, availability of forelgn
Wlt? Alibnilioﬁggiiiﬁpésés a constréint 0? suppl;as,
exc}§ngernal and exterxnal distribution b?ytlenecxihe“
b%t lneating problems. The supply situation ggﬁe
Tos cgoms not appear to have worsened qoticea ¥y )
o “the attitude of consumers has improved con
N aoral ' agree that the Egyptians ave
2%i3§§gliﬁo ore bearable in wartilme than

:L 3

; " ; R
during the "no peace/no war" era

: j ipal problem area.
Iy remains the princlga : m ax
b S arggzliuggbga has been unable oOT unwilling g?
palace the crude oil galivered to;Alexandrma v
Trs -ior to closure of the IPC

Phus far the food supply -situation in @2ygtm
jan cities does not appear to be deter;origtxgéices
- ive shortages and soaring hlack maxr Elt
Extensz orted just after the war began, probally

-ggrg iegult of hoarding, but stocks in state stores
£I

have be¢en replenished.

4 T
y of basic  foodstu 7
znzluding a stockpile of wheat in Iurope. Thig

1T - 1

'
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.ion i8 consistent with discrepancies that
g:gzegzéginoted in BEgyptian whegt'supplg‘data, .
For example, wheat deliveries reported in E?ypf an
customs data over the last sevgral years-gaga_:een
consistently lowel than imports contracted Loxr,

i i 3 1 1ling: In addi-
icatin ossibkle btockp11¢ng‘abroad. :
 §2§§, USDE ﬁas'notad an uvnaxplained surge, beginning

some years age, in per capita wheat avallabllity in

Egypt,'suggesting accumulation of supplies at home. -
’ S N . )

L)

‘pelivery of any external stockpiles from Europe
nay bggéég ayprobleﬁ. us &Uth93¥t2§5 endeavqylng
to evacuake tourists from Egypt hav@q;earned tgag
war risk ilnsurance for~veasgls;enterxng alexanhg a
is difficult, if rot impossible, to‘obtaln. This
situatien could greatly impede the inflow of goods
miless additional Soviet tonnage can be mustered..

. Tf the war drags on, serious shortages could begin -

ver, Egypt.
to occur. In the case of wheat, howe v
might be able to last a month or so even 1if

3 o . - 3 t
‘deliveries were curtailed. A month's supply at
?zasz usually is on hand in Egypt, and 450,000 tons
‘of wheat. recently purchased in Rumania, plus a

X of 100,000 tons f£rom China, probably would
giagzlivered’under_any.reasonable set of conditions.

SYRIA

Syria i® believed to be facing deepening
eaonomgc difficultles as a result of Israell alr
action. Contrary to optimistic comments by the
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‘ e -
ajor ﬂetback.to.industry cgm? legetgiogicer

on g* £he Hims refinery~=Syria i'sin [produce:
truction Cial and military fuels--ear y -0 = 0 o
oﬁ.lndus ?thout tha supplieg that come £rogl? e o
s Wlin&ustrial centers ¢of Damascga,thoéglaéeaa
tne méjorﬂactories and cransportation inl ac%ion'in
Létakéaéehserious problens. -Heavy aeria e
et a" area, Moreovel., reportedly has ge)reﬁenting
the A eto cé a.218,000 XW powerplant, * Eé ednd
destrugtéﬂnﬁ gurials aggregate power.ca?acx‘iétayia B
4y hal#loum g%orage‘ﬁacilities'at Banlig,iting» ‘
vy pe%ro ealso have come undeXx attackll'égriesAof
g?iigégtﬁzpability to receive 22§§?tydzngivéh 2
c@vilian gquzgg?t %iggg'igsag least one indlgztlon"‘_
?;;étgzﬁazzée shipments to the wax zones may:
suspended. :

‘There is no indication'tpat £°°ﬁ spgptﬁzgigzgix
as’ yet reachednancxiticalngtzzﬁéiaézjzzgcities could
- 65 to Damascus a - the
o Leﬁiﬁi;ie on available suppl.es- o§§g§§e§éou1a
pug_pl cural population of Syria pr el times ,

' ﬁzlggli to cope with ?gdrt?ggiieniniﬁéfooﬁ oed in
L o) 1ly sed ~53LL X _' ]
Sygéitigégzgegzs %@en blessed with relatively good .
re f . N . . .
to excellent grall Crops.

i ‘ R b financial assistance,.
. ~T?B giﬁgin;nﬁéuﬁoogoigaSIXZ b%llion, isria;gely
' D % 1 in the context of Syria’'s loggw e % the
Eiggiggcuneeds, notably Eoﬁ izhiglé;zig'gnéinancial
il xuné égégguiisiglgfsmzlitary imports fgom the
seR, g?ch apparently is demagding hard currency
- %gigétwleast some of its -supplies.
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